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ttlE  PROBLEM  0 


BLIND 


Principal  Gardiner  Says  That  of  More  Than  800 

Pupils,  Only  Three  Have  Gone  Eventually 

to  the  House  Jof  Refuge. 


In  The  News  of  March  11th,  under 
the  heading,  "The  Problem  of  the 
Blind,"  you  say  that,  if  it  be  true  that 
"several  bright,  intelligent  girls,  gradu- 
ates of  the  Brantford  Institution  (for 
the  blind),  are  in  county  houses  of  ref- 
uge, the  province  is  not  getting  full 
value  for  the  $35,000  which  is  being 
spent  annually  at  Brantford."  and  in 
the  context  you  remark  that  "all  edu- 
cators of  the  blind  must  be  more  than 
routine  men.  They  must  fte  prepared 
to  experiment  constantly  in  the  hope 
that  they  may  discover  some  new  way 
in  which  the  unseeing  can  be  made 
self-supporting."  In  the  same  article 
you  a.sk:  "Does  the  Ontario  Institution 
keep  abreast  of  the  experiments  in 
other  centres  of  education  for  the 
blind.  Is  every  available  method  of ! 
wage-earning   tested?"  , 

Although    you  admit   in   the   opening 
sentences  of  the  editorial  from  which  I 
have  quoted. that  the  problem  of  mak- 
ing the  blind  self-supporting  after  they 
leave  their  school  "has  not  been  solved 
yet,  despite  the  fact  that  many  educa- 
tors of  eminence  have  labored  upon  it 
for  years,"  you  appear  to  have  decided 
:  that  the  presence  of  ex-pupils  of  the 
Brantford  Institution  in  the  poorhouse 
is  prima  facie  evidence  of  some  defect 
J  in  the  methods  or  management  of  the  ! 
Institution.      To   those    who    have    not 
!  made  a  careful  study  of  "The  Problem 
of    the    Blind,"    such    an    inference    is 
natural:    and    for    the    information    of, 
.yourself  and  your  readers  I  beg  leave  I 
'  to  present  a  few  facts  with  which  the  ] 
[People   of   Ontario   must   become   fam- 
I  iliar  before  "The  Problem  of  the  Blind"  I 
I  can  be  satisfactorily  solved. 

Blind  Persons  Handicapped. 
It  is   a  common   delusion   that  blind 
persons,    if    properly      educated      and 
trained,   can   earn   as   much,   or   nearly 
as  much,   as  sighted   persons   of  equal 
natural  ability.     The  fact  is  that  blind 
1  persons,  in  nearly  all  of  the  few  occu- 
1  patlons  in  which  they  can  work  at  all, 
;  can    only    produce    from    one-fifth    to 
i  one-third  as  much   as  is  produced   by 
{their  sighted  competitors.    Turn  to  the 
evidence    taken    by    the    British   Royal 
Commission,  at  the  International  Con- 
ference   of    Blind    Educators    at    Edin- 
burgh,  at   the   Saginaw   Convention   or 
by    the    New    York    State    Commi.ssion, 
and   it  will  be  seen   that   only  a   «inall 


I  proportion  of  the  blind  in  Europe  and 
\  America  are  wholly  self-supporting. 
The  dilfex'ence  between .  tlie  cost  of 
their  subsistence  and  the  value  of  their 
product  has  to  be  made  up  by  pen- 
sions, by  supplemented  wages,  or  by 
charitable  contributions  in  some  form. 
This  state  of  affairs,  perfectly  under- 
.stood  in  PJufope.  where  the  Saxon  sys- 
tem of  after-cave  (Puersorge)  has  been 
in  operation  for  more  than  50  yeai's, 
has  not  been  forced  upon  the  attention 
of  the  Ontario  public,  because  most  of 
the  pupils  of  the  Ontario  Institution 
came  from  homes  to  which  they  could 
return  after  completing  their  school 
course.  Their  food  and  lodging  being 
provided  by  parents  or  other  relatives, 
they  have  made  themselves  useful  and 
have  earned  some  money  by  basket- 
making,  cane-seating,  liammock-mak- 
ing,  piano-tuning,  sewing,  knitting, 
crocheting,  bead-work,  etc.,  while  help- 
ing to  entertain  their  friends  and 
neighbors  by  their  literary  and  musical 
attainments.  Some  have  earned  more 
than  their  own  living;  most  of  them 
less.  But  can  it  be  faiily  said  of  the 
latter  class  that  they  have  "failed  to 
take  a  self-i-especting  place  in  the 
world?" 

Few  Go  to  Poorhouses. 

Out  of  more  than  800  pupils  who 
have  been  enrolled  in  the  Brantford 
Institution,  I  can  trace  less  than  a 
dozen  as  inmates  of  poorhouses — less 
than  two  per  cent.  Three  of  these  have 
gone  to  the  county  houses  of  refuge 
within  the  last  two  years,  two  direct 
from  the  Institution,  and  the  third  af- 
ter making  a  brave  but  futile  effort  to 
earn  enough  by  teaching  music  to  sup- 
port herself.  All  three  have  a  fair  lit- 
erary education,  one  is  an  expert  pian- 
ist, another  a  good  singer  and  reciter, 
two  of  the  three  can  sew  and  knit  by 
hand  or  machine.  None  of  the  thi'ee 
can  earn  enough  to  provide  both  food 
and  clothing;  they  have  no  relatives 
or  friends  to  help  them;  no  benevolent 
person  volunteered  to  pay  their  board 
at  a  private  house;  they  had  all  long- 
outstayed  the  usual  term  at  the  Brant- 
ford school — what  was  there  left  to  do 
but  send  them  to  the  houses  of  refuge 
in  the  counties  from  which  they  came? 

Tlie  ordinary  young  woman,  fairly 
educated,  with  many  gainful  occupa- 
tions to  chose  from,  does  not  earn 
much  more  than  a  decent  living.  Deny 
lier  access  to  employment  as  a  nurse,  a 
saleswoman,   a  stenographer,   a  dress- 


!  maker  or  milliner,  a  waitress,  a  teach- 
er, a  housemaid,  a  telephone  girl  and 
the  other  occupations  to  success  in 
wliich  sight  is  efssential,  and  what 
1  would  her  earnings  be?  With  the  range 
of  employment  thus  restricted,  deprive 
her  of  sight,  money,  friends,  and  then 
wonder,  if  you  can,  that  there  are  some 
educated  blind  women  in  the  county 
pool  nouses.  I  am  surprised  and  thank- 
ful that  there  are  not  more  of  them. 
Workshops  for  the  Adult   Blind. 

In  Connecticut,  Indiana,  Miciaigaji 
and  Wisconsin,  workshops  for  the  adult 
blind  have  been  established,  in  which 
trades  are  taught,  industry  is  encour- 
aged, help  is  given  as  required  and 
steady  employment  is  guaranteed. 
These  shops  are  not  expected  to  be 
self-sustaining.  The  truth  with  regard 
to  the  blind — that  the  graduate  of  a 
school,  without  home  or  friends  or 
money,  may  not  be  immediately  able  to 
earn  anything,  or  eventually  able  to 
earn  a  full  living — is  acknowledged  and 
the  remedy  provided.  , 

In  New  York  city  and  Washington 
state  committees  of  influential  ladies 
are  studying  the  problem  and  working 
to  provide  remunerative  employment 
for  the  blind.  There  will  be  some  dis- 
appointments, but  the  results  as  a 
whole  will  be  beneficial.  Ontario  will 
fall  into  line  when  its  people  know 
what  needs  to  be  done. 

Not  all  the  ex-pupils  of  the  Brant- 
ford school  need  pensions  or  supple- 
mentary v>&g^s.  Looking  over  the  list 
of  those  productively  employed,  I  find 
more  than  a  score  of  tuners  working  in 
piano  factories,  others  carrying  on  a 
custom  tuning  business  in  counti*y 
places,  many  teaching  masic,  a  few 
I  church  organists,  several  selling  pi- 
janos,  organs,  sewing  machines,  churns, 
agricultural  implements,  tea,  small 
wares  and  other  commodities;  one 
studying  theology,  being  already  an 
Arts  graduate,  one  an  undergraduate  in 
jcollege  and  two  preparing-  for  matricu- 
lation, two  studying  osteopathy  in  the 
United  States,  one  a  recent  graduate  in 
massage,  a  confectioner,  a  janitor,  an 
evangelist,  several  basket-makers  and 
general  repairers. 

Offset  these  against  the  failures, 
•whether  the  failures  are  the  fault  of 
the  school,  of  the  pupils  themselves,  or 
traceable  to  circumstances  beyond  the 
control  of  either,  and  the  average  rec- 
ord is  not  one  of  which  to  be  ashamed. 
I  would  like  to  I'eview  what  you  say 
about  the  literary  teaching  and  the  ex- 
aminations in  the  Brantford  school,  but 
time  and  space  for  the  present  forbid. 
For  further  information  on  "The  Prob- 
lem of  the  Blind"  the  interested  reader 
is  referred  to  the  thirty-fifth  annual 
report  of  the  Brantford  Institution,  and 
!  for  a  condensed  statement  of  the  case  I 
submit  these  lines  from  the  pen  of 
Helen  Keller: 

"Education  does  not  develop  in  the 
blind  remarkable  talent.  Like  the  see- 
ing, the  blind  man  may  be  a  philoso- 
pher, a  mathematician,  a  linguist,  a 
seer,  a  poet,  a  prophet.  But,  believe 
me,  if  the  light  of  genius  burns  within 
him,  it  will  burn  despite  his  infirmity, 
and  not  because  of  it.  We  should  be 
glad  of  the  sixth  or  the  sixteenth  sense 
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with  which  our  friends,  more  genei'ous 
than  nature,  endow  us.  To  paraphrase 
Mr.  Kiplingr,  we  are  not  heroes,  and  we 
are  not  cowards,  either.  We  are  ordin- 
ary folk,  limited  by  an  extraordinary 
incapacity.  If  we  do  not  always  suc- 
ceed in  our  undertakings,  even  with  I 
assistance  from  friends,  we  console  j 
ourselves  with  the  thought  that  in  the 
vast  company  of  the  world's  failures  is 
many  a  sound  pair  of  eyes."  j 

II.  F.   GARDINER. 
Principal    O.   I.    B. 
Brantford,  April  1,  1907. 
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TRAINING    THE    BLIND, 

report   of   Mr.    Herbert   V.    (Jar 
d)ne},4:^j1(ft(il>al    of   the   Ontario   Insti- 
tute ftot"  the  Blind,  is  very  full  and  in- 
teresting.    The    percentage     of     blind 
])er8ons  in  the  community  is  very  sma\l, 
and  consequently   the   interest   is   per- 
sonal,  not  economic.     The   aim  is   not 
so  much  to  minimize  the  economic  logs 
that  comes  from  the  deprivation  of  one 
sense  as  to  develop  to  the  utmost  the 
faculties  of  the  blind.     "When  a  useful 
trade    or    calling    is    taught    to    one    of 
these  afflicted  people,  the  chief  benefit 
is  not  the  actual  money  that  is  earned, 
but  the   fact   that  the   blind   person   is 
made  happy  and  self-respecting.  Blind- 
ness, unless  carefully  treated,  may  pro- 
duce   ill-temper    and    other    defects    of 
character,  as  well  as  check  the  develop- 
ment of  the  intellect.     Those  who  find 
it  hard   to  maintain  a  fair  average  of 
conduct   with    all    the    senses    in    their 
normal  condition  ought  to  make  allOM"-  | 
ances  for  those  who  fight  the  battle  of 
life    under    such    tremendous    difficul- 1 
ties. 

Mr.  Gardiner  says  it  is  a  common  de- 
lusion  that   blind   persons,    if    properly 
educated    and    trained,    can    earn      as 
much,   or   nearly  as  much,   as   sighted 
persons  of  equal  natural  ability.  "The 
fact    is   that   blind    persons,    in   nearly 
all    of   the    few    occupations    in   which 
they   can    work    at   all,    can    only   pro- 
duce   from    one-fifth    to    one-third    as 
much  as  is   produced  by  their  sighted 
competitors.      Turn    to    the      evidence 
taken    by    the    British    Royal    Commis- 
sion,   at    the    International    Conference 
of    Blind    Educators    at    Edinburgh,    at 
the    Saginaw    Convention,    or    by    the 
New    York    State    Commission,    and    it 
will  be  seen  that  only  a  small  propor- 
tiop  of  the   blind  in   Europe  and   Am- 
erica are  wholly  self-supporting.     The 
difference    between    the    cost   of     their 
subsistence  and  the  value  of  their  pro- 
duct has  to  be   made  up  by   pensions, , 
by  supplemented   wages,  or  by  charit- 1 
able  contributions  in  some  form.     This  j 
state    of    affairs,    perfectly    understood  i 
in  Europe,  where  the  Saxon  system  of 
after-care    (Fuersorge)  "has     been     in 
operation    for    more    than    fifty   years, 
has   not    been    forced    upon    the   atten- 
tion of  the  Ontario  public,  because  most 
of   the    pupils   of    the    Ontario   Institu- 
tion came  from   homes  to  which  they 
could    return    after    completing    their 
school   course.     Their    food   and   lodg- 
ing being  provided  by  narents  or  other, 
relatives,    they   have   made   themselves 
useful    and    have    earned    some    money 
by  basket-making,   cane-seating,  .ham- 
mock-making,     piano-tuning,     sewing, 
knitting,    crocheting,    bead-work,      etc., 
while  helping  to  entertain  their  friends 
and    neighbors   by    their    literary      and 
rriuslc.?!!  attainments.  Some  have  earned 
more  than   tll»e»r  >-'«■"   W^^S:    most  of 


them  less.  But  cEln  i\  be  fatrly  said'] 
of  the  latter  class  that  they  have  failed 
to  take  a  self-respecting  piace  In  the 
world?" 

Mr.  Gardiner  has  the  right  view.    It 
is  highly  important,  of  course,  to  teach 
trades,  and  render  the  blind  self-sup- 
porting,   or   as    nearly    so    as    possible. 
But      cases      in      which      the    stand- 
ard of     complete     self-support     is     not 
reached,    are    not    necessarily    failures. 
The   affliction    is    a   tremendous     one, 
and    the    community    must     cheerfully, 
bear  a  part  of  the  burden.    The  teach- 
ing  of    «   trade    or   art    should    be    re- 
garded as  part  of  the   development  of 
the  character.     The  test  of  success  or 
failure    is    not    the    exact    amount      of 
money  earned,  but  the  extent  to  which 
development    is,  carried.     If   the   blind 
person    is   industrious,    cheerful,    affec- 
tionate,  impressed  with  the  desire   for 
self-support,  and  trained  to  use  bram 
and  hands  in  some  useful  occupation, 
the   education   is   a  success,     and     its 
economic  results  are  of  minor  import- 


We  have  touched  here  upon  only  one 
of  the  questions  that  is  suggested  by 
Uie  reading  of  this  report.  It  covers 
W*vide  range  of  subjects.,-^  is.  full! 
Vc^tnattcr  that  is  infqi'hni.r^ -and- sug 
gestive  and  that  make¥^  a  stroi^g  ap- 
peal to  the  sympathies. 
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A  Movcfcietir*to  :?rovide  for   Their 
Production  in   Canada. 
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Mr.  Arthur  Gate  is  in  tVie  city  in  the 
interest  of  the  Canadian  Free  Lib- 
rary for  the  Blind^  The  institution  is 
a  young  one,  FW"Furpose  being-  to  pro- 
vide intellectual  instruction  and  enter- 
tainment for  those  who  have  been  de- 
frived  of  sight,  and  who  in  Canada  are 
thought  to  number  about  4,000  per- 
sons. In  July,  1907,  the  library  began 
isj^uing  books,  it  having  at  tiiat  time 
a  membership  of  but  twenty-six  and 
a  total  catalogue  list  of  but  '',94  vol- 
umes. By  the  end  of  the  year  the 
membership  had  grown  to  nfty-two, 
while  the  record  book  showed  that  982 
\0lume3  had  been  loaned.  The  annual 
rt-.port  for  1908  recently  submitted  to 
the  Ontario  Government  shows  a  pre- 
sent membership  of  ninety-eight  and  a 
book  issue  of  3,312  volumes,  proving 
that  the  work  of  the  library  is  appre- 
ciated and  is  bearing  good  ii-uit. 

Under  existing  condition.s  this  is 
obout  the  limit  of  the  library"^  capa- 
city for  its  work.  The  board  of  man- 
agement is  therefore  asking  those  who 
are  concerned  in  relieving  the  distress 
of  their  alflicted  fellows  to  contribute 
the  necessary  means  of  establishiog  a 
Library  Press  for  the  production  of 
its  own  texts  and  for  the  creation  or  a 
maintenance  fund  for  the  support  of 
the  library.  The  movement  has  re- 
ceived the  approval  of  l^ord  Grey  and 
has  been  highly  approved  by  the  press 
of  Toronto. 

Mr.  Gate's  addieso  in  Montreal  is  41 
Bishop  street. 


/\Fn  I     II,    /"fil- 


8,000  BLIND   PERSONS   IN   CANADA. 

It  ii'  B9l"l mated   that   the  census  re- 
ti(lTiis   of   1911   will  show  a  population 
of   eight    million.s    in    Canada.        From 
I  statistics  compiled  by  Royal  Commls- 
i  sioners  for  the  Blind  in  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States,  it  is  found  that 
,  the  average   percentage   of   blind   pe.r- 
isons  is  about  one  in  every.  1,000,  there- 
ifor   if    the   Province   of    Quebec    has    a 
population    of    two.    millions,    as    some 
think,  the  above  ratio  shows  that  two 
thousand  blind  persons  are  in  this  pro- 
vince.   An   institution    for  the   educa- 
tional and    industrial    training   of    the 
English-speaking  blind  of  this  province 
is   urgently  needed,   and   the  board  of 
managers  -of  the  Montreal  Association 
for  th©  Blind  are  making  vigorous  ef- 
forts to  meet  this  demand,  and  are  an- 
ticipating  great   results   from   the   Tag 
jDay  d€monstration  of  April  22nd. 
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•^    TO  TEACH    BLIND 

y  INDUSTRY 

A  hew  feature  introduced  in  the 
School  for  the  Enerllsh  Speaking 
Blind,  fit  6500  Sherbroolte,  West, 
which  opened  Monday,  is  that  of; 
poultry  ri^ising  and  egg  farming,  «] 
phase  of  industry  found  to  be  prac- 
ticable as  t\  means  of  support  for 
blind  people  who  find  themselves 
handicapped  in  the  economic  strug- 
^e'.  That  a  handsome  living  can  be 
made  this  way  is  demonstrated  by 
n  blind  man  at  Longue  Pointe,  who 
makes  $800  a  year  by  raising  chick- 
ens and  selling-  their  eggs,  as  an  in- 
dustry profitable  to  the  blind  it  has 
been  followed  with  success  both  in 
EiKland  and  the  United  States. 

'With    the    inception    of   the    idea   a 
ccWjimodious      hen    house      has    been 
pi"ected  in  rear  of  the  home  and  Mac- 
jDonald   College   has    already   donated 
eleven   Plymouth   Rocks,   ten  females 
Am  one  male,  while  three  dozen  birds 
ba.ye  been  received  from  the  Eastern 
Townships.        Blind    boys    who    have 
le.-irnt    piano    tunning   with    a   know- 
ledge of  egg  faming  can  make  a  llv- 
intr  and  the  new  feature  of  education 
fftt-  the  blind  is  another  step  forward 
fbr  their  material  welfare. 
■'The      greatest   benefactors      of   the 
blind   have  been  the  blind,  and  those 
so  '  afflicted   have  no   more  sympath- 
etic champion  than  Mr.  P.  E.  Layton. 
of  the  piano  firm  of  Layton  Bros.  A 
testimonial  of  his  efforts  in  this  dir- 
ection is  the  well  equipped  school  for 
the  blind  which  stands  on  Sherbrooke 
Street   West,   and   which    cost   $40,000 
to,  erect    upon    its    acreage    of    eight 
and  a  Quarter  aces.  The  school  open- 
ed   Monday    with    twenty-six    pupils. 
The    co^t    of    the    maintenance    of    a^ 
blind  child  per  year  is  $300,  and  be-! 
.■cratise   of  the   funds  being  low,   many: 
of    the    City's    blind    children    cannot 
attend  as  while  some  of  the  rarents 
pay  $5  a  month,  others  are  too  poor.  I 
and      the    handicapped     children   are' 
denied   the    education   that   can    earn 
them  their  self-support. 

To  the  visitor  to  the  fine  fireproof 
bulldinff    with    its    Sun-flooded    bed- 
rooms furnished  by  symptahetlc  lad. 
ies,    and    its    pervading     atmosphere 
iof    light    and    home-comfort,    comes 
ja.  feeling  of  wonderment  that  a  blind 
youth    comming    to    Canada   twenty- 
eight  years,  as  an  organist  and  pianoj 
tuner,  could  have  accomplished  what: 
Mr.    P.    E.    Layton    has    done,    build  j 
up   a   great   commercial  house  and  a  \ 
great  school  and  home  for  the  help- 
less blind.   Blind  himself  since  a  boy 
of    13.    he    hails    his    blindness    as    a 
boon  that  has  made  him  a  benefactor 
to   his   race,     for   as   he   says,      "The 
•greatest     benefactors   of     the     blind, 
have   been   the   blind." 

The  school  is  equippeod  with 
pianos  and  organs  and  musical  In- 
struments, whose  chords  responding 
to  the  delicate  touch  of  blind  fing- 
ers flood  the  building  with  melodies 
raely  equalled  in  the  seeing  world: 
As  Mr.  Layton  phrased  it,  "The  blind 
living  In  the  thought  world,  concen- 
trate into  their  playing  something  of 
the  invisible  harmonious  of  the 
spheres  that'  issuperbly  divine  and 
exquisite." 


A   practcal   thinker,  yet  one   gifted 
with    a    poetic    imagination,    looking 
back   at    his    life   work.     Mr.    Layton 
said:      "The  world     is   like     a   great 
cathedral   that   is  built  of  many   un- 
noticed   stones    that   go   to    make    up  i 
the    great   edifice,   there   is    so   much! 
work   done   that   don't   show,   that   is  i 
all  a  leading  up  to  something  higher." 
Mr.   Layton  believes   that  blind   peo-  I 
pie  should  have  an  equal  chance  with, 
the   seelng-people,   and   so   strives  to'l 
cultivate     the     mental     faculties     of 
those  deprived   of  their  sight. 

Mr.  Laytonn  lays  the  percentage 
of  blind  in  Montreal  as  1  to  every 
1300  persons,  but  while  science  can 
do  much  to  prevent,  still  he  believes 
that  blindness  Increases  with  the 
rapid  growth  of  greater  poulations, ; 
and  has  been  trying  for  some  time  to 
obtain  a  grant  from  the  Legislative 
which  will  enable  the  school  for  the , 
blind  to  be  thrown  open  free  to  all 
the  blind  children  in  Greater  Mont- 
real. So  far  the  Legrlslatlve  has  not 
made  this  grant,  but  hopes  are  en- 
tertained by  the  educatlors  of  the 
blind  that  the  time  is  near  when  it 
will  do  so. 

In  the  school  library  there  are 
some  500  books  that  cover  most  of 
the  classic  English  authors,  ancient 
and  modern,  poets  and  prose,  com- 
plied in  the  Louis  Braille  system  of 
raised  text.  Invented  by  the  father 
of  the  system,  who  was  a  blind  man 
himself  to  enable  the  blind  to  readj 
by  tracing  raised  letters  with  their 
finger  tips,  Mr.  E.  A.  Austin,  an  In- 
structor in  the  school  who  is  blind 
and  took  his  musical  degree  at  ei.gh- 
teen,  reads  the  lesson  every  Sunday, 
in  .St.  Phillips  church,  Montreal, 
West,  from  a  Baraille  Bible,  as  rap- 
Idly  as  if  he  was  reading  fronj  a 
seeing   persons   bible.  J 

One  thousand  pairs  of  socks  weraj 
knitted  last  winter  by  the  blind  girl' 
students  of  the  school,  for  the  over-' 
seas  Canadian  soldier's  and  more  are 
being  knitted,  some  of  the  most  ex- 
pert knitters  wlth«  the  art  of  a  knit- 
ting machine,  turning  one  pair  per-' 
hour. 


PcrrU-nJ,  Ale.      Ar^uS 


July    c^7,     1?/^ 

Few^  pe#t)le  realize  when  they  at- 1 
tend  the  Seashore  Theater  and  listen  I 
to  the  music.  That  Prof.  Clark,  the 
pianist.  Is  blind,  he  was  horn  that  way 
and  at  >*■-  ntf"  ^'  ''""''  p"tereil  the 
blind  iustrfuTeat  Montreal,  his  home 
city.  The  professor  is  known  all  over 
the  Country,  whore  he  has  travelled  In 
concerts  and  musical  companies  and 
Ills  equal  is  a  hard  proposition  to  llnd. 

The  colored  orchestra  at  the  Villa 
Tovo  are  provins  a  hit.  The  place  is 
crowded  every  niRhl.  Saturday  nishl 
the  fox  trot  is  the  feature  and  sold 
coins  will  be  awarded  to  the  best  cou- 
ple. 
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Training  and  Employment  for  the  Blind 

A    Consideration     of   the    Projects    of   the    Canadian 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 


5s  $^v-SSi<S 


!■ 


Itef 


THE  WORK  OF  RETURNED  BLINDED  SOLDIERS. 

This  Is  a  scene  at  the  Canadian  National  Exhibition  on  Jjabor  Day,  when  Sir  Robert  Borden  visited  the 
section  where  the  work  of  returned,  blinded  soldiers  was  on  exhibition.  On  the  right  of  the  flE»reinler  is  Dr. 
Charles  R.  Dickson. 


CANADIAN  BLINDED  SOLDIERS' 


Here  are  shown  two  scenes  of  Instruction  In  the  Canadian  National  Library  for  the  Blind,  College 
the  foremost  instructor,  and  Is  standing  on  the  right.  The  other  scene  shows  tlie  class  in  BniUle,  the  rec 
classes  were  carried  on  In  this  building  by  courtesy  of  the  library  authorities,  and  were  under  the  directi' 
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INDUSTRIAL    CLASSES  IN  TORONTO. 


I 


Street,  Toronto,  where  classes  were  held  last  winter.  On  the  left  we  see  basketry  being  taught.  Mrs.  Gregory  is 
iognized  system  of  reading  for  the  blind.  Mr.  C.  W.  Carruthers  is  the  instructor,  and  is  seen  on  the  right.  The 
on  of  the  Department  of  Soldiers'  Civil  Re-establishment. 
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THE  consideration  of  what  Canada  has  done  in  the 
training  of  the  blind  leaves  one  impressed  by  the 
inadequacy  of  the  provision  made  for  the  development  of 
those  who  have  been  handicapped  but  not  disqualified  for 
the  race  of  life.  It  is  true  that  there  is  provincial  pro- 
vision for  the  care  and  education  of  blind  children,  and 
Ontarians  who  have  visited  the  Institute  for  the  Blind  at 
Brantford  know  that  this  work  is  thorough  and  progres- 
sive. Sir  Frederick  Fraser,  Superintendent  of  Schools  for 
the  Blind  at  Halifax,  has  done  excellent  work  of  the  high- 
est standard  and  the  Montreal  Association  for  the  Blind 
has  accomplished  much.  Indeed,  Mr.  Philip  E.  Layton  in 
the  latter  city  initiated  industrial  work  for  the  adult  blind. 
As  a  nation,  however,  Canada  has  not  realized  the  extent 
of  her  obligation  towards  those  who  have  been  deprived 
of  sight. 

There  has  recently  been  established  the  Canadian  Na- 
tional Institute  for  the  Blind,  of  which  Mr.  L.  M.  Wood 
of  Toronto  is  president  and  Captain  E.  A.  Baker  and  Mr. 
Harris  Turner  of  Saskatoon,  returned,  blinded  soldiers, 
are  vice-presidents.  Captain  Baker  is  the  agent  in  charge 
of  all  blinded  Canadian  soldiers  under  the  Department  of 
Soldiers'  Civil  Re-Establishment.  Mr.  C.  W.  Holmes,  who 
is  Director  of  this  National  Institute,  is  a  native  of  Stan- 
stead,  Quebec,  and  was  Head  Master  of  the  Eastern 
Townships  College  of  Music  for  eleven  years,  having 
taken  a  Fellowship  at  the  Toronto  College  of  Music.  For 
twelve  years  Mr.  Holmes  has  devoted  himself  to  work 
for  the  blind  in  Massachusetts,  where  he  was  Superin- 
tendent of  Training  and  Employment  for  Men.  Mr. 
Holmes  has  returned  to  his  native  land,  fully-equipped  to 
put  in  force  the  most  modern  methods  in  dealing  with  the 
vocational  instruction  of  the  blind.  Mr.  Holmes,  himself, 
at  the  age  of  ten  lost  his  sight  and  is  therefore  qualified 
by  both  experience  and  training  for  the  responsible  posi- 
tion he  has  taken. 

In  conversation  with  Mr.  Holmes  it  is  difficult  to  real- 
ize that  he  has  known  such  a  handicap,  for  his  manner  is 
that  of  the  capable  business  man  and  his  success  has  been 
such  that  pity  would  seem  an  impertinence.  Just,  at  this 
point,  it  might  be  said  that  there  has  been  in  the  attitude 
of  the  public  towards  the  blind  altogether  too  much  of  the 
mere  sentimentalist,  who  says  "poor  thing"  and  passes  on, 
without  a  thought  for  the  practical  side  of  the  problem, 
regarding  the  blind  citizen  merely  an  object  of  compassion. 
Sympathy  is  healthy  only  when  it  has  a  practical  mani- 
festation. To  help  another  to  help  himself  is  about  the 
most  satisfactory  form  which  good-will  can  take. 

Mr.  Holmes,  speaking  lightly  of  his  own  instance  said: 
"After  all,  if  you  are  going  to  be  blind,  ten  years  is  the 
best  age  I  know  to  have  blindness  come  upon  you.  There ' 
has  been  enough  grasp  of  perspective  and  color  to  enable 
you  to  remember — and  there  is  time  enough  to  adjust 
yourself  to  new  conditions  and  acquire  new  powers  before 
adult  years  are  reached."  So,  the  Director  is  truly  a 
cheerful  philosopher. 


Mr.  Holmes  has  a  capable  secretary  in  Miss  Winifred 
Davison,  who  also  is  blind.  Miss  Davison  is  a  native  of 
Meaford,  Ontario,  and  is  a  graduate  of  the  Brantford 
Institute.  The  dictaphone  is  used,  and  the  Director  is 
enthusiastic  over  its  convenience.  Certainly  the  neatly- 
typed  sheets  I  saw  on  Miss  Davison's  desk  were  a  credit 
to  dictaphone  and  transcriber. 

*  *     * 

THE  Canadian  National  Institute  being  a  new  organiza- 
tion, is  in  the  formative  stage,  and  its  officers  have 

little  to  say  as  yet  concerning  its  aims.  The  first  of  these, 
however,  is  to  assist  in  co-ordinating  and  standardizing  the 
existing  attempts  to  provide  for  the  training  of  the  blind. 
The  second  is  to  make  the  attempt,  where  no  existing 
establishment  is  found,  to  furnish  such  facilities  and  care 
as  will  equip  the  blind  citizen  for  meeting  the  industrial 
requirements  of  the  modern  world.  The  third  aim — 
which  may  be  summarized  as  Relief — is  by  either  legis- 
lative or  private  measures  to  afYord  financial  aid  where 
such  is  needed  by  the  blind. 

The  trying  experiences  of  the  war  have  stimulated 
pub-'ic  sympathy  in  problems  associated  with  the  education 
and  vocational  training,  of  the  blind.  St.  Dunstan's  Hostel, 
in  London,  England,  has  shown  truly  imperial  leadership 
in  the  refitting  of  blind  soldiers  for  civil  occupations.  But 
the  scheme  of  the  Canadian  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind  will  provide  not  only  for  the  vocational  training,  but 
for  the  employment  of  blind  persons,  military  and  civilian. 

To  equip  the  blind  for  self-supporting  tasks  and  to  find 
them  work  when  their  training  is  finished  will  be  impor- 
tant features  in  the  enterprise  of  this  recently-formed 
Canadian  Institute.  The  bitterest  drop  in  any  cup  of 
affliction  is  the  sense  of  uselessness  or  helplessness.  Every  | 
healthy-minded  man  or  woman  desires  to  do  something 
worth  while  and  to  contribute  to  the  nation's  daily  work. 
Enforced  idleness  is  nerve-wearing  and  heart-breaking. 
Both  for  the  sake  of  themselves  and  for  the  sake  of  the 
community,  it  is  highly  desirable  that  every  capable  citizen 
should  contribute  as  a  producer  to  the  world's  work.  The 
old  proverb,  "all  work  and  no  play  makes  Jack  a  dull  boy," 
is  true  enough;  but  no  work  and  all  contemplation  makes 
the  life  of  many  a  blind  citizen  an  infinite  weariness  and 
depression.  Bearing  a  burden  may  mean  a  trial  to  the 
flesh;  but  being  a  burden  is  bitterness  of  soul.  As  Miss 
Helen  Keller  says :  "TI  e  heaviest  burden  on  the  blind  is 
not  blindness,  but  idleness." 

*  *     * 

WE  must  remember  that  the  blind  are  not  incapable. 
They  are  sightless — there  is  one  string  broken  in  the 
harp  of  the  senses — but  they  are  equal  to  many  tasks,  cap- 
able of  succeeding  in  certain  callings.  They  need  special 
training  and  comprehending  care — and,  above  all,  they 
need,  at  first,  the  suggestive  philosophy  which  is  also 
"God's  Own  Common-sense,"  that  they  are  handicapped 
but  not  helpless — that  they  are  crippled,  but  far  from  use- 
less. 
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It  is  usually  believed  that  to  the  blind  comes  an  extra- 
ordinary sensitiveness  of  touch  and  keenness  of  hearing. 
Mr.  Holmes  assured  me  that  there  is  no  sudden  quickening 
of  the  other  senses,   after  the   failure  of  sight.     If  the 
hearing  becomes  more  acute,  it  is  through  attention  and 
cultivation — and  the   same   may   be   said  with   regard  to 
touch  or  smell.    There  is  no  miracle  wrought,  there  is  but 
i  the    result    of    infinite    taking    pains.      The    marvellous 
j  achievements  which  we  sometimes  see  and  hear  as  the 
I  work  of  the  blind  are  merely  another  proof  of  our  old- 
time  copybook  maxim  which  linked  practice  and  perfec- 
tion. 

Among  the  activities  of  the  Canadian  Institute  for  the 
Blind,  efforts  in  prevention  naturally  come  first.  When 
you  hear  that  fifty  per  cent,  of  blindness  is  preventable, 
you  wonder  that  so  many  little  children  have  been  allowed 
to  (;o  through  life  blinded,  when  only  a  slight  attention 
would  have  meant  the  power  of  vision.  The  infantile 
affliction  known  as  ophthalmia  neanitorum  is  obviate<i  by 
the  use  of  nitrate  of  silver.  Thanks  to  the  medical  officers 
and  trained  nurses  of  modern  communities,  many  a  wee 
baby  has  been  saved  from  blindness  by  the  prompt  resort 
to  scientific  prevention.  There  has  been  much  cheap  witti- 
cism about  intruding  in  the  homes  of  the  poor  and  inter- 
fering with  the  lives  of  "the  other  half."  But  the  preser- 
vation of  child  faculties  is  the  business  of  the  community, 
after  all,  and  the  saving  of  sight  is  one  of  the  best  features 
in  child  conservation.  The  attention  in  time  has  saved 
many    a    little    citizen    from    living    in    darkness. 

The  medical  inspection  of  schools,  once  critized  and 
ridiculed,  is  now  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  valuable 
measures  in  preserving  the  health  of  the  community.  This 
department  of  all  up-to-date  health  equipment  in  our  mod- 
ern cities  will  no  doubt  rejoice  in  the  establishment  of  this 
Canadian  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  and  lend  its 
co-operation  in  this  preventive  work. 

Under  this  activity,  too,  will  come  the  study  of  pro- 
tective appliances  for  use  in  factories  and  other  scenes  of 
labor  where  the  eyesight  may  be  endangerd.  Manufac- 
turers have  awakened  to  the  importance  of  having  the 
latest  equipment  for  the  protection  of  their  employees,  and 
as  a  Canadian  writer,  Mr.  H.  Addington  Bruce,  has  lately 
told  us,  co-operation  must  take  the  place  of  conflict  in  the 
industrial  world. 

*     *     * 

THE  work  of  prevention  properly  comes  first  in  the 
activities  of  the  new  organization.  That  which  is 
second  in  the  plans  is  the  industrial  training,  followed  by 
arrangements  for  employment.  This  will  include:  first, 
competitive  employment  in  direct  contact  with  those'  who 
have  not  lost  their  sight ;  second,  the  establishment  of  a 
workshop  for  the  blind;   third,  home  industry. 

The  first,  of  course,  will  include  such  an  occupation  as 
piano  tuning,  in  which  the  blind  have  proved  themselves 
efficient.  Only  a  comparatively  limited  number  can  enter 
into  competition  with  those  who  have  the  use  of  sight; 


but  with  the  increasing  knowledge  of  the  Braille  system 
of  reading,  there  is  expanding  opportunity  for  the  blind 
employee. 

The  establishment  of  the  industrial  school  for  the  blind 
at  455  King  Street,  West,  Toronto,  is  an  undertaking 
which  will  be  watched  with  the  keenest  interest.  Broom- 
making  is  the  first  industry  to  be  taught  there,  and  the 
blind  worker  is  especially  proficient  in  this  manufacture. 
Basketry,  reed  and  willow,  and  cobbling  will  soon  be  taken 
up  there,  for  preparations  for  the  full  development  of  the 
vocational  training  are  being  made  with  all  the  rapidity 
which  the  times  will  allow.  The  Industrial  School  for  the 
Blind  will  have  as  its  head  Mr.  Henry  Wills,  a  native  of 
New  Brunswick,  who  is  himself  deprived  of  sight,  and  who 
has  been  for  years  employed  in  such  instruction  of  the 
blind  in  Massachusetts. 

During  the  last  winter,  many  blinded  soldiers  were 
instructed  in  various  occupations  at  the  College  Street 
Library  for  the  Blind,  by  courtesy  of  the  authorities.  The- 
result  of  this  work  has  been  highly  encouraging  and  the 
advancement  has  been  such  that  those  interested  in  the  new 
Institute  feel  confident  that  a  new  era  of  understanding 
and  helpfulness  has  opened,  so  far  as  the  training  of  the 
blind  citizen  is  concerned.  Toronto  is  fully  aware  that 
she  has  been  dilatory  and  defective  in  this  matter — and 
when  Toronto  sets  out  to  atone  for  an  omission,  she  is 
likely  to  redeem  herself  nobly. 


IN  the  third  feature  under  vocational  training  and  em- 
ployment— home  industry,  must  be  included  the  pro- 
curing of  teachers  for  those  who  cannot  leave  their  homes. 
There  are  many  who  have^ost  their  eyesight  for  whom 
it  is  an  impossibility  to  leave  their  homes  or  to  mingle, 
with  any  degree  of  freedom,  in  the  doings  of  the  outside 
world.  These,  perhaps,  are  the  cases  eliciting  the  greatest 
sympathy,  for  there  is  an  isolation  which  often  means 
loneliness  and  a  tendency  to  depression.  Here  is  where 
the  home  teacher  can  do  an  excellent  work  in  visiting — 
especially  when  this  instructor  is  well-equipped  for  the 
teaching  of  Braille.  Those  engaged  in  this  home  instruc- 
tion must  be  especially  adapted  for  such  work,  since  it 
requires,  not  only  technical  equipment,  but  unusual  endow- 
ment of  tact  and  cheerfulness,  with  an  ability  to  inspire 
confidence.  There  is  a  field  of  great  usefulness  in  this 
home  instruction  for  those  anxious  to  assist  in  what  is 
truly  a  task  of  constructive  citizenship.  The  rewards  of 
such  endeavor  come  in  the  most  practical  and  tangible 
form — a  member  of  the  community,  rescued  from  lonely 
idleness,  and  restored  to  the  ranks  of  the  cheerful  workers. 

IT  was  announced  by  Sir  James  Lougheed  on  September 
9th  that  Captain  E.  A.  Baker,  whose  sight  was  des- 
troyed by  a  German  sniper's  bullet  three  years  ago  in 
France,  has  been  appointed  to  the  Department  of  Soldiers' 
Civil   Re-establishment   staff  to   care    for   blind   soldiers. 
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Captain  Baker,  prior  to  his  enlistment,  graduated  frjom 
Queen's  University,  Kingston,  as  an  electrical  engineer. 
He  had  served  just  thirty  days  in  Flanders  when  his  sight 
was  destroyed,  but  they  were  "crowded  days  of  glorious 
strife"  during  which  he  had  won  the  Military  Cross  and 
the  Croix  de  Guerre.  Captain  Baker  was  trained  at  St. 
Dunstan's  Hostel  for  Blinded  Soldiers  in  London,  Eng- 
land, as  a  result  of  which  he  has  been  able  to  resume  his 
old  profession,  having  been  employed  (until  his  latest 
appointment)  as  "trouble  manager"  for  the  Hydro-Elec- 
tric Power  Commission  at  Toronto. 

Altogether  there  have  been  about  eighty  members  of 
the  Canadian  forces  blinded  since  the  beginning  of  the 
war,  and  the  War  Department  has  decided  that  all  blinded 
Canadians  shall  be  trained  at  St.  Dunstan's,  Captain 
Baker  intends  to  establish  at  once  an  arrangement  for  the 
training  of  blinded  Canadians  in  this  institution  before 
they  come  to  Canada.  Already  a  number  of  blinded  sol- 
diers who  returned  to  Canada  have  been  sent  back  to 
England  for  training. 

This  new  Canadian  National  Institute  for  the  Blind 
marks  an  advancement  in  our  ideas  concerning  those  who 
have  been  handicapped.  There  has  lingered  a  theory  that 
resignation  and  seclusion  should  be  the  lot  of  the  blind.  I 
Their  affliction  was  spoken  of  with  compassion,  their  capa- 
city for  varied  and  remunerative  labor  was  comparatively 
ignored.  To  talk  with  the  men  at  the  head  of  departments 
— themselves  blinded  but  alert  and  efficient — is  to  feel 
ashamed  of  how  little  we,  who  have  physical  vision,  are 
accomplishing  in  the  daily  task.  These  men  expect  no 
miracles  to  be  worked,  but  are  simply  convinced  of  the 
industrial  value  of  the  achievement  which  can  be  attained 
by  the  blind  worker.  Of  the  musical  and  literary  con- 
tribution already  made,  the  world  hardly  needs  to  be  told, 
for  the  verses  of  many  a  blind  singer  have  followed  us 
with  their  music  through  days  of  darkness — even  such 
lines  as 

"I  lay  in  dust  Life's  glory  dead 

And  from  the  ground  there  blossoms  red 

Life  that  shall  endless  be." 


Htw  Vorh.M.y.,    Cue.  Ms/ 1 
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OPERATIOX    S.WES    A'rt^ABD. 

Halijiijc,  N.  S.,  To-day. — The  Nova, 
ScoUK  Compensation  Board,  in  case  of^^ 
wor^iMtti  who  had  been^}lind|j|^iVii0fie  | 
eye  by  accident  twenty  years  ago  andi 
who  recently  sustained  accident  which! 
left  other  eye  blind,  ordered  operation, 
of  making  artificial  pupils,  which  proved 
successful,  and  workman  has  returned 
to  work  at  full  wages.  Compensation 
paid  during  period  of  disability  and  cost 
of  operation  amounted  to  less  than  $500. 
Reserve  required  to  cover  compensation, 
had  he  remained  incapacitated  would  I 
have  been  $4,800.  Enforced  operation  I 
effected  a  saving  of  $4,300  besides  rein-l 
stating  workman   as   a   producer.  ^^ 


WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  19,  1919 

CAPTAIN  EaDWIN  A.  BiAKBR,  Cana- 
dian soldier,  blinded  in  (battle  and 
winner  of  the  Croix  de  Guerre,  will 
speak  at  th©  Red  Cross  mass  meeting  to  be 
held  in  Symphony  Hall  on  Thursday  even- 
ing, March  27,  under  the  auspice.g  of  the 
Boston  Metropolitan  Chapter  of  the  Amer- 
ican Red  Cross.  Captain  Baker  i.s  now  In 
charge  <3t  Canada's  work  for  tylinded  sol- 
diers, and  Is  giving  the  benefits  of  his  ex- 
perience as  a  student  at  St.  Dunstan's  Hos- 
tel for  the  Blind,  in  England,  to  those  of 
hi.s  countrymen  who  have  lost  their  sight. 
Sir  Arthur  Pearson,  director  of  St.  Dun- 
stan's Hostel,  said  during  his  \'isit  to  Amer- 
ica thait  Captain  Baker  adapted  himself  to 
hla  existence  at  the  hostel  more  readily 
than  any  other  pupil  who  had  taken  train- 
ing there. 

The  young  Canadian  officer  is  attending 
the  International  Conference  on  Reha/bili- 
tailon  of  the  Ddsaibled  now  in  progress  in  I 
Nerw  York  under  the  auspices  of  the  Red  I 
Cross  Institute  for  Crippled  and  Disabled 
Men  and  tlie  Red  Cross  Institute  for  the 
Blind.  He  will  come  to  Boston  with  other 
official  representatives  of  the  go^'emments 
of  the  United  States,  England,  Canada, 
France,  Belgium  and  Italy  -who  are  partlo- 
Ipating  in  the  conferenjce  at  New  York. 

Aimong  others  who  will  speak  at  the 
meeting  are  Miss  Grace  Harper,  director  of 
the  American  Red  Cross  reconstruction 
work  for  disabled  French  soldiers;  Dr.  I 
Maurice  Bourrillon,  president  of  the  Per-' 
manent  Interallied  Committee  and  director 
of  the  National  Institue  for  War  Cripples 
at  St.  Maurice,  Paris;  Louis  Alleman,  edu- 
cational director  of  the  BeWan  Military 
Institute  for  War  Cripples  at  Port  Vlllez; 
! Professor  Vittorio  Putti,  director  of  the 
RizzoU  Institute  at  Bologna,  Italy;  Major  i 
Robert  Mitchell,  director  of  training,  min- 
istry of  pensions,  London.  Motion  pic- 
tures will  be  Shown  of  maimed  FVench  sol- 
diers restored  to  useful  farm  worit,  of  Ital-- 
Ian  war  cripples  training  for  lives  of  self- 
support  in  trade  schools,  and  disaJble<l  Cana- ' 
dain  soldiers  or^'e^comlng  their  physl<:al 
handicaps  In  the  Canadian  re6du<;atlon 
Bchoois. 

Douglas  C.  MdMurtrles,  dUreotor  of  the 
Red  Cross  Institute  for  Crippled  and  Dis- 
a'bied  Men,  fwlll  introduce  the  speakers  and 
present  several  phases  of  the  disaWed  sol- 
dier proiblem.  The  general  sulbject  of  the 
addresses  will  be  ''A  Squai-e  Deal  for  the 
Disabled  iSoldier."  There  will  he  music  by 
a  naval  band.  Admission  will  be  by  ticiket, 
but  there  Is  no  charge  for  tickets,  -wlhich 
may  toe  secured  at  Boston  Metropolitan 
Chapter  headquarters,  142  Berkeley  street, 
and  at  chapter  (branches. 


// 


Directs  Canada  s  Work  for  Blinded  Men 


Captain  Edwin  A.  Baker 

Canadian  Officer,  Blinded  in  Battle.  Winner  of  the  Croix  de  Guerre,  Will 

Speak  at  the  Red  Cross  Mass  Meeting  in  Symphony  Hall,  March  27,  When 

Pleas  Will  Be  Made  for  a  Square  Deal  for  the  Disabled  Soldier 


IX 


I   ' 


Soldiers   on  Araguaya 

Started  For  Homes 

Saturday. 

Gant    Str,    Macharda 
I  Arrive  J  in  Harbor 
Yesterday. 


The  hospital  ship  Araguaya  ar- 
rived in  the  harbor  earlier  Saturday 
morning:  than  had  been  expected,  she 
reaching  quarantine  about  6  o'clock. 
After  being  boarded  by  the  customs 
and  health  officials  she  at  once  pro- 
ceeded to  her  berth  at  the  t0,.  4  Grand 
Trunk  wharf,  she  docking  about  8 
o'clock.  Only  about  50  people  were 
gathered  on  the  wharf  as  she  came  in- 
to her  oerth,  but  tiie  news  of  her  ar- 
rival quickly  spread,  and  in  less  than 
an  hour  a  crowd  of  nearly  1000  people 
had  gathered  in  the  vicinity,  only  those 
hiving  passes  being  allowed  to  go 
through  the  gates  at  the  head  of  the 
wharf.  The  voyage  from  Liverpool 
wajs  fait'ly  good  the  first  part  of  the 
passage,  but  thick  fog  and  a  quite 
heavy  sea  were  encountered  for  the 
last  three  day?,  which  delayed  the 
steamer  very  considerably.  Members 
of  the  government  were  on  the  wharf 
to  extend  an  official  greeting,  and 
Chandler's  Band  rendered  some  fine 
music  suited  for  the  occasion.  On? 
death  occurred  on  the  trip,  Private 
Wm.  Lovell,  of  Prince  Edward  Is- 
land, it  being  caused  by  consumption, 
the  body  being  buried  at  sea.  There 
were  783  soldier.g  on  board,  46  cases 
-being  listed  as  serious;,  30  were  in- 
sane cases,  two  were  totally  blind, 
while  there  were  42  cases  of  amputa- 
tion,  two  of  the  men  having,  lost  both 
legs.  Nearly  20  per  cent  of  the  men 
were  Americans,  a  partiQuUuiy  warm 
reception  being  given  JrlcDuff  I^mij, 
■who  befoie  the  war  wa^  for  five  year.s 
checker  at  the  GrandArunk  Terminal. 
Excellent  work  wa/made  in  sending 
tlje  men  away.  th€  last  of  the  special 
trains  leaving:  the  Grand  Trunk 
Trunk  wharves  about  10.30  p.  m.  It  is 
expected  the  steamer  will  sail  on  her 
return  to  Liverpool  late  tonight  or' 
early    Tuesday    morning. 


BRAISED  COURAGE 
/OF  BLIND  SOLDIERS 

Gen.  W.  0.  H.  Dodds  Congrat- 
ulated Returned  Men  at 
School  for  Blind 


DISTRIBUTED    PRIZES 


Pupils   Rendered   Meritorious 
Programme  and  Gave  Dem- 
onstrations in  Useful 
V       Pursuits 


Gnopingly,  yet  with  toeade  erect,: 
two  blind  soldiers,  made  their  way 
to  where  Brig.-Gen.  WJ  O.  H.  X)odds 
stood  yesterday  afternoon  distrihut- 
ing  prizes  to  the  pupils  of  the  School 
for  the  Blind,  Notre  Dame  de  Grace, , 
at  the  closing  exercises.  As  th^, 
soldiers  stood  before  the  general 
they  came  to  attention  and  saluted.. 
He  greeted  them  with  a  warm 
handshake  and  said:  "1  am  proud 
and  pleased  to  present '  you  with 
these  prizes  and  to  compliment  you. 
on  the  courage  you  display  no  less 
here   than   on   the   field   of  ibaillc."     ' 

Sjieaking  of  these  men,  Mr.  P.  E. 
Lay  ton  said:  "There  are  two  kinds 
of  bravery,  one  that  Impels  a  man 
to  go  and  fight  the  Germans  and 
the  other  kind  that  makes  him  tight 
his  own  troubles.  Mr.  Squarrey  pos- 
sf^ses  both  these,  having  already 
fought  the  Germans,  he  is  iiowi 
fighting  his  own  troutoles,  ajid  the 
glimmer  of  sight  that  Is  etill  left  to 
him  is  used  to  help  those  around 
hlpi."  Mr.  Squarrey  was  awarded  a 
pcize  lor  ibroom-makmg  and  Mr. 
Layton  stated  that  he  was  making 
splendid  progress  with  the  Braille 
system  of  reading  and  writing.  Of 
Private  Peasey,  Mr.  Layton  also 
spoke  in  the  highest  terms,  char- 
acterizing his  work  in  the  Braille 
system  as  marvellous,  and  he  then 
referred  to  Mr.  A.  W.  Cass,  who 
has  been  blind  lor  less  than  a  year, 
and  though  only  a  student  for  two 
months,   had   made  great  progress. 

General  Dodds  commented  on  the 
•wonderful  spirit  of  cheerlulneas 
that  pervaded  the  class  ibefore  hlgi, 
and  said  that  it  was  precisely  the 
same  spirit  that  animated  the  men 
in  the  trenches  to  fight  on  even 
when  handicapped,  and  without 
which  .the  war  could  not  have  been 
won. 


i^Can/    an     71  c  X  r       P<3fr<i\ 
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I  ■■       BIPLOMAS  AWARDED. 

Dr.  Milton  L.  Hersey  was  chair- 
man and  reviewed  toriefly  the  work 
©f  the  school  which  he  said  was 
eomewhat  complicated  by  reason  'Of 
the  variety  of  ages  of  the  pupils, 
ranging  from  5  to  35.  The  baby  of 
the  group,  a  wee  girl,  Leah  Nimer- 
ofsky,  recited  "The  Mouse"  and  was 
given  a  doll  as  a  prize.  She  fondled 
lovingly  its  hair,  dress  and  shoes, 
he'-  expressive  little  face  lighting 
up  as  she  discovered  the  attractions 
of  her  treasure.  Sir  John  Kennedy 
a,\rarded  diplomas  of  the  Associate 
Board  of  the  Royal  College  of  Music, 
London,  to  Miss  Esther  Foley  for 
singing  and  to  Miss  Jessie  Arnott 
fend  Miss  Florence  Wilcox  for  ele- 
■mentary    piano    playing. 

There  was  a  musical  programme 
iby  tiv*  pupils  of  the  school  consist- 
\ine  of  an  orchestral  seJectioji  "Ga- 
votte du  Canada,"  by  the  school 
Orcheptra,  this  b-eing  an  original 
c<,»ir>C!:ition  by  Mr.  H.  Krumpeln. 
wVio  presided  at  the  oxgan,  a  part 
."loag  by  the  choir,  "The  Hunts- 
msn's  chorus";  selection  from 
"Three  Men  In  a  Boat,"  Lilian  Hun- 
Bwford,  a  wonderful  exhibition  of 
reading  in  the  Braille  system;  piano 
salo.  "Soldiers'  Chorus"  from  Faust, 
Florence  Wilcox;  a  recitation,  "Lit- 
Itl©  Orphant  Annie,"  Ada  Allan,  and 
la  vocal  trio.  "Lift  Thine  Eyes," 
Misses  Polej-,  Girard  and  Rusen- 
Btrom.   . 

WOPJC   B.y   SOLDIERS. 

Interesting  work  was  exhibited  in 
the  broom  factory,  there  being  5 
returned  soldiers  among  the  20 
workers,  all  of  whom  are  under  the 
direction  of  a  blind  Instructor,  Mr. 
James  '  Carriger.  As  an  instance  of 
the  rapid  advancement  made  in  the 
work  by  some  of  the  pupils,  a  blind 
soldier  who  had  only  entered  the 
Bchbol  on  that  particular  day  was 
already  sewing  brooms  with  the 
Bkill  of  an  expert,  this  was  account- 
ed fer  by  reason  of  the  fact  that 
the  man  had  been  formerly  employ- 
ed In  aeroplane  construction,  hence 
his  deftness  in  his  new  task.  Last 
year  there  were  3,300  dozen  brooms 
tiirned  out,  and  it  is  expected  that 
the  output  will  Ibe  considerably  in- 
creased this  year  by  reason  of  the 
Installation  of  a  power  sewer,  which 
will  be  operated  by  a  blind  man. 
Demonstrations  were  also  given  of 
chair  caning,  shorthand  and  type- 
writing, machine  stocking  knitting, 
piano  tuning  and  needlework. 

The  followin,g  Is  the  prize  list:  — 
General  excellence  in  studies,  Mary 
Chmilleir;  tyipewsitlng,  Ralph  Merry; 
piano  and  violin,  Alvin  Morrow; 
shorthand  and  arithmetic,  Lilian 
Hungerford;  sewing,  Andrey  Quipp; 
French,  Alfred  Wiles;  grammar, 
A.da  Allan;  machine  knitting,  Bessie 
Rusenstrom;  history.  Jessie  Arnott; 
reading,  Alonzo  Starnes;  walking, 
Mary  Chmillar  and  Alvin  Morrow; 
mental  arithmetic,  Fred.  Gascoigne; 
Hinging  and  cello,  Esther  Foley; 
writing,  Alvin  Mororw;  chair-can- 
iTig,  Samuel  Walker;  general  profi- 
ciency, Leah  Nimerofsky  and  Ben 
Gullickson;  geography,  Florence 
Wilcox;  good  conduct  and  tidiness. 
G«raldine  Robertson:  broom-mak- 
ipg,  Mr.  Squarrey  \blind  soldier) ; 
progress  in  Braille  writing,  Mr  C 
PeS,sey;,  prpgr.ees  in.  Braille  rea^Jngt 


^STT'Tr..  W.  Cass;  annual  speciaT 
prize  (gold  watch  to  be  held  for  one 
y*>ar  by  the  best  and  most  useful 
rirl),  donated  by  the  late  Thomas 
Trenholme.    Isabel   Dodds. 

Amoi>g  those  present  were:  Lieut^- 
Col.  E.  B.  Busteed,  K.C.,  Mr.  J. 
Hugh  Peattie,  l^oxu,  Secretary  In- 
rtustria!  Home;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  G. 
Owen,  Mr.  H.  A.  Layton.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  P.  E.  Layton,  Mr.  E.  J.  Bed- 
brook.  Judge  Seth  Leet,  Mr.  R.  W. 
and  Mrs.  Reford,  Rev.  G.  Living- 
stone, Rev.  S.  Martin.  Rev.  H.  Step- 
lien,  Rev.  A.  D.  Mackenzifv  Mrs. 
Clark  Murray,  Mrs.  A.  C.  Johnston, 
Mrs.  A.  E.  Norris,  Mrs.  G  H.  Birks, 
Mr.  Arthur  Egg.  Mrs.  Godbee  Brown, 
Mrs.  J.  Ogilvy  Harris,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
D.,  Darling,  Principal  A.  M.  Mc- 
Phee,  Rev.  J.  A.  Osborne  and  Rev. 
A.    S.   Ross. 
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STRONG  APPEAL 

FOR  AID  FOR 

BUND 

Delegation  Asks  Provincial 
Government  tor  Grant  oi 
$10,000  Yearly  to  Cana- 
dian Institute  for  Blind 


Asking     for    a    grant    of     $10,000 
yearly  to  the  Canadian  Institute  for 
the  Blind  from  the  Provincial  Gov- 
ernip.ient,  a  very  large  and  inf  luentdal 
delegation  representing    the     Board 
01   Managers  of  the  Halifax   School 
for    the  Blind,    and    including  with 
jthem    Archbishop    Worrell,    Monsig- 
|uor  Foley,  Rev.   (Major)  E.  E.  Gra- 
iiam.   Dr.    Clarence   Mackinnon,   Sir 
JFre^'.erick   Fraser,   Superintendent  of 
the  local  institution,  Mr.   George  S 
Campbell,  who  introduceid  the   dele- 
gation,   and    many   prominent   busi- 
ness men    oi    the    city,  addressed  a 
laint  meciting  of  the  memhers  of  the 
House  cf  Assembly  and  the  Legisla- 
tive   Council    yosterday    afternoon. 
Earlier  in  the  session  a  delegation 
had  waited    on  the    Government    in 
ihe  interests  of  the   siame  institute, 
whioih,  by  the   way,  is  distinct  from 
the    Halifax     School    for  the  Blind, 
and    found    Premier     Murra,y     very 
sympathetic     toward  their    request. 
Hon.     E.     H.     Armstrong,     Acting 
L-eader   of  the   Government,   decided 
thait  it  would  be  well  for  the  meai- 
))ers  of  b.)th  Houses   of  Parliaanent 
to  be  made  further  acquainted  with 
i.he  work,  needs  and  objects  of  this 
Canadian  Institute  for  the  Blind  and 
reasons  for  their  application  to  thi- 
Legislature  for  linanoial  assistance. 
As    a    result    he  arranged   that  the 
delegation  should  place  their  needs 
'before   the   mem;bers  in  joint  meet- 
ing.      The  House  of  Assembly  wai 
adjourned  at  four  o'clock  to  peim't 
of  the  delegation's  a/ttendance. 


Aid  For  The  Blind. 

The  direct  object  of  the  deilesa- 
tion  wias  to  secure  aid  for  the  adult 
blind  person  in  order  tJhat  they  miay 
be  enabled  to  earn  tlieir  livelihood 
and  Ibe  kept  from  idleness.  This 
is  the  object  of  the  Canadiian  In&ti 
tute  for  the  Blind,  a  branch  of  whicui 
has  been  formed  in  Halifax.  Fig- 
ures quoted  by  members  of  the  dele- 
gajtion  were  to  the  effect  that  of  543 
blind  people  in  Nova,  Scotia,  the 
large  majority  of  these  are  over 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  There  was 
great  necessity  that  thoy  should  be 
made  as  nearly  self-siuipporting  as 
possible.  So  far  the  efforts  to  do 
so  in  Nova  Scotia  had  bi^n  almost 
ajltogether  f^manoed  by  Ontario  and 
funds  from  other  parts  of  Canada. 
The  Ontario  Government  gave  $50,- 
000  annual  to  the  insftdtute,  and  tne 
Governments  of  Manitoba,  Saskat- 
chewan. Alberta  and  British  Colum- 
bia were  giving  $10,000  each.  The 
ispeer^hes  maid?  by  Sir  Frederick 
Fraser  and  Dr.  J.  A.  Macdonald, 
the  former  the  Superintendent  o'c 
the  Halifax  Institution,  ar.d  the  lat- 
ter one  of  its  most  brilliant  gradu- 
ates, were  moving,  eloquent  appeals 
for  aid  and  prr.ctioal  sjir.pathy  for 
those  who  live  in  diarkness. 


Appealed  For  Hrlp. 

Sir  Frederick  sipesially  referred 
tc  the  "proud  day"  when  the  Prov- 
ince of  Nova  ScoUa,  in  1882,  lh.ad 
irovided  for  the  free  edvjoa/tion  oi 
the  blind  of  the  Province.  From 
th.at  day  forward  the  insitf.tution  at 
Halifax  had  grown  rapidly  and  ef- 
ficiently. The  prolblem  of  teaching 
the  blind  ■ivias  divided  into  two  parts, 
those  under  twenty-one  years  of  age 
and  these  over.  They  have  a  sys- 
tem by  wihiich  they  send  teachers 
throughout  itihe  Province  to  teaeh 
adult  blind  people,  many  cf  whom 
become  blind  after  having  reached 
(he  adult  age,  in  thedr  homes.'  Put 
there  was  limited  income  for  the 
work.  The  Canadiian  Nationail  In- 
stitute for  the  Blind  had  been  or- 
ganised for  this  work.  There  are  a 
certain  number  of  young  men  who 
come  to  the  school  who  oannot  pos- 
sibly fight  the  battles  ft  Mfe.  They 
should  be  trained  in  something 
which  would  yield  at  least  a  por- 
tion of  their  livelihood.       As  great 


ISS'Was  the  caliamity  to  lose  one's 
sight,  greater  and  rosovi  deplorable 
was  it  to  live  in  idleness  because 
of  it.       He  appealed  to  the  Legisla- 

Sre  to  help  them  do  something  for 
ese  afflicted  people. 

Dr.  J.  A.  Macdonald,  himself  a 
product  of  what  the  Halifax  Insti- 
tution can  do  for  the  blind,  and  a 
testimony  of  what  blind  people  can 
do  for  them?ielves  if  means  be  af- 
forded, eloquently  pled  the  causa 
cf  the  adult  blind.  He  said  tha'-. 
desipite  their  handicawc  scores  of 
sightless  persons  ajohiieved  distinct- 
tion  and  success  in  business  and 
professional  callings.  To  an  un- 
fortunately large  number,  however, 
blindness  was  an  affliction  and  a 
bitter  loss,  because  it  cuts  them  off 
from  what  otherwise  might  be  their 
field  of  activities.  Such  blind 
persons  are  unable  to  compete  in 
work  where  giood  vision  is  a  neces- 
silty  and  are  doomed  to  the  unspeak- 
able misery  of  enforced  idleness.  It 
is  to  improve  the  conditions  of  this 
class,  the  necessitous  blind,  that  the 
work  of  the  Canadian  Institute  was 
being  organisied  and  developed. 
They  strove  to  give  the  blind  ad- 
van  toigcs  according  to  their  needs  so 
that  they  may  become  wage-earners 
ond  supporters  of  the  public  good. 
They  aid  to  minimise  their  limita- 
tions and  give  them  work  thait  they 
can  perform.  It  is  a  day  of  com- 
munity services,  and  no  one  will 
cj'.iestion  the  wiadom  of  the  effo-t 
in  making  fhe  blind  feel  the  joy  tthat 
every  human  heart  craves,  and 
which  comes  alone  from  doing  that 
which  is  useful  in  the  economic 
scheme  of  the  community. 

Dr.  Macdonald  told  of  what  was 
being  done  in  Halifax.  A  large  fac- 
tory building  had  been  erected  at 
a  cost  of  $40,009,  where  blind  men 
can  work  qt  various  trades  and 
leara  productive  work.  Dr.  Mac- 
donald is  one  of  the  leading  osteo- 
path practitionfirs  in  the  Province 

Other  speakers  were  Archbishop 
WOiVrell.  Monsignor  Foley,  Dr.  Clar- 
ence Mip.ckinnon  and  Rev.  E.  E. 
GraHiam.  At  the  conclusion  of  the 
hearing  Mr.  Armstrong  assured  the 
delesation  of  the  Governm.ent's  clos- 
est consideration  and  svmmalthy. 


SAYS  PENSIONS  MUSI  ■ 
BE  ASSURED  10  BU^D 

Market    for   Their   Goods    Be- 
coming Smaller,   McDougall 
Tells  Pension  Commission. 


VETERANS    APPEAL 


Shame  They  Should  Have  to  Im- 
peril Lives  From   Want, 
Says  Capt.  Parry. 


.  "I  do  not  think  the  public  of  Can- 
ada realize  thai  the  blinded  soldiers 
have  to  appead  before  a  commission 
to  ask  that  their  $60  a  month  be 
made  permanent.  Even  if  their  pen- 
sion were  to  be  doubled,  and  they 
vere  on  easy  street  for  the  rest  of 
their  lives,  the  bounty  would  still  be 
in  their  debt."  They  have  been  de- 
prived of  the  most  valuable  posses- 
sion, of  mankind.  These  men  have 
made  a  sacrifice  that  will  continue 
to  the  end.  It  is  a  shame  they  should 
have  to  imperil  their  lives,  by  not 
having  enough  to  live  on,"  so  said 
Captain  W.  Parry  before  the  pen- 
sions commission,  futhering  the  ap- 
peal made  by  Captain  Baker  and  Mr. 
H.  fcugall  for  a  permanent  and  ade- 
quate pensions  for  the  men  who  lost 
their   sight  in    the   war. 

Led  before  the  commission,  D.  J. 
McDougall  and  Captain  Edward 
Baker,  respectively  president  and 
vice-president  of  the  Sir  Arthur 
Pearson  Hall  Club,  must  by  their 
helplessness,  both  being  blind,  have 
made  a  forcible  .silent  appeal  on  be- 
half of  the  blinded  soldiers  before 
they  started  their  wordy  plea  for 
stabilization   of   pensions. 

Too  Small  an  fncome. 

The  life  of  the  blinded  soldier  was 
outlined  by  Captain  Baker,  who  said 
That  the  employments  followed  were, 
trenerally  spealiing,  only  good  for 
providing-  occupation,  and  n«t  a!i 
adequate  living  income. 

It  was  mentioned  that  piano  tun- 
ing £ls  a  vocation  for  the  blind  had 
not  bee  na  success,  as  men  needed 
tJie  ear  training  for  that  from  child- 
hood; that  poultry  farming  was  als(,> 
impractical  on  account  of  financing 
needed;  and  that  in  other  calling.s 
suitable  for  the  blind  many  difficul- 
ties were  found.  f 


In  answer  tu  a  question  Capt. 
Baker  said  that  blind  typists  were 
a.mong  the  first  to  be  laiid  off  when 
the  work  at  the  D.SC.R.,  where  they 
■wore  employed,   gvevf  slack. 

Mr.  McDougall,  speaking  on  behalf 
jof  the  blind,  said  "the  average  man 
without  disability  takes  his  normal 
place  in  industry,  and  normally  ad- 
vances with  iijcreasiin  gincome.  The 
bliniied  men  are  for  greater  part  in 
handicraft  industries,  and  have  no 
pro.spect  of  advancement.  Exper- 
ience is  that  already  the  market  for 
the  goods  they  make  has  become 
.smaller,  in  fifteen  years  it  will  be 
sn^ialler  sibill,  and  the  men  must  de- 
pend on  their  income  from  pensions. 
Therefore  the  present  pension  plus 
bonus  must  be  assured  for  the  fu-i 
ture."  m^ 
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FINE  DISPLAY  IN 
MAIN  FAIR  HALL 


KXniBmo.v     Biiiiii)iN<;     .made 

.\TTUA(TtVE   BY    EXHIBITS 


Xntlonal    Insthntc    for    Blind    Makes 

Creditablf*  .Showing — liocal  Firms 

Well     Represented 

Work  of  BUnd  Men 

The      Canadian''    Nationai    Institata 
for  the   Blind   has  an  exhibit   ?howing 

worft (TOTIC      by      those   totally    blind. 

Broom  making,  expert  piano  tuning, 
maa.sage.  willow  work,  reed  ba,sketry 
and  trays,  h.immoek  making  and 
other  netting,  knitting  and  fancy 
work.  toa<!hing  poultry  f.arming  and 
rag  rug  weaving,  are  all  represented 
among  the  occupations  at  the  insti- 
tute. Their  e.\l.ibit  at  the  fair  show^.>3 
l>rooms  that  the  blind  employees  have 
mado. 
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Recent  Books   Issued   Deal 

With  Canadian  Government 

and  Institutions 

An  effort  to  educate  the  blind  of 
Canada  to  a  fuller  knowledge  of 
Canadian  government  will  b©  made 
this  fall  in  the  publication  in  Braille 
by  the  Library  Department  of     the 


National  Institute  for  the  Blind  of 
the  book,  entitled,  "Our  Govern- 
ment," by  Mrs.  Mable  McLuhan 
Stevenson.  This  department  giving 
preference  to  Canadian  literature  In 
Its  yearly  publications,  also  antici- 
pates publishing  two  books  of  fiotlon 
by  Canadian  writers.  During  last 
year  the  books  published  in  Braille 
by  the  library  Included,  "When 
Canada  Was  Young  France,"  by  Dr. 
George  Locke,  and  "Maria  Chapde- 
lalne." 

Other  Books  on  Ulst. 

Among  the  booiis  recently  added 
to  the  shelves  of  the  library  is  a 
copy  of  "When  Valmond  Came  to 
Pontiac,"  by  Sir  Gilbert  Parker,  and 
copied  by  hand  In  Braille  by  an  Ot- 
tawa lady,  who  is  now  enga,ged  in 
copying  "The  King's  Arrow,"  by  H. 
G.  Cody.  Miss  Kaulbach.  a  blind 
girl  residing  In  Lunenburg  county. 
Nova  Scotia,   who  several  years  ago 

-  copied  Klrby's  "Golden  Dog"  by 
hand  in  Braille,  is  now  copying  for 
the   library,    "Fan    of    Belsey's,"      by 

~  John   Freeman. 

Books  of  Romance  Popular. 

During  the  year  1922  more  than 
12,000  volumes  were  circulated 
among  blind  readers  throughout 
Canada  from  the  distributing  library 
in  Toronto.  These  readers  generally 
find  the  greatest  appeal  in  stories  of 
romancfe;  that  are  vital  and  thrilling 
with  love,  intrigue  and  sword-play, 
Mr.  C.  S.  Swift,  the  Librarian,  told 
a  representative  of  The  Globe.  "The 
Three  Musketeers"  is  a  favorite  type 
of  story,  and  it  Is  anticipated  that 
"The  Sacrifice  of  the  Shannon,"  a 
Canadian  novel  by  Albert  Hickman, 
which  it  is  hoped  will  be  published 
m  Braille  this  winter,  will  meet  with 
universal  favor  among  blind  readers. 

Thanks  From  Egypt.  >» 

"The  Braille  Courier,"  a  monthly 
periodical  published  by  the  Library 
Department,  Isarulng  approximately 
400  copies  per  month,  is  becoming 
a  link  connecting  blind  readers  in 
many  parts  of  the  world,  making  its 
appearance  In  all  parts  of  the  Brit- 
ish Empire,  France,  Sweden,  Mexi- 
co, Eigypt,  New  Zealand  and  India. 
A  letter,  written  in  Braille,  was  re- 
cently received  by  Mr.  Swift  from  a 
blind  Egyptian  in  Cairo,  who  wrote: 
"I  wish  I  were  a  bird  and  could  fly 
over  Canada  and  thank,  you  for 
what  your  magazine  has  done  for 
the   blind." 

"  Esperanto,  which  is  becoming  ex- 
ceedingly popular  with  blind  organ- 

•  Izations  throughout  the  world,  is  ex- 
citing interest  in  various  parts  of 
the  Dominion,  and  blind  folk  are  be- 
ginning to  study  this  universal  lan- 
guage. A  blind  boy  in  the  Maritime 
Provinces  has  recently  mastered  Es- 
peranto through  literature  supplied 
3y  the  Library  Department  in  To- 
onto. 
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Giving  Eyes  ta^igittless  and 

Bright  ening  the  Darkened  Way 


How  Winnipeg's  Blind  Workers  Spend  Their  Days  —  A 
"^       Walk  Through  the  Work  shops  of  the  Winnipeg  Insti- 
ll       tute — ^Present    Quarters    Seriously  Cramped. 


By  HELEN  E.  VIALOUX. 

It  was  the  writer's  privllejre  to  visit 
the  workshops  and  broom  factory  of 
the  Canadian  National  Institute  of 
the  Blind,  52  Gertie  street,  recently. 
There  was  found  in  the  institute, 
as  usual,  a  hive  of  industry  with  a 
record  of  splendid  progress,  especi- 
ally as  the  scope  of  the  work  has  been 
enlarged  and  a  market  found  for  the 
products  of  the  blind  workers.  Here 
are  happy,  contented-looking  men 
and  women  making  an  honest  living 
In  competition  with  those  that  see, 
though  deprived  of  one  of  God's 
greatest   gifts — perfect   vision. 

In  the  Broom  Factory. 
About  20  men  are  in  the  broom  fac- 
tory, on  an  average.  They  are  en- 
gaged in  the  making  of  brooms  of  tho 
finest  quality,  the  best  of  materials 
only  being  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
the  different  types  of  brooms.  Com- 
mencing work  In  1918,  this  Winni- 
peg branch  was  opened  up  from  To- 
ronto. Five  of  the  ^reat  corn-pro- 
ducing states  furnish  the  bi-oom  corn, 
the  best  material  coming  from  Texas, 
U.S.A.  As  sightless  men  cannot  as- 
sort color  In  broom  corn,  no  inferior 
materials  are  given  them  to  work  up. 
The  training  Is  done  by  an  expert  at 
the  trade,  until  proflclency  becomes  a 
habit;  then  only  supervision  is 
needed. 

An   Indian   Chief's  Son. 

The  output  of  brooms  has  increased  [ 
BO  per  cent.  The  output  of  the  fac-  | 
tory  Is  now  16  dozen  per  week.  Scv- 
eral  of  the  workers  of  two  years  ago 
have  become  very  expert.  Louis 
Moosomln,  the  fine  Cree  Indians,  who 
dhows  his  good  breeding  in  his  face. 
Is  now  a  first  class  broow  maker,  and 
as  happy  as  a  king.  He  is  the  son  of 
a  CroQ  chief,  and  sightless  from  his; 
birth.  Louis  has  learned  to  speak 
fair  English  and  when  Mr.  Peach  told 
him  last  summer  he  could  gratify  an 
often  expressed  wish  and  have  three 
weeks'  holiday  on  the  old  Cree  re- 
serve near  Battleford,  and  his  place 
in  the  workship  would  be  kept  for 
him,  Louis  mused  and  shook  his 
head:  "Maybe  I  can't  get  back  from 
away  there  and  I  like  it  here."  So 
the  big.  good  natured  child  of  nature, 
a  real  stole,  stayed  at  his  machine 
and    always    wears    a    sunny    smile! 


Harold  Green  is  a  good  worker  and 
a  bright-looking  lad,  blind  from  birth 
also.  He  told  his  landlady  in  con- 
fidence he  was  so  fond  of  coffee  that 
If  he  ever  got  drowned,  he  hoped  it 
would  be  in  coffee. 

Blind   War   Veteran's  Trip. 

W.  J.  Wallace,  a  blind  veteran  of 
the  wra,  has  just  returned  from  a 
pleasant  trip  down  to  Toronto,  where 
he  attended  the  annual  re-union  of 
blinded  veterans  of  the  great  war, 
where  men  from  all  over  Canada  met 
at  Sir  Arthur  Pearson  Hall,  and  had 
a  convention  in  this  splendid  insti- 
tute. Over  50  soldiers  and  sailors  I 
were  In  attendance  and  Mayor  C.  A.  | 
McGuire,  of  Toronto,  gave  them  a 
warm  welcome  on  behalf  of  the  •city. 
Besides  helpful  addresses  on  the 
problems  of  the  sightless,  the  men  en- I 
joyed  a  five  weeks'  programme,  which 
included  a  garden  party  in  the  beau- 
tiful grounds  of  Pearson  Hall,  an 
afternoon  devoted  to  sports,  a  concert 
with  a  first  class  programme,  a  visit 
to  a  leading  theatre  to  hear  the 
Dumbells — 80  tickets  being  donated  by 
the  management — and  to  wind  up  the 
re-union  a  dance  in  the  Improvised 
ballroom  at  Pearson  Hall.  The  men, 
were  enable  to  take  this  trip  from  all 
over  the  Dominion,  with  their  escortsj 
from  funds  provided  in  "the  After- j 
Care  Department"  and  the  S.  C.  R.  of 
Ca^nada. 

Marketing  the  Work. 

A  peep  into  the  store  on  Portage 
avenue  where  the  women's  auxiliary 
of  the  Institute  have  had  a  sale  of 
articles  made  by  the  blind,  all  this 
week,  gives  a  good  idea  of  the  fine 
class  of  goods  manufactured  by  those 
working  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Institute  In  Winnipeg.  There  are 
beautiful  baskets,  vases  the  acme  of 
perfection,  line  reed  work,  flower-pot 
holders  and  hand-knitting  of  all 
kinds.  Babies'  knitting  is  an  espe- 
cially attractive  section  at  the  store 
and  in  the  factory. 

In  charge  of  the  workers  are  ex- 
pfiPta  in  all  these  branches  as  well 
as  teaching  the  sightless  to  read 
Braille,  finding  their  eyes  in  their 
fingers.  In  a  wonderful  way.  Some 
of  these  skilled  teachers  are  sight- 
less themselves,  having  been  trained 
in  the  e^st;    others  are   sighted.  The 


superintendent.  Mr.  Peach,  has  re- 
cently returned  from  Regina,  where 
work  for  the  amelioration  of  the 
blind  is  being  carried  on  under  his 
supervision.  Two  teachers  work  In 
the  province  of  Saskatchewan;  two 
In  the  country  districts  of  Manitoba, 
and  one  in  the  city  of  Winnipeg, 
finding  work  for  six  days  in  the 
week. 


OA'D  BY  BLIND  WORKERS 
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The  Utile  one  m  tuo  ^^jl^.^,  i« 
olad  from  head  to  toe  In  woollena 
knitted  by  sightless  women  workers 
at  the  Institute  for  the  Blind,  Qcrtle 
street. 

Miss  Ella  M.  L'yne,  president  of 
the  Registered  Nurses'  association  of 
Regina,   is   in  charge   of  the  work  at 


n    ' 


There   is   digrnit>'   and  strength    and   breeding  In   the    face    of    XiOuis    -Mooslmln,    Crce    Indian    worker 
chief's  son,  who  is  shown  at  his  craft  In  the  broom  fac  tory.  National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  Winnipeg. 


and 


that  point,  handling  cases  that  coma 
to  her  notice,  reporting  details  to 
the  advisory  board  of  the  western 
division  and  generally  speeding  up 
this  most  necessary  work. 

Eager  to  Learn  Crafts, 
A  good  many  blind  persons,  both 
men  and  women,  have  no  desire  to 
learn  to  read  Braille,  especially 
where  they  have  passed  their  first 
.youth;  tout  every- blind  person  wants 
to  learn  some  handicraft  to  break 
the  montony  of  their  lives  and  to  be 
able  to  ea.m  a  decent  living.  The 
output  of  all  these  workers  In  the 
work  rooms,  factory,  or  homes,  has 
become  large  and  a  ready  market  Is 
the  best  assistance  the  general  pub- 
lic can  give  our  blind  in  Manitoba 
and  Saskatchewan.  Why  send  to 
China  and  Japan  for  our  reed  bas- 
kets and  trays  when  they  are  well 
made  at  a  moderate  price  in  our 
country  by  a  most  deserving,  handi- 
capped class   of  our  own   citizens? 


Brightening    Dark    Way. 

The  various  rooms  in  the  work- 
shops are  bright,  cheery  and  well- 
heated  in  winter^-  There  are  sewing- 
rooms,  knitting-rooms  and  a  bas- 
ketry shop,  all  in  charge  of  experts 
in  each  branch.  A  cosy  room  with 
some  easy  chairs  and  a  table  ia  used 
as  a  lunch  room  for  the  girls  and 
women  taking  instruction.  Rrom  a 
social  viewpoint,  a  great  deal  is  done 
to  brighten  the  lives  of  the  blind  in 
the  substitute.  Tickets  are  fre- 
quently donated  by  the  managements 
of  the  various  theatres  or  concert 
halls.  This  week  the  Walyker  thea- 
tre sent  '{O  tickets  to  the  blind  folk 
through -the  Institute.  The  superin- 
tendent and  board  directors  are  most 
grateful  for  these  kindly  acts,  which 
give  their  charges  great  pleasure. 

The  Somen's  auxiliary  have  co- 
operated in  the  work  of  the  Insti- 
tute, not  the  least  task  they  have 
undertaken  being  the  finding  of  sale 
for  the  goods  made  by  the  sightless. 


A  Serious  Need. 

There  Is  a  real  need  for  an  en- 
largement of  the  premises'  on  Gertie 
street.  The  broom  fa^»5ry  and  work^ 
rooms  are  in  a  crowded  condition. 
In  the  near  future  this  problem  of 
increased  accommodation  will  have 
to  be  faced  by  the  directors. 

Another  helpful  phase  of  work 
has  been  taken  up  by  the  school 
board,  who  gladly  acted  on  the  in- 
formation brought  to  them  from 
older  cities  and  have  started  a 
"sigh -saving"  class  in  the  public 
schools  this  past  season,  where  a 
number  of  pupils  who  have  not  nor- 
mal vision  are  classed  together  and 
provided  with  text  books  of  large 
type '  to  enable  them  to  save  their 
sight  and  yet  do  good  work  at  school. 
The  Institute  for  the  Blind  carries 
on  a  campaign  of  prevention  of 
blindness  in  this  and  many  other 
ways. 
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PINE  PRODUCTS  SEEN     j 
AT  BLIND  INSTITUTE 

Durability-Making  Articles  Popular 
li  Christmas  Buyers. 


(.■Articles  of  general  utility  —  baby 
knitted  clothes,  baskets,  brooms  — rj 
made  with  that  care  and  pains  wUicn 
ensures  durability,  are  being  turnea 
out  by  the  sightless  workers  in  thej 
Canadian  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind,  52  Gertie  street,  Winnipcgj 
"There  are  only  a  few  thing's  a  blind 
person  can  do  to  make  a  living,"  said 
a  user  of  the  institute's  products  re- 
cently, "'but  these  things  they  do  re- 
markably  well." 

In  reed  work,  the  institute  is  show- 
ing- more  than  a  hundred  designs  in 
baskets,  trays,  ferneries,  etc.  House- 
maids' apVoiis,  tea  aprons,  booties 
socks,  baby  baskets,  towels,  nighties, 
pillow-cases,  children's  stockings, 
mitts,  metal-lined  hanging  flower-, 
pot  holders,  waste  baskets — thesej 
are  only  a  few  of  the  articles  the 
Christmas-time  buyer  finds  in  the 
institute's  stock.  The  blind  people 
who  earn  their  living  in  the  institute 
excel  in  basket  weaving,  broom  mak- 
ing, piano  tuning,  hand  and  machine 
sewing  (plain),  chair  caning  and! 
canoe  seats,  chocheting  and  lace-i 
making,  and  hand  and  machine  knit-j 
ting.  . ! 

The  institute,  which  was  incorpor-1 
ated  in  the  spring  of  1918,  with  the 
object  "to  ameliorate  the  condition  of 
the  blind  in  Canada."  takes  complete 
care  of  its  .sightless  workers — 
teaches  them  their  woylt,  provides  a 
salesroom  and  afterca/e  service,  and 
undertakes  the  sal^of  all  articles 
manufactured.  / 


Sightless  Men  and  Women 

Warmed  by  Yuletide  Cheer 


One  of  the  hapipiest  parties  in  this 
city  on  the  great  festive  day  was 
that  held  at  the  Masonic  Temple, 
Yonge  street,  when  some  260  sight- 
less men  and  women  were  the  guests 
of  the  Toronto  Branch  of  the  Wom- 
en's Auxiliary  of  the  Canadian  Na- 
tional Institute  for  the  Blind.  The 
great  hall  was  gay  with  Christmas 
decorations,  and  on  either  side  of 
the  stage  a  splendid  tree  glittered 
with  lights  and  tinsel  and  carried 
on    its    strong   green      branches    the 

:  rosy   trimmings   of   the   season. 

The  guests   on  arriving  were   wel- 

]  corned  by  Miss  MaJbel  Cory,  Presi- 
dent of  the  M'^OTnan's  Auxiliary,  and 
by  Mrs.  Lionel  Clarke,  and  were 
guided  to  their  seats  by  a  corps  of 
V.A.D.'s  "and  other  helpers.  Mr. 
"Jules  Brazil,  who  at  last  year's  party 
delighted  everyone  with  song  and 
Jest  and  story,  was  present  again, 
and  very  soon  established  a  truly 
"Merry  Christmas"  by  the  force  of 
his  contagious  mirth.  Mrs.  Brazil 
assisted  in  the  program  b.v  srtnging 
a  duet  with  Miss  Agnes  Adle,  who 
was  heard  also  in  two  or  three  beau- 
tiful solos.  Miss  Emma  Thompson 
completed  the  enitertainment  by  glv- 

TSK^umorous  recitations. 


At  prettily  decorated  tables  -which 
stretched  across  the  spacious  room 
tea  was  served,  the  V.A.D.'s  and  a 
nuTnber  of  other  assistants  waiting 
attentively  upon  the  guests.  The 
helpers  included  Miss  Babs  Mulock, 
Miss  Diana  Clark,  Miss  Dorothy  Cas- 
sels.  Miss  Catherine  Christie,  Miss 
Estelle  Hodgins,  Miss  Elizabeth  Kerr. 
Miss  Phyllis  Osier,  Miss  Johnston, 
Miss  Madeline  Williams,  Miss  Isa- 
belle  Williams,  Miss  Annette  Blalkie, 
Miss  Harrieit  Brouse,  Mies  Jean 
Baird,  Miss  Helen  Beattle.  Miss 
Isaibelle  Cawthra,  Miss  R.  Dipoo, 
Miss  Margaret  Walsh  and  Miss 
Pearl    Forsyth. 

The  climax  of  the  afternoon  w«.s 
reached,  however,  when  Santa  Claus 
appeared,  and,  amid  much  joy  and 
laughter,  presented  every  man,  wom- 
an and  child  with  presents.  The 
Jolly  Saint  was  Imper.sonated  by  Dr. 
Frawley,  and  the  gifts  Included 
gloves,  toibacco,  scarfs  and  choco- 
lates. 

During  the  afternoon  Mr.  John 
O'Connor  gave  a  short  address,  and 
the  genial  Chairman  was  Mr.  L.  M. 
Wood.  The  ladies  of  the  auxiliary 
who  so  capably  managed  the  affair 
svere:  Mrs.  Graeme  Adam,  Mrs.  W. 
B.  McLean,  Mrs.  James  Scott.  Mrs. 
Miller  Laeh.  Mrs.  W.  J.  Elliott.  Mrs. 
R.  J.  Christie,  Miss  Jean  Wood  and 
others.  j 
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WO/?AC  DOTVE  FO/?  BLllW 
TOLD  TO  ALUMNAE 

Interesting  Address  Given  to 

Former  Students  of  Queen's 

University 


A> 
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The  Queen's  University  Alumnae 
iAssociatlon  held  a  delightful  even- 
ing session  last  night  in  the  rooms 
of  the  Federation  of  University 
fatudents,   80  Bloor  street  west. 

The  speaker  of  the  evening,  Cap- 
tain Baker  of  the  Canadian  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind,  himself  a 
Queen'a  alumvius,  spoke,  of  the  re- 
cent founding  and  rapid  growth  of 
the  institute  with  which  he  is  I'^lenti- 
•i\cA,  its  branches  in  several  cities 
across  the  Dominion,  and  the  facili- 
ties offered  hy  it  to  the  blind  for 
technical  training,  employment,  re- 
creation, and  general  education.  A 
.significant  development,  he  re- 
marked. Was  the  still  more  recent 
growth  of  sight-saving  classes  for 
those  of  defective  vision  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preventing  blindness  . 

Mr.  Munro  sang  two  eolos  with 
pleasing  effect.  Miss  Annie  E.  Gor- 
don of  Turkey  described  briefly  the 
condition  of  the  blind  In  the  coun- 
try of  her  adoption. 

Miss  Flora  Stewart,  President  of 
the  Toronto  Branch  of  the  Queen's 
Unive.reity  Alumnae  Association,  an- 
nounced that  the  next  meeting  would 
take  the  form  of  a  lecture  to  be 
delivered  by  Professor  John  ^^c- 
Naughton.  _-— (••^'''^ 


Are  Too  Many  Tag  Days 
Police  Commissioners  Say 

Out  of  four  applications  made 
yesterday  for  tag  da-J's,  the  Board 
of  Police  Commissioners  granted 
two,  one  to  the  Canadian  Institute 
for  the  Blind,  the  oth^r  to  the  Sal- 
vation Aliuf .  Applications  from 
the  Toronto  Humane  Society  and  the 
Navy  League  were  laid  over.  Dur- 
ing the  discussio.*!,  the  members  of 
the  Board  expressed  their  belief  that 
tag  days  were  becoming,  too  fre- 
ouent,  and  that  the  public  should 
nx^t  be  imposed   upon. 


TAG  DAY  FOR  THE  BUND. 


To-morrow    is    tag    day      for    the 
blind.      Doubtless   most   of  our   Tor- 
onto  readers  have   this   fact   already 
fixed       in       their      memorj-.      Others 
will    thanlv    u.s    for   reminding   them, 
for    who    that    can    spare    for    others 
will    want   to    be    overlooked    in    this 
collection?      There    is    implanted    in 
all  of  us — even  the  worst  of  us — an 
instinct    to    go    to    the   assis-tance    of 
the  blind.      Men  known  to   be  arro- 
gant,   cynical    and    even    notoriously 
■wicked  have  gone  out  of  their  way 
(o    pilot    the    blind    over    dangerous 
ground.     Much  therefore  is  to  be  ex- 
pected from  the  good  people  of  Tor- 
onto to-morrow  when  the  opportun- 
ity   to    bring    happiness    to    a    large 
number  of  blind  men  and  women  is 
presented    to    them    by    the    taggers 
who  are   picketed   all    over   the   city. 
The    contributors    will    not    be    per- 
ceptibly the  poorer  and  the  treasury 
of    the    National     Institute     for    the 
Blind    will    be    handsomely    replen- 
ished.     Bartimeus    sitting      by      the 
wayside    begging    is       no      longer    a 
familiar   spectacle   in   Toronto.      For 
that  we  have  to  thank  the  Institute 
land    tile    true    friends    of    humanity 
Iwho   are    directing    it.      What    more 
steadfast  friend  could  people  handi- 
capped in  the  race  for  life  have  than 
Mrs.    laonel    Clarke    has    proved    to 
the  blind  of  Toronto  and  of  the  coun- 
try generally?     We  remembei-  'vhen 
she  first  identified  herself  with  this 
cause    before   the   war   and    how  she 
multiplied  her  exertions  in   that  be- 
half  when    the   war   multiplied      the 
number  of  the  sightless.     Many  men 
and    women,    lacking     nothing      but 
sight,    possessing   indeed    other   gifts 
than  "that  one  talent  which  is  death 
|*'to  hide,"  are  to-day  living  the   life 
jof    cheerful    producers     because     of 
jthe  work  that  has  been  done  by  Mrs. 
j  Clarke    and    her    associates    to    give 
them  a  chance  in  life.     In   the  year 
1 1923  the  men's  industrial  depart.aicnt 
[Of    the    Canadian    National    Institute 
(for  the  Blind  produced  10,82'5  dozen 
brooms,  and   the   women's   industrial 
department    turned    out    5,811    dozen 
garments.    The   output  of  the   men's 
iwillow    shop    of    hampers,       laundry 
[baskets,   etc.,   for  the   year  is  of  the 


^^^i^  $3,920;  and  t  he^-alueoTTh  e 
=iannual  consignments  is  $31,269.  Help 
[on  this  grand  work  by  contributing 
I  to-morrow  to  the  fund  the  taggei's 
lare  collecting.  Many  can  and  will 
give  liberally;  let  all  give  as  they 
can   afford. 


l  "It  won'tJ^  long  now,"  the  old 
[blind  moi^scd  to  say  to  the  instruc- 
j  tor  when4hey  first  began  their  work 

I  at  ti%;  Tjisketr/  -workroom  for  the 
'blini^ 

/     "It   won't   be   long   till   when?"   she 
used   to  ask. 
|!1     "it  won't  be   long  till   death."   they 
j  would    reply,    fumbling    listlessly    at 
the   unfamiliar   tools.     Some  of  them 
has  been   blind  for     twenty     years — 
twenty  years  spent     in     waiting    for 
death.  They  had  been  found  living  ,rn 
melancholy  boarding  hou.ses  and  evK^- 
smelling    lodgings    downtown,      contw 
plctely  isolated  from  life,  countin^&tt- 
the  months  and  the  years  till  the    end.  I 
They    were     the     broken     fragments 
that    could    no    longer   be    fitted    into 
society. 

However,  it  is  the  business  of  the 
Canadian  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind  to  gather  up  the  fragments. 
About  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  it  took 
these  old  men  and  restored  them  to 
life  again;  they  are  really  twice- 
born  men.  Their  factory  and  home 
is  an  old  house  at  583  Church  .street. 
It  is  a  house  that  belongs  to  the 
days  of  the  district's  grandeur,  and 
the  drawing-room  has  been  turned 
into  a  worl-troom.  It  is  a  big  long 
room,  filled  with  sunshine,  so  that 
even  in  their  blindness  the  workers 
have  a  sense  of  warmth  and  bright- 
ness. And  there  they  work  all  day 
long,  making  gift  baskets  and  flower 
stands  and  reed  tables,  and  at  the 
end  of  the  day  they  can  scarcely  be 
persuaded  to  lay  aside  their  tools. 
Tliey  are  all  self-supporting  and  they 
are  all  completely  absorbed  in  life. 

"I  never  hear  anyone  say  any 
more  that  it  won't  be  long  till  death," 
taid    the    instructor. 

One  Is  Rejuvenated 
'rhe  one  they  call  Stevenson  is  a 
man  between  fifty  and  sixty  years  of 
age.  In  his  other  life  he  was  a 
bricklayer  and  cement  mixer.  One  day 
lie  was  laying  a  cement  floor  in  a 
barn  in  the  country.  It  was  a  day  of 
high  winds  and  when  someone  unex- 
pectedly opened  the  barn  door  the 
cement  was  blown  in  his  face. 

Stevenson  wiped  the  cement  from 
his  eyes  and  presently  he  went  into 
the  house  for  dinner.  All  the  time 
lie  was  eating  he  was  conscio'-is  of  a 
growing  darkness  about  him,  and 
when  he  rose  from  the  table  a  quar- 
ter of  an   hour   later     he   was   stone 
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blind.  That  was  twenty-two  years 
ago  the  16th  of  next  October,  and  he 
has  been  blind  ever  since. 

When  he  came  to  the  oaskelry 
Avorkroom  he  was  in  melancholy 
plight— old  and  sightless  anJ  in  debt. 
He  has  i>aid  off  his  debt  and  now, 
for  the  first  time  in  almost  a  ()nar- 
ter  of  a  century^  he  is  indeiH;ndent, 
with  a  balance  in  the  bank.  He 
works  from  the  moment  the  work- 
room opens  in  the  morning,  and  when 
it  closes  at  night  he  is  like  a  child 
banished  from  a  kindergarten.  Thfre 
are  plenty  of  men  and  women  m  To- 
ronto, who  have  both  youth  and 
sjglit,  and  wWbse  lives  cannot  com- 
pare for  interest  and  romance  with 
the   life   of   this   blind   old   man. 

For  a   Worthy  Cause  ^. 

The  work  in  the  basketry  fa^torv 
is  a  very  small  fraction  of  w>at  thj 
Institute  for  the  blind  ujfi^iertak 
In  a  dozen  workrooms  anfl  f.ictor*s 
and  schoolrooms  through  thg^K.yi' 
has  gathered  ii|i  ll|yt^iiiiyiimii  if/  •i 
human  effort  and  turned  them  b.ick 
into  the  life  of  the  community.  The 
value  of  the  annual  output  in  the 
salesroom  department  for  blind  home 
■w'orkers  last  year  was  $31,269.0!);  bjt 
what  was  the  value  in  human  happi- 
ness, no  one  will  ever  be  able  to 
tfbmpute.  j 

I  The  tag  day  for  the  blind  is  l>^ing 
lield  to-morrow.  May  1st.  The  com-l 
mitlee  having  it  in  charge  are:  Mrs., 
Graeme  .\dam  convener;  Mrs.  l>ionej 
H.  Clarke,  Miss  -Cory.  Miss  Milleij 
Lash,  and  Mrs.  W.  B.  Maclean.  | 


products  of  the  Institute's  factories  had 
totalled  only  $9,000  in  value,  they  ha<J 
this  year  totalled  nearly  $350,000  In 
value. 

Interesting  details  of  the  work  werr 
given  by  the  general  secretars'  in  his 
report.  Definite  employment  was  shown 
to  be  now  available  to  the  blind,  and 
emphasis  was  laid  upon  the  fact  that 
blind  persons  were  being  Imbued  witli 
ambition  to  become  self-supporting. 
Services  which  the  institute  maintains, 
such  as  co-ordinated  sales  rooms  and 
home  teaching  departments,  were  men- 
tioned, stress  being  laid  upon  the  fact 
that  there  are  at  present  18  home 
teachers  with  an  average  list  of  225 
pupils  located   In   their  own  homes. 

Officers  were  elected  as  follows:  — 
Hon.  president.  Mrs.  Lionel  Clarke  :| 
president,  L.  M.  Wood;  vice-president, 
F.  W.  Johnston:  hon.  treasurer,  C. 
Reaves;  council  members,  M.  W.  Beatty, 
K.C.,  Montreal:  Hume  Blake,  H.  D. 
Burns,  G.  Carruthers,  Mrs.  Lionel 
flarke,  M.  L.  Oavles,  J.  J.  Gibbons,  W. 
W  HItchon,  F.  "W.  Johnston,  Lieut- 
Col  K.  B.  Mar.shall,  C.  Heaves,  Mrs. 
W  R.  Rlddell,  W.  E.  Segsworth,  H.  C. 
Trenecr,  A.  G.  VIets,  L.  M.  Woo'l. 
George  Wright,  all  of  Toronto;  W.  Y 
Denlson,  Ottawa;  Dr.  J.  A.  MacDonald, 
Halifax;  Dr.  D.  Mclntyre,  Winnipeg;  N. 
F  Parkinson,  Ottawa;  Lieut. -Col.  T.  K 
Porrett,  Reglna;  W.  B.  Race  and  W.  (5. 
Raymond,  M.P.,  Brantford-  J.  A.  Rlch- 
ard.son,  Winnipeg;  H.  P.  Savary,  K.C., 
calgarv;  H.  Turner.  M.P.P.,  Saskatoonj 
D.    M.    Reld,    Halifax. 


END  FINE  YEAR'S  WOr 


National    Institute's    An- 
nual Meeting  Shows 
Much  Accomplished. 


Reports  which  Inspired  high  encour- 
agement were  presented  for  the  past 
year  at  the  sixth  .innual  meet- 
ing of  the  Christian  National  Tn- 
stltute  for  the  Blind,  which  was  held  In 
the  headquarters  of  the  institute.  Sub- 
stantial Improvement  In  finances,  bring- 
ing the  Institute  on  to  a  sound  footing, 
was  shown,  and  the  high  utility  of  thp 
work  which  Is  being  accomplished  was 
strikingly  indicated  in  statistics  show- 
ing   that,    whereas    five    years    ago    \.\\" 
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REL'ALLS  EFFOKT  TU 
HmiLiFl  BLIND 

Miss    Gilbert.    Spnakins    at     Siimmxr 
.School,    Reminded    of    B.C.    Chil- 
dren's Part  In  Ral.>^lng  $1,000 

Reminiscences  of  the  cfforLi  made 
by  British  Columbia  school  children 
to  raise  the  sum  of  $1,000  on  behalf 
of  the  victims  of  tl^e  Halifax  explo- 
sion in  1917\were  revived  by  the  ad- 
dress yesterday  morning  of  Miss  Gil- 
bert, of  Toronto,  who  spoke  to  the 
Summer  School  students  at  the  High 
School  about  the  work  which  is  being 
done  by  the  Canadian  Institute  for 
the  Blind.  Miss  Gilbert,  who  is  a 
special  teacher,  devoting  her  time  to 
the  dissemination  of  facts  concerning 
the  conservation  of  children's  eye- 
sight and  the  development  of  special 
methods  for  the  Instruction  of  chil- 
dren suffering  from  defective  vision, 
recalled  that  the  fir.st  sight-saving 
cla.ss  held  in  Canada  had  been  at 
Halifax,  following  the  disaster  of 
seven  years  ago.  Thi.s  led  to  the' 
statement  that  British  Columbia's 
school  children,   at   the   instigation  of 


Mr.  J.  W.  Gibson,  had  collected  and 
dispatched,  through  the  Red  Cross, 
$1,000  for  the  sufferers,  the  money 
being  the  result  of  a  greater-produc- 
tion campaign,  which  was  vigorously 
assisted  by  the  boys  and  girls  of  this 
Province. 

Miss  Gilbert  gave  a  very  interest- 
ing resume  of  her  work  for  the  Cana- 
dian Institute  for  the  Blind,  by 
which  she  has  been  asked,  owing  to 
her  great  success,  to  visit  the  differ- 
ent Summer  Schools  in  the  Western 
Provinces  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
seminating all  the  information  she 
could  about  the  matter.  Accompany- 
ing the  Toronto  visitor  was  Miss 
Latham,  of  "Vancouver,  British  Co- 
lumbia representative  of  the  Cana- 
dian   Institute    for    the    Blind. 

An  interesting  exhibit  in  connec- 
tion with  Miss  Gilbert's  talk  was  a 
large-iype  text  book  or  reader  which, 
the  Institute  hopes,  will  be  made 
available  by  the  various  Provincial, 
Departments  of  Education  for  dis; 
tribution  among  the  children  of  de 
fective  eyesight  who  would  be  ben(^- 
fitted  by  their  use. 


'£* 


WORK  DONE  BY  BLIND     X 
\"-*"'TS  OFtSOOD  QUALITO 

The  exhibit  of  work  done  by  the 
blind  for  competition  at  the  C.N.E. 
this  year  Is  exceptionally  good,  and 
varied.  There  were  16  classes  In  all 
and  most  of  them  had  many  entries. 
Such  handicrafts  as  basketry,  knit- 
ting, sewing,  crotchetlng  and  netting 
were  given  prominence.  In  knitting, 
Nora  Lansdowne,  332  Woodfleld 
road,  Toronto,  won  first  prize.  Her 
entry  was  a  soft  blue  mottled  silk 
sweater  trimmed  with  collar  and 
cuffs  of  angora.  A  lovely  pair  of  golf 
stockings  in  khaki  color,  ribbed  and 
with  turnover  tops  of  brown  and 
khaki  squares  were  done  by  Ethel 
Squalr,  331  Sherbourne  street,  Toron- 
to. 

Special  mention  was  given  the 
sewing  done  in  dressing  a  doll  by 
Mrs.  W.  G.  Stokes,  24  Holland  Park 
ave.,  Toronto.  The  basketry  was  as 
Usual  very  good,  a  sewing  stand  done 
by  Wm.  Roman.  1164  Ossington  ave., 
Toronto,  winning  first  place.  G. 
Woodrow.  of  St.  Catharines,  has  a 
beautiful  bit  of  Willow  work  In  a 
split  willow  flower  basket,  all  gild- 
ed. X  waste  paper  basket  in  reed  by 
)yson,  of  Todmorden,  won  first 
plac? 
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FALL  SALE  OF 


BLIND  W6\ 
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tall    Sale   to   be   Held   AH 

Next  Week,  Assisted  by 

Women's  Societies 


•'Help  Them  to  Help  Themselves,"  is 
the  jnotto  of  the  Canadian  National  In- 
stitute for  the  Blind.  This  motto  has 
been  carried  out  to  such  an  extent  that 
over  one  hundred  blind  In  the  Winni- 
peg- division  have  been  enabled  to  over- 
come the  handicap  of  their  blindness. 
Their  products,  as  long  as  tliey  are  tm 
to  the  saleable  standard  are  l.-)ou.;ht  for 
cash  by  the  Institute,  the  price  paid  he- 
ins  the  highest  figure  which  the  sale.s 
committee  estimates  can  be  obtained. 
This  secures  a  market  for  the  liome- 
worker,  who  receives  his  money  at 
once,  without  having  to  wait  for  a 
cu.itomer  to  be  secured.  These,  soods 
are  then  sold  I  >  the  public  from  Ih" 
.salesroom  at  52  Gertie  street,  .and  at 
semi-annual   sales-    held    down    towa. 

The  autumn  sale  of  work  will  be  held 
at  325  Portage  avenue,  all  next  wceV, 
and  will  be  on  a  much  larger  scale 
than  any  of  the  previous  ones.  There 
will  be  wicker  flowerstands,  jardini- 
ei-cs,  baskets,  of  all  shapes  and  .sizes, 
trays,  with  wicker  frames  and  glas.>i- 
covered  chintz;  knitted,  crocheted,  hand 
and  machine  sewn  articles. 
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Will  Encourage  Blind 

in  Clever  Handicraft 


I      In    order    to    provide    aid    for    the 
[blind  a  new  venture  Is  being:  under- 
[ taken   by   the   Women's  Auxiliary   of 
the   Canadian   National    Institute  for 
the  Welfare  of  the  Blind.     Miss  Jean 
Wood    has    kindly    consented    to    be- 
come the  director  of  the  new  "Blind 
Craft   Shop,"    which    will    be    opened 
Bhortly  at   10   Bloor  Street  east.  Her 
I  voluntary  staff  will  Include  Mrs.  W. 
I H.    Gooderham,    Mrs.    Arnold     Ivey, 
Mra.   R.  Christie,   Mrs.  Beverley  Mc- 
Innls.    Mrs.    Angus    Macdonald,    Mrs. 
W.    D.    Maclean,       Miss       Kathleen 
O'Brien,    Mrs.   Allan   Shenstone   Mrs. 
W.    F.    Greening   and      Miss       Diana 
Clarke.      The  work   Is   receiving   en- 


thusiastic support  also  from  the  hon- 
orary   president    of    the      Auxiliary, 
■jMrs.    Lionel    Clarke,    and    the   presi- 
jdent,   Miss  Mabel  Cory. 

The  Blind  Craft  Shop  will  be  for 
the  disposal  of  the  handicraft  of  the 
blind,  and  It  Is  hoped  to  providfe  a 
permanent  market  for  their  sjifclal 
handiwork. 


M^rch    If,     IfJ*/ 

OPEN  EMPLOYMENT  BUREAU 
^OR  BUND^OF  PROVINCE 

The  Ontario  Association  for  the 
Blind  has  opened  an  employment  bu- 
reau for  the  blind  at  293  Parliament 
street,  Toronto,  Ont.  A  number  of 
I  blind  persons  have  received  emplov- 
ment  through  this  bureau.  The  lines 
'  of  employment  are  as  follo>vs:  Reed 
basketry,  chair  cajiingr,  willow  work, 
knitting,  crocheting,  sewing,  i)iano 
tuning:,  chiropractic  adjustcncits', 
etc. 

The  Ontario  association  also  has  :i 
homm  teacher  on  its  staff  who 
teaches  the  blind  in  the  lines  of  in- 
dustrial and  literary  work.  T?u;s« 
privileges  are  given  to  the  blind 
without  chaige.  A  concert  Avill  be 
given  in  April  to  raiise  funds  for  tligi 
wofk  _ 

March    13,    /?A^ 


t  mwm.  BLIND 

Arrangements  Being  Plan- 
ned for  Energetic  Drive 
)0n  May  Day. 


Toronto's  May  Day  (May  1st) 
effort  on  behalf  of  her  blind  citizens 
is  being  vigoroysly  planned  for  by 
the  Women's  Auxiliary  of  the  Can- 
adian National  Institute  for  the 
Blind.  The  auxiliary  will  this  year 
take  complete  charge  of  all  ar- 
rangements, and  are  confident  thiii 
theli-  efforts  will  meet  with  the  same 
splendid  success  as  on  prev»^'ous  oc- 
casions. The  work  Itself  has 
grown  considerably  during  the  past 
five  and  a  half  years,  and 
the  citizens  of  Toronto  may  well 
be  proud  of  the  services  for 
blind  people''  now  existing  in 
their  midst.  There  Is  one  point 
which  should  be  particularly  noted 
by  all  who  are  interested  in  organl- 
zation  efficiency  and  economy. 
This  is  the  fact  that  in  the  May 
campaign  of  1923,  collection  expense 
was  approximately  three  and  one* 
half  per  cent.,   while  this  year  it  is 


I  anticipated  that  even  this  record 
will  be  cut  in  half.  Mrs.  Graeme 
Adam,  of  160  St.  George  Street,  is 
convenor  of  the  campaign  eonimit- 
tee. 


ItroTiTt^  OnT.^  Mail  anJ   E-meir^ 

{  Th*  regjar  and  monthly  and  sewing 
meet|ig  off  the  Liege  Chapter  was  held 
In  the  Parish  House  Church  of  the  Re- 
I  deemer.  Owing  to  the  absence  of  the 
j  Regent,  Mrs.  James  Morris,  the  chair 
was  occupied  by  the  Vice-Regent,  Mrs. 
Hamilton  Burns.  Ten  dollars  was 
voted  to  the  HumaneSpclety  and  a 
member  of  the  CttSftTeradded  another] 
ten  for  the  same  cause.  Twenty-two 
dollars  was  paid  for  a  -vetecan's  rent 
and  a  donation  of  ten  dollars  was  made 
to  Mrs.  Fteeland.  Several  of  the  mem- 
bers have  volunteered  to  help  on  a 
tag  day   for   tbp   \\\"'^___ 

Tor-o-nTo,  Ot\T.^  Ma//  and    E.irr,pi>t 
/^PNl       IS-,      /f^^/ 


IN  ACM  OCCyPATION 

Taught   Useful   Work   in 

Number  of  Lines  of 

Endeavor. 


FUNDS  ARE  REQUIRED 


Tag  Day  is  Expected   to 

Draw  Fine  Response 

From  Public. 


Tlie  rift  within  the  clouds  has  widen- 
ed InmieasJtrably  for  the  blind  since  the 
Canadian  National  Institute  for  the^ 
Blind  and  the.  Women's  Auxiliary  have 
come  so  efficiently  to  their  aid.  KW- 
ployment  is  now  provided  in  the  fac- 
tories, workshops  and  homes,  a  library 
of  nearly  14,000  embossed  books  has 
been  secured,  recreational  and  social 
activities  have  been  promoted  by  the 
auxiliary,  and  residences  for  adults  have 
been  established.  In  adition  to  this  a 
relief  department  has  been  Instituted^! 
for  the  needy  blind.  Again  this  year 
ion  Jlay  Day  the  1st  of  May,  tlie  Wo- 
men's Auxiliary  will  hold  a  tag  day  in 
aid  of  the  blind,  when  It  Is  hoped  to 
secure  a  substantial  sum  to  carry  on 
this  important  phase  of  national  ser- 
vice. The  auxiliary,  with  Miss  Mabel 
Cory  as  president,  will  take  complete 
charge  of  all  arrangements,  and  are 
lonlident  that  their  efforts  will  receive 
(lie  same  generous  response  as  on  pre- 
vious occasions.  Mrs.  Graeme  G.  Adam 
is  convener,  with  the  committee  includ- 


%■ 


% 


J^ 


ins  ifis,  Liioiiel  Clarkt?,  Mrs.  Miller  liash  • 
and  Sirs.  W.  B.  Maclean,  tag  dtiy  trea-  ! 
surer. 

Braiiolics  of  the  work  undprtaken  by 
the  C.N.I  B.,  for  wlilcli  assistance  Is 
required,  are  the  library  for  free  loan 
and  \lie  publish  iiig  of  the  monthly 
niagazltic,  the  "Hralllo  Courier,"  free, 
the  broom  sho])  and,:t\-iIlow  .shop  for  the 
tpen,  the  salesroom  department  for  dU- 
posing  of  fmished  articles  of  blind  home 
workers,  the  whltewear  workshop  for 
women,  home  teaching  for  the  blind, 
the  relief  department,  Pearson  Hall, 
Clarkewood,  the  men's  residence  and 
basketry  workroom,  and  an  object  In 
which  the  institute  is  keenly  Interested, 
the  i)reventlon  of  blindness  by  propa- 
ganda and  surveys  leading  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  sight-saving  classes  and 
securing  treatment  and  glasess  for  In- 
dividuals with  defective  sight.  j 
The  tag  day  organization  is  now  weU| 
under  way,  and  fifty  captains  have 
been  appointed,  each  to  be  assisted  by 
fifty  or  more  workers.  Whlle,last  year 
the  collection  expenses  amoumed  to  3% 
ner    cent.,    it    Is    expecteiiyhls    year   to 

reduce  the  amount  to  two  per  cent., 
just  the  price  of  a  two-cent  postage 
stamp  for  every  dollar  collected  for  the 
blind.  Tt  has  been  decided  to  have  no 
boys  among  the  tagger.s,  and  no  girls 
under    fifteen. 

Great    Progress    Made. 

A  few  facts  which  .show  the  progress 
of  the  work  for  the  blind  are  contain- 
ed in  the  following  statements.  The 
afljpro.xlmate  value  of  this  year's  con- 
signment from  the  home  workers  l8 
$3i,i!61t,  as  compared  to  $17,000  last  year. 
The  library,  which  opened  with  700 
books,  increased  to  13.075  last  year,  and 
It  is  expected  will  reach  15,000  this 
yeai.  There  are  39  volumes  of  the 
Bible,  and  it  costs  from  $2  to  $4  to  have 
these  printed  in  Braille.  The  men's 
broom  shop  has  an  annual  output  of 
10,826  dozen  brooms;  the  Baldwin  Street 
whltcwcar  factorj-,  an  annual  output  of 
.">.81I  dozen  garments;  the  men's  willow 
factory,  an  output  valued  at  $3,920  for 
1923,  while  in  March,  1924,  the  men  In 
the  Church  Street  residence  made 
basketry    to   the   value   of   $570. 

A  number  of  the  blind  have  become 
self -supporting  through  their  success- 
ful efforts  under  the  supervision  of  the 
C.N.T.B.,  but  owing  to  the  expense  of 
many  departments  of  the  work.  It  Is 
hoped  that  Toronto  will  give  willingly 
to  the  cause,  as  in  the  past,  and  help 
to  scatter  sunshine  along  the  path  of , 
those  who  are  so  bravely  trying  to  ta,Ue 
their  place  in  the  life  of  the  compiutllty.  ^ 


Apt  1 1    30^  /y^y 

Splendid  Concert  Given 
in  Aid  of  Cause  of  Blind 

Musical  talent  of  a  high  brder  and 
real  dramatic  ability  combined  to. 
make  most  successful  the  concert 
held  yesterday  evening  in  the  audi- 
torium of  the  Central  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
In  aid  of  the  Ontario  Association  for 
the  Blind.  In  opening  the  concert. 
Controller  Gibbons,  -who  presided  In 
the  absence  of  Mayor  Hiltz,  remind- 
ed the  audience  of  the  object  with 
which  the  Association  was  founded, 
namely,  the  betterment  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  blind,  and  stated  that 
no  association  could  have  higher 
aims,  or  had  done  better  work.  This 
Association,  he  said,  was  worthy  of 
the  support  of  every  citizen 
onto.  — 


Tu-ro-w^o,    O-w-t,   ^A^^\V-  Tp-rov,.iro;   Qvut:.,    S-C; 
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ainment 
for  Blind  W  omen 


j  The  supervisors  of  the  Bell  Telephone 
i  Adelaide  Exchange  gave  the  blind  In- 
mates of  Clarkewood  House  a  real  treat 
in  music  and  elocution  provided  by  Mrs, 
Joj'ce,  Misses  Johns,  McCarty,  Burton, 
Frise  and   Allard. 

The  young  hostesses  led  their  sight- 
less guests  in  their  favorite  recreation — 
dancing.  Afterwards  they  treated  them 
to  (L  bountiful  repast. 


TO  VIEW  WORK  OF  BlilND,^ 

The  ToronLO  VVUIUBBy  Liberal 'JFs- 
soclatlon  will  hold  a  tea  this  after- 
noon and  another  to-morrow  after- 
noon at  the  Blind  Craft  Shop,  10 
Bloor  Street  east,  to  give  the  mem- 
bers an.  opportunity  to  see  the  work 
of  the  blind.  The  reception  com- 
mittee is  made  up  of  the  president, 
Mrs-,.  Grant  Needham,  and  the  vlce- 
presjdents,  Mrs.  Daniel  Strachan  and 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Spence. 
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May  Day  Appeal  to  Public 
on  Behalf  of  the  Blind 


The  herald  of  the  season  of  long 
daya  ol  warmth  and  sunshine  in 
Canada,  "May  Day,"  has  been  chosen 
by  the  Women's  Auxiliary  of  the 
Canadian  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind,  to  make  an  appeal  to  the 
citzens  of  Toronto  for  support  of 
the  work.  The  group  of  active  and 
enthusiastic  women,  who  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  have  devoted  their  ef- 
forts to  aid  the  sightless  folk  of  To- 
ronto, will  again  hold  their  Tag  Day 
on  the  first  of  May.  Friday  of  this 
weeik  Torontonians  will  be  given  an 
opportunity  to  express  their  interest 
by  contributing  generously  to  the 
funds  which  are  necessary  to  carry 
on  the  different  departments  of  the 
work.  The  aim  of  the  Institute  Is 
to  supply  suitable  /handicraft  for 
blind  workers  and  widen  the  market 
for  their  wares.  While  a  number  of 
the  blind  are  able  largely  to  make 
their  own  livelihood,  there  are  many 
who  require  aid.  The  auxiliary  not 
only  endeavors  to  assist  needy  cases, 
but  has  Introduced  much  happiness 
into  the  lives  of  the  blind.  The  op- 
portunity for  musical  training  for 
the  girls  In  "Clarkewood"  has  been 
productive  of  gratifying  results.  It 
is  hoped  that  a  splendid  amount  will 
be  realized  to  carry  on  the  work. 


SALE  OF  WORK  OF  BLIND 
,    '  TOTALED  OVER  MILLION 

(i) 

Amount  was  $349,203  Last  Year — 
Splendid  Reports  Presented 
Receipts  ^lom  the  May  Day  Tig 
Day  amounted  to  over  $46,610  it  was 
announced  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Canadian  National -Institute  for 
the  Blind,  held  at  the  head  office,  246 
Beve^'H^'^reet,  yesterday  afternoon. 
In  the  election  of  officers  for  the 
coming  year,  Mrs.  Lionel  H.  Clarke 
was  named  as  honorary  president, 
Mr.  I..  JI.  Wood  as  president  and  Mr. 
F.  W.  Johnson  as  vice-president. 

Statements  of  income  and  expendi- 
ture for  the  past  year  presented  at 
the  meeting  showed  receipts  from 
private  donations  and  membership 
fees  during  the  year  amounted  lo 
$124,586.  To  these  an  amount  of  $78,- 
020  from  government  and  municipal 
grants  was  added  bringing  the  total 
receipts  to  $202,606.  The  report  fixes 
operating  and  general  expense  for  the 
same  period  at  $222,559,  or  $19,952 
more  than  the  revenue.  i 

More  than  one  million  dollars  has 
been  received  from  sales  of  the  work 
of  the  blind  of  the  dominion  in  the 
past  seven  years.  In  1919  the  total 
was  $9,804.16,  which  increased  to 
the  splendid  total  of  $349,203.69  in 
1924.  The  cost  of  this  service  to 
the  blind,  through  the  Institute,  was 
$1,082,113.29   for  the   seven  years. 

O.  E.  Baker,  general  secretai-y,  in 
his  report  said  that  while  meeting  the 
needs  of  adults,  the  association  had 
concentrated  on  the  prevention  of 
blindness  among  infants  and  school 
children. 

The  honorary  vice-presidents  and 
council  members  are  as  follows: 

Honorary  vice-presidents  —  W.  R. 
Allan,  Joseph  Beaubien,  P.  Burns, 
R.  P.  Butchart,  Dr.  C.  R.  Dick.son, 
Sir  Frederick  Fraser,  D.  B.  Hanna, 
R.  Hobson,  Sir  H.  S.  Holt,  Lieut. - 
Col.  R.  W.  Leonard,  C.  W.  Lindsay, 
W.  H.  Malkln,  J.  A.  McDougall,  Noel 
G.  L.  Marshall,  Sir  Vincent  Mere- 
dith, Bart.,  Hon.  Wallace  Nesbitt, 
K.C.,   A.    E.     Osier,     H.    H.    Williams. 

E.  R.  Wood. 

Council  members — Rev.  A.  T.  Bar- 
nard, E.  W.  Btatty,  K.C.,  Hume 
Blake,  H.  D.  Burns,  George  Car- 
ruthers,  Mrs.  Lionel  H.  Clarke,  M. 
L.  Davies,  W.  Y.  Denison,  J.  J.  Gib- 
bons,   W.    W.    Hitchon,     A,    M.    Ivey, 

F.  W.  Johnston,  K.  R.  Marshall,  Dr. 
J.  A.  MacDonald,  Dr.  D.  Mclntyre, 
General  Victor  W.  Odium,  N.  F. 
Parkinson,  T.  E.  Perrett,  B.A., 
O.  B.  E.,  W.  B.  Race.  W.  G.  Ray- 
mond, Campbell  Reaves,  J.  A.  Rich- 
ardson, Mrs.  W.  R.  Ridden,  H.  P. 
O.  Savary,  W.  E.  Segsworth,  Her- 
bert   C.    Treneer,    Harris    Turner,     A. 

G.  Viets,  L.  M.  Wood,  George 
Wright.  J 
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These  Canadians  Who^ 
Live  in  Darkness 

Find  Work  Their  Magic 
Key  to  Happiness 


By  G.  C. 

ONE  in  every  twelve  hundred  is  blind. 
New  York,  Ypres,  Brantfonl,  Glasgow, 
Calgary,   Munich,    St.   Catharines— one   in 
['twelve  hundred  is..,bUiMiMH>**"'' 
[■      Lady  Luck  dances  by  in  the  sunshine,  touch- 
ing with  her  fairy  wand  indiscriminately,  M'an- 
tonly.     Lady  Misfortune,  Mater  Dolorosa,  wings 
I«ist  in   the  night,  laying  her  chill   hand   here. 
there,  one  in  tweh'^  hundred.     .     . 
.  >  The  young  lady  whose  picture  you   see,   sit- 
ting at  the  power  sewing  machine,  was  a  llttlo 
girl  of  four,  playing  soldier,  when  suddenly  ji 
slip,  a  stick,  a  sword,  anid  all  the  armies  vanished 
and  all  the  bright  world  that  filled  her  childish 
eyes  fled  away,  never  to  come  back. 

Showers,  whose  picture  you  do  not  see,  bPr 
longs  in  th«  shanties,  on  the  drive,  in  a  red 
ma«kinaw  shirt.  Tall,  limber,  lean,  with  a 
sweeping  red  mustache  and  keen  eyes  that  would 
istare  you  very  directly  in  the  face — ^if  they  could 
find  you.  Now,  Showers  was  not  a  little  bo> 
playing  soldier  but  a  man  playing  man  when  his 
eyes  went  out,  "just  like  an  electric  light  bulb 
burning  out,"  he  explains.  He  had  found  trouble 
with  his  eyes  for  a  long  time;  they  were  bleary 
and  ached  and  often  he  w^as  filled  with  disgust 
of  them.  Six  years  agfo,  when  he  was  up  in  the 
bush,  in  the  shanties,  they  suddenly  burnt  out. 
For  six  years  he  has  floundered  about  in  the 
dark.  He  can  tell  1?  it  Is  day.  If  It  is  a  fine, 
sunlit  day,  you  understand.  He  knows  when  It  j 
is  night.  If  you  stand  against  a  window,  he  can 
eec  you,  a  vague  blur.  But  it  is  terrible  to  swing 
an  axe  to  a  pine  and  miss  the  chip.  How  can 
one  stride  down  the  tote-road  forever  in  the 
dusk?  They  gave  him  little  jobs.  Bucksaw,  one 
end  of  a  cross-cut  close  to  the  camp  clearing. 
JMen  he  could  beat  the  head  off  grew  kindly  and 
sympathetic  with  him.    Pchah! 


Six  years,  he  rammed  around  in  the  twilight. 
Men  he  had  done  straight  honest  days'  work  for, 
man  to  man,  he  remembered  in  his  time  of  need, 
and  he  came  back  to  them,  farmers,  gang  bosses, 
and  got  little  friendly  jobs  from  them.  You 
know:  friendly  jobs.  Four  weeks  ago,  in  Wood- 
stock, a  doctor  told  him  about  the  Institute  for 
the  blind,  a  national  organization,  with  offices 
in  Toronto.    Nearest  offices  in  Toronto. 

He  had  no  n»«ney.     No  baggage.     But  very 
good  boots.     The  weather  was  fine,  spring-like. 
So  Showers  walked  to  Toronto,  to  the  institute , 
for  the  blind.    Via  Brantford,  padding  along  the' 
highways,   feeling   with    his   feet   the  safe    edge 
of  the  asphalt  as  the  cars  whizzed  past. 

"About  one  in  five  hundred  stops  and  sarsr 
'Hop  in.'  No  use  signaling.  If  they  don't  want! 
to  give  you  a  lift,  they  won't  stop  even  if  you 
do  signal.  So  yom  just  pad  along,  and  pretty 
soon,  about  the  five  hundredth,  one  stops  and  a 
volc«  says,  'Come  on  a  piece.'     So  you  feel  for 

the  door  and  smile  and  get  in."  j 

•I 
5,630  Blind  in  Canada  ! 

«<f  f  OW  long  did    it   take   you   to  come  froml 
n    Woodstock?" 

"Twenty-four  hours."  \ 

"You  had  a  lot  of  lifts." 

"Oh,  I  walked  about  half  the  way.  I  kepi  on 
at  night.  It  makes  no  difference,  at  night — to 
me."  I 

Right  here,  we  have  to  stop.  We  can't  goi 
on  for  seven  hundred  cases.  For  that  is  the, 
number  in  Toronto  registered  in  the  rolls  of 
the  Canadian  National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 
The  per  population  ratio  of  one  in  twelve  hun- 
dred would  give  Toronto  something  over  five 
hundred.  But  cities  attract  more  than  their 
proper  share,  not  merely  because  of  the  instltu-i 
tions  for  the  blind,  but  because  of  the  simpler! 
problem  of  living  in  a  city.  Oil  lamps,  for  ex- 
ample, in  a  small  village.    .   •. 


^7 


At  last,  he  hat  the  time  and  opportunity  for  reading,  so  he  ttarta  to  learn 
to  read  once  more — Braille. 


Nevertheless,  there  are  1,112  ,li\/ng  in  the 
counties  of  Ontario,  and  5,630  injfte  whole  of 
the  dominion,  registered  by  the  institute. 

Seve^  hundred  blind  people  wqfild  raalp  quite 
a  procession  down  Yonge  street.  But  of  course 
we  never  see  them  in  a  procession.  We  see 
them,  once  in  &  long  time,  singly.  For  very 
simple  reasons:  they  do  not  mix  with  the  rest 
of  us.  The  nest  of  us  have  developed  a  scale  oi' 
living  that  requires  all  the  faculties.  Motorists, 
rustlers,  we  have  forgotten  our  Deuteronomy — 
"Cursed  be  he  that  maketh  the  blind  to  wander 
out  of  the  way.  And  all  the  people  shall  say. 
Amen."  (In  the  Braille  Bible  this  passage  is 
darkened  by  a  thousand  gentle  finger-tips.) 

For  untold  centuries,  the  ones  in  twelve  hun- 
dreds have  depended  upon  the  humanity  of  the 
brother-heart  and  such  laws  as  that  of  Moses  for 
the  pitiful,  dependent  lives  they  have  been  able 
to  eke  out.  The  blind  mendicant  sitting  by  the 
roadside  with  cupped  hand  Is  the  sum  total  of 
the  history  of  the  blind  right  up  to  the  day  be- 
fore yesterday.    The  return  of  some  hundreds  of 


our  comrades  from  the  war  with  eternal  dark- 
ness for  their  peace  co-ordinated  suddenly  and 
strongly  the  whole  work  for  the  blind.  Funds 
became  at  last  available.  The  need  that  could 
not  be  pictured  before — a  scattered,  obscure  pic- 
ture— was  seen  by  the  public  in  the  vision  of  a 
regiment  marching,  heads  up,  chins  brave,  to 
the  sound  of  valiant  drums,  but  with  flags  furled 
that  could  no  more  be  seen,  and  arms  abandoned, 
for  the  enemy  had  vanished. 

The  work  that  for  several  years  had  been 
undertaken  as  far  as  the  limited  means  of  a  tew 
pioneers  would  permit  all  at  once  took  force  and 
a  new  direction.    The  public  was  behind  It. 

Institute's  Great  Work 

FOR  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  world — 
and  that  is  a  long  time  in  which  the  ratio  of 
one  in  twelve  hundred  has  functioned — the  blind 
have  lives  to  live.  One  of  the  soldiers  who  lost 
both  hands  in  the  war  made  the  arresting  re- 
mark: "You  never  know  how  wonderful  one 
hand  is  until  you  have  lost  both."  One  of  Toron- 
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to's  blind  men,  who  was  In  the  prime  of  life  when 
a  blow  destroyed  his  sight,  said:  "The  world  de- 
plores toil.  In  my  day  I  have  cursed  work.  Oh, 
how  I  would  work  now,  if  only  I  ha)d  the  chance! 
To  work,  work!  The  sound  of  toll  sometimes 
drives  me  mad.  I  have  had  to  run  away  and 
hide  from  the  sound  of  men  working  with  picks 
and  shovels  on  the  road     .    .     !" 

The  first  meaning  of  the  institute  for  the 
blind  Is  that  the  blind  may  work.  They  may 
become,  in  a  short  time,  independent.  On  Bever- 
ley street,  Toronto,  you  may  visit  a  modern 
whitewear  factory  where  a  crew  of  girls,  at 
power  sewing  machines,  amid  a  loud  hum  of 
industr>',  are  bending  over  their  work,  with  skil- 
ful fingers  flying.  The  machines  are  in  no 
respect  whatever  different  from  the  machines 
in  every  other  whitewear  plant  iq,-.Toronto,  no 
special  •  fixtures,  adaptatlons.^'''f'he  garments 
nrr^rtii^.pfi  aro  marketed  In  t^irordlnary  channels, 
competing  with  the  world.  The  best  girl  in  tlie 
shop  is  atone  blind,  8he  finishes  and  puts  the 
braid  on  the  items  that  come  to  her  hand,  along 
Ihe  chain  of  production.  A  couple  of  special 
operators  with  perfect  sight  actually  finish  the 
garments  and  inspect  them.  But  the  twenty-six 
blind  operators  of  the  busy  factory  work  by 
tx>uch  alone.  Except  the  apprentices,  the  wages 
run  from  $9  to  $13  a  Aveekl 


Blinded  in  childhn^J  thi,  girl  ;,  „ 
mosr  skilful  operator,  and  there  are  no 
special  attachments  to  her  machine. 

The  m<>n  in  the  broom  and  basket  factory — 
which  has  been  in  operation  many  years — work 
with  complete  assurance  and  skill  at  power 
machines.  They  handle  knives  and  other  tools 
with  precision.  There  are  no  better  brooms 
made  than  those  with  the  symbol  of  Hope  Im- 
printed on  them.  And  tlie  best  ornamental  bas- 
kets you  will  find  in  the  florist  shops  of  Toronto 
are  made  by  men  who  will  see  daffodils  in  the 
spring  no  more. 

What  work  these  people  do  is  not  merely  good 
and  on  the  open  market,  and  turned  out  in  such 
excellent  quantity  that  the  institute's  sales  rooms 
are  always  in  stock— (do  you  need  a  window 
basket,  a  clothes  basket,  a  little  dainty  thing  to 
carry  a  bouquet  to  your  best  love,  better  and 
stronger  than  any  other     .     .     ?)— but  It  Is  work 
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done  with  a  passion  for  work  by  hands  that 
fairly  tremble  mth  love  of  it:  hands  that  only 
fifty  years  ago,  as  th^  world  then  went,  would 
have  been  cupped,  or  laid  gently  in  the  lap. 

Five  thousand  blind  In  Canada,  an  army. 
More  than  seven  hundred  blind  in  Toronto,  a 
strong  regiment.  Out  of  their  scattered  places 
of  darkness,  they  are  now  being  brought  to- 
gether to  learn  to  live  in  happy  Independence, 
to  read,  to  find  their  way  about,  and  to  compare; 
tlielr  affliction  not  with  the  eleven  hundred  and 
ninety-nine  all  about  them,  but  with  their  hun- 
dreds of  brothers  and  sisters  who  dwell  In  the 
same  world,  not  a  different  and  happier  one. 

Where  Sightless  Girls  Dance 

THE  Institute,  which  subsists  on  government, 
private  and  public  grants,  all  of  which  are 
essential,  has  in  Toronto  alone  two  factories, 
residences  for  men  and  women,  sales  shops,  and 
Pearson  Hall,  where  the  soldiers  have  their  club, 
and  the  Institute  Its  head  office. 

The  second  motive  of  the  Institute  Is  preven- 
tion.   Twenty-five  per  cent,  of  blindness  in  Can- 
lada  could  have  been  prevented  by  care  in  chlld- 
jhood..      In    three    classes    in    Toronto's    public 
i  schools,  this  miracle  is  being  performed.       The 
institute  is  promoting  legislation  of  many  sorts 
for  the  further  prevention  of  blindness.     Clinics 
are  open.    A  staff  of  ten  blind  teachers  in  the 
Uity  visits  constantly  the  homes  of  the  blind  to 
I  teach  them   to,- work   and   to  bring   the   simple 
tidings  that  their  work  -is  wanted  and  there  is 
a  market  for  1:hem,  not  a  seat  in  the  market- 
place. 

In  the  pleasant  old-fashioned  house  on  Sher- 
Ibourne  street,  where  more  than  a  score  of  women 


and  girls  live,  the  matron  showed  us  through 
rooms  simply  furnished  (,where  one  could  find 
one's  way  in  the  dark),  radio,  piano,  libraries 
full  of  large  volumes  where  the  type  is  like  pin- 
[pficks.T 

"Why,  they  might  dance  on  this  fine  floor!" 
"Exactly.     They  do  dance!" 
Bedrooms,  comfortable  and  plain,  also  with  the 
I  same  peculiar  fewnass  of  articles. 

On  one  dresser,  stood  a  Jerusalem  cherry 
plant,  tinv,  vivid,  miniature.  And  suspended  on 
its  brancnes  were  two  of  those  little  celluloid 
birds,  blue,  yellow. 

The  girl  whose  dresser  this  is  has  become  so 
free,  she  can  go  downtown.     With  a  guide,  she 
may  even  venture  into  the  mighty  traffic  of  the 
I  great  stores. 

And  with  her  own  hands,  she  chose  this  little 
vivid  tree  and  the  two  bright  birds  to  sit  beside 
, her  bed. 

I  In  the  garden  of  the  Church  street  residence 
for  men,  a  man  sat  in  a  chair,  while  a  black 
squirrel  frisked  over  hia  shoulders,  and  he  sat 
with  uplifted  smile,  taiKlng  quietly  to  it  and 
listening  between  whiles  to  a  robin  on  the  house- 
top. 

Captain  Baker,  the  secretary  of  the  Institute, 
shakes  hands  unerringly  with  you,  seems  to  look 
you  in  the  eye,  draws  up  a  chair  for  you,  passes 
you  a  cigaret. 

"Wonderful  Aveather  we've  had,"  says  he,  as 
you  sit  in. 

Aye,  but  how  does  he  know?  The  enemy  took 
both  his  eyes  and  his  darkness  is  no  twilight! 

But,  for  a  fact,  the  sunlight  is  beating  In  out 
of  a  bright  world  across  Captain  Baker's  >lesk. 
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THE   MARITIMES'  QREATEST  NEWSPAPER. 


Canada  Leads  World  in  Work 
Of  Assisting  Sightless,  Says 
National  Secretary  of  Blind 


Captain  EVA.  Baker,  of  To- 
ronto, in   Saint   John  in 
Interests  of  Campaign 


FACTORY  MAY  BE 
ESTABLISHED    HERE 


Project  For  Employing  Af- 
flicted  Being   Consid- 
ered,  He   States 


PANADA  leads  the  world  in  caring 
for  its  blind,  through  the  estab- 
lishing of  garment  factories  by  the  Can- 
adian National  Institute  for  the  Blind 
to  provide  employment  for  the  sightless 
and  the  erection  of  a  similar  factory  at 
Saint  John  to  serve  the  Maritime  Di- 
y?'!tn,  is  being  considered  at  present, 
according  to  Captain  E-  A.  Baker,  B. 
Sc,  IVLC-,  Croix  de  Guerre,  of  Toronto, 
general  secretary  of  the  Canadian  Na- 
tional Institute  for  the  Blind.  He  ar- 
rived in  Saint  John  Sunday  afternoon 
%o  assist  Dr.  J.  A.  McDonald,  of  Hali- 
|ax.  Maritime  Field  Secretary,  and  the 
Saint  John  Committee,  in  arranging  for 
I  .the  four-day  drive  to  be  opened  here 
I  ton  Sept.  \\  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
%aint  John's  quota  of  the  Myitime- 
Ncwfoundland  $300,000  endowment 
fond  for  the  blind., 

"  Last  evening  Captain  Baker,  who  lost 
ihis  eyesight  while  in  action  on  the  fields 
ef  Flanders,  broadcast  a  lecture  in  the, 
i'interest  of  tiie  blind  and  the  coming 
campaign,  through  station  CFBO.  He 
•told  his  radio  audience  of  the  work  be- 
ing accomplished  through  the  Institute 
for  the  Blind  in  Canada,  in  which  he 
stressed  certain  phases  of  the  work, 
particularly  in  the  placing  of  blind  peo- 
ple in  general  industrial  employment. 


He  also  referred  to  the  extensive 
scale  on  which  home  teacliing  for  the 
blind  was  being  carried  out  by  the  In- 
stitute as  well  as  instruction  in  home 
industry- 
Today  Captain  Baker  will  speak  be- 
fore the  Rotary  Club  at  their  noon- 
hour  luncheon,  and  also  before  the 
noon-hour  luncheon  of  the  Kiwanis 
Club,  the  two  luncheons  being  alter- 
nately arranged.  On  Tuesday  he  will 
be  tlie  lunciieon  guest  of  the  Gyro 
Club  when  he  will  solicit  support  of 
the  members  in  the  coming  campaign, 
here. 

Captain  Baker  was  met  at  the  Union 
Depot,  yesterday,  by  Dr.  McDonald, 
Maritime  field  secretary,  who  has  been 
here  during  the  lust  week  working  out 
the  final  details  for  the  endowment 
drive.  Dr.  McDonald  will  spend  an- 
other week  in  Saint  John  before  re- 
turning to  his  headcjuartcrs  at  Halifax. 

FACTORY  POSSIBILITY. 

When  interviewee*  at  the  Admiral 
Beatty  Hotel  Sunday  afternoon.  Cap- 
tain Baker  said  that  among  all  of  tiie 
countries  of  the  world,  Canada  was 
foremost  in  the  establishing  of  a  gar- 
ment factory,  in  order  to  give  employ- 
ment to  blind  women.  The  first  fac- 
tory was  opened  in  Toronto,  in  191S, 
and  is  now  employing  23  persons. 
Later  in  1924,  a  second  garment  fac- 
tory was  opened  in  Winnipeg  provid- 
ing employment  for  eight  blind  women, 
and  the  Institute  is  now  considering 
the  opening  of  a  factory  in  the  Mari- 
timcs,  possibly  at  Saint  John,  in  order 
to  provide  employment  for  blind  wom- 
en in  the  JIaritime  Division,  which  in- 
cludes the  three  Maritime  Provinces 
and   Newfoundland. 

The  National  secretary  said  that  be- 
fore openirtg  such  a  factory,  here,  it 
was  being  closely  considered  as  to 
.whether  or  not  it  would  be  advan- 
tageous to  take  this  step  or  seek  em- 
ployment for  the  blind  women  of  the 
Maritime  Division  in  factories  already 
established. 


There  are  approximately  1,200  male 
and  female  blind  persons  in  the  Mari- 
time territory.  Captain  Baker  said,  ani 
of  this  number,  about  300  are  under 
21  years,  coming  under  the  school  age- 
Six  hundred  are  over  50  years  of  age, 
and  it  is  difficult  to  provide  employ- 
ment for  them,  while  of  the  remaining 
300,  it  is  estimated  that  1-50  are  physi- 
cally unfit,  leaving  only  150  blind  who 
are  self-supporting  through  employ- 
ment. Captain  Baker  feels  that  of  the 
600  blind  over  50  years  of  age,  a  few 
will  still  be  able  to  work,  while  a  few 
are  self-supporting  from  previous  earn- 
ings, but  the  great  majority,  he  said, 
are,  so  to  speak,  victims  of  circum- 
stances, who  find  themselves  without 
adequate  earnings,  and  consequently 
dependent. 

OLD  AGE  PENSIONS 

He  said  that  the  Institute  in  Canada 
has  supported  the  policy  for  old  ogc 
allowance,  through  whatever  Domin- 
ion and  Provincial  arrangements  could 
be  negotiated,  following  upon  the  pre- 
cedent set  in  Great  Britain.  There 
blind  persons  when  they  reach  50  years 
of  age  receive  their  pensions  annually, 
instead  of  having  to  wait  until  attain- 
ing their  "Ofh  year.  The  Institute  is 
looking  forward  to  the  time  when  Can- 
ada will  follow  the  steps  already  taken 
by  the  Mother  Country,  said  Captain 
Baker, 

PERSONNEL  OF  CAMPAIGN 

Those  in  charge  of  the  Saint  John 
Endowment  Fund  Drive,  to  help  the 
adult  blind  of  the  Maritime  Provinces 
and  Newfoundland  to  become  self-sup- 
porting are:  Chief  Justice  Sir  Douglas 
Hazen,  K.C.,  M.G.,  honorary  provin- 
cial chairman;  T.  H.  Estabrooks,  chair- 
man; Judge  H.  O.  Mclnerney.  first 
vice-president;  Mrs.  A.  W.  Estey. 
President  of  the  Local  Council  of 
Women,  second  vice-president;  T.  A. 
Simpson,  secretary;  R.  E.  Smith,  man- 
ager of  the  Royal  Bank,  treasurer;  E. 
S.  Carter,   general   manager;   H.   Usher 
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Miller  and  R.  D.  Paterson,  representa- 
tives of  the  Rotary  Club;  R.  S. 
Stephenson  and  W.  H.  McFarland, 
representatives  of  the  Gyro  Club; 
James  W.  Brittain  and  John  A. 
Sinclair,  representatives  of  the  Kiwanis 
Club;  R.  L.  Grannan  and  James 
L.  Sugrue,  representatives  of  Knights 
of  Columbus;  F.  S.  Mealey,  represent- 
ing the  Y's  Men's  Club;  J.  A.  White- 
bone,  President  of  the  Trades  and 
Labor  Council;  J.  S.  MacKinnon,  rep- 
resenting the  International  'Longshore- 
men's Association;  H.  L.  Marcus, 
representing  The  Young  Men's  Hebrew 
Association;  and  Messrs.  A.  P.  Pater- 
son, J.  D.  McKenna,  T.  C.  Heatteay, 
H.  W.  Parlee,  J.  A.  Greaiory,  T.  F. 
Drummie  and  W.  H.  Golding. 

Among  those  who  called  on  Captain 
Baker  Sunday  afternoon  was  Dr.  J.  F. 
Smith,  of  Philadelphia,  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  J.  F.  Smith,  of  Westmount,  and 
his  sister.  Miss  Smith.  Dr.  Smith  also 
lost  his  sight  overseas,  and  on  return- 
ing to  his  home  here,  he  trained  as  a 
masseur  in  the  Canadian  National  In- 
Ftitute  for  the  Blind  at  Toronto,  and 
for  a  time  was  employed  at  the  Mili- 
tary Hospital  in  Saint  John. 

In  1913  he  went  to  Philadelphia, 
where  he  entered  th*;  Philadelphia  Col- 
lege of  Osteopathy,  from  which,  after 
a  four  year  course,  he  graduated  as 
Doctor  of  Osteopathy,  and  since  his 
graduation  he  became  a  member  of  the 
faculty  of  the  College  and  also  prac- 
tices in  Philadelphia.  Dr.  Smith,  ac- 
companied by  his  wife  returned  to 
Saint  John  on  July  7  to  spend  their 
Summer  vacation  with  Mr.  Smith's 
parents  at  Westmount,  and  Mrs. 
Smith's  parents  at  St.  George,  whom 
Mrs.  Smith  is  visiting  at  the  present 
time.  They  return  to  Philadelphia  on 
August  29,  in  time  for  the  re-opening 
of  the  College. 

While  in  the  city  Captain  Baker  and 
Dr.  McDonald  will  1  ;  the  guests  of 
Dr.  Smith,  at  luncheon,  at  the  home 
of  his  parents. 
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CAN  HELP  THE  BLIND 
BY 


Objective 
May 


For    Tag    Day 

1     Set     For 
$50,000 


on 


What  Is  spring  to  the  blind  work- 
men of  Canada?  What  is  more  na- 
tural than  to  think  of  them  whose 
monotony  is  brightened  at  this  Joyful 
time  by  no  sight  of  th»  change  of  the 
season? 

If  you  want  to  help  the  blind  these 
spring   days   there  are  two   ways   of 


doing  It.  The  first  Is  by  buying  tbelr 
products  at  the  shops  which  sell 
them.  A  great  many  stores  In  To- 
ronto sell  the  Hope  Brand  goods 
manufactured  by  blind  Canadians.  At 

I  two  other  shops  nothing  Is  sold  but 
these  useful  articles,  which  were 
iruade  by  blind  workwomen  and 
workmen.    One  of  these  stores  is  run 

[by  the  Toronto  Womeai's  Auxiliary  at 
10   Bloor   street    east.     The   other   Is 

I  operated  by  J.  W.  Handshaw  at  279 

I  Danforth  avenue,  which  was  unfor- 
tunately not  mentioned  by  The  Star 
in  a  former  report. 

The  second  way  Is  to  save  one'a 
coppers  for  the  tag  day  on  May  1. 
"Last  yeai-  we  raised  $40,000,  but  this 
year  we  have  set  the  objective  at 
$50,000,"  said  A.  V.  Weir,  the  secre- 
tary of  the  Canadian  Institute  for  the 
Blind,  to-day. 

The  blind  do  not  live  by  charity.  In 
buying  their  produots,  people  are 
helping  them  to  live  by  their  own  in- 
dustry.    The  institute  siells  raw  ma- 

i  terlals  to  the  blind  and  buys     back 

I  their  finished  products,  erucb  as 
brooms,    print    dresses      and    aprons, 

I  baskets,  f  c^rn  stands  and  other  house- 
bold  necessities,  and  sells  them  to 
the  public  through  these  "Blind 
Craft"  shops. 

I'^w  people  realize  the  magnitude 
of  the  work  of  the  blind.  The  total 
value  of  their  products  now  amounts 
10  $400,000.  They  have  a  broom  fac- 
tory alone  In  Toronto  which  turns 
out  1,000  brooms  a  month.  During 
Januaj-y  and  Februai-y  blind  wo- 
men made  8,852  aprons,  and  the 
women's  industrial  department,  com- 
posed of  18  blind  girls,  turns  out  500 
dozen  garments  monthly.  ThaJiks  to 
the  work  of  the  Institute  there  is  no  \ 
blind  person  now  in  Canada  who  ^ 
needs  to  live  In  idleness.  J 
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.BUND  INSTITUTE  GIVES 
---rmE'Pl^tlGRAM  ON  CFCA 

Si  six  o'clock  last  night.  CFCA 
broadcast  a  program  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  Canadian  National  In- 
stitute for   the   Blind. 

Herbert  C.  Treneer  played  a  de- 
lightful set  of  piano  numbers,  in- 
cluding the  "Polish  National  Dance," 
the  "Gondoliers"  and  the  "Glow 
Worm."' 

Captain  E.  A.  Baker  gave  a  short 
address  on  the  work  of  the  institute, 
closing  with  an  appeal  for  Its  tag  day 
on   May   1. 


BROUGHIIN  142,028 

Mrs.  R.  J.  Christie  and  Team 

Headed  the   List  of 

Collectors 


The  splendid  sum  of  $42,928  was 
realized  by  the  tag  day  organized  by' 
the  Women's  Auxiliary  to  the  Cana-' 
dian  National  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
the  convenei-  beln^  Mrs.  Campbell 
Reaves;  her  assistant,  Mrs.  Allen 
Case;  the  treasurer.  Mrs.  W.  J.  El- 
liott, ajid  the  committee  of  arrange- 
ments, Mrs.  Lionel  H.  Clarke,  Mrs. 
Miller  I^ash  and  Mrs.  Graeme  .\dam. 

Mrs.  R.  J.  Christie  and  her  team 
headed  the  list  with  $2,773.57,  Mrs. 
W.  B.  MacLean  brought  In  $2,602.13. 
i  Mrs.  Monk,  $2,512.96,  and  Mrs.  W'. 
A.  Parkes,  $2,576.49.  The  complete 
list  of  captahis  and  receipts  follow: 
List  of  Collectors 

Jvtiss  Joan  Arnoldl,  $74,);  Mrs. 
Abrey,  $1,126;  Mrs.  F.  B.  Allan, 
$444;  Mrs.  J.  J.  Allen,  $1,065;  Mrs. 
R.  P.  Angus,  $772:  Mrs.  A.  W.  -Aus- 
tin, $407;  Lady  Balllie,  $1,588;  Mrs. 
C.  Baldwin.  $650;  Mrs.  W.  B.  Ball/ 
$357  (for  York  Chapter.  I.O.D.E.); 
Mrs.  W.  W.  Beardmore,  $534;  Mrs. 
II.  Beatty,  $1,000  (for  St.  George's 
Chapter.  I.O.D.E.);  Mrs.  Blackburn, 
$801:  Mrs.  Alan  Brown.  $186;  Mrs. 
Carr-Harris,  $556;  Mrs.  Christie, 
$2,773:  Mrs.  E.  L.  Cousins,  $414; 
Mrs.  J.  Kerr  Cronyn,  $1,745;  Mrs. 
Gordon  Finch,  $1,335;  Mrs.  Little- 
berry  L,  Foster  (for  American 
Women's  Club).  $545:  Mrs.  W.  K. 
George.  $493;  Mrs.  W.  H.  Gooder- 
ham,  $1,248:  Mrs.  H.  L.  Glenden- 
ning.  $476:  Mis.  Hudson,  $904;  Miss 
Hart.  $169;  Mrs.  Loudon.  $553;  Miss 
Lea,  $743:  Mrs.  "W.  J.  McCoy,  $661; 
Mrs.  B.  .g.  Maclnnes.  $1,712;  Mrs. 
W.  R.  Macdonald.  $1,166:  Mrs.  P'.  D. 
MacKay,  $639;  .Airs.  W.  B.  MacLean, 
$2,602:  Mrs.  McGulre  (for  Roman 
Catholic  Women's  organizations), 
$948:  Miss  McLaughlin,  $730:  Mrs. 
Monk,  $2,512;  Mrs.  W.  A.  Parkes, 
S2.576;  l\lrs.  Harry  Pepler,  $427; 
Mrs.  Purcell,  $600;  Miss  Aileen  Rob- 
ertson, $321;  Mrs.  David  T.  Symons, 
$81s);  Mrs.  Stuart  Strathy.  $836; 
Mrs.  H.  S.  Strathy,  $958:  Mrs.  Dud- 
ley Stayner,  $1,056;  Mrs.  H.  P. 
Temple  (for  St.  Dunstan's  Chapter, 
LO.D.E.).  $1,269;  Mrs.  Guy  Whitalcer. 
(for  Strathcona  Chapter.  I.O.D.E),' 
$534;  Mrs.  Ewart  Wilson.  $911;  head-' 
quarters,  $5.     ^-^-.  <["' y^  ,^^ 
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Toro-nVoO-nr.^     Mail    3ncl     E-rr,  P I  re, 

April     3a,     l^^r 

^AY  DAY  TAG  DAY  FOR  THE  BLllSD.^ 

In    his    poem,     "Tlie     tlllHfl     HighTand     Boy," 

Wordsworth    wrote: 

"For  if  good  angels  love  to  wait        ^ 
On   the   forlorn   untortunate. 
This  child  will  take  no  harm." 

Good  angels  those  women  may  well  be  consider- 
ed who  are  the  active  spirits  of  the  Canadian 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind.  They  truly 
are  performing  an  office  of  charity,  though  we 
hesitate  to  use  that  beautiful  word  in  this  con- 
nection lest  it  might  be  taken  in  a  sense  wound- 
ing to  the  self-respect  of  people  handicapped  only 
in  the  matter  of  lack  of  sight.  So  far  from  re- 
garding the  Association  as  an  agency  of  what  if 
usually  understood  as  charity  work,  we  loo'. 
(upon  it  as  the  keeper  of  the  public  conscience 
touching  thie  public's  duty  to  the  blind.  Foi{ 
the  world  has  need  of  the  blind,  has  need  oi 
their  capacity  for  usefulness,  for  noble  thlnkJ 
ing,  and  for  contributing  in  manifold  ways  tQ 
the  always  too  slender  stock  of  human  goodness, 
More  than  in  the  case  of  other  people  the  powers 
of  the  blind  tend  to  remain  reserve  powers  un^ 
less  the  community  does  its  part  to  unfold  their 
and  bring  them  into  activity.  That  duty  to  them 
is  practically  all  the  blind  ask  society  to  render' 
Given  but  a  chance  to  know  and  to  do,  and  ir 
this  way  take  the  place  in  the  social  econom; 
to  which  they  can  be  adapted,  the  blind  will  no 
have  the  unhappiness  of  feeling  that  they  are  j 
burden  to  others.  To  them  will  come,  in  tm 
wor,ds  of  the  poem  we  have  already  quoted  fronr 

"that   inward    light 
"^      With  which  his  soul  had  shone  so  bright." 

So,  to-morrow,  which  is  tag  day  for  the  blint 
let  us  all  do  a  little  to  help  our  brother  men  an 
t'Womw);and  children  from  whom  the  blessing  c 
sight  ^s  been  withhfsld   oj^withdrawn,   or   wh 
are" threateiieii   with   theffosS^ot"  ii.    n  ! 

truly  grateful  that  we  have  eyes  to  see,  and  that  wej 
cannot  only  find  our  way  about  but  also  can  takej 
in  the  wondrous  beauties  of  earth  and  sky  a 
thousand  times  more  appreciated  when  we  think 
for  a  moment  of  those  deprived  of  sight— none  of, 
us  who  has  a  coin  in  his  pocket  will  fail  to  drop 
one  in  the  box  that  will  be  presented  at  the 
street  corner  by  one  of  the  hundreds  of  young 
ladies  who  un weary ingly  maintain  their  stand 
there  as  if  their  own  comfort  or  their  own  en- 
gagements were  of  no  account.  Think  of  the 
Jtaggers'  self-denying  service  and  stint  not.  i 
I  A  word  is  due  to  the  work  of  the  Canadian, 
^rational  Institute  for  the  Blind  has  done  and  is 
tloing.  It  has  ten  departments  in  Toronto.  The 
National  head  office  is  Pearson  Hall  on  Beverley 
Street.  The  blinded  soldiers'  headquarters, 
tR'hich  is  also  at  Pearson  Hall,  has  lodging  ac- 
commodation for  transients,  and  has  the  general 
club  rooms.  The  industrial  department  for 
'women    (white wear    shop),     is     at     64     Baldwin 


Street,  where  the  twenty-three  blind  girls  em- 
ployed ■  manufacture  600  to  900  dozen  garments 
per  month.  There,  too,  and  in  an  adjoining 
house  is  the  salesroom  department,  where  the 
blind  home  workers  can  obtain  raw  material. 
About  200  blind  home  workers  have  been  supplied 
therefrom.  These  produced  in  February  last 
4,000  individual  articles.  At  142  College  Street 
is  the  library,  and  also  the  publishing  depart- 
ment. There  is  a  working  residence  for  blind 
men  at  5S3  Church  Street.  Clarkewood  Residence 
for  blind  girls  and  aged  blind  women  is  at  331 
Sherbourne  Street.  There  are  twent3'-eight  blind 
women  in  residence  there  at  the  present  time. 
The  industrial  department  for  blind  men  (broom 
shop),  is  at  1074  Queen  Street  East.  On  the 
average  twenty-one  blind  men  are  employed 
there,  and  they  turn  out  about  1,000  dozen  o£ 
brooms  per  month.  At  the  I.D.M.  basket  shop, 
1074  Queen  Street  East,  the  average  number  of 
blind  men  employed  is  eight.  The  blind  craft 
shop,  10  Bloor  Street  East,  is  the  shop  at  which 
all  articles  made  by  the  blind  are  sold.  In  five 
years  the  total  value  of  work  produced  by  the 
Canadian  blind  has  increased  from  $40,000  to 
$400,000.  These  facts  give  some  Idea  of  the 
great  value  of  the  work  that  is  being  done  by 
the  Institute.  What  better  use  could  be 
ft^f  a  little  of  every  citizen^; 
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Education  In  Canada,  1935:  Educational  Institutions,  Pupils,  Teachers 
^*"*y^«iir**f*  and  Expenditures  , 


Type  of  institution 


Ordinary  day  schools  under 
public  control 

Schools  for  teacher  training. . 

Schools  for  blind  and  deaf  . . . 

Technical  and  night  schools. . 

Private,  elementary  and  sec- 
ondary schools  and  business 
colleges 

Indian  schools 

Universities  and  colleges 

Total 


Number 


29,589 

58 

11 

351 


685 
333 
102 


31,129 


Number 

of 

pupils 


1,965,832 

10,220 

1.561 

95. 684 


88, 150 
14,222 
57,949 


2,228,869' 


Number 

of 
teachers 


59,030 

514 

300' 

5,379 


4.658 
333 « 
5,693 


75,907 


Expenditure 


116,664,7611 


2,000,000' 
14,779,503* 


133,443.264* 


'  Including  $9,043,636  of  subsidized  independent  schools  in  Quebec.  This  item  is  not 
entered  under  private  schools  as  it  does  not  represent  all  private  schools. 

'  Approximate 

•Approximate.  The  Dominion  Government  in  1925  contributed  $1,854,609  and  the 
Indians  themselves  $65,496     The  expenditures  by  churches,  etc..  are  not  given. 

*  Including  only  about  $6,000,000  in  Government  grants.  The  remainder  was  paid 
from  investments,  fees  and  other  sources. 

'  Less  4,749  duplicates. 

•  This  includes  debenture  payments,  building,  grounds,  etc. 
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^Tagging  To-day  for  Blirm^ 


INVITING  TORONTO  TO  GIVE   GENEROUSLY 

Miss  S.  Guieison,  one  of  the  taggers  at  the  St.  l^awrence  market,  King 
street,  who  are  collecting  to-dav  on  behalf  of  the  Canadian 
tute  for   .he  Blind.  — — ■ 


JoroT 

To^OnTT^  /V)a 
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IN  APPEAL  FOR  BLINO 


MRMMMMMM! 


Despite    Rainy    Weather 

Tag  Day  a  Pronounced 

Success. 


IN  NATURE  OF  RECORD 


Women's    Auxiliary    Had 

Brave  Band  of  Devoted 

Workers. 


Although  the  rainy  weather  test- 
ed the  mottle  of  yesterday's  taggers 
for  the  blind  tho  splendid  total  of 
$42,928.47  was  realized,  the  highest 
return  on  record,  last  year's  receipts 
being  139.503.  The  Tag  Day,  which 
was  organized  by  tho  Woman's  Aux- 
iliary to  the  Canadian  National  In- 
stitute for  the  Blind,  was  under  the 
direction  of  a  committee  composed 
of  the  following  members: — 

Convener,  Mrs.  Campbell  Reaves; 
Assistant,  Mrs.  Allen  Case;  Treasur- 
er, Mrs.  W.  J.  Elliott;  Committee, 
Mrs.  Lionel  H.  Clarke.  Mrs.  Miller 
Lash,   Mrs.   Graeme  Adam. 

The  returns  made  by  the  captains 
were  as  follows: — 38  and  36A,  Miss 
Joan  Ai-noldl,  $745;  47,  Mrs.  Abrey, 
$1,126.25;  33.  Mrs.  F.  B.  Allan, 
$444.86;  16  and  18,  Mrs.  J.  J.  Allen, 
$1,065.35;  22,  Mrs.  B..  R.  Angus 
$772.15;  87A.  Mrs.  A.  W.  Austin 
$407.55;  9,  Lady  Balllie,  $1,588.24; 
41,  Mrs.  C.  Baldwin,  $650.50;  34,  Mrs 
W.  B.  Ball  (for  York  Chapter,  I.O 
B.E.),  $357.73;  8,  Mrs.  W.  W.  Beard 
more,  $584.39;  6.  Mrs.  H.  Beattj 
(for  St.  George's  Chapter,^  I.O.D.E.) 
$1,000.50;  15,  Mrs.  Blackburn 
$801.86;  30,  Mrs.  Alan  Brown 
$186.93;  27  and  2  9,  Mrs,  Carr-Har 
ris,  $556.47;  3,  Mrs.  Christie,  $2, 
773.57;  31,  Mrs.  E.  D.  Cousins 
$414.81;  4,  Mrs.  J.  Kerr  Cronyn 
$1,745.00;  44,  Mrs.  Gordon  Flnoh 
$1,335.70;  20,  Mrs.  Littleberry  L 
Foster  (for  American  Women'! 
Club),  $545.37;  10,  Mrs.  W.  K 
George,  $493.44;  19,  Mrs.  W.  H 
Qooderham.  $1,248.80;  43,  Mrs.  H 
L.  Glendennlng,  $476.42;  89,  Mrs 
Hudson,  $904.33;  11,  Miss  Hart 
$169.07;  85,  Mrs.  Loudon,  $553.94 
37,  Miss  Lea.  $743.41;  36,  Mrs.  W 
J.  McCoy,  $661.09;  2,  Mrs.  B.  S.  Mo 
Innes,  $1,712.73;  13,  Mrs.  W.  R.  Mao 
donald,  $1,166.75;  40,  Mrs.  F.  D 
iMacKay,  $639.91;  14,  Mrs.  W.  E 
MacLean,  $2,602.12;  1,  Mrs.  McGuln 
(for  Roman  Catholic  Women's  or 
ganlzations),    $948.80;    45,    Miss   Mc 


JV 


Laughlin,  J730.60;  5,  Mrs.  Monlk 
42,512.96;  21,  Mra.  W.  A.  Parkea 
$2,576.49;  12,  Mrs.  Harry  Pepler 
$427.35;  82,  Mrs.  Purcell.  $600.00 
28,   Mls3  Alleen   Robertson.    $32k82 

25,  Mrs.  David  T.  Symons.  $815.35 
23.  Mrs.  Stuart  Btrathy,  $888.44;  17 
Mrs.  H.  S.  Strathy,  $958.80;  42,  Mra 
Dudley  Stayner,  $1,056.05;  7,  Mra 
H.  P.  Temple  (for  St.  Dunstan'; 
Chapter.  I.O.D.H,),  $1,269.00;  7A 
Mrs.  Guy  Whltaker  (for  Strathcoru 
Chapter.   I.O.D.E.),    $534.38;    24   and 

26,  Mrs.  Ewai-t  Wilson,  $911.39] 
Iti|adquarters,   $5.     Total^jypd'f 8.47 

daSTor)^  A^6S5.,  Ckr.  Sti.  AJon/nr 

flVITIES   OF   THE   BUU(1) 

lAXTFORD,  Ont.,  June  25  (Spe- 
i\  Correspondence)  — Vivid  descrip- 
tions of  their  methods  of  livelihood 
as  told  by  blind  people  featured  the 
annual  convention  of  the  Alumni 
Association  of  the  Ontario  School  for 
the  Blind,  just  concluded  here.  The 
speakers,  members  of  the  Alumni 
Association,  emphasized  the  need  for 
activity  among  blind  people  and  told 
of  wonderful  progress  made  in  re- 
cent years  in  the  matter  of  employ- 
ment. Farming,  concert  .  singing, 
training  of  music  classes  and  piano 
tuning  were  among  the  vocations 
which  were  regarded  as  the  best  for 
blind  folk.  . 


October     30     I  9 ^ .y 


To  re  TiTe,  OnT.^    ST3  h 


S^PT,        I,       I'fji^ 


W|ijnliJfg— The  $600  pay  of  the  Can- 
adian Mational  Institute  for  the~'Bl!lHJ 
representing  the  week's  earntiigB  "of 
the  blind  inmates  was  snatched  from 
the  hands  of  Miss  Margarett  Haddock, 
secretary  of  the  vocational  branch  of 
the  Institute  by  a  robber  who  escaped 
in  an  automobile  driven  by  an  accom- 
plice. 


Lii  GIRL'S 
PRONOUNCED  PERFECT 


^^oict  Remarkdl  le  Woik  Shown 

in  the  Process  Building 

at    the    Fair 


ROOM      FOR      SHEEP 


Blind    Men     at     Broom-Making 

Show  Speed  and  Still 

at  the  Task 


The   Intricate  process  of  rnanufar- 
I  turlng   a    suit   of  clothes,   bed   sh-etB 
I  and   woolen   blankets   Is   only   one  of 
1  the    features    which    crowd    the    pro- 
cess   building    at    the    Canadian   I^a- 
tJonal  Exhibition. 

Perhaps  of  all  th«  exhibits  in   this 
i  building    the    Canadian    National    In- 
■etitute  for  the  Blind  and   the  Cana- 
dian Woolen  arrd  Knit  Goods  Manu- 
j  facturltig      Association     attract     the 
inost  attention  by  their  practical  dis- 
play. 

When  Lieutenant-Governo-  Cock- 
shutt  opened  the  latter  exhibit  and 
his  wife  was  presented  with  a  spe- 
cial lamb  from  London,  both  ex- 
pressed great  interest  in  the  Cana- 
dian woolen  industry.  Mrs.  Cock- 
shutt  was  especially  InipreaBed  with 
the  finished  products. 

"Why,  that  piece  of  good3  Is  al- 
most the  same  as  the  suit  I  am  wear- 
ing," she  exclaimed  while  making 
her  tour  of  inspection.  She  was  as- 
tonished when  told  that  It  cam©  from 
the  same  piece  of  cloth  that  went  to 
make  her  attractive  suit  hnd  was 
produced  and  manufactured  In  Can- 
lada. 

Clothes  for  Prino* 
The  loom  upon  which  it  was  mado 
Is    also    exhibited,    and    was    demon- 
strated to  her.     The  same  loom  was 
used  to  make  clothes  for  the  Prince 
of  Wales  when  he  was     in     Canada. 
Wool    sheared    from    his    herds    was 
sent  to  an  easetrn  mill  and  changed 
Into    a    suit    which    he    wore    several 
I  times.       One   of   his    suits    made    on 
this  loom  is  shown  in  a  special  case. 
A  whole  section   of  a  woolen   fac- 
tory   has    been    transported     to     the 
I  Process      building.        Several    of   the 
largest  machines  have  had  to  be  left 
out  on  account  of  their  extreme  size, 
but     the     majority  of  the   necessary 
machinery  has  been  Installed. 

A  spinning  mule  works  away  vig- 
orously. While  only  a  model  It  is 
large  enough  to  convey  the  correct 
impression.  This  makes  woolen 
yarn  and  Is  the  closest  any  machine 
has  come  to  a' human  being.  It  does 
seven  distinct  motions  at  one  time. 

A  mule  for  spinning  worsteds  is 
also  shown.  This  machine  wai  In- 
vented by  a  Canadian.     It  has  been 


so  succesaful  in  Its  work  that  an 
English  firm  Is  finishing  one  at  them 
each  day  for  use  over  the  whole 
world. 

Variety  of  Looms 

Looms  for  every  kind  of  cloth 
imaginable  are  demonstrated.  A 
special  display  of  artificial  silk  made 
from  Canadian  yarn  has  been  popu- 
lar with  the  women  ever  since  the 
Exhibition  opened.  A  knitting  ma- 
chine for  manufacturing  artificial 
silk  underwear  Is  also  shown. 

Major  Douglas  Hallam  Is  In  charge 
of  the  exhibit  and  Is  responsible  for 
the  demonstration  belnff  shown  to 
the  public.  He  has  spent  consider- 
able work  and  time  on  the  project 
which  Is  an  unqualified  success.  The 
machines  are  manned  by  a  crew  of 
fourteen  workers,  which  constitutes 
a  small  factory.  All  the  girls  and 
works  have  come  directly  off  a  floor 
of  some  large  factory. 

"There  are  2,500.000  sheep  in  Can- 
ada" is  one  of  the  signs  over  the  ex- 
hibit. "The  size  and  climate  of  Can- 
ada will  permit  25.000,000." 

It  was  also  shown  that  22  000 
workers  are  employed  In  the  '•>72 
woolen  mills  over  the  country  The 
Industry,  It  Js  alleged,  now  supports 
one  of  every  80  people  at  present 
working  In  the  country.  They  manu- 
facture $<  5,000,000  worth  of  goods 
annually.      It   was    pointed    out    that 

n^hTff^H  ^^^^  '°  Canadian  workers 
in  this  industry  are  from  two  to  four 
times  the  amount  given  to  like  work- 
ers in  other  countries. 

Blind   Men   at  Work 

Four  blind  men  working  on  brooms 
and  a  few  women  who  have  lost  their 
sight  sewing  on  specially  prepared 
machines  fornj  one  of  the  most 
Thp' rif  '^}'''''''  ^"  »he  Exhibition 
Th^  K?,  !^*?^^"  national  institute  for 
the  blind  have  an  appealing  display 

One  corner  of  their  famous  work-' 
shop  has  been  brought  to  the  busy 
fair  grounds.  Dressed  in  blue  over- 
ailfl,  a  man  grasps  a  handful  of 
fntn'T;    '''T^    ^    '""^    broom    handle 

blindly  for  his  mat"  lal^l^^o^u'id'be 
expected,  but  works  away  like  an 
""■'rhr^  ''Jf "„  «"  '"  ''""e  blind, 
travel  Itou^'^If  completed  broom, 
navel  along  a  few  yards  on  a  belt 
to  where  another  sightless  Inmate 
carefully  sews  them  on  his  machine 
<="»«  the  straggly  ends  off  and  J  "eg 
up  the  finished  article.  It  Is  all  done 
with  machine-like  precision  Thev 
never    waver.  ^ 

Along  a  little  farther  a  blind  eirl 
sews  carefully  on  an  electric  ma 
chine.  The  work  she  turns  ou"  1; 
perfect  Visitors  marvelled  at  the 
fact  that  her  nimble  fingers  were 
not  crushed  m  the  flying  needles  Is 
she  deftly  worked  them  In  and  out 

Long  lines  of  the  aprons  which 
she  has  completed  are  offered  for 
sale  by  attractive  girls  epecLllv  en- 
gaged x«.«  the  work.  In  another  boo?h 
other  Inmates  of  th^  ir,!;!.  .7 
weave  objects  out  o  wicL"  r  woo^d" 
varnish  and  paint  thenT     The  ^Hr^ 

fact   it   18   strange   that    thev  can   hi 
offered  at  so  reasonable  a  ra^a 

The  other  exhibits  are  WU-  nri 
vate  firms.     Pianos    nlZJ     ^  ^   '"^'' 

.leaners.    wash/n'rnSn^^s.lreT 
n   fact    everything  that  is   prodS 

reTh^ere'^n'^s'^'^*"''.'?^  '"  ^-na^i 
re  there.    "  is  a  well  planned  build- 
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anada's  Greatest  Newspaper 

WEDNESDAY,    JANUARY    20,    1926. 

iXpOUNTRY  BEFORE  PARTY. 

The  Editor,  fllontreal  Daily  Star: 

I  Sir, — When  a   number  of  men  are 

T  appointed  directors  of  a  corporation, 
they  often  differ  very  much  in  their 
opinions,  but  they  are  all  dominated 
by  one  purpose — the  success  of  their 
company.  For  pi-ogress  and  harmony 
jtheir  policy  must  be  one  of  "grive"  and 
"take."  The  state  is  a  huge  cor- 
poration; the  members  of  Parliament 
comprise  the  board  of  management. 
We  frequently  heard  prominent  men 
competing  for  office  during  the  recent 
campaign  say  that  they  were  independ- 
ent, and  would  follow  no  leader.  In 
this  way  they  obtained  many  votes 
from  those  who  thought  they  were  vot- 
ing for  tho  naan  instead  of  the  party; 
their  country's  interest  being  their 
first  consideration.  Both  Mr.  King 
€Lnd  Mr.  Meighen  stated  that  if  suc- 
cessful they  would  at  once  appoint  a 
[commission  to  look  into  the  question 
of  the  tariff.  True,  this  was  going 
to  be  done. in  different  ways,  but  prob- 
ably the  re.sult  would  have  been  the 
.same.  I  think  that  25  per  cent,  of 
the  Liberal  members  of  the  Province 
|of  Quebec  would  vote  for  a  higher 
tariff,  as  it  is  to  the  interest  of  this 
province  that  they  should  do  so.  The 
Progressives  iiave  cls^rly  shown  that 
they  are  not  a  solid  bloc,  as  evidenced 
by  the  fact  that  five  of  this  party 
voted  for  the  amendment.  If  Can- 
ada's representatives  will  only  co-oper- 
ate as  a  board  of  management,  for- 
getting party,  and  loader,  I  see  no  rea- 
son why  the  legislation  of  our  country 
i  cannot  be  succes.sfully  carried  on  imdcr 
existing  conditions.  If  this  Is  done, 
the  members  will  .surely  get  the  thanks 
j  and  respect  of  their  constituencies,  for 
the  country  at  the  present  time  cer- 
tainly does  not  want  the  expense  and 
trouble  of  another  general  election. 
Montreal.         PHILIP  K.  luAYTON. 
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APPEAL  FOR  BLINDJ)ESERVES 
CITIZENS' GENEROUS  SUPPORT 

Women  5^uxiliary    Holds   Tag    Day    Next    Friday    to    Raise 

$75,000  to  Enable  Pearson  Hall  to  Continue  as  Centre  for 

Productive  Work  by  Handicapped   Men  and  Women 


In  the  back  room  of  an  ancient 
i  house  on  Beverley  street  a  young  man 
sits  behind  an  empty  desk  waiting  for 
the  telephone  to  ring.  He  is  sprucely 
clad  and  has  the  air  of  an  ex-officer 
turned  business  executive  but  there 
is  no  litter  of  papers  before  him,  no 
stack  of  letters  to  sign,  no  calendar 
toemo.  Simply  an  ink-stand  with  one 
penholder;  and  his  sensitive  fingers 
stroke  the  surface  of  the  desk  lightly 
as  he  reaches  toward  it.       ' 

Through  the  window  there  is  a  view 
of  back  gardens  awaiting  the  belated 
.'spring.  The  maple  buds  are  swelling 
■red  and  robin  chirrups  soulfully.  The 
[light  is  grey,  but  that  does  not  seem 
■to  matter  to  the  songster  and  neither 
does  it  matter  to  the  young  man:  for 
to  him  the  room  and  the  world  outside 
■are  blank  darkness. 

As  a  matter  of  fact  he  ia  an  ex- 
officer  turned  executive.  His  desk  is 
the  pivotal  point  of  an  organization 
i!that  extends  its  ramifications  from  the 
:Atlantic  to  tho  Pacific,  but  the  man 
I'Who  directs  it  is  blind.  That  is  why 
his  deslc  is  bare  of  papers. 

It  is  almost  exactly  ten  years  since 
^they  brought  him  off  tho  field  at 
JoKemmel  with  a  bullet-hole  through  the 
.{bridge  of  his  nose  ^and  the  light  sear- 
,ed  out  of  his  eyes  forever.  The  army 
ilaurgeon's  magic  has  completely 
I  effaced  the  scar  of  that  bullet  but  the 
eyes  were  beyond  healing. 

The  chances  are  that  you  would 
notice  nothing  odd  about  his  face  now 
— even  blindness  can  be  cloaked — but 
there  is  something  odd  about  him  once 
you  know.  It  is  only  from  his  eyed 
that  the  light  has  vanished;  the  re^ 
of  his  features  are  as  cneerful  as  when 
he  made  that  last  march  up  to  the 
front  line,  and  they  radiate  interest 
jIn  life— life  and  worlt. 

He  is  Captain  A.  E.  Balier,  secic- 
tary-treasurer  of  tho  Canadian  Na- 
Itional  Institute  for  the  Blind,  and 
there,  probably,  you  have  the  whole 
secret  of  hi.'?  cheerfulness  if  you  can 
i;rasp  it.  Since  he  came  back  to 
i.Canada,  sightless,  in  1916  he  has  been 


perpetually  busy,  planning  and  work.^ 
ing  at  a  project  tliat  has  greater  healJ! 
ing  in  it  than  even  the  army  surgeon's 
sliill,  and  he  hajs  been  rewarded  with 
success  all  along  the  line.  Once  he 
:•  .j.s  an  elect  '■'  engineer  wU!i  a 
career  before  him.  Now  he  is  engaged 
in  the  task  of  galvanising  thousands 
of  his  fellow-blind  from  the  apathy  of 
tlespond  into  self-help  and  useful ncs.'?. 
and  that  is  his  career. 

But  it  is  not  s.f>  «.  personal  sloi  i 
that  you  get  all  this  fcom  him.  HiS 
own  side  of  it  merely  leaks  out  in 
scraps  of  the  conversation.  The  con- 
versation itself  is  chiefiy  about  the 
other  fellow's  blindness  and  what  can 
be  done  about  it. 

"I'm  totally— what  they  call  T.B.," 
he  apologises  as  he  reaches  hesitantly 
for  your  cigaret-case.  And  that,  you 
gather,   is   that. 

;   Who   are    these   othei-  oiTie 

three     thousand     of     Cau-i(!;i  s     .seven 

thousand  b'ind  ;  and  if  it  were  not  for 
the  jn.stitute  mo::t  of  them  would  ue 
sitting  with  folded  hands  wondering- 
well,  how  it.  would  feel  to  be  able,  to 
see  again,  juat  for  half  a  day;  woii- 
itering  v/hy  they  carnot :  and,  worst  o; 
all,  inwardly  apologisiiig  for  the  hei,:i' 
fcssnoss,  the  use'.easiiess,  of  those 
folded  hands  As  it  ia  you  can  see  U' 
you  are  interested  wliat  some  of  them 
ar(-  doing  right  at  Pear.«on  Kail,  the 
old  house  on  Bevoiley  street. 

.•\ftive   and   Happy  ii 

One   of   them   Is  at   the  switchboart,  ■ 
;ind  as  her  swift  hands  manipulate  th'.; 
plugs  yoji  would  never  guess  that  on'y 
the    sense   of    tout'i    guides    their   deft 
movements.       Othcr.s,     twenty-one     '.'f 
them,   arc  Jit  work   in  the   white-wear 
lactoi^,   turning  out  garments  at  the 
rate     of  a   thousand     dozen   a  month 
with    power-driven    sewing    machine?-;. 
These  are   all  women.     In   the   brooin 
and    basket       factory    at    1074    Qxieen 
street   ea.st    there    ai'c    thirty    men,    at 
the  blind  worliers'  residence  on  Churchy 
fstreet,         eleven       others  —  homeies.'j,| 
'■  liese — and  at  the  Clarkwood  residence} 
lor  aged   blind  women  and   blind  jjirls,* 
another  colony — all  of  them  busy  malt- 
ing things  to  sell.     Scattered<over  Can- 
ada  are    scores   and    scores    of    others 
who  have  never  even  left  their  homes 
but   are     carrying     on     tliere,    u.seful, 
active  and  reasonably  happy. 

The  salesroom,     an     adjunct  of  the) 
eeverley  street  headquarters,  explains^ 
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ft|o>.  these  latter  axe  kept  jroing.  Raw 
JKatcrials ;  leather,  thread,  wool,  atr"ia;r. 
Bcavy  rattan,  canes  and  tons  and  ton x 
fc  reed,  are  handled  there  for  distri- 
Isiition  a  pound  or  two  at  a  time,  and 
it  cost  to  these  home-workers.  Th^^y 
4omc-.  bacl-  in  the  form  of  manufatur'd 
iKh-ticles  and  are  repurchased  for  na)e 
at  market  prices.  The  Blind  Craft 
ShofV  at  10  Eloor  street  east  handles 
quantities  of  them,  but  it  also  servos 
a  sample  room  for  sales  on  a  larger 
cale. 

.There  are  other  departments  as  well 
this  indu.stry  of  the  blind,  a  soci-il 
prvice  department,  a  piano  tuners' 
egistry  and  the  library  and  publishi  ig 
jreau  on  College  .street,  for  example: 
it     the      workshops    are     the     most 

tipressive. 
I ,  Work  is  bound  to  be  impressive  when 
It  is  carried  on  under  an  enormous 
handicap;  and  all  the  more  so  when  ii 
B'ogresse.s  effieietlWly  under  that  haii- 
Soap.  The  fact  that,  through  the  m 
ilitute,  Canadian  blind  contri- 
ated  .$425,000  worth  of  good.« 
the  the  wealth  of  their  country 
Siiring  the  past  fiscal  year— turned 
rtut,  for  example,  twenty-five  per  ce.at, 
ojC  the  brooms  used  in  Canada,  ;ina 
field  n.  large  block  of  the  Canadian 
Siarket  against  foreign  imports  in 
tfisketry  —  speaks  for  the  efficiency 
iof  their  handicraft. 
■  This  is  the  accomplishment  of  eight 
years,  and  naturally  it  has  not  come 
aljout  haphazardly.  In  one  jtarlicular 
it  is  the  fniit  of  genius. 
I.  If  you  were  blind,  and  a  man  with 
Unimpaii-cd  eyesight  sought  to  teach 
50U  a  trade,  -sought  to  persuade  you 
that  your  groping  hands  could  work 
as  effectively  as  his.  the  chance.s  are 
that,  being  blind  and  being  human, 
you  would  be  stirred  to  resentmeut 
rather  than   hope. 

Tcnirli    Uliiid    I  seftil    'I'l-atlcN 

There  was  the  handicap  the  institute 
jhad  to  overcome ;  and  it  was  over- 
come by  the  use  of  blind  instructors. 
There  is  a  staff  of  eleven  in  this 
province  and  others  elsewhere.  They, 
visit  the  blind  in  their  homes,  and 
demonstrate  before  they  begin  to  teach 
that  the  great  consolation  of  useful- 
ness remains  even  when  sight  is  gone. 
They  give  instruction  In  some  kind 
of  handicraft  until  it  has  been 
mastered.  Then  their  pupil  is  free  to 
purchase  his  materials  from  Pearson 
Hall  and  sell  his  products  there.  And 
should  the  market  for  that  particular 
product  become  clogged,  the  instructor 
return.';  •  and  gives  another  course  in 
making  something  else.  This  as  in- 
surance, against  unemployment. 

This  is  part  of  Captain  Baker's 
story.  He  tells  it  with  a  gripping  en- 
thusiasm. He  is  equally  enthusiastic 
about  the  preventive  work  carried  on 
by  the  Social  Service  department.  Re- 
calling the  blind  to  productive  worlc 
is  only  half  of  his  job;  the  saving  of 
eyes  that  are  threatened  wi;th  blind- 
ness is  the  other  half.  In  part  it  is 
educative.  Children  must  be  remind- 
ed that  a  little  caution  will  sometimes 
avoid  an  accident  to  sight.  Operatives 
in  some  industries  need  a  similar  re- 
minder. The  other  part  takes  the 
form  of  active  assistance.  Is  there  a 
sick  man  in  Timmins  whose  sight  is 
threatened  by  disease?  The  institute 
will   see   to   it   that  he   gets   attention. 


Does  a  farm  hand  in  Western  Ontario 
need  proper  glasses  to  save  his  fail- 
ing virion?  The  institute  will  see 
that  he  gets  them.  Here,  in  short, 
is  its  promise.  1 

No  man  in  Canada,  native-born  or 
foreign,  need  suffer  for  the  lack  of 
necessarj'  treatment  to  his  eyes.  If  he 
cannot  afford  the  treatment,  the  in- 
stitute will  get  it  for  him  anyway: 
and  if  expert  care  can  save  his  eye- 
eight  he   will   not  go   blind. 

The  rational  mind  will  qnickly  grasp 
that  all  of  this  does  not  come  like 
manna  from  the  clouds.  It  takes 
money.  Much  of  the  institute's  work, 
such  as  that  of  social  service,  does 
not  produce  revenue  though  it  is 
worth  more  than  money.  Even  the 
workshops  are  subsidized,  for  they 
operate  in  honest  and  open  competi- 
tion with  outside  industry  and  employ 
handicapped   workers. 

The  balance  of  efficiency  between 
those  handicapped  men  and  women, 
and  those  in  other  factories  who  work 
more  swiftly  because  they  have  sight 
has  to  be  made  up  by  the  institute. 

That  is  why  the  women's  auxiliary 
of  the  institute  is  holding  a  tag  day 
next  Friday,  with  Lady  Baillie,  Mrs. 
Lionel  Clarke  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Brecken- 
rldge  in  charge  of  organization,  to 
raise  $75,000  toward  next  year's  oper- 
ation. Roughly  speaking.  everv 
twenty-five  cents  of  the  money  con-1 
tributed  will  produce  one  dollar  in 
wages  to  Canada's  army  of  blind 
workers— the  proceeds  of  their  work 
make  up  the  balance.  And  it  will  be 
spent  in  Ontario— each  province  bears 
its  own  share. 

If  that  statement  is  not  sufficient 
reason  for  contiibuting  as  generously 
aa  you  can  pext  Friday,  it  might  be 
well  to  ^o  and  see  some  of  the  work 
you  are  asked  to  support.  That— 11| 
jou  are  normally  open-hearted— 
would  convince  you. 
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It  Is  hoped  to  secure  8ubstantl»l| 
returns  this  year  owing  to  the  presa3 
Ing  demand  for  the  new  building. 
Last  year  notwithstanding  the  in- 
clemency of  the  weather  on  May 
1st,  the  sum  of  $46,628  was  received. 
With  the  date  set  a  week  later  more 
favorable  weather  Is  anticipated.  The 
Tag  Day  headquarters  are  to  be  at 
10  Bloor  Street  east,  the  Blind  Craft 
Shop.  The  captains,  lieutenants  and 
taggers  are  looking  forward  to  roll- 
ing up  a  fine  total  for  the  work 
among  the  blind  which  has  been  In- 
creasing and  progressing  so  exten- 
sively In  the  last  few  years  In  Can« 
ada.  ^^^^,,1  — ^■•-  1 
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Taggers  for  Blind  Expect 

to  Exceed  Objective! 

May  7th  la  the  date  set  for  the 
7th  Tag  Day  In  aid  of  the~bMnd  and 
an  energetic  committee  under  the 
convener«lilp  of  Lady  Balllle  have 
been  busily  engaged  In  preparing  for 
It.  Mrs.  J.  0.  Breckenbrldge  la  trea- 
surer for  the  Tag  Day  and  a  large 
number  of  captains  have  been  ar- 
ranged for  to  take  charge  of  the 
different  districts.  A  special  project 
this  year  which  Is  Interesting  the 
Women's  Auxiliary  to  the  Canadian 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  is 
the  building  of  a  new  annex  for 
"Clarkewood,"  the  residence  for  aged 
blind  women  and  aged  girls.  The  ad- 
dition is  much  needed  In  order  to 
provide  safer  and  better  accommo- 
dation for  the  older  women. 


Officer  of  Canadian  National 

Institute  Tells  of  Methods 

Employed. 

"Of  the  7000  blind  persons  In  Canada 
today,  one-half  need  never  have  been 
so  afflicted,  for  60  per  cent,  of  blind- 
ness Is  preventable." 

This  was  the  statement  made  by 
Captain  E.  A.  Baker,  general  secretary 
of  the  Canadian  National  Institute  for 
the  Blind,  In  the  course  of  an  address 
on  the  alms  and  objects  of  the  Insti- 
tute, given  before  an  audience  com- 
posed of  blind  people  and  public- 
spirited  citizens  Interested  In  Improv- 
ing the  conditions  of  those  so  afflicted, 
In  the  Board  of  Trade  auditorium, 
Thursday   evening. 

Continuing,  Captain  Baker  said  the 
object  of  the  Institute  was  the  amelio- 
ration of  conditions  of  the  blind  In 
Canada,  by  educating  them  In  suitable 
oocupatlons,  such  as  broom-makinp, 
piano  tuning,  massage  and  office  work. 
Proom  factories,  such  as  the  one  In 
Vancouver,  had  been  organized  and 
these  were  turning  out  between  40,000 
and  45,000  dozen  brooms  annually,  or 
between  20  and  25  per  cent,  of  the 
brooms  used  In  Canada- 

The  Institute  was  assisting  In  the 
sale  of  the  products  and  \\  ere  endeav- 
oring to  subsidize  blind  workers  when- 
ever funds  permitted.  The  co-opera- 
tion of  the  public  wa.ii  needed  for  the 
expansion  and  development  of  its 
work,  ho  said.  Home  teaching  In  va- 
rious lines  of  endeavor  was  being  car- 
ried out  by  eighteen  blind  and  their 
three  teachers  In  the  employ  of  the 
Institute,  and  last  year  12,000  lessons 
to  260  blind  persona  had  been  given.     1. 
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\  A  Braille  library  had  been  estab- 
(llshed  In  Toronto  In  1917  with  6000 
ivolumes  and  they  had  S60  readers  In 
rarlous  parts  of  the  Dominion,  last 
year  IS, 8 7 5  loans  bavins  been  made. 
Postacre  for  the  delivery  and  return  of 
these  volumes  was  free. 

Research  work  was  being  carried 
on  and  the  methods  obtaining:  In  Great 
iBrltain,  the  United  States  and  France 
were  being  Investigated.  In  1918  a 
department  for  blind  women  had  been 
established  and  loom-weaving  and 
basket-making  taught.  In  Toronto 
there  were  twenty-one  blind  girls  at 
work  in  a  factory  operating  power- 
driven  sewing  machines.  This  factory 
was  the  first  of  Its  kind  In  the  world. 
Two  other  such  factories  have  since 
ibeen  established  in  the  United  Stages. 

Mrs.  Mary  Ellen  Smith,  M.L.A., 
'made  a  plea  for  co-operation  by  the 
general  public  In  purchasing  the  pro- 
[ducts  of  blind  workers.  General  V. 
"W.  Odium,  M.U.A.,  who  acted  as  chair- 
man, also  urged  the  co-operation  of 
the  public  In  the  work  of  the  Instl- 
{fiute. 
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Capt.  Bakerjsecrefifry,  Tells 
of   Work   OT   National   In- 
stitute For  Afflicted 

There  are  about  7,000  blind  per- 
sons In  Canada  and  of  this  number 
6,000  are  registered  with  the  Can- 
adian National  Institute  for  the 
Blind,  Capt.  E.  A.  Baker  of  Toronto, 
secretary,  said  In  his  address  given 
at  Benvenuto  yesterday  afternoon 
when  thirty  blind  persons  were  the 
guests  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  P. 
Butchart  on  a  visit  to  their  garden 
and   home   "Benvenuto." 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Butchart  provided 
transportation  from  the  city  for  the 
blind  party.  The  guests  were  taken 
through  the  gardens  and  the  beaatles 
of  the  flowers  and  bed  described  to 
them  ap  thv  w«nt  through.  There 
was  tea  In  the  house.  Sir  Prank  and 
Lady  Barnard,  Mrs.  Fleming  of  the 
Red  Cross,  Miss  Snyder  and  Miss 
McBrlde  of  the  Social  Service 
Leagiie,  Fred  Landsberg,  Mlsa  Lodge 
and  Miss  Latham  of  Vancouver,  were 
among  the  guests  who  helped  enter- 
tain the  party. 

Capt.  Baker  told  how  the  Insti- 
tute seeks  to  help  all  blind,  estab- 
lishing factories  for  them,  arrang- 
ing for  home  teachers  of  whom  there 
are  now  eighteen  blind  and  three 
sighted,  building  up  a  library  of 
18,375    volumes    of    Braille    publica- 


tions   which    are    circulated    free    of 
charge  through   the  mall. 

Fifty  per  cent  of  all  blindness  can 
be  prevented,  and  the  Institute  is 
now  emphasizing  this  side  of  Its 
work,  Capt.  Baker  said.  He  said  the 
organization  waa  started  by  the  men 
blinded  overseas,  who  were  fired 
with  enthusiasm  because  of  the  at- 
tention and  treatment  given  them 
and  they  determined  to  do  all  they 
could  to  aid  the  civil  blind. 

In  .thanking  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Butchart, 
Capt.  Baker  eald  that  a  wonderful 
opportunity  had  been  given  the  party 
to  appreciate  a  place  which  waa 
"very  near  an  earthly  paradise  and 
while  we  may  not  see  In  the  strict 
sense  of  the  word,  we  can  indeed 
feel  and  enjoy." 


M o  yVt-ri2>aA>. ,  Cscw electa^.  5f*.W<*.«.T-olL/. 
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Annual  Drive  For  ^ 

y^ind    Took     Place 
J  This    Afternoon 

e  annual  drive  for  the  blind  took 
place  this  .ifternocj.  from  the  grounds 
of  the  In.stitution  for  the  Blind,  at  6872 
SherbroofW^-.«?irBCr"iyB'iift"'^'n'(>PyWian 
200  afflicted  men  and  wom-an  through 
The  kindness  of  niember.s  of  the  Lions 
and  Rotary  C:iubs  were  given  a  drive 
through  the  counti-y. 

Fine  weather  favored  the  day.  and 
the  participants  were  in  high  spirits. 
They  left  the  institution  in  a  convoy 
of  nearly  40  private  autcjnobiles,  and 
passing:  through  the  Town  of  Mount 
Royal,  were  driven  as  far  as  Terre- 
bonne, returning  at  six  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon.  After  their  return  a  sudmt 
-•r\r\  ■  '■ri.i'  pvcnins  was  heUiJiaiBll^hfi 
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BLIND 
mi  BE  EXIEiEO 


Response  on  Recent  Tag 

Day  Enables  Work  to 

be  Done. 


It  has  been  announced  by  Mrs. 
Lionel  Clarke,  president  of  the  "Wo- 
men's Auxiliary  to  the  Canaqtlan  Na- 
tioftal  Institute  for  the  Blind,  that  as 
a  resu5t'*T?*''W?'''SWBW!fs  response 
on  the  Tag  Day  for  the  Blind  that 
It    is    now    possible    to'  proceed    with 


[the  badly  needed  extension  to  the 
residence  for  blind  women  and  girls 
in  Toronto,  which  will  cost  about 
$25,000.  The  National  Institute  for 
the  Blind  and  the  Women's  Auxiliary 

jhaye  extended  their  thanks  to  the 
citizens  of  Toronto  In  general  and  to 
an    those    who    assisted    In    arrango- 

:  ments  for  making  the  event  a  suc- 
cess. 

The  following  statement  has  been 

t^®5    ^^'"^   regard   to   the   Tag   Day 

which  was  held  May  7th  In  Toronto 

Baiufe-  convenorship     of     Lady 

i^Jfi*'  T^f  ^^y  recelptes,  $51.- 
{,  r"  i  "**'  expenses,  $863.29; 
list  ef  expenses:  Tags.  |736;  tas 
boxes,  $151;  arm  bands.  $22,  sta- 
tionary, $25;  advertising,  |82-  mis- 
cellaneous, letters,  telephones,  signs 
etc.,  $205;  total,  $1,222.  Lessi  Tlg.^i 
tag  boxes  and  arm  bands  carried 
;over,  $3  59;  total  net  expenses.  $863- 
Niet  receipts,   $50,294.92. 


INSME  FOR  BLINDS 
ENDMraiESYEAR 

;  For  First  Time  in  History  Sales 
o^^l^rkmen  Exceed 
/X     $400,000 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 

|t.ie    Canadian    National    I'.stittte    for 

■the    Blind    sales    of    the    prr ducts    of 

b;md    workmen    passed      the      ^400,000 

maik  last  year. 

This  encouraging  report  was  pre- 
sented at  the  annual  meet.ng  this 
afir:rnoon  by  President  L.  M,  Wood. 
The  actual  sales  total  was  4409,899. 

Mr  Wood  also  reported  that  dur- 
ing- the  year  the  balance  of  t.if  mort- 
gage on  Clarkewood,  the  residence 
fo"  blind  women  and  git's  on  Sher- 
bobrrc  street,  was  reduced  by  a  pay- 
men*  of  $1,300  from  the  enoowment 
ftad  capital  fund  and  hy  a  special 
contribution  of  $1,200  frcm  Mrs. 
5I;irgaret   Gooderham    of    'To  cr.to. 

The  total  assets  ot  aii  divisions, 
after  providing  for  depreciation, 
amount  to  $332,151,  as  against  $331,- 
239  in  1925.  / 

The  total  liabilities  amount  to  $100,- 
504,  as  against  $80,356.40  in  1925. 

The  financial  position  was  accord- 
ingly weakened  during  the  year  to  the 
extent  of  $20,301.  ' 

The  total  net  cost  of  carrying  on 
the  operations  of  the  institute  for  the 
year  was  $228,204,  as  compared  with 
$222,559    in    1924.      The     increased    ex- 
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^ense^of  $5,64!5  Is  due  to  the  generRl^ 
expansion  of  activities  of  the  institute 
'"as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 
'General  Secretary  E.  A.  Baker  an- 
nounced a  large  growth  in  the  library 
work.  His  report  also  showed  an  in- 
crease of  blind  news  vendors,  there 
being  22  now  located  In  Toronto. 

The     Bloor       "Blind     Craft     Shop" 
■totalled  sales  of  $8,000  last  year.  ! 

In  view  of  the  increasing  popularity  j 
of  radio  equipment  and  the  enjoy-  j 
ment  evinced  by  blind  people  who  had 
managed  to  secut-  sets,  It  was  felt 
that  Institute  assistance  would  be  Jus- 
tified. With  this  in  view  reliable  radio 
firms  were  approached  with  the  re- 
sult that  a  discount  approximating  50 
per  cent,  was  promised  if  purchases 
were  made  through  the  institute  head 
office.  Blind  people  were  notified  ac- 
cordingly and  for  the  first  five  months 
during  which  this  arrangement  was  in 
force  equipment  to  the  value  of  over 
$6,900  was  purchased,  while  a  net  sav- 
ing for  blind  purchasers  amounting  to 
over  $3,000  was  secured.  This  service 
has  been  a  great  boon  and  has  made 
available  entertainment  otherwise  out 
of  reach  for  the  scattered  blind  people 
in  many  outlying  districts  particu- 
larly. 

A  survey  of  the  government  grants 
showed  Ontario  to  lead  in  generosity 
with  a  gift  of  $50,000. 

After  mentioning  that'  there  were 
now  six  thousand  blind  people  in  On- 
tario the  report  continues: 

The  value  of  products  turnc  ".  out  in 
the  first  year  of  the  institute's  exist- 
ence amounted  to  .$9,000;  for  the  past 
fiscal  year,  which  represents  the 
eighth  year,  these  products  have 
reached  a  value  of  approximately 
$410,000.  This  result  answers  two 
queries:  First,  is  the  institute  organiz- 
ing permanent  industrial  employment 
toy  the  blind?  And,  second,  are  blir  ' 
people  ambitious  to  work  c  :\d  become 
self-suppojting?  - 


fNSIIIUTE  FOR  BLIi 
IE 


Value  of  Products  Turned 

Out  During  Past  Year 

Was  $410,000. 


BLESSING     OP     RADIO 

_t  i 

Hon.  W.  H.  Price,  Provincial 
Treasurer,  addressed  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Canadian  Natlona.1 
Institute  for  the  Blind,  held  yesterday 
,«Lfternoon    under    the    chairmanship 
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or  the  president,  Mr.  L.  M.  WoodT 
at  the  Physics  Building,  Toronto 
University.  Complimenting      the 

members  on  the  progress  effected 
since  the  organization  came  into 
being  in  1918  and  congratulaitng 
the  blind  on  the  extent  and  pro- 
gress of  their  efforts.  Colonel  Price 
spoke  of  the  remarkable  advance 
which  had  been  made.  The  work 
of  the  organization,  now  Dominion- 
wide,  should  meet  with  increasing 
success,  he  said.  Captain  £.  A.  | 
Baker,  the  general  secretary,  ga\e 
a  survey  of  the  work,  outlining  the 
educational  and  industrial  oondl- 
tians  among  juvenile  and  adult 
blind. 

The  report  of  the  general  secre- 
tary showed  the  value  of  products 
turned  out  last  year  to  be  approx- 
imately $410,000,  as  compared  to 
|9,000  in  the  first  year  of  the  in- 
stitute's existence.  He  emi^hasizedi 
the  efforts  being  made  toward  pre_^ 
venUn^bUndness.  Treatment^™^ 
c3flW1W^^^T^cy,  together  with 
organization  of  sight-saving  classes 
for  city  schools  and  relief  facilities 
for  rural  schools  are  being  arrang- 
ed in  co-operation  with  provincial 
and  civic  authorities  In  Ontario,  the 
four  western  provinces  and  the 
Maritime  Provinces.  The  primary 
oii.lect  is  to  secure  not  only  the  ne- 
cessary statutes  providing  for  treat- 
ment of  infants'  eyes  at  birth,  but 
the  addition  of  penalty  clauses  for 
non-observance   of   those   concerned. 

Mr.  I>.  M.  Wood  gave  an  outline 
Df  the  finances  of  the  institute.  He 
stated  that  the  balance  of  the  mort-, 
jage  on  "Clarkewood,"  the  residence' 
.'or  blind  w-omen  and  girls,  had  been 
•educed  by  a  payment  of  $1,300  from; 
•Jhe  endowment  and  capital  fund  and! 
from  a  special  contribution  of  $1,200 
from  Mrs.  Margaret  Gooderham  of 
rdronto.  The  total  assets  of  all  dlvl-' 
slons  providing  for  depreciation, 
amounted  to  $332,151,  as  against 
J331,235  the  previous  year.  The 
total  Uabllltlea  amounted  to  $100,- 
504  as  against  $80,356  the  previous 
year.  The  total  net  cost  of  opera- 
tion for  the  year  was  $228,204.  as 
compared  with  $222,559  the  previous 
year.  The  Increased  expense  was 
due  to  the  expansion  of  activities. 
ITie  Bloor  Street  "Blind  Craft  Shop" 
totalled  sales  of  $8,000  during  the 
year. 

Radio  a  Boon. 

It  was  announced  that  there  had 
been  a  large  increase  in  circulation 
In  the  library  department  and  in  the 
number  of  blind  news  vendors.  Radio 
had  proved  a  great  boon,  especially 
to  the  scattered  blind  in  outlying 
districts.  A  survey  of  the  Govern- 
ment grants  showed  Ontario  much 
In  the  lead  with  a  gift  of  $50,000. 
Mr.  "Wood  stated  that  the  output  of 
products  made  by  the  blind  might 
reach  $500,000  next  year.  Losses 
were  being  cut  down  in  providing 
work  for  the  blind,  and  a  greater 
output  was  being  received  from   the 


"Home  teaching  department.     A  new 

extension  was  to  be  added  to 
"Clarkewood"  residence.  Mr.  Baker 
Btated  that  25%  of  all  broom  manu-i 
Cacturlng  in  Canada  w^as  being  dons 
by  the  blind,  and  that  28  blind! 
women  were  employed  on  high-, 
power  sewing  machines.  21  In  To-I 
ronto  and  seven  in  Winnipeg.  Thelrl 
work  was  belnir  sold  in  competition 
with  sighted  workers. 

Of  Interest  wa.«i  the  Provincial 
Government  film  illustrating  the  dif- 
ferent types  of  handicraft  and  In- 
dustries which  can  be  performed  by 
the  blind.  Mr.  A.  G.  Vlets  moved  a 
vote  of  thanks  for  the  film,  which 
was  seconded  by  Mr.  F.  W.  Johns- 
ton, vice-president,  who  pointed  out 
that  the  work  for  the  blind  was  not 
purely  voluntary  and  not  purely  be- 
ing done  by  the  Government,  which 
was  a  good  plan,  he  believed.  Dr. 
C.  R.  Dickson  moved  a  vote  of 
thaniks  to  the  Honorable  W.  H.  Price, 
which  was  seconded  by  Mr.  S.  C. 
Swift,  chief  librarian.  Mr.  Swift 
emphasized  that  the  problem  of  thi  I 
blind  was  a  social  one,  and  that  by 
making  them  independent  they  I 
were  being  rendered  a  valuable  ser- 
vice. 

Lieut. -Col.  K.  R.  Marshall  second- 
ed the  adoption  of  the  leports.  The 
following  were  elected  to  office  for 
the    coming    year: —  ^j 

Hon.  President.  Mrs.  Lionel  H. 
L'larke;  Pre.sident,  L.  M.  Wood;  ^'ic^- 
Presldent,  F.  W.  Johnston;  Busines.s 
Kxecutive  Committee,  Campbell 
Reaves,  Chairman;  George  Carruth- 
ers,  A.  M.  Ivey,  F.  W.  Johnston, 
Lieut. -Col.  K.  R.  Marshall,  C.M.G., 
D.S.O.;  L.  :M.  Wood;  General  Secre- 
tary, E.  A.  Baker.  B.Sc,  M.C.,  Crolj^ 
de   Guerre.  Jr- 
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ROSE  DAY  FUND  FIRSt  AIDS^ 
I^^BLIND  WOMEN  AND  GIRLS 

rag     Day     Receipts      $51,158— Building 
K.\tensioiis  Now  Made  Posiiible 

The  first  breath  of  the  perfume  of 
Rose  Day  is  to  reach  the  blind  women 
and  girls  of  Toronto.  Mrs.  Lionel 
L.  Clarke,  president  of  the  Women's 
Auxiliary  of  the  Canadian  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind,  in  announcing 
the  tag  day  receipts  of  $51,158,  adds 
that  it  is  now  possible  to  proceed  with 
the  badly  needed  e.xtensions  to  the 
residence  for  blind  women  and  girls. 
These  extensions  will  cost  $25,000. 

The  receipts  on  tag  day  were  diminl 
ished  only  by  expenses  totaling  $863. 
These  expenses  include  tags,  $763;  tag 
boxes,  $151;  arm  bands,  $22;  stationery, 
$25;  advertising,  $82;  miscellaneous, 
letters,  telephmies.  signs,  etc.,  $205;  a 
total  of  $1,222  from  which  is  deduct- 
ed $359  for  tag  boxes  and  arm  bands 
carried  over. 

The  Nation^  Institt^e/c 
and  t ne^Vomeh's!  Auxuia  1 

Mrs.    Clarlvc.    extend    their    o    .^ 

the  citizens  of  Toronto  in  general  and 

to  the  following  in  particular  for  their 

generous     response     to     the     appeal, 

[the     captains,     lieutenants   and     tag- 
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ITARIO'S  BLINO ..... 

Strixin'g  Figures  Given  at  An- 
nual at  Government  House 
of  Women's  Auxiliary 


Guvernment  liouse,  through  the 
kindness  of  Mrs.  Cockshutt,  held 
yesterday  afternoon  a  large  and  ap- 
pretiative  gathering  when  the  Wo- 
men's Auxiliary  to  the  Canadian  Na- 
tional institute  for  the  Blind  held 
their  seventh  annual  organization 
meeting  in  the  ball  room.  The  work 
of  the  past  year  was  reported  on  and 
officers  were  elected  for  the  coming 
term. 

Two  thousand  of  the  eight  thou- 
sand blind  in  Canada  were  resident  in 
Ontario  and  600  of  these  lived  in  To- 
ronto, said  Mrs.  Lionel  Clarke,  pre- 
sident of  the  organization,  in  pre- 
senting a  general  survey  of  the  work. 
The  library  in  this  (.-ity  foi-  the  blind, 
she  related,  during  the  past  yrar  had 
loaned  over  17.000  books  to  over  850 
blind  readers  throughout  Canada. 
Twenty-thi'ee  out  of  a  total  of  forty- 
four  news  centres  In  the  city  had 
been  secured  by  the  institute,  the 
speakei-  stated,  and  in  them  blind 
newsdealers  had  been  installed. 
Thirteen  of  these  men  were  now  the 
proprleters  of  their  businesses,  she 
said. 

Home   teachers,   themselves     blind, 
numbered  nine  in  the  province  of  On- 
tario.     Miss    Kathleen    O'Brien    said, 
in  relating  the    work     done    V:)y     the 
home  workers'  and  industrial  depart- 
ments. Two   .  f  these  instructors  were 
employed    full   time   in   Toronto    and 
the  other  seven     at    various     places 
j  throughout  the  province.    In  the  past 
I  year   63  individuals   were   taught  by 
I  these  and  1,205  lessons  were  given  in 
basketry,  braille,   braille  music,  cane 
seating,     moontype,     primary     work, 
sewing,  typing  aad  writing. 

The  importance  of  blind  workers  iii 
the  industry  of  the  city  was  shown  in 
a  report  that  20  blind  men  employed 
by  one  broom  factory  in  Toronto 
were  manufacturing  about  12,000 
'orooms  per  month  and  that  sightless  ; 
women  in  another  factory  turned  out 
some  13.800  dresses  and  aprons  last 
yea.r.  Over  $67,350  was  realized  from 
ihe  latter  garments. 

Directors  for  the  coming  .\ear  were 
elected.       Committee     in     charge     of 
ci-iift  shop:      Mrs.  Beverly   Jlaclnnes, 
Mrs.  Arnold  Ivy,  Mrs.  W.  S.  Green- i 
ing,  Mrs.    AV.    H.    Gooderham,    Miss 
Kathleen    O'Brien,   and   Miss     Diana! 
Clark.       Entertainment     committee:  I 
Lady  Eaton,  Mrs.  Tl.  J.  Clarke,  Miss : 
Diana  Clarke.   Miss  Jean   Wood   and 
XJss  Esther  Cassels. 
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^7  TO  LIVES  OF 


Encouraging   Reports    at 
Annual  Meeting  W.A.  of  I 
National  Institute. 


CAN  EARN  OWN  LIVING 


Industries  Established 
Suitable  for  Those  Suf- 
fering Under  Handicap. 


Congenial  and  remunerative  employ- 
ment is  proving  the  open  sesame  to 
lives  of  liappiness  and  ii.sofulne.ss  among 
tliG  blind,  as  illustrated  in  the  encour- 
aging reports  presented  yesterday  at 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Women's 
Auxiliary  to  the  Canadian  National  In- 
stitute for  the  Blind.  Toronto  branch, 
h«)d  at  Government  House.  The  chair 
was  taken  by  the  president,  Mrs. 
Lionel  Clarke,  and  congratulations  to 
the  Auxiliary  on  the  success  and"scopo 
Oi  the  worl<  were  extended  by  Mrs. 
Cockshutt. 

'Ihe    annual     reports    included    a    de- 
scription of  the  woriv  in  the  various  de- 
p<r.r;ments.    and    were   given    by   tlie   foi- • 
lowing     conveners: — Pearson       Hall,     by' 
Mrs.   W.  K.  Kiddell  (read  by  Mrs.  Uruco  , 
MacDonald)   extension  and  special  nales, 
Mrs.  Graeme  G,  Adam;  blind  craft  sliop,  \ 
Miss  Jean  Wood;   mens  residence,   .Mrs.  ' 
Campbell    Reaves,     ■Clarkewood ';     Mrs.  i 
W.   B.    MacLean    (.re.td  by   Alrs^.    William 
luce);      entertainment      committee,      by 
aiiss   Esther   Caxseks;    hoineworkers   and 
lndu.-5triai    department,    by    Miss    Kath-^ 
leen    O'Brien,    lelief   and    visiting,    Mrs. 
<i.  C.    Breckenrldgc   (read  by  Mrs.   Bens- 
lley),  and  the  Christmas  report.     The  re-, 
Iport.s  were  seconded  by  Lady  White. 
i      In      her     prcsideiitlal      ;jddres.s.      Mrs. 
Lionel  Clarke   elated   that  the   last   cen- 
;  SU.S  showed  approximately  S.DOO  blind  in 
,  C^anada;  over  2,000  In  Ontario,  and  about 
60o    in    Toronto.      In   order   to   help     the 
needy  blind,  industrial  depa'rtments  had 
been    established    throughout    the    Eas- 
tern   and    Western    Provinces    and    On- 
t.irio,    and    in    this   way    occupation   and^ 
independence     had     been     provided    for 
n:any.     For  those  not  ellsriblo  for  train- 
ing   and    emplovment,    relief    had    been 
^'iven.     It   had   been   estimated   that   the" 
earning    power    of    a    blind    worker    was 
i,-i>ni    60    to   TO    per    cent,    of    that   of     a 
sighted    one.      In    Jill    industries    for    the 
blind  a  certain  amount  of  sighted  labor 
had   to  be   employed.      It  was   a  revela- 
tion   to    see    the    totally    blind    working 
Iwith    the    fla.shinfT   knives  of    the    broom 
machines.      An    IntcrestlnET   item    of    the 
a  id'ess  wa.s   the   reference  to  the   order, 
I  eceived     from     the       Mayfair       General 
!  fading  Company,   of   London,    England, 
for  o6  dozen   of  the   pretty  little  hearth 
booms  made  by  the   blind. 


Receipts  Fop  Year. 

Tie  treasurer's  report  showed  re- 
ceipts for  the  year  of  ?.59,054.57.  The 
net  returns  from  the  tap  day  were  $4fi,- 
62S.;{5.  Mrs.  F.  N.  G.  Starr,  seconded 
h.,  Mrs.  .\rnold  Matthews,  moved  the 
f  'option  of  the  financial  report. 

It  was  announced  that  the  mortgage 
on  "Clarkewood,"  the  residence  for 
women  and  girls,  had  been  discharged, 
and  that  a  donation  of  $5,000  hart  been 
received  a«  a  nucleus  to  commence  the 
much-needed  annex.  Tribute  w-as  paid 
to  the  deaconess.  Miss  Tamkin,  and  to 
.Aiiss  E.  Tamkin  for  their  much  appre- 
i  :;ited  services  at  the  residence,  and  to 
nil  wlio  had  contributed  in  providing 
I  .iTf-rtainments.  ^        ' 

•Vi)  important  report  was  that  of  the 
homeworkers  and  industrial  department. 
The  blind,  it  was  stated,  are  taught 
liraille,  basketry,  music.  <:ane-seatlng, 
Itnitttng,  sewing,  typing  and  other  han- 
dicrafts. Twenty- three  ajiron  workers 
.g^^ni     •"    .-iproris    to    ihc    valu<»   of    $.">,20^ 
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gers  for  their  untiring  efforts,  the 
provincial  government  for  moving  pic- 
ture films  of  institute  activities,  the 
Famous  Players  Canadian  Corporation 
for  showing  the  pictures  at  the  differ- 
ent theatres,  the  press  of  Toronto  for 
the  splendid  publicity  and  generous 
contfibutions  they  gave,  the  Toronto 
Daily  Star  and  Canadian  National 
Carbon  Company  lor  broadcasting 
through  their  radio  services  in  con- 
nection with  the  appeal,  the  many 
firms  who  were  so  genei-ous  with  their 
contributions  and  supplies,  the  Bank 
of  Nova  Scotia  for  the  use  of  the  bank 
and  the  great  courtesy  and  assistance 
received  from  the  manager  and  staff 
and  the  tellers  who  counted  the 
money,  the  police  department  for  the 
kindly  assistance  of  the  constables  and 
for  many  special  concessions  granted, 
th€  many  chauffeurs  engaged  for  the 
willing  service  given  for  the  work. 

An  invitation  is  also  extended  to  the 
public  to  visit  any  of  the  numerous 
activities  of  the  institute  is  the  city 
during  the  coming  year. 

Ju-ne    is;    I9^L 

Jfancouver  Sends  Delegates 
To  Conference  of  Blind 

Uepresenting  the  AVestem  Associa- 
ffon  for  tho  Blind,  Gordon  Rooke  and 
Fred  Carlson  of  Vancouver  have  left 
10  attend 'a  col^erence  of  the  blind  at 
Montreal  fro^n  J'une  17  to  19.  This  is 
th&  flr^t  convention  of  the  kind  in 
•  ianada  and  every  province  in  the 
Dominion  will  be  repre.^ented.  Maurice 
Buck  of  Vancouver,  at  present  In 
ilontreal  visiting  his  jiarents,  will  aJso 
attend  the  meeting. 
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FIRST  CONVENTION 
OF  BLIND  MEETS 


Question    of     Pensions    for 

Sightless  Discussed  at 

Opening  Session 


ORGANIZATION    URGED 


Various  Methods  of  Amelior- 
ating Lot  of  Those  Deprived 
of  Sight  Suggested  by 
P.  E.  Layton 


A.-surrd  of  sympathetic  intere.'Jt 
on  the  part  of  the  acting  niayc^r.-Md. 
Theodore  Morgan,  and  of  the  pre- 
sident of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Col. 
Robert  Starke,  delegates  to  the  first 
convention  of  tlie  blind  people  of 
Cjn.'ida  hailed  the  formal  opening 
of  the  first  session  yesterday  morn- 
ing in  the  Industrial  Home  of  the 
Montreal  Association  of  the  Ulind 
with   optimism. 


A[#t»t>ca/,^ e. ,   vSra^ 


tTuTie    /7,    I'^^L 


SIGHTLESS  PEOPLE  ARE 
IN  CONFERENCE  HERE 
FROM  ALL  OVER  CANADA 


I 


"The  first  essential  thing  for  a 
blind  person  to  do  Is  to  conquer  self 
and  think  of  others;  to  give  rather 
than  to  get.  The  claim  of  duty  and 
sacrifice  is  just  as  binding  on  the 
sightless  as  on  those  who  liave  phy- 
sical vision.  And  I  think  that  this 
conference  conducted  and  addressed  by 
blind  people  will  demonstrate  the  fact 
to  the  world,"  declared  P.  E.  layton, 
president  of  the  Montreal  Association 
for  the  Blind  and  chairman  of  the 
first  conference  of  the  sightless  to  be 
held  here. 

The  conference  opened  this  morning 
at  the  Montreal  Industrial  Home  for 
the  Blind,  6870  Sherbrooke  street  west, 
when  blind  delegates  who  had  assemb- 
led from  all  parts  of  Canada  were  wel- 
comed to  the  city  by  Acting-Mayor 
Morgan  and  Col.  Robert  Starke,  hon- 
orary treasurer  of  the  home.  Mrs. 
I.,ayton  read  her  husband's  address  to 
the  delegates,  in  which  he  urged  that 
"this  conference  form  itself  into  a 
National  Federation  of  the  Blind."  ! 

"There  is  great  need  in  Canada  to- 
day of  such  an  organization,"  the  ad- 
dress  stated,    "especially  In  the  mat-  I 


ter  of  reconciling  the  diversity  of 
opinions  as  to  the  best  manner  of  se- 
curing old  age  pensions  for  the  blind. 
There  is  no  question  to  my  mind  as 
regards  the  justice  of  our  claim  to  a 
peixslon  when  it  i.s  considered  the 
many  advantages  provided  by  the 
State  which  those  blessed  with  eye- 
.sight  enjoy.  The  pension  for  the  blind 
j  will  li^lp  to  remove  the  sting  of  blind- 
ness especially  among  the  aged  and 
unemployable  blind. 

Acting  Mayor  Morgan  in  welcoming 
the  delegates,  spoke  of  the  great  bene- 
I  fit  to  be  derived  from  the  friendly 
I  contact  of  representatives  from  all 
over  the  Dominion  and  expressed  his 
best  wishes  for  the  success  of  their 
efforts.  Col.  Starke  also  welcomed 
them  and  lauded  the  spirit  which  he 
felt  motivated  their  work — a  real  la- 
bor of  love  and  an  inspiration  to 
others.  Votes  of  thanks  were  tendered 
to  the  speakers  by  W.  Johnston,  of 
Winnipeg  and  O.  I^ooke,  of  British 
Columbia,  who  deemed  it  a  privilege 
to  have  t>een  able  to  assemble  in  Mont- 
real In  such  a  splendid  building  de- 
voted to  the  blind. 


Wiien   tfi^e~<idre88   by   the    H**sl- 

dent    of    the     Montreal    association, 

I  Philip  E.  Layton,  had  been  read 
by  Mrs.  '  Layton,  secretary  of  the 
organization,  the  occasion  changed 
into  one  of  long  discussions  as  to 
the  ages  at  which  blind  persons 
would  become  eligible  to  assistance 
from  the  state  and  as  to  the  best 
means  of  having  the  Government 
made  acquainted  with  this  new 
movement  on  behalf  of  the  blind 
of    Canada.  i 

Delegates  from  the  Nazareth  ' 
School  for  the  Blind.  Ihe  first  in- 
stitution for  the  sightless  founded 
in  Ihe  Dominion:  from  the  I^ux  in 
Tcnebris  Club  of  IManUoba,  found- 
ed largely  in  the  cause  of  pensions, 
and  from  many  cities  across  the 
continent,  presented  various  views. 
■\Vhcn  the  afternoon  session  had 
been  concluded,  no  consensus  of 
opinion  had  been  reached,  and, 
consequently,  definite  results  in  the 
form  of  resolutions  were  left  to  the 
evening  meeting. 

I  A  note  of  discouraKement,  how- 
ever, marked  the  bepinnirinr  of  the 
address  by  P.  E.  Layton.  "When  in- 
terviewing members  of  Parliament 
in  Otta\\a,  recently,"  he  began,  "I 
was  informed  that  a  pension  bill 
for  the  blind  could  not  he  in'-luded 
in    the    Old    Age    Pensions    Bill,    for 

1  the  reason  that  blindness  is  a  dis- 
ability, and  that  a  separate  bill 
would  have  to  be  introduced  at  the 
next  session.  The  Senate  has 
thrown  out  the  Old  Age  Pensions 
Bill.  That  makes  our  work  more 
diilicuU.      But   we'll   work! 

"Hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars 
are  spent  annuallv  on  making  good 
roads,  but  the  blind  derive  very 
little  benefit  from  the  vast  expendi- 
ture, as  poverty  follows  In  the  trail 
of  blindness.  The  pension  for  the 
blind  will  help  remove  the  stinsr  of 
blindness,  especially  among  the  aged 
and    unemployable. 

"The  Canadian  Parliament  has 
been    most    generous    to    the    br.'we 

men  who  lost  their  sight  on  the 
battlefield.  We  ask  the  same  con- 
.-■ideration  for  the  civilian  blind, 
those  who  have  lost  their  sight  in 
industrial  pursuits.  Parliament  will" 
make  legislation  only  according  to 
the  wishes  of  the  community,  and 
these  wishes  can  be  best  expressed 
through  a  national  organization.  If 
it   is   necessary   for   the    deaf   people 

ito  form  themselves  into  a  unioTi.  it 
is  .t  thousand  times  more  essential 
for   the   blind. 

ORGANIZATION    URGED. 

••{'here  are  many  things  which 
an  organization  of  the,  blind  could 
do.  To  help  young  men  and  wo- 
men, when  leaving  school,  to  get 
(imployment,  is  one.  To  work  for 
stare  aid  for  the  blind,  to  prevent 
blindness,  and  to  have  compulsory 
education  introduced,  are  others. 
Py  rendering  financial  help  to  the 
blind  in  cases  of  sickness  and  un- 
employment, by  granting  loans  to 
help  them  start  in  business,  are  also 
ways." 

.Mr..  Layton  named,  among  fea- 
Itures  of  a  national  programme  for 
the  sightless,  the  protection  of 
these  unfortunate  persons  from  na- 
po.jition.  To  secure  for  the  blind 
frot  transportation  on  street  cai-s 
ana  railways  and  free  tickets  to 
concerts  and  other  entertainment.^ 
\vcul(J  also  be  worthy  of  much 
effort. 


v^ 


'Gordon  Kooke,  of  A'anw 
pr'tninoil  figure  in  the  Wcstorn  As- 
sociation for  the  Blind:  Mrs.  ('.  K. 
Eaait,  of  Winnipeg,  who  is  a  dc- 
leerato  from  the  Lux  in  Tenebris 
Club,  and  others  were  strongly  in 
l.ivor  of  "a  march  to  Ottawa"  and 
an  interview  with  Premier  Mac- 
kenzie King.  "Like  the  automo- 
bile men,  en  masse."  came  a  vigor- 
out  suggestion  from  the  back  row. 
"Silence."  enjoined  A.  B.  Howe,  of 
the   VV'innipeg   Blind   Orchestra.   "We 

.must    go     into     thi.s    matter    calmly 

land  wisely."  "We  have  Senator 
t.'asgrain  and  Senator  Webster  on 
our  side."  interjected  Mr.  Layton, 
A'.ho  held  up  correspondence.  Th<! 
result   of  a   discussion    iii    which    tho 

•Sister  Superior  of  the  .N'azarethj 
Sciiool  of  Montreal,  T.  X.  Thomson. 
of    \\innipeg.     and    .) .     Kenault,    of 

'.Moiilmagny,  took  part.  \yas  the  for-' 
niatioii   of  a  committee  on    petitions 

\iir\.i     resolution.^,     wliich     went     into 

,)Sfs.'sion    at      the      close    of    the    open 

imeeting. 

J  Rex  Battle  and  his  orchestra  from 
the  Mount  Royal  Hotel  gave  a 
splendid  concert  which  made  trie 
aiiernoon  unii.sually  attractive  for 
tho   delegates. 

PENSIONS  FOR  BLIND 

Resolution  Passed  by  Conven- 
tion Now  in  Session 

After  further  consideration  nl'  pen- 
sions for  the  blind,  at  the  se  ssiion 
of  the  Dominion-wide  convention  of 
the  sightless  last  evening  in  the  In- 
dus-trial School  of  tho  Montreal  As- 
sociation of  the  Blind,  the  following 
resolution  was  unanimously  passed:' 
"That  this  conference  of  the  blind, 
representing  blind  persons  from  coast 
to  coa.st,  favor  a  Donjinion  -'3overn- 
ment  pen.sion  to  the  blind  of  $10  a 
month,  minimum  age  to  be  10  years, 
with  a  proviso  for  special  state  aid 
for  duly  accredited  adult,  unemjiloy- 
able  blind  persons."  Gordon  Rookc. 
of  Vancouver,  moved  the  resolution 
which  Mrs.  C.  S.  Kzart.  of  Winnipeg, 
seconded. 

Announcement  was  made  Ijy  Gil- 
bert Layton  to  the  effect  that  the 
Canadian  National  Railways  Broad- 
casting Station  had  conve>ed  greet- 
ings from  the  blind  delegates  to  the 
conference  of  other  blind  persons 
throughout  Canada.  The  Caniicifin 
National  Railways  had  also  detlit-at- 
cd  a  musical  number  in  tho-  pro- 
gramme of  last  niglit  to  the  con- 
ference. 


McvTrca/,  Que.. 

G<3ierrc 

June     ff, 
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A  ■■  ■  '■avsi  m'S!Vji''rm\ 

FORM  FEDERATION 
OF  CANADIAN  BLIND 


Dominion-Wide    Organization 
Definitely  Launched  at  Con- 
vention of  Sightless 


IS    BI-LINGUAL    BODY 


Need    of    Blind     Experts     on 

Management     Boards     of 

Institutions  Urged  by 

P,  E.  Layton 


Konnatioii  of  the  Canadian  I'odera- 
tion  of  the  Blind  and  the  unanimous 
approval  of  the  regular  publication, 
in  French  and  English,  of  a  magazine 
to  be  devoted  solely  to  the  interests 
of  the  sightless,  featured  the  business 
session  of  the  first  conference  of  the 
blind  people  of  the  Dominion  yester- 
day in  the  Industrial-  School  of  the 
Montreal  Association  for  the  Blind. 

As  a  delegate  from  the  Nazareth 
Institute  for  the  Blind,  Montreal,  L. 
P.  Lainesse  was  an  outstanding  par- 
ticipant in  the  discussion.  While  the 
greater  number  of  those  present  were 
English-speaking,  it  was  he,  as  a 
French -Canadian,  who  was  laa-gely 
Instrumental  in  having  the  spirit  of 
the  Bonne  Entente  brought  to  the 
fore  during  a  time  when  views  from 
representatives  of  all  parts  of  Can- 
ada weie  sought  by  the  chairman,  P. 
E.  Layton,  president  of  the  Montreal 
Association   for   the   Blind.  1 

Many  French-speaking  persons, 
said  Mr.  Lainesse,  are  not  "familiar 
with  the  Braille  system,  nor,  had  they 
been  at  the  conference  of  this  week, 
would  they  have  understood  proceed- 
ings designed  as  much  for  theia-  bene- 
fit, as  for  the  welfare  of  the  English- 
speaking  blind.  Mr.  Lainesse  sug- 
gested that  the  association  be  named 
In  the  French  and  English  languages, 
as  such  procedure  would  be  an  in  - 
centive  to  those  French  who  at  the 
present  time  might  thinly  themselves 
"outsiders." 

The  resolution  relative  to  the  form-^ 
ation  of  the  federation  is  as  follows: 

"That  this  confea-ence  of  the  blind 
from"  all  over  the  Dominion,  having 
approved  the  principle  -of  establishing 
a  Canadian  Federation  of  the  Blind, 
be  it  resolved  that  tlie  blind  here 
present  constitute  and  fonn  them- 
selves into  an  organization  to  be 
known  as  'The  Canadian  Federation 
of  the  Blind.'  F'urther,  that  we  pro- 
ceed to  the  election  of  such  officers 
and  directors  as  may  be  deemed  ne- 
cessary for  the  present  management 
pt  the  said  organization,  and,  further- 


more, that  the  French  translation  of 
the  name  of  the  association  be  added, 
and  that  both  languages  be  adopted 
as  the  official  languages." 

Reasons  why  the  federation  was 
desirable  were  named  by  Mr.  Layton, 
who  urged  that  "united  we  stand, 
divided  we  fall,"  and  that  "this  is  an 
age  of  experts.  Among  such  experts 
are  the  blind  when  it  comes  to  mat- 
ters relative  to  the  welfare  of  the 
blind.  The  blind  should  sit  on  boards 
of  management  of  associations  of  tho 
blind.  For  they,  and  not  the  sighted, 
know  the  hardships  of  the  blind, 
especially  of  the  newb  blind.  -  T^ey 
as  experts  should  tell  the  sighted 
members  of  such  boards  the  condi- 
tions of  the  blind  and  have  the  boai'ds 
act  accordingly."  Mr.  Ijayton  referred 
to  institutions  for  the  blind,  in  which 
all  windows  were  in  the  ceilings.  "I 
suppose  that  was  so  the  pooa*  blind 
couldn't  fall  out,"  he  added.  "Blind 
who  fall  so  easily  from  windows 
should  be  sent  to  asylums  for  the 
feeble-minded,  not  to  institutions  for 
the  blind.  The  blind  think;  they 
see  with  their  mind's  e.ve.' 

MAP    AS    MOTTO. 

A  suggestion  by  Gordon  Rooke,  of 
"Vancouver,  as  to  a  suitable  motto  for 
the  now  federation  prompted  pro- 
longed applause.  "Let  us  make  the 
motto  a  map,"  he  said.  ",A  map  of 
Canada,  with  these  words  in  relief, 
below  a  pair  of  clasped  hands:  'The 
Ifands-Across-Canada  Federation  of 
the  Blind.'  " 

In  the  afternoon,  the  a-ound  and 
square  cubes  of  wood  the  delegates 
had  used  as  ballots  were  put  away; 
the  sound  of  machinery  in  the  broom 
factory  beneath  the  conference  hall 
subsided,  serious  discussions  blended 
into  laughter,  and  blind  persons  pre- 
pared for  an  outing  by  land  and 
water.  Buses  provided  by  the  Mont- 
real Tramways  Company  arrived. 
The  delegates  happily  picked  up  their 
canes,  and,  though  rain  was  patter- 
ing down  in  torrents,  wore  smiles  of 
expectation.  The  buses  drove  the 
gathering  to  the  Lachlne  pier,  where 
tlie  SS.  Empress  was  making  ready 
for  a  tour  of  the  Lachlne  Rapids. 
What  thrills  there  would  be  for  those 
from  the  prairies,  who  had  neve*- 
experienced  a  shooting  of  the  rapids, 
and  what  a  pastime  it  would  be  for 
all.  Nobody  was  disappointed.  Cpon 
leturn  to  the  pier.  buses  lent 
through  the  courtesy  of  the  Canadian 
Transfer  Company  conveyed  the 
party  to  tho  AVindsor  Hotel  for  din- 
ner. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Layton  were  hosts 
on  this  occasion.  The  remainder  of 
the  evening  was  enjoyed  at  Dominion 
Park.  ■• 
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BLIND  DEPUTATION 
MAKES  APPEAL  FOR 
DOMINION  PENSION 


One    Hundred    Members    of 
Federation  Present  Peti- 
tion at  Ottawa 


PREMIER  IS  SYMPATHETIC 


Says    Old    Age    Pensions    Bill 

Will     Be     Re -introduced 

and  That  Blind  Will 

Be  Remembered 


(By  Canadian  Press) 
Ottawa,  June  21.— Premier.  Mac- 
kenzie Kins  told  a  delegation-  re- 
presenting the  Canadian  Federation 
for  the  Blind,  today  that  Ihe  old  age 
ipenslon  bill,  killed  in  the  Senate, 
^•ould  be  reintroduced  next  session. 
tHe  stated  that  the  Government  hop- 
ped, to  hold  a  conference  with  the 
^jrovinces  in  the  interval,  and  that  af- 
iter  such  a  conference  it  would  be 
In  a  stronger  position  when  pre- 
senting its  bill  to  the  House.  He 
promised  the  delegation  that  he 
,would  see  that  the  claims  ot  blind 
•persons  were  considered  when  that 
conference  took  place,  and  would 
regard  it  as  a  privilege  to  sponsoi* 
legislation  for  the  benefit  of  the 
•lalind. 

The  delegation  came  to  Ottawa  af- 
ter attending  a  meeting  of  the  fed- 
leratlon  in  IVlontreal.  Briefly,  it  asked 
'that  special  legislation  be  introduc- 
ed into  the  House  of  Commons  to 
give  blind  persons  over  40  years  ot 
age.  and  living  in  poverty,  a  pen- 
jsion  of  $40  a  month,  and  blind  per- 
ifions  under  that  age,  who  are  in- 
capacitated by  blindnjBss,  the  same 
fjnmount. 

I';     T.    Iv.    Church,    Conservative,    To- 
l|ront^  W.,   introduced  the   delegation, 
[land   P.  "K.    T^ayton,    president    of    the 
JMontreal     Association  for  the  Blind, 
P^vas  one  of  the  speakers. 
t      In  the  deputation  were  100  or  more 
I  members  of  the  newly-formed  Cana- 
dian   Federation    of    the    Blind,    whoj 
linked    arms,    two    by    two.    on    the  | 
grounds  of  the  Montreal  Association  | 
Ifor   the   Blind   this   morning   at    nine  j 
So'clock    before    leaving    for    Ottawa.] 
The  Hnion  .fack,  held  on  high,  mark- j 
ff^d   the   front    of   their    neatly-formed; 
'procession.    Straight   as    soldiers,    the 
tlinseeing  men  and  women  stepped  oft 
no   the   opening  words   of   "There's   a 
Long,    bong    Trail    a-Winding." 


Only  a  few  !!ii;htp'i  guides  accom- 
panied the  blind,  and  no  official 
sohgleader  led  the  singing.  Yet.  with 
measured  tread  and  imiformity  of 
position  in  the  ranks,  the  procession 
reached  the  Montreal  West  (C.P.R.> 
.Station  in  ten  minutes.  They  arrived 
'o  the  tune  of  "It's'  a  Long  Way  to  j 
Tipperary."  The  march  had  become 
increasingly  popular  as  the  songs ; 
urew  louder.  The  standard-bearers, 
who.  through  blindness,  had  had  to 
loarn  en  route  how  to  hold  their 
banners  most  effectively,  had.  as 
ijie.v  reached  the  station,  attained 
perfection  in  their  role.  The  words 
"t-'anadian  Federation  of  the  Blind." 
"Ln  Federation  Canadienne  des 
-Vvougles,"  "Ues  Aveugles  ont  Besoin 
des  Pensions."  and  "The  Blind  Need 
Pensions,"  were  traced  in  black  on 
long  strips  of  white  linen.  These 
strips,  bystanders  were  told,  had 
i>eeri  fashioned  by  the  mat?on  of  tho 
srhoot  on  the  previous  day.  and.  with 
her  own  stitches,  hart  been  sewn  to 
handles  n\ade  in  the  Industrial  Shop 
on  .'^herbrooke  street  west,  Montreal. 
As  they  were  escorted  into  a  special 
c.ir  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway, 
the  delegates  were  wished  ■■'':. ,^^ 
I..uck"   by  numerous  onlookers. 

ADDRESS    TO    l*ARLIAMKAl-. 

P.  IC.  I^ayton,;  president  of  thai 
Canadian  Federation  of  the  Blind,! 
carried  in  his  pocket  the  address] 
^^■hich  this  afternoon  was  presented  ] 
to  tho  House  ot  Commons.  The  ad-  ] 
dress    is- as    follows: 

"AVe  offer  to  you  our  sincere 
apologies,  kno^'ing  how  very  busy 
Parliament  is  at  the  present  time, 
hut  as  many  of  the  delegates  have 
come  from  long  distances,  suoh  as 
Vancouver,  Winnipeg  and  the  Lower 
Provinces,  they  fell  they  could  not 
return  home  without  making  an  ef- 
fort to  obtain  an  interview  with  the 
Prime  Minister,  therefore,  your 
gracious  act  in  allowing  us  to  ap- 
proach the  Government  will  be  great- 
ly appreciated  by  the  5,000  blind  per- 
.>5ons  whom  we  represent. 

"The  Canadian  Parliament  has 
tipea  most  generous  to  the  brave 
men  who  lost  their  sight  on  the 
battlefield.  _We  ask  the  same  con- 
sideration for  the  civilian  blind, 
those  who  have  lost  their  sight  in 
industrial  pursuits.  Through  their 
bit,  they  have  done  their  little  bit 
to  build  up,  Canada.  They  are, 
ilierefoi>e,  just  as  entitled  to  a  pen- 
.■■ion   as  soldiers. 

"When  a  man  is  stricken  with 
iilindness  at  the  age^  of  40,  and  real- 
i/-,es  that  he  will  never  again  look  on 
the  faces  of  those  he  loves,  or  see 
the  heavens,  flowers  and  thisgs  that 
are  beautiful,  this  is  a  bad  enough 
blow,  but  when  you  couple  with  it 
poverty,  and  the  thought. that  for 
the  rest  of  hi^  life  he  will  have  to 
depend  upon  public  or  private  char- 
ity, then  it  is  ^a  knockout  blow. 
Man,y  stagger  and  gradually  pino 
away  and  <lie.  become  insane,  or 
commit    suicide. 

"If  the  Dominion  Government  will 
"grant  our  petition,  then  they  will  re- 
move the  sting  of  blindness,  espe- 
cially among  the  aged  and  unem- 
ployable blind.  The  Government  need 
not  have  any  fear  of  imposition,  as 
the  application  for  pensions  would  be 
endorsed  by  three  institutions,  such  as 
the  Nazareth  Institution  for  the 
Blind  and  the  Montreal  Association 
for  the  Blind,,  and  the  Canadian 
r-"ederation    of   the   Blind.    The    Mont- 


'  pal  ,,  i  ant     free 

passe.s  lor  wk-  hiiiui.  but  the  com- 
pany require  the  cndorsation  of  the 
institutions  as  to  the  genuineness  of 
ihe  applicant, 

"We  desire  that  the  income  allow- 
.-tnce  from  any  sources  shall  be  at 
\oi<Rt.  .$10  per  week.  We  further  ask 
that  this  grant  be  a  Dominion  grant 
and  not  an  arrangement  of  50-50 
with    the    several    provinces.",  - 


DELEGATES  BACK 
FROMMONTREAL 

Interesting  Report  of  Blind 
Convention  Given 


Enthusiastic  applaiis(=(  gre^^e^  the^ 
report  of  the  delegates  tj)  the  recent^ 
convention  of  the  blind  in  Mon-'^ 
treal,  when  read  at  the  monthljrj 
meeting  of  the  Western  Association' 
for  the  Blind  at  (he  Pandora  Park 
Institute  Thursday  evening.  Morri:, 
Buck,  who  with  Fred  Carlson  and 
Gordon  Rooke,  attended  the  confer- 
ence, spoke  in  glowing  terms  of  the 
treatment  accorded  the  delegation 
by  Rt.  Hon.  Mackenzie  King,  when 
he  granted  them  an  interview  re- 
garding the  proposal  of  a  pension. 

According  to  the  report,  many 
important  matters  of  vital  interest 
to  the  blind  of  Canada  were  dealt 
with,  and  some  of  them  will  im- 
doubtedly  prove  a  benefit  in  the 
near  future,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
delegates.  j 


M^rrioT)  o.C-^  A/eM/5 
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CANADA'S  BLIJIiD  ARE 

PROFITABLY     EMPLOYED 


Good  Work  Being  Done  By   Canad- 
dian    National    Institiy^ 


Learning  the  constrfl^etion'  of  many 
household  articles,  Canada's  blind  are 
now  entering  i»rofltable  employment 
in  their  own  homes  and  in  the  fact- 
ories of  the  Canadian  National  Insti- 
tute for-JJifii^Blind,  .says  Captian  E.  A. 
Baker,  M.C..,"T5ominion  secretary  of 
the  institute. 

Broom,  basket  and  apron  making 
is  being  done  by  the  thousands  of 
blind  workers  under  the  wing  of  the 
institute,  and  the  products  are  being 
disposed  of  for  their  quality  and 
price,  said  the  captain,  who  is  him- 
self blind. 

Telling  of  the  management  of  the 
institute,  Captain  Baker  said  that 
Canada  was  divided  into  districts 
each  with  its  own  board  of  manage- 
ment. .  Prominent  men  in  public 
and  private  life  are  to  be  found  on 
[these  boards,  said   tae  captain. 


Mor,rr^al,Qu.t 
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PENSIONS  FOR  THE  BUND. 

THE  pathetic  procession  of  the  blind  who 
journeyed  to  Ottawa  and  waited  upon  the 
J 'rime  Minister  with  the  request  that  the  nation 
rescue  from  the  further  affliction  of  dire  pov- 
erty those  who  suffer  from  this  vei-y  grave  in- 
capacity to  join  In  the  open  race  for  a  liveli- 
hood, will  surely  appeal  with  tremendous  force 
to  every  man  and  woman  in  the  Dominion  who 
has  imagination  enough  to  realize  what  it  must 
be  to  live  in  darkness  and  at  the  same  time  to 
want  for  the  necessities  of  life. 

It  is  hard  to  feel  sorry  for  the  blind,  for 
ihey  are  so  little  sorry  for  themselves.  Of  all 
the  various  groups  of  the  afflicted,  the  blind 
are  easily  the  most  cheerful.  They  face  their 
utter  isolation  from  that  share  of  happiness 
that  vision  brings  with  a  high  courage  and  a] 
patient  stoicism  that  wins  the  willing  admira- 
tion of  all  who  watch. 

But  the  truth  is  that  this  undimmed  cheeri- 
ness  springs  from  the  completeness  of  the  dis- 
aster. Where  the  worst  has  already  happened, 
the  victim  ceases  to  struggle.  He  accepts  the 
unescap»ble,  and  final  acceptance  always  re- 
lieves the  mind  from  the  most  Intolerable  press- 
ure of  any  great  evil.  So  we  must  not  judge 
the  mental  condition  of  the  brave  kingdom  of 
the  blind  by  their  unfailing  smiles.  They  have 
lost  half  of  life,  and  the  least  we  can  do  Is 
save  them  from  that  final  affliction  of  help- 
lessness, poverty. 

This   should   be   done   as   a  national   policy 
by  the  Federal  Government.     No  blind  man  or 
woman  in  Canada  should  go  hungry  or  be  too 
cruelly    dependent    upon    grudging    Individual 
charity.      Such    a    step    will    not   restore    their  ^ 
sight.      It  will  not  return  to -tllem  the  glitter 
of  the  sun  on   the   fresh  greens  of  June,   the 
l)rightness  of  the  summer  flowers,   the   broad  | 
landscapes  that  our  mountain  views  unfold.  It 
will  not  enable  them  to  linger  in   sweet  love 
upon    the   faces  of    their  dear    ones.      It    will  ] 
iot  raise  them  to  anything  like  equality  of  en- 
joyment with  their  luckier  fellows. 


But  It  will  shield  them  from  the  m^irsoul- 
hhaking  fear,   the   mdst  humiliating   necessity, 
(hat  blindness  can  bring.     They  will  know  that 
under  no  circumstances   can   It  kill   their  fine] 
independence. 

Tora-n  Taj  Or,  T^    Al  9J  I  J'^<^     g  ^  A'/>e_ 
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THE  JilMP   ^^"  THE  DEAF-MUTES. 

The  latest  volume  of  the  1921  Census  dealing 
with  characteristics  of  population  reported  4,396 
blind   persons,  5,334  deaf-mutes,  and   in  addition 
42  persons  who  were  blind-deaf-mutes,  a  total  of 
9,772  for  the  three  classes  in  Canada.     It  is  prob- 
able that  the  number  Is  slightly  understated  ow 
ing  to  reluctance  of  parents,  or  of  relatives  to  de 
Clare    the    facts    voluntarily.      For    Canada    as    i 
whole  the  blind  averaged  seven   in  every  10,00( 
of  the  population  in  1891,  as  compared  to  six  Ir 
1901;    four  and  a  half  in   1911,  and  five  in  1921 
The  deaf  mutes,  who  averaged   10  per   10,000  li 
1891,   advanced    to   11.5   per    10,000    in    1901,    bu 
dropped  back  to  about  6.4  In  1911,  and  to  6.1  ii 
1921.     The  very  large  increase  in  the  proportlo) 
of  blind  in  Nova  Scotia  was  to  some  extent  du 
to   the   explosion   on   the   steamship   Mont   Blam 
December   6,   1917,  when   41   persons    were   pern 
anently  blinded.     The  (Jreat  War  also  provided  . 
considprable   portion  of  the   increases  shown   £o 
^e  blind  in  1921  -over  1911  in  all  the  provinces 
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IRKOFTHEBllL 
,  .COVEllOE  FIELD 

^^les  of  Various  Branches 

Last  Year  Reaches  Total 

of  $50,396. 


A  YEAR   OF  PROGRESS 


Women's  /Auxiliary    Pre- 
sents Gratifying  Reports 
at  Annual  Meeting.       l 

---t— I 

From  Newfoundland  to  the  Pacific  j 
Coast,  happiness  and  usefulness  are 
being  Introduced  fhto  the  lives  of  the 
hlfnd   throughout  Canada,  ^aid   Mrs. 
(.raeme  Adams,      president     of     the 
Women's  Auxiliary  to  the  Canadian 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  To- 
ronto Branch,  in  her  presidential  ad- 
dress   at    the    annual    meeting    held 
yesterday  afternoon  at  Jenkins'  Art 
Galleries    with    a    large    attendance. 
The    library    with    its    extensive    clr- 
iciilation,    tlie    social    activities,      the 
musical  training,  the  industrial  vi'ork 
jcarried  on  in  the  homes  and  factor- 
[ies,  and  the  successful  marketing  of 
'  e  products  of  the  blind  were  among 
lie  phases  of  the  work  discussed. 

Outstanding  developments  were  in- 
cluded in  the  fact  that  over  75 
per  cent,  of  the  general  factory  pi- 
sno-tuning  in  Toronto  is  done  by 
blind  tuners,  and  that  more  than  30 
newsstands  are  opera,ted  by  blind 
vendors.  An  important  improvement 
had  been  effected  in  the  new  addi- 
tion to  "Clarkewood,"  the  residence 
for  blind  women,  to  which  Mrs. 
W.  H.  Gooderham  had  contributed 
$25,000  last  June,  while  another  do- 
nation of  $5,000  had  also  been  made 
by  a  member  of  the  Auxiliary  to- 
ward  the   furnishings. 

During  the  year,  the  -St.  Dunstan's 
Chapter,  I.O.D.E.,  of  which  Mrs. 
Wallace  Barrett  is  regent,  estabhsh- 
ed  a  scholarship  fund  in  her  honor 
to  provide  tor  the  musical  educa- 
tion of  a  tale-.->ted  blind  person  and 
Miss  Kathryn  Sells,  of  London,  Ont., 
who  was  awarded  the  scholarship, 
was  present  and  played  two  piano 
numbers. 

After  the  report  on  the  amend- 
ments to  the  by-laws  by  Miss  Kath- 
leen   O'Brien,    which    was    seconded 


foy  Lady  White,  the  f'inpinclal  re- 
port was  given  by  Mrs.  W.  H 
Gooderham,  showing  receipts  of 
$41,498,  and  disbursements  of  $40.- 
3.35.  The  adoption  was  moved  by 
Mrs.  James  Ince  and  seconded  by 
Mrs.  Monk. 

The  conveners  of  the  different 
bommittees  presented  gratifying  re- 
borts  of  the  year's  work.  Mrs.  W. 
B.  MacLean,  convener  of  the  House 
Committee  of  "Clarkewood,"  told 
pf  the  expansion  of  the  work  and 
a,n  account  of  the  many  entertain- 
ments provided  by  different  organi- 
sations was  contained  in  the  report 
3f  Miss  Esther  Cassels,  convener  of 
the  entertainment  coniniittee.  Th« 
report  on  the  Blind  Craft  Shop  b> 
Misa  Jean  Wood  was  rfead  by  Mrs 
Greening,  showing  for  the  first  tim< 
since  the  venture  was  commenced 
a  substantial  balance,  the  net  gair 
last  year  being  $1,67.  Tliis  was 
due  to  a  great  increase  in  the  sales 
Tribute  was  paid  to  the  members 
of  the  Junior  League  who  had  assist- 
ed in  the  delivery  of  the  goods  by 
giving   their   cars. 

■.  Many  Activities. 
Lady  Baillies  reoort  on  the  Men's 
Residence  was  read  by  Mrs.  Allen  Case, 
showing  tlie  activities  carried  on  for  the 
eleven  men  in  residence.  Mrs.  W.  R. 
RkklelL Jjt  her  report  as  convener  of 
i4*«*^^arson  Hall  committee,  told  of 
the  annual  re-unlon  at  which  79  men 
were  present  and  of  the  many  other 
happy  events  of  the  year.  One  of  the 
important  phases  of  the  activities  was 
outlined  in  tlie  report  on  tlie  relief  work 
by  Mrs.  J.  C.  Breckenridge.  Tlie  sum 
of  $11,787  was  received  during  the  year 
and  an  expenditure  was  made  of  $12,0.^9. 
She  epoke  particularly  of  tlie  co-opera- 
tion witli  different  organizations. 

Mrs.  John  Bruce,  convener  of  the 
Exhibition  Kales  Committee,  stated  that 
while  the  receipts  were  $1,287,  the  most 
important  feature  of  the  exhibit  was 
the  interest  promoted  in  the  work  for 
the  blind.  Miss  Ada  McLaughlin  out- 
lined the  Christmas  cheer  report  show- 
ing 112  hampers  provided,  129  individ- 
ual gifts  made  and  a  large  number  of 
Christmas  cards  distributed  among  the 
blind. 

The  splendid  sum  of  $51  588  was  rea- 
lized on  the  Tag  Day  for'  the  blind,  -it 
ivas  stated.  The  adoption  of  the  var- 
ious conveners'  reports  was  seconded 
by  Mrs.   Frank  Hodgins. 

One  of  the  outstanding  reports  was 
tliat  of  the  Home  Workers  and  Indus- 
trial Committee  given  bj-  Miss  Kathleen 
O'Brien,  showing  the  remarkable  fin- 
ancial progress  being  effected  in  this 
Dominion-wide  work.  The  sales  had 
shown  an  increase  of  $8,000  over  any 
previous  year.  The  total  sales  of  $50,396 
denoted  the  increase  in  business  during 
the  year.  There  were  3,000  baskets 
made  by  the  blind,  purchased  per 
month,  while  the  apron  and  dress  fac- 
tories were  showing  a  gratifying  out- 
put. There  were  43,032  aprons  a  year 
turned  out  by  the  eighteen  liome- 
workers.  The  work  of  the  wlllowshop 
was  also  referred  to.  The  blind,  it 
was  stated,  are  expert  in  chair-caning 
and  orders  are  attended  to  promptly  by 
them. 

An  interesting  fact  was  the  ad- 
mittance of  an  aged  blind  man  and  his 
wife  as  residents  at  "Strachan  Houses" 
where  aged  couples  are  permitted  to 
live  out  their  days  together.  Mention 
was  also  made  of  the  Occupational 
Therapy  Class  for  blind  men  and  wo- 
men,   where    they    are    receiving    voca- 


[tlonal  instruction  until  sufficiently  ex- 
pert to  do  the  work  alone.  There  ara 
[22  blind  women  employed  as  home 
teachers  to  teach  the  blind  in  their 
own  homes.  It  was  also  pointed  out 
that  20  blind  worl^ers  have  steady  em- 
ployment   in    the   broom    factory. 

Mrs.  Graeme  Adam,  in  speaking  of 
(he  alms  of  the  Woman's  Auxiliary,  told 
of  the  efforts  being  made  to  prevent 
blindness.  She  spoke  of  the  medical 
attention  for  infants,  of  the  slght- 
eaving  classes  for  children  and  of  the 
effort  to  promote  care  of  the  eyes  in 
case   of  defect  or   Injury. 
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SUBSIDY  FOR 
BUND  OPPOSED 

House  Passed  Vote  to^Aid 
Broom  Factory;  Competi- 
tors May  Be  Helped. 


COMPETITION  KEEN 


VICTORIA,  March  2.— The  House 
again  voted  a  subsidy  Of  $17,500  to 
the  broom  factory  operated  In  Vancou- 
ver by  the  Canadian  Institute  for  the 
Blind  despite  protests  that  the  factory 
was  acting  to  the  detriment  of  its 
competitors,  the  Crown  Broom  Works 
and  the  Western  Broom  Worka  Lim- 
ited. 

Negotiations  have  been  in  progress 
for  an  adjustment  of  the  difficulty  but 
the  minister  of  finance,  though  ques- 
itioned  by  members,  would  not  indicate 
|wliat  stage  the  negotiations  had 
j  reached. 

Two  proposals  have  been  made;  that 
[the  government,  or  the  present  subsi- 
dized Industry,  should  take  over  the 
operations  of  broom-making  In  Van- 
couver, or  that  the  two  competitive 
organizations  should  take  over  the 
blind  employees  of  the  state-aided 
factory,  and  give  them  employment 
at  least  as  profitable  as  they  are  at 
1  present  receiving. 

The  matter  was  raised  by  Mr.  A. 
McC.  Creery,  Vancouver  member,  who 
I  said  that  the  two  commercial  firms 
mentioned  had  been  established  for  fif- 
teen years,  and  together  employed 
from  thirty-five  to  forty  hands.  The 
competition  of  the  factory  operated 
by  the  blind  was  so  Bevere  that  they 
.were  faced  with  serious  loss,  and 
might  Iiave  to  go  out  of  business.  The 
Blind  Institute  had  been  granted  a 
subsidy  last  year  equal  to  the  present 
vote.  Both  competing  firms  realized 
that  the  blind  operators  were  entitled 


y^ 


to  rpcelvft  sympathy,  owlns:  to  their 
unfortunate  affliction,  but  the  ques- 
tion arose  as  to  how  far,  <;ven  In  these 
circumstances,  a  etate-alded  concern 
should  be  permitted  to  operate  to  the 
detriment  of  bona  fide  traders. 

CUTTIirO   7SICSS. 

Quoting  representations  made  trf 
him,  Mr.  Creery  said  that  the  sales- 
men for  the  Blind  Institute  were  quot- 
ing prices  that  could  not  support  a 
business,  were  It  not  for  the  govern- 
nieiit  subsidy.  A  five-string  broom 
had  been  quoted  at  $3.50  a  dozen,  f.o.b. 
Edmonton,  Bales  tax  Included.  This 
meant  less  than  $3  a  dozen  In  the  fac- 
tory, where  the  trade  estimated  the 
cost  at  $5. SO  a  dozen,  showing  a  loss 
of  J3.50  a  dozen. 

The  minister  of  finance,  Dr.  Mac- 
Lean,  reviewed  the  history  of  the  gov- 
ernment subsidy.  At  present,  some  of 
the  blind  were  earning  from  $80  to  $90 
a  month,  he  said.  There  were  twenty- 
four  blind  employees  In  the  broom  fac- 
tory. I 

Mr.  Creery  Bald  It  would  be  far  bet- 
ter to  make  a  present  of  the  trade  to 
the  blind,  than  to  continue  the  existing  ; 
unsatisfactory  conditions.  | 

UAKB  GOOD  Bsooara.  I 

Mrs.      Smith,    Vancouver,      said    th« 
economic    condition    of    the   blind   had  I 
been    Increased    materially    by    the    ea- ' 
tabllshment  of  the  factijry.     They  were 
able   to   become   Independent,   and    pre-  i 
ferred    to    be    in    business    where    they 
could  earn   money.   They  were  putting  I 
brooms  on  the  market  equal  to  the  best ' 
available.     Xo  word  was  said  until  the 
blind  workers  became  trained  and  efH- ' 
clent. 

Dr.  MacLean  said  the  traders  had 
his  sympathy  also,  and  he  would  give 
the  matter  his  best  altentioD. 
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IS  FORMALLY 


Lieut. -Governor  Performs 

Ceremony    at    Building 

Erected  for  Blind. 


The  spirit  of  happiness  permeat-1 
ed  the  atmosphere  at  "Clarkewood" 
yesterday  afternoon,  when  the  beau- 
tiful new  annex  was  formally  de- 
clared open  by  His  Honor  the  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor of  Ontario,  Mr,  W. 
D.  Ross.  Congratulatory  speeches 
were  extended  to  the  Woman's  Aux- 
iliary to  the  Canadian  National  Jn-^ 
stitule  tor  the  Blind  on  the  "conipfe- 
tlon  of  thrc  new  building.  Mrs.  U. 
Howard  Ferguson,  wife  of  the  Pre- 
mier of  Ontario;  Rev.  Canon  Cody, 
Mr.    L.    M.    Wood,    president-  of    the 


Institute;  Mr.  A.  O.  Vlets,  first  vice- 
president,  and  Captain  Baker,  secre- 
tary, and  other  officials  were  pres- 
ent. Mrs.  Graeme  G.  .Vdam,  presi- 
dent of  the  Auxiliary,  who  officiat- 
ed, stated  that  the  new  addition  liadj 
been  made  possible  through  a  gen-' 
erous  donation  of  $25,000  from  Mrs. 
Robert  Gooderham.  Its  primary  pb-' 
ject  was  to  accommodate  the  older 
blind  women  in  residence  in 
"Clarkewood." 

Mrs.  Adam  gave  a  brief  history 
of  "Clarkewood",  which  had  been 
named  in  honor  of  Mrs.  Lionel 
Clarke,  formerly  president  of  the 
Auxiliary,  and  Mr.  L.  M.  Wood,  now 
president  of  the  In.stitute.  "Clarke- 
wood", before  being  taken  over  for 
its  present  purpose,  had  been  the 
residence  of  Mrs.  Robert  Gooder- 
ham and  the  new  wing  was  named 
in  her  honor  as  the  "Margaret  Lewis 
Gooderham  Annex."  One  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  had  given  $5,000 
towards  the  furnishings.  Mrs.  W.  B. 
McLean,  convener  of  the  "Clarke- 
wood" committee,  had  supervised 
the  new  project  with  Mrs.  Brecken- 
ridge  In  charge  of  the  furnishings. 
A  balance,  remained  on  hand  after 
the  completion  of  the  building, 
which  was  to  become  the  nucleus 
of  an  endowment  fund  to  Insure  the 
maintenance  of  the  work. 

His  Honor  the  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor, in  a  happy  speech  of  con- 
gratulation, expressed  sympathy 
with  the  splendid  work  being  car- 
ried on  by  the  National  Institute  for 
the  Blind.  In  Ontario  alone,  there 
were  2.000  blind  registered  with  the 
Institute,  he  pointed  out.  Improved 
facilities  for  employment  and  for 
the  care  of  the  blind  had  resulted 
from  the  Institute's  efforts.  He 
congratulated  the  Woman's  Auxil- 
iary and  Its  president  and  the  gen- 
erous donor  of  the  new  annex,  and 
expressed  the  hope  that  the  resi- 
dents would  be  very  happy. 

Dr.  Cody  spoke  of  the  interest 
taken  by  the  Woman's  Auxiliary  in 
promoting  the  welfare  of  the  blind. 
Through  SW  Arthur  Pearson  the 
work  for  the  blind  had  received  a 
great  impetus.  To  help  others;  to 
help  others  to  help  themselves;  and 
to  help  others  to  help  others;  char- 
acterized this  noble  work.  "Clarke- 
wood" with  Its  cheerful  atmosphere 
was  not  an  Institution,  but  a  home. 
There  was  no  greater  appeal  to  the 
heart,  the  head  or  the  pocket  than 
providing  for  the  blind.  Such  work 
was  described  in  the  Inscription  on 
the  tomb  of  Sir  Arthur  Pearson: — 
"I  was  eyes  to  the  blind."  The  gen- 
erosity of  Mrs.  Gooderham  In  giving 
the  much-needed  annex  was  a  chal- 
lenge to  others  to  whom  God  had 
given   great  means. 

First  To  Suffer. 
The  first  Canadian  soldier  to  suf- 
fer blindness  In  the  war,  Mr.  A.  G. 
Vlets,  first  vice-president  of  the  In- 
stitute, emphasized  the  development 
made  In  the  provision  of  employ- 
ment for  blind  women,  referring  to 
the  work  being  done  at  the  white- 
wear  shop  and  the  Blind  Craft  Shop, 
and  also  speaking  of  the  social  ser- 
vice activities.    It  was  a  great  asset 


to  the  blind  that  so  many  influen- 
tial citizens  were  so  deeply  interest- 
ed in  their  welfare  and  happiness. 
He  extended  best  wishes  for  the  suc- 
cess of  this  year's  Tag  Day.  Follow- 
ing the  benediction,  those  present 
were  Invited  to  make  a  survey  of 
the  new  building,  which  looked  at- 
tractive with  its  cheery  rooms  and 
bright  hangings.  An  Infirmary  has 
been  Installed,  meeting  a  very  neces- 
sary requirement  made  possible 
through  the  extension. 

Spring  flowers  decorated  the 
rooms,  and  in  the  large  dining-room 
tea  tables  were  arranged  with  beau- 
tiful Spring  flowers  and  tall  green 
candles.  Mrs.  W.  R.  Riddell  and 
Mrs.  W.  H.  Gooderham  poured  tea. 
Many  members  of  the  Woman's 
Auxiliary  were  present  and  others 
interested  in  the  work  for  the  bUad* 

TRADES  COUNCIL  READY 
TO  HELP  BLIND  WORKERS 
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James    Watt,    Secretary,    Says    Wron|r 
^  Impression  Abroad 

Watt,  secretary  of  the  local 
id  LAbor  Council,  last  night 
in  a  statement  issued  on  behalf  of 
the  council  declared  that  it  was  the 
desire  of  the  L,abor  movement  to  do 
all  In  Us  power  to  co-operate  with) 
the  Canadian  Institute  for  the  Blind 
in  Imprcvlrg'  eondltlooa  for  sightless 
workers.  It  was  unfortunate,  stated 
Mr.  Watt,  further,  that  an  impression 
had  arisen  that  the  Labor  council  waal 
not  supporting  the  institute.  The  an-' 
nouncement  that  there  would  be  noi 
contribution  to  the  May  Day  fund,] 
which  had  apparently  been  confused 
by  some  with  the  council's  attitude 
toward  the  Institute  for  the  Blind,  had 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  it. 

"We  believe  that  the  institute  haa 
its  problems  and  Is  hampered  In  Ita 
work,"  declared  Mr.  Watt,  "and  for 
that  reason  a  sub-committee  at  the 
council's  last  meeting  recommended 
that  the  provincial  secretary  study  the 
work  of  the  Institute  with  a  view  to 
assisting  It  and  helping  the  blind  men 
and  women  who  are  being  taken  care 
of  by  it. 

"I  might  say  that  we  had  a  splendid 
interview  with  Capt.  E.  A.  Baker," 
he  continued,  "who  has  charge  of  the 
shop  up  there.  He  left  a  very  favor- 
able impres.sion  with  us  when  the 
Interview  was  over.  We  think,  how- 
ever, that  the  government  might  aid 
the  Institution  by  devising  meani  C4 
securing  more  employment  for  th»e 
blind."  ,  ,M 
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CONDITIONS  OF  THE  BLIND^ 
j  DEPLORABLE,  SAYS  LAYTON 

j  President    of   federation     Says    B.    C. 
£»■  X~~    Shop  Formerly  a  Stable 

I     That       conditions. nf       the       blind 

fithroughout  Canada  are  far  from  sat- 
I  isfactory  is  the  belief  of  P.  E.  Lay- 
1  ton,  president  of  the  Canadian  Fed- 
eration of  the  Blind,  who  expressed 
such  opinions  yesterday  before  mem- 
bers of  the  Toronto  branch,  at  the 
Y.M.C.A. 

"I   heard  lately,"   the  speaker,   who 
I3    blind    himself,    said,    "that    over   a 
million    dollars    have     been     given    in 
this  country  to  the  work  of  the  blind. 
I  The  blind   people  are  asking,    'Is  that 
[iponey  being-  spent  wisely?'  "  In  sup- 
port of  his  statement,  Mr.  Layton  said 
that    the    government    of    British    Co- 
jlumbia  gave  $17,000  to  a  workshop  for 
the    blind.       In    this    workshop    there 
[were       only     eighteen     men     making 
brooms.     The  shop  itself  had  formerly 
been  a  stable,  and  of  all  the  wretched 
places    of    workshops,    said    Mr.    Lay- 
jton,     and    he   had   visited     them     all 
[over   the   world,     this   one     in     Van- 
l-couver   was    the    worst.       It     was     a 
frame   building  and     nothing     but     a 
fire-trap. 

The    blind    wanted    to    know    where 

the   $17,000   went.     Nothing  was   done 

j  in  Vancouver  for  blind  women.     The 

workshop    in   Winnipeg,    according    to 

i^Sj:^  Layton,   was  just  as   bad. -  ■—• 
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President    of    Blind    Asso- 
I      elation  Deplores  Lack 
I  of  Aid 


NO   SCHOOLS 


P.  E.  Layton  Shows  Western 
I      Provinces'  Need  for 
Organizations 

Poverty    and    idleness    exist    among 
|the  blind  throughout     the  Dominion, 


(which  is  causing  discontent  and  un- 
happincss  and  this  condition  can  only 
be  remedied  by  adeqviate  aid  from  the 
various  provinces,  P.  E.  Layton,  presi- 
dent of  the  Canadian  Federation  of  the 
Blind  and  president  of  the  Montreal 
Association  foi-  the  Blind,  said  today 
on  his  return  from  a  month's  tour  of 
the  western  provinces.  He  was  accom- 
panied by  hi.s  wife,-  nho  us  .secretary  of 
the  Canadian  l-'ederation  of  the  Blind- 
Both  Mr.  Ivayton  and  his  wife  .sjwke 
at  branches  of  the  Canadian  Federa- 
tion of  the  Blind  in  Toronto,  Hamilton, 
Winnipeg  and  X'ancouvcr. 

Conditions  among  the  blind  in  Mani- 
toba were  found  poor  by  Mr.  Layton. 
"In  the  finst  place,"  he  -said,  "tlwre 
is  no  .school  for  blind  children,  parents 
having  to  send  their  blind  children  all 
tbe  way  to  Brantford,  Ontario,  to  re- 
(ceivc  education,  a  distance  of  nearly 
Il.oCK)  miles.  Thi.s  results  in  the  little 
Jones  being  deprived  of  the  Chri.stnias 
land  Ea.stcr  holiday.s  and  consequently 
of  much  of  the  home  influence. 
L/UK   KUIIC.VTION 

"Many  parents,'.'  he  added,  "say 
that  they  cannot  stand  the  strain  of 
sending  their  children  so  far  away  to 
school,  therefore  their  children  are 
growing  up  in  ignorance  and  idleness 
and  are  becoming  a  liability  upon  the 
community." 

Mr.  Layton,  who  has  been  blind 
since  the  age  of  13,  was  given  every 
'opportunity  to  express  his  feelings 
!with  regard  to  those  similarly  afflict- 
ed during  his  tour  of  the  west.  He 
was  invited  to  speak  before  Rotary, 
Lions,  and  other  service  clute  and 
also  broadcast  an  appeal  ovar  the  ra- 
dio for  the  blind  of  Manitoba.  In 
every  instance  he  urged  that  the  pro- 
vincial authorities  undertake  the  work 
instead  of  relying  on  other  provinces. 
!  Winnipeg,  the  largest  city  of  Mani- 
Itoba,  might  he  expected  to  have  some 
proper  emploj-nient  and  shelter  for  its 
Jsightless  but  such  is  not  the  case,  Mr. 
Layton  observed.  He  found  w:orkshop 
iconditions  particularly  bad  with  no 
proper  boarding  home  for  male  and 
ifemale  adults. 

Vancouver  he  found  to  be  even 
worse  so  far  as  conditions  for '  the 
blind-  were  tonccrn.od.  There  wis  only 
one  workshop  giving  employment  to 
l.S  rrien.  He  diescribed  the  worltshop 
a.s  a  miserable  wooden  building  and 
predicted  that  a  tecrible  tragedy  would 
r.'isult  if-  a  fire  broke  out. 

"No  provision,"  he  said,  "has  been 
made  in  the  coast  city  for  the  training 
and  employment  of  blind  women.  Only 
three  per  cent  of  the  total  blind  in 
'British  Celumbia  are  employed  in 
j  workshops  for  the  Wind.  Ther.a  is 
nothing  to  help  them  but  an  annual 
[grant  of  $17, 500  authorized  by  the 
[Biitish  Columbia  Legislature  to  the 
I  Canadian  National  Institute  for  the 
Welfare   of  the  Blind-"       '- 

Mr.  I^jton  strongly  advocated  the 
appointment  of  a  local  board,  of  man- 
as.jment  in  each  province  to  take  over 
the  work  of  the  adult  blind.  This 
board,  in  his  opinion,  should  have  all 
responsibility  and  authority,  reporting 
only  to  the  provincial  legislature. 

"There  is  no  reason  why  the  com- 
monsonse  governmental  principles  of 
each  province  should  not  apply  to  iha 
welfare  of  theblind,"  he. said. 


NEGLECT  BLIND 

[  He  pointed  outj  that  the  blintl  were 
Iforced  to  organize  a  national  institu- 
tion to  take  care  of  themselves.  This 
!w£is  not  so  in  the  cas.'s  of  the  deaf  and 
idumb.  cripples  and  orphans.  "Why," 
{he  asked,  "shoiild  the  western  prov- 
inces shirk  the  responsibility  of  taking 
care  of  the, blind'?" 

Several  influential  newspapers  in 
the:. west  were  in  strong  sympath.v 
with' Mr.  Laytoii-'s  views  and  devoted 
considerable  editorial  space  to  the  need 
of  provincial  aid  for  the  blind.  Mr. 
I-iayton  foinicd  a  branth  of  the  feder- 
ation while  in  Vancouver.  He  bd- 
iieved  that  a  school  for  the  blind  would 
aocm  bo  established  in  Winnipeg',  as  a 
re.stiU  of  hi.s  interviews  there  with 
variou.<?  public  officials. 

-Another  conference  of  the  blind 
from  all  over  Canada  has  been  ar- 
ranged to  take  place  in  Montrcnil 
from  Juno  10  to  IN.'  This  will  be  held 
in  the  building.s  of  the  Institute  for  the 
Blind  on  Klicrbrocko  street  west.  The 
matter  of  pcnsion.=;  for  the  blind  will 
lagain  be  d:scup.sf;d  and  the  Federal 
Government  will  be  later  approache<i. 
"When  a  delegation  headed  by  Mr. 
J^ayton  appeared  before  a  parliamen- 
tary committee  one  year  ago,  consid- 
erable encouragement  to  The  request 
;W.is  given  by  the  Prime  Minister. 
Nothing  definite  was  gmnted.  how- 
ever, and  the  .Minist.ci-  of  Finance, 
Hon.  .T.  A.  rtobb,  advised  the  delega- 
tion to  send  in  a  petition  with  a  uni- 
form pension  scale  for  fu:-ther  con- 
.sideration. 

I'ROVL\(  l.VL  BUSINESS. 

I  Mr.  I/iyton  stated  that  he  w  ii.'- 
thankful  for  the  work  which  had  "beei) 
'started  by  the  Canadian  National  In- 
stituto  for  the  Blind  but  he  felt  that 
one  institution  could  not  handle  all 
the  work  for  the  whole  Dominion.  The 
work,  he  said,  should  bo  carried  on  a.*^ 
a  provincial  business  and  there  should 
be. no  excuse  for  any  of  the  provinces" 
failing  to  respond. 

There  are  five  institutions  at  pres- 
ent looking  after  blind  children  in 
Canada.  Children  number  less  than 
10  per  cent  of  the  blind  population 
while  the  remaining  00  per  cent  of 
blind  adults  are  left  to  the  control  of 
jorie  in.stitution  except  in  the  province 
[of  Quebec. 

Mr.  Layton  said  that  there  were  17." 
!in.stitutions  in  Greaf  Britain  and'ovcr 
100  in  the  United  States  working  sole- 
ly for  the  welfare  of  the  fund.  It  was 
limpo.ssiblc  for  the  few  institutions  in 
Canada  to  take  care  of  the  intei-ests 
land  welfare  of  over  G.tXlO  blind  people 
!srcattcre<l  over  the  Domi.nion.       .  : 


'/r 


^or-QvuiTo,    Qvot.,    /AaJi-L 


MaLu    Xu    i^^l 


COLLECT  OVER  $48,210 
^  J  AID  OF  MM 

Citizens  Respond   Gener- 
ously to  Appeal  of  Army 
of  Taggers. 


MANY    GIVE    CHEQUES 


Total  Will  be  Largely  Aug- 
mented When  Final  Re-  ; 
turns  Are  In. 


Beautiful  weather  made  the  ta^K 
a  pleasant  one  yesterday  for  the 
army  of  tag&era  who  succeeded  In 
coUectlngr  $48,270.38  for  the  annual 
Tag  Day  for  the  blind.  It  was  a 
cause  which  made  a  universal  appeal 
for  few  refused  to  purchase  the  tiny 
emblem  with  Its  symbolic  flgrure  and 
the  Inscription  "Lighten  Th^ir  Dark- 
ness.'' It  was  not  only  the  rich  who 
delved  Into  their  pockets,  the  re- 
spon.se  was  general. 

The  Woman's  Auxiliary  of  the 
Canadian  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind  with  Lady  BalUle  aa  president; 
Hra.  W.  A.  Parka  as  general  con- 
vener of  the  Tag  Day;  Mrs.  Allen 
Case,  assistant  convener",  and  Mrs. 
i.  C.  Breckenridge,  treasurer  were 
busy  from  early  dawn  until  late  In 
the  evening,  when  the  splendid  re- 
turns were  announced. 

Several  substantial  cheques  were 
received  and  others  are  to  come  In, 
which  It  is  expected  will  place  the 
total  over  last  year. 


~t 


_JiA^>vc^    15..    l'^2..1. 


V^c 


ements       Made       With 
orkmen's     Compensa- 
tion    by     C.N.I. 


In  order  that  blind  worker.s  may  be 
employed  in  stglmd  jndustrie.s,  the 
Canadian  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind  has  made  arrangements  with  the 


workmen's  compensation  board  to  re- 
lieve the  employer  and  the  board  of  the 
risk  entailed  by  having:  blind  v.orUers 
in  certain  industries.  This  announce- 
ment v.'as  made  to-day  at  tlie  annual 
meeting  of  the  Canadian  National  In- 
stitute for  the  Blind  by  Capt.  E.  A. 
Baker,  general  secretary.  Captain 
Baker  wefit  on  to  point  out  that  pr.e- 
viously  the  workmen's  compensation 
board  had  refused  to  take  the  risk  for 
a  blind  employe  in  what  was  consider- 
ea  a  "sighted  industry  and  this  threw 
the  entire  burden  of  risk  on  the  em- 
ployer. 

Aa  a  consequence,  few  sightless 
workers  could  gain  employment  in 
several  industries  where  they  could 
work  efficiently.  The  workmen's 
compensation  board  in  Ontario  and 
in  Manitoba  has  now  entered  into  an 
agreement  with  the  Canadian  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind  whereby  the 
institute  may  pay  the  premium  and 
thus  assume  the  risk  and  leave  the 
employer  free  to  talce  on  sightles.s 
workers.  If  the  e.-jperiment  is  a  suc- 
cess in  Ontario,  as  Captain  Bakei 
thinks  it  will  be.  since  many  sight- 
less workers  liave  proved  their  ef- 
ficiency in  several  branches  of  indus- 
try, the  institute  will  approach  other 
provincial  boards  on  the  some  mat-' 
ter. 

In  his  report.  Captain  Baker  stated 
that  4,712  blind  persons  are  now  re- 
gistered in  Canada  through  the  in- 
stitute. The  value  of  the  product.s 
turned  out  by  the  institute  in  its  first 
year  of  operation,  nine  years  ago,  was 
$9,000.00  and  this  year  the  value  was 
approximately,    $460,00000. 

Mr.  L.  M.  Wood,  president  of  the 
institute,  presided  at  the  meeting,  and 
in  reporting  on  the  council  showed  the 
progress  made  during  the  year  by  the 
institute. 
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CftUr  WILLINIiUUN 


Made  Thorough  Inspection  of 

Workshop  and  Rest- 

Rooins 


KNIT    GOODS    PLEASE 


Beautiful     U^S-l 
ArticRs  Exc 


Made    Woolen 

trticKs  Excite  Much 
TVimiration 

Lady  Willingdon  this  morning  visited 
the  Canadian  National  Institute  for 
the  Blind  on  Berkeley  street,  made  a 
thorough  Inspection  of  all  the  processes 
In  the  factory,  chatted  affably  with 
the  blind  workers  and  then  made  some 
purchases  of  their     products     at     the 


Blind  Craft  Shop  at  Bloor  and  Yonge 
on  her  way  back  to  Government  House 
at  noon. 

This  daughter  of  Lady  Brassey  who 
wrote  "The  Voyage  of  the  Sunbeam," 
arrived  in  her  own  Sunbeam  at  the 
Blind  Institute  at  10.30.  She  was  es- 
corted by  Lord  Hardlnge  and  wel- 
comed by  Mrs.  Graham  Adam,  Miss 
O'Brien,  Capt.  Baker,  M.C.,  and  Mr. 
A.  V.  Weir,  the  business  manager  of 
this  industry  that  has  greatly  amelior- 
ated the  lot  of  the  blind  in  all  parts  of 
Canada.  Her  ladyship,  wearing  a  red 
hat  and  a  red  costume,  went  through 
all  departments  of  the  factory  like  a 
ray  of  sunshine.  Though  the  blind 
could  not  appreciate  her  visual  effect 
they  were  cheered  by  the  sympathetic 
voice  and  hearty  handclasp. 

She  was  loud  in  praise  of  their  beau- 
tiful products  of  wicker  and  leather 
and  the  work  of  the  deft  blind  girls 
who  manipulated  the  high-powered 
sewing  machines.  Entering  the  leather 
room,  presided  over  by  Miss  Susie 
Muller,  who  is  blind,  and  Miss  Hamil- 
ton, who  has  Ijer  sight,  she  expressed 
amazement  that  such  fine  work  could 
be  done  solely  by  the  sense  of  touch. 
"You  do  it  all  by  feel,"  said  she  ad- 
miringly. "Your  fingers  are  much 
more  sensitiv-e  than  ours."  The  leather 
purses  and  bags  she  declared  "very 
nice,  "  but  went  into  raptures  over  the 
wool  work  stored  in  drawers  in  this 
room.  "Look  at  all  the  beautiful 
woolies,"  said  she,  "the  babies' 
woolies." 

In  another  room  were  unpainted 
baskets  just  as  they  had  left  the 
bands  of  sightless  weavers,  A  blind 
soldier  was  here  demonstrating  his 
craft.  After  chatting  to  him.  Lady 
Willingdon  next  visited  a  show  room 
full  of  finished  products  in  charge  of 
Lieutenant  Jackson,  the  sales  man- 
ager. Her  ladyship  was  looking  for 
something  in  which  she  could  grow 
bulbs  at  Rideau  Hall. 

"We  have  a  much  larger  assortment 
downstairs,"  said  the,  sales  manager. 
"Shall  we  go  down  there?"  replied  her 
ladyship.  But  before  that  she  was 
taken  to  the  garment  room,  where  lady 
auxiliaries  were  cutting  huge  rolls  of 
cloth  to  be  sent  out  to  homeworkers 
and  were  also  inspecting  their  product. 
The  room  was  full  of  white  linen,  and 
Lady  Willingdon  was  searching  for 
something  in  mauve.  "Ther^  is  no 
doubt  that  mauve  is  her  favorite  col- 
or," remarked  one  of  the  lady  auxil- 
iaries. 

.  From  here  the  party  proceeded  to 
the  sunny  and  airy  top  floor  of  the 
factory  In  which  a  score  of  bhnd  girls 
sat  at  electrically  run  sewing  machines 
making  aprons  and  dresses. 

"Till  a  year  ago,"  she  was  informed, 
"this  was  the  only  factory  in  the 
world  in  which  blind  girls  had  high 
power   machines." 

It  might  seem  dangerous  to  place 
power  at  the  disposal  of  sightless  per- 
sons, but  it  was  not.  The  blind  girls, 
with  great  sureness  and  deftness, 
placed  their  fingers  alongside  of  flying 
needles. 

Lady  Willingdon  was  escorted 
around  the  room  and  introduced  to 
each  girl      It  was  pathetic  to  note  that 


^1 


some  of  them,  when  she  offered  them 
her  hand  to  shake,  could  not  find  it 
in  their  darkness. 

Lady  Willingdon  was  looking  for 
aprons  and  house  dresses  for  Rideau 
Hall  and  proved  herself  a  practical 
shopper.  She  had  girls  try  on  several 
of  the  dresses  and  itood  back  to  es- 
timate the  effect.  "She  knows  what 
she  wants  and  is  determined  to  get 
it,"  said  one  of  the  institute's  staff. 
The  garments  had  a  great  variety 
of  color  and  Lady  Willingdon  had  no 
i  difficulty  in  getting  her  favorite 
mauve. 

j  To  visit  the  paint  shop  she  had 
to  cross  a  yard  still  muddy  with  yes- 
terday's rain.  But  a  little  mud  meant 
]  nothing  to  her  compared  with  the 
reward  of  giving  publicity  to  a  most 
'meritorious  undertaking.  In  the  paint 
shop  she  exclaimed  in  wonder  at  the 
ingenious  way  in  which  baskets  were 
'painted  by  a  spray  gun.  "It  is  very 
j  difficult  to  paint  wicker  work  by 
Ihand."  she  was  told.  "It  is  hard  to 
I  get  ^fc^  paint  into  the   crevices"     - 
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Advanced   as 
Preferable    to    Present 
Reliance  on  Charity. 


The  establishment  of  a  Federal 
pension  scheme  ;for  the  J»1m»4— *it!^ 
zens  of  Canada  was  the  chief  topic 
ol  discussion  at  the  regular  month- 
ly meeting  of  the  Toronto  Branch 
of  the  Canadian  Federation  of  the 
Blind,  which  was  held  at  the  Cen- 
tral Y.M.C.A.  last  night.  The  ques- 
tion of  pensions,  it  was  explained 
by  officers  of  the  organization,  had 
been  taken  up  with  the  J^omlnion 
Government  last  year,  but  was  allow- 
ed to  stand  over  until  thu  Old  Age 
Pensions  Act  was  passed.  Now, 
however,  the  Federation  has-  decid- 
ed to  approach  the  Government 
again  in  this  connectii^n,  and,  in  ac- 
cordance with  a  policy  adoptel  at 
the  Federation  Conference  held  in 
Montreal  on  June  15th,  a  deputa- 
tion wfll  seek  an  interview  with  the 
Prime  Minister  at  Ottawa  within  the 
next  few  months. 

The  Government,  It  was  stated, 
will  be  asked  to  provide  a  pension 
o"  $40  per  month  for  each  blind 
citizen  Who  has  attained  the  age  of 
40  years  or  over.  Such  a  pension 
scheme,  it  was  pointed  out,  would 
prove  infinitely  more  satisfactory 
\  than  the  yearly  charity  donations, 
las  charity  has  proved  spasmodic  and 
is  dependent  on  the  success  of  tag 
1  days. 


In  addition  to  the  establishment 
of  the  pension  fund,  it  is  hoped  by 
the  members  of  the  Federation  that 
each  Provincial  Government  will 
establish  shops  or  workhouses  where 
the  blind  may  be  given  an  oppor- 
tunity to  earn  a  few  dollars  a  week 
to  augment  their  income.  The  Cana- 
dian National  Institute  for  the  Blind 
was  praised  for  its  excellent  work, 
but  it  was  felt  that  the  institution 
was  too  small  to  be  fully  effective... 
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TO    BLIND    IN    CANADA. 

jCgt  SP  yoa:-55  uro  .i  library  for  the 
unfoitunato  airny  of  the  sightless,  who 
must  read  with  their  fingers, .  wa:3  es- 
tablished at  Toronto.  Now  the  library 
department  of  the  Canadian  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind  clistri^tes  1000 
bulky  voI«iH%p  a  montlPf^^nnd  per- 
sons in  all  parts  of  Canada  and  in 
Newfoundland. 

This  library  is  unique  in  Canada, 
being  the  only  one  with  more  than 
merely  local  distribution.  Books  sup- 
plied cover  every  range  of  literature, 
from  geology  to  poetry.  History,  biog- 
raphy and  scientific  works  are  in  great 
demand,  and  the  libiarian  believes  that 
the  sightless  consume  a  relatively 
greater  quantity  of  this  solid  fare  than 
tho.se   who   read   with   tlieir   eyes. 

Canada  can  claim  a  highly  creditable 
distinction  in  that  it  was  the  first 
(nation  to  grant  free  transportation 
through  the  mails  to  enibo.ssed  liter- 
ature. This  step  was  acc-oinplished  in 
'190\S  by  Sir  William  Mulock.  now 
Chief  Justice   of  Ontario. 

Its  vast  imporiance  can  only  be  com- 
prehended whtii  the  weight  and  bulk 
of  an  embossed  book  is  considered.  It 
requires  39  Braille  volumes  to  accom- 
modate the  Bible.  An  ordinary  Bible 
can  be  purchased  for  25  cents;  the 
price  of  the  Braille  Bible  is  $22.  Gib- 
bon's "Decline  and  Fall"  requires 
nearly  12  feet  of  .shelf  space  and  is  sn 
popular  it  is  never  on  the  shelves. 
There  is  no  library  fee  for  the  blind 
reader,  and  no  matter  where  he  lives 
in  the  Dominion,  the  books  he  wants 
a?&-ti«aL-£ree  of  charge. 


Toro-nTo,  Qy^T.,    Siraf 
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Sr,     Punstan's     Chapter     Has 
|VIade)Pioneer  Step  in  Found- 
ing  Scholarship 

The  awielioration  of  the  condition  of 
the  blind  in  Canada  has  been  carried 
on  quietly  by  thp  St.  Dunstan's  chap- 
ter, I.O.D.E.,  which  held  its  fourth  an- 
nual meeting  yesterday  afternoon  at 
the  home  of  Mrs.  A.  L.  Ellsworth,  For- 
est Hill  road. 


Two  women,  who  are  totally  bUnd» 
are  eupported  by  the  chapter.  The 
interesting  report  read  by  the  secre- 
tary, Mrs.  George  Pepall,  told  of  the 
Inmate  of  Clarkewood  who  is  under 
the  care  of  the  chapter,  and  of  the 
woman  who  lives  In  the  city  with  her 
family  and  whose  income  St.  Dun- 
stan's supplements  by  Jla  monthly.  A 
little  girl  who  is  in  secondary  school 
requires  car  tickets,  books  and  extra 
clothing,  BO  the  ladles  who  follow  St. 
Dunstan's  have  provided  her  with  a 
bursary  for  incidental  expenses  all 
[year. 

I  Besides  filftancip.l  assistance  to  vari- 
ous individuals  the  chapter  has  been 
active  in  extending  cheer  to  the  blind. 
A  dance  was  given  for  the  boys  in 
Christie  Street  hospital  and  those  who 
were  unable  to  leave  their  wards  were 
entertained  there  by  a  concert.  Each 
patient  received  a  gift.  i_:_- 

The  motoring  and  visiting  commit- 
tees have  helped  to  make  life  worth 
while  to  many  in  Clarkewood  and  to 
blind  people  throughout  the  city  by 
sending  them  fruit  and  flowers  and 
providing  regular  motor  trips  through- 
out the  year. 

The  secretary's  report  also  gave  a 
resume  of  the  money  sent  to  the  Navy 
League,  contributions  to  the  war  mem- 
orial fund,  donations  to  the  children's 
hostel  and  gifts  of  books  and  cards  to 
the  Navy  League. 

Dinners,  clothes,  , bedding,  furniture 
and  various  forms  of  Christmas  cheer 
were  sent  to  five  blind  families. 

A  unique  gift  was  the  presentation 
of  five  radio  sets  to  homes  where  sight- 
less lovers  of  music  dwell. 

On  January  10  a  concert  was  given 
a,  Clarkewood  bj'  the  chapter  and  the 
inmates  and  blind  people  in  variou.s 
parts  of  the  city  were  the  guests  ^f 
the  evening.  * 

Mrs.  H.  P.  Temple,  the  treasurer, 
gave  the  financial  report  of  the 
year  showing  a  large  and  favorable 
balance. 

The  officers  elected  for  the   coming 
year  were:   Hon.   regent.     Lady     Fla- 
velle;  regent,    Mrs.  Wallace    Barrett; 
first  vice-regent,     Mrs.    E.   B.     Lang- 
muir;    second     vice-regent,      Mrs.     F. 
Capon;  treasurer,  Mrs.  H.  P.  Temple 
secretary,      Mrs.       Ross      Humphrey 
Echoes     secretary,     Mrs.     Rawlinson 
standard-bearer,    Mrs.    Bartlett      Rod- 
gers ;  councillors,     Mrs.     V.     Harding 
Mrs.  Locke,  Mrs.  Lawren  Hafrig,  Mrs. 
W.  P.  Ellsworth,  Mrs.  George  Mitchell, 
and  Mrs.  George  Heintzman. 

After  the  annual  meeting  was  over 
the  members  of  the  chapter  had  the 
pleasure  of  hearing  Captain  Baker, 
secretary  of  the  National  Institute  for 
the  ^lind,  speak  in  appreciation  of  the 
encouragement  which  the  chapter  had 
given  to  the  blind  people  in  Toronto. 
Their  pioneer  step  by  introducing  a 
scholarship  for  the  education  of  a 
talented  blind  musician  was  of  great 
importance.  Miss  Kathryn  Sells,  win-j 
ner  of  the  first  scholarship,  was  pre-l 
sent,  and  gave  three  selections,  which 
she  played  with  remarkable  ability. 
'j  :  Mina  Barrett  scholarship  pro- 
vides Miss  Sells  with  free  tuition  at 
I  the  Toronto  Conservatory  of  Music. 
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BUI  MEMBERS 
"^DISCUSS  WORK 

1 5  — 

A  resolution  calling  upon  the  Cana- 
dian Federation  of  the  Blind  to  work 
toward  the  abolition  of  piece-work 
evoked  lively  discussion  at  yesterday 
afternoon's  session  of  the  second  an- 
nual conference  which  concluded  its 
business  this  morning.  An  amend- 
ment, sponsored  by  H.  A.  Stewart,  of 
Hamilton,  Ont.,  recommending  that 
this  matter  be  laid  over  until  tlie  next 
conference,  a  year  hence,  wjis  adopt- 
ed by  a  substantial  majority. 

E.  P.  Layton,  president  of  the! 
Montreal  Association  for  the  Blind, 
was  emphatic  in  his  advocacy  of  the 
continuance  of  piece-work.  "The  man 
who  works  hard  should  receive  the 
reward  of  his  industry.  Piece-work  i 
assures  that  he  will  be  paid  according 
to  his  output,"  Mr.  l^aytou  said.  , 

E.  Vemey,  delegate  from  British 
Columbia,  asserted  that  the  Federa- 
tion should  forget  its  personal  inter- 
ests and  support  the  blind  all  over  the 
Dominion  who  were  clamoring  for  the! 
abolition   of   piece-work.  j 

Held  Garden  Party.  "-^1 

At  the  close  of  the  scs.sion,  some 
70  delegates  went  by  special  buses 
and  private  cars  to  Cartiervillc.  where 
they  were  the  guests  of  herd  and 
Lady  Atholstan.  They  partook  of  re 
freshments  and  thereafter  wandered 
at  will  around  the  beautiful  grounds 
on   the   riverside  at   Elmwood. 

p.  E.  Layton,  president  of  the  Ca- 
nadian Federation  of  the  Blind,  brief- 
ly addressed  the  delegates,  saying 
that  Lord  Atholstan  was  one  of  the 
incorporators  of  the  Montreal  Asso- 
ciation for  the  Blind  and  had  always 
been  a  generous  supporter.  ' 

Lord  Athol.stan,  rsplying  told  how 
much  he  and  Lady  Athol.stan  hud 
been  entertained  by  the  singing  ol 
their  blind  guests.  He  spoke  of  llic- 
great  work  done  for  the  blind  by  tho 
late  Sir  Arthur  Pearson  in  Knglan<l 
and  by  Philip  E.  Layton  here,  an.l 
wished  the  members  of  the  Canadiar,' 
Federation  all  success  in  their  work. 
Other  speakers  were  A.  Varncy,  Van- 
couver; A.  R.  Howe,  Winnipeg,  P.. 
H.  Stewart,  Hamilton;  H.  Smith,  Si. 
John. 

Lord  Atholstan  has  been  unani- 
mously elected  honorai-y  president  of 
the  C.  F.  B. 


Girl  Guide  Rangers  Donate 
to  Fund  For  Blind  Soldiers 


A  gift  of  $25  lias  been  donated  for 
blinded  soldiers  by  the  West  Toronto 
Company,  Girl  Guide  Rangers,  as  the 
result  of  a  successful  concert,  which 
they  gave  on  shipboard  en  route  home 
from  their  camping  tour  in  the  Rockies. 
Choruses,  piano  and  vocal  numbers  and 
a  humorous  play  combined  to  make  a 
successful  and  highly  appreciated  pro- 
gram. The  eighteen  girls  of  the  party, 
nine  of  whom  passed  their  honor  ma- 
triculation this  year,  were  In  charge  of 
Mrs.  Gordon  Ratcllffe,  captain  of  the 
company.  They  spent  a  week  at  the 
Girl  Guide  Diamond  Jubilee  Camp  at 
Victoria,  B.C. 

In  the  mountains  the  party  had 
many  delightful  adventures  and  found 
that  bears  liked  to  visit  their  camps 
in  search  of  food.  Speaking  of  the 
trip,  the  girls  stated  that  after  travel- 
ing through  the  West  and  seeing  the 
different  provinces,  geography  had  a 
new  meaning  for  them.  The  proceeds 
of  their  concert  are  being  given  tO| 
Mrs.  Arthur  Van  Koughnet  to  use  for 
,Jjllnded   soldiers.  ^ 
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MINISTER  OF 
AGRICULTURE 
.   OPENS  EXHIBIT 


Hon.  W.  R.  Motherwell  Praises 
Work  of  Canadian  Handi- 
crafts Guild 


Before  a  distinguished  galhenne 
Hon.  W.  R.  Motherwell,  Minister  of 
Agriculture  this  afternoon  at  2.30 
o'clock  declared  the  exhibition  of  the 
Canadian  Handicraft-s  Guild  at  the 
Arts  Galleries,  Sherbrooke  street  west 
to  be  officially  open. 

.V  display  of  home  industry  which 
reveals  in  a  most  comprehensive  way 
what  is  being  achieved  In  the  way  of 
handiwork  in  Canada  marks  the  cele- 
bration of  the  Guild's  21st  year  of 
chartered  existence  and  Hon.  Mr. 
Motherwell  during  the  course  of  his 
remarks  spoke  briefly  of  the  signi- 
ficance of  an  exhibition  In  which! 
such  variety  of  talent,  such  dlstinctl 
effort  is  revealed.  ' 

The  Minister  of  Agriculture  'ar- 
rived here  by  automobile  early  this 
afternoon  from  Ottawa,  making  the 
special  trip  to  officiate  at  the  cere- 
monies. 

Hundreds  of  exhibits  are  being 
shown  iuid  they  come  from  everj'  sec- 
tion of  the  Dominion. 

Woven  mat«,  and  how  the  weaving 
Is  done  la  displayed  by  vocational 
workers  during  the  week  at  the  exhi- 


6T!iorv~  TKe  centre  of  attraction  is 
probably  the  Canadian  room  where 
unglazed  pottery  made  in  British 
Columbia,  and  Ontario  attracts  con- 
siderable attention.  Here  la  variety 
In  coloi-  and  careful  workmanship. 
The  western  coast  has  .sent  a  lamp 
featuring  a  pattern  of  a  totem  pole. 
In  addition  to  carving  and  basket 
work.  Embroidered  linen.s  In  boxes, 
woven  coverlets  are  among  the  con- 
tributions from  the  prairie  provinces, 
the  work  of  many  foreign  women, 
testifying  to  their  desire  to  beautify 
their  homes. 

Saskatchewan  has  sent  some  excel- 
lent examples  of  woodcarving.  In- 
laid trays,  candlesticks,  book-ends, 
lamp  stands  done  In  woods  from  na- 
tive trees.  Of  particular  Interest  is 
a  cedar  chest  modem  in  its  moth- 
proof construction,  but  bearing  dainty 
old  fashioned  traceries.  Thus  is  one 
of  the  high  spots  in  this  section. 

Indians  living  on  the  shores  of 
Georgian  Bay  have  sent  botes  made 
of  birch  bark  and  ornamented  with 
maple  leaves,  wrought  with  dyed 
quills  of  the  porcupine.  Ontario  and 
Quebec  have  contributed  a  number  of 
woven  articles  among  which  is  to  be 
seen  a  life-size  colored  portrait  of  the 
late  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier,  done  in  cloth, 
on  a  rug  made  by  a  Quebec  resident. 
Scenes  picturing  the  life  of  the  habit- 
ant are  shown  in  mats. 

The  Maritimes,  Nova  Scotia,  New 
Brunswick  and  Prince  Edward  Island, 
have  sent  a  large  number  of  hand- 
woven  rugs  which  are  of  beautlfi;!  de- 
sign marking  a  definite  contribution 
to  this  craft  in  the    Dominion. 

Work  in  leather,  raffia,  wood,  brass 
has  been  seiffi^  patients  in  the  Mil- 
itary Hospital  at  Ste.  Anne  de  Belle- 
vue.  The  Industrial  Home  of  the 
Montreal  Assoclatioo  for  the  I^yid. 
where  brooms  are  produced  and  enarrs 
are  caned,  have  sent  attractive  sam- 
I)les  of  their  products.  Membera  of 
ecclesiastical  embroidery  guilds  and  in- 
stitutions associated  with  the  Mont- 
real Council  of  Social  Agencies,  are 
among  the  exhibitors. 

Through  the  courtesies  of  the  for- 
eign consulates  in  Montreal  a  numb'tr 
of  exhibits  of  work  done  in  foreign 
count rits  have  been  secured  and  tht^se 
have  been  placed  in  separate  rooms. 
They  are  not  entered  in  the  exhibition 
prize  contest  and  are  not  for  sale. 
Some  of  the  countries  representeil  are 
Sweden,  I'oland,  Czecho-Slovaki.\,  the 
Kingucm  of  the  Serbs,  Creates  and 
Slovenes,   Hungary  and  Finland. 

The  Joint  conveners  of  the  exhibition 
nr(  Mrs.  C.  T.  Hare  and  Mr.-«.  W. 
Oliver  Smith. 

Hon.  Mr.  Motherwell  exammed  the 
many  cxhii.-its  and  was  extremely  In- 
terested and  Impressed  with  the  scope 
of  the  work  and  the  brilliant  art 
^hown.   ^  ,-.».  I.  Tj 
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Advice  to  Parents  of  a  Blind  Child 

Prepared  by  the  Canadian  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind 

Head  Office,  186  Beverley  Street,  Toronto 

^^*«~^_ — -    F  you  have  a  blind  child,  try  to  realize  that  its  life  and  future 
B  must  depend  almost  entirely  upon  your  intelligent  care,  love 

I  and  devotion  in  its  early  years.     If  you  educate  and  train  it 

^L^  properly,  it  will  grow  up  to  be  a  happy  and  useful  member  of 
.-•"^  ""^   society,  able  to  fulfil  his  or  her  duties  in  life  to  his  or  her  satisfac- 

tion and   your  joy;   but   if  you   neglect  or  spoil  it,  it  will  develop  into  the 
tragic  figure  of  the  conscious  defective,  a  burden  to  itself  and  those  around. 

The  following  rules  have  been  compiled  from  experience  with  hundreds  of 
cases.  They  are  now  sent  to  you  with  the  earnest  request  that  you  should 
study  them  carefully,  and  act  on  them. 

(1)  Treat  the  blind  child  as  you  would  a  sighted  one.  Teach  it  as  soon 
as  possible  to  use  its  limbs  and  brain.  As  soon  as  it  begins  to  use  its  hands  give 
it  all  sorts  of  things  with  which  to  play.  The  ear  and  the  intellect  can  be 
soon  aroused  by  talking  and  singing,  and  by  musical  toys. 


(2)     Teach  the  child  to  walk  at  the  same  age  as  you  would  the  seeing 


child. 


(3)  Never  leave  your  child  for  any  length  of  time  alone  and  unoccupied 
in  the  same  place,  but  insist  that  it  go  through  the  rooms  of  the  house,  and 
later,  into  the  garden  or  yard,  and  gradually  into  all  the  immediate  environ- 
ment that  surrounds  it.  By  being  taught  to  touch  things  it  will  gradually 
come  to  know  all  that  surrounds  it. 

(4)  As  soon  as  possible  teach  the  child  to  dress  and  undress,  to  wash 
itself,  to  comb  its  hair,  to  take  care  of  its  clothes;  and  when  at  table  to  use 
properly,  spoon,  fork  and  knife.  A  blind  child  should  do  all  these  things  as 
well  as  a  seeing  child; but  you  must  be  patient  and  give  the  child  much  practice 
in  doing  such  things  because  it  cannot  learn  by  observation. 

(5)  Watch  carefully  the  child's  personal  appearance  and  bearing. 
It  cannot  see  how  others  act  and  so  readily  acquires  habits  which  are  disagree- 
able to  its  companions.  Some  of  the  most  common  mannerisms  of  blind 
children  are  rocking  the  body,  twisting  the  head  about,  sticking  the  fingers 
into  the  eyes,  distorting  the  face,  swinging  the  arms,  shaking  and  hanging  the 
head  in  walking,  and  bending  over  in  sitting.     As  soon  as  you  observe  such 
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practices  in  your  child  you  should  set  yourself  with  patience  but  determination 
to  break  them  up,  and  with  gentleness  and  firmness,  to  rectify  them.  Once 
they  become  habits,  years  of  schooling  will  not  undo  the  mischief. 

(6)  Permit  the  blind  child  to  play  as  much  as  possible  with  seeing  children 
and  to  romp  often  with  them  out-of-doors.  Take  your  child  walking  frequently 
and  direct  it  in  some  simple,  physical  exercise.  If  it  is  obliged  to  sit  still,  you 
should  at  least  give  it  balls,  pebbles,  blocks,  a  doll,  a  harmonica,  or  some  other 
toy  which  appeals  to  touch  or  to  hearing. 
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(7)  Let  the  child  touch  and  measure  everything  possible  so  that  it  can 
get  an  idea  of  space  and  distance  through  touching,  walking  and  measuring. 
To  cultivate  the  sense  of  touch,  so  very  important  to  the  blind,  give  it  all  the 
different  materials,  such  as  wood,  blocks,  coins,  etc.,  in  its  hands  to  feel. 

(8)  Allow  the  child  to  take  part  as  early  as  possible  in  household  duties. 
Allow  it  to  string  buttons  or  shells,  to  shell  and  pick  over  beans,  peas,  and  nuts, 
to  clean  furniture  and  kitchen  utensils,  to  wash  dishes,  to  grind  the  coffee,  to 
peel  potatoes,  to  gather  the  fruit  in  the  garden,  to  feed  the  hens,  dogs,  cats  and 
other  domestic  animals.  You  can  also  occupy  the  child  happily  in  easy  handi- 
work, such  as  winding  yarn,  braiding  the  hair,  and  in  coarse  knitting.  You  will 
be  surprised  what  a  blind  child  can  learn  if  only  the  trouble  is  taken  to  teach  it. 

(9)  Speak  with  your  child  frequently,  for,  since  it  cannot  read  the 
loving  care  which  is  written  on  your  face,  it  has  a  special  need  of  hearing  your 
voice.  Ask  the  child  frequently  what  it  hears,  and  feels,  and  encourage  it  to 
ask  many  questions  as  to  what  is  going  on  around  it. 

(10)  Take  care  what  you  say  before  your  child,  for  the  blind  child  is  more 
attentive  to  all  that  it  hears  than  the  seeing  child  is,  and  consequently  it  retains 
it  better  also. 

(11)  Never  express  regret,  in  its  presence,  at  its  blindness.  Never  allow 
others  to  do  so.  Such  sympathy,  though  well  meant,  is  apt  to  develop  melan- 
choly and  self-pity.  Encourage  it  to  be  happy  and  bright,  to  do  its  work  with 
spirit  and  pleasure,  that  in  later  years  it  may  become  independent  of  outside 
assistance. 

(12)  Give  the  child  a  chance  to  exercise  its  memory;  a  good  memory  will 
be  found  invaluable  later  on.  Have  it  commit  to  memory  proverbs,  poems, 
and  stories  which  it  enjoys.  You  will  find  that  it  will  derive  great  pleasure  from 
learning  such  things. 

(13)  A  blind  child  can  be  given  religious  and  moral  instruction  at  as  early 
an  age  as  a  sighted  one;  act  accordingly. 
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(14)  The  training  of  the  blind  child  from  the  very  earliest  years  should  be 
carried  out  with  reference  to  its  handicap.  To  commence  with  a  blind  child, 
eight  years  old,  who  has  had  no  previous  training  is  almost  hopelessly  late. 
Pre-school  training  and  the  earliest  possible  attendance  at  school  are  the  only 
sure  ways  of  preventing  habits  and  mannerisms  which  later  become  tragic 
drawbacks  to  a  person's  normal  associations. 

As  soon  as  the  child  reaches  the  age  when  it  ought  to  go  to  school,  send 
it  to  a  School  for  the  Blind  and  it  will  be  taught  well  in  all,  it  ought  to  know. 

To  deny  your  child  an  education  is  to  rob  him  of  his  birthright.  Many 
fathers  and  mothers  are  reluctant  to  send  their  blind  son  or  daughter  away  from 
home.  If  such  parents  are  unable  to  provide  any  other  means  of  education ^ 
such  selfish  objections  should  be  bravely  overcome  in  justice  to  the  child,  as  the 
greatest  service  can  be  rendered  him  by  sending  him  to  a  school  where  he  will 
receive  special  training.  The  courses  of  study  followed  in  most  schools  for  the 
blind  are  exactly  the  same  as  in  the  public  schools,  with  the  single  exception  of 
art  and  music.  A  complete  course  of  instruction  in  a  school  for  the  blind 
requires  from  eight  to  twelve  years.  It  is  not  thought  advisable  to  admit 
pupils  before  six  or  seven  years  of  age  except  where  the  home  environment  is 
objectionable;but  if  some  thought  is  given  to  the  child's  training  along  the  lines 
outlined  above,  it  may  remain  at  home  until  eight  years  of  age.  Every  effort 
is  made  to  keep  alive  the  child's  interest  in  its  home  while  it  is  at  school  and 
pupils  are  allowed  to  return  home  as  often  as  possible.  The  general  life  in  a 
school  for  the  blind  is  a  busy  and  an  active  one,  very  different  from  what  imagi- 
nation often  pictures  it,  and  very  different  from  the  conditions  under  which 
the  blind  child  or  youth  is  compelled  to  live  at  home  in  the  ordinary  community 
without  any  regular  course  of  training  or  instruction. 

Indeed,  it  may  safely  be  affirmed,  that  it  is  hard  to  find  any  body  of 
young  people  more  happy,  lively,  intelligent,  and  self-respecting  than  the 
pupils  of  a  properly  administered  school  for  the  blind. 
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AN/fNSPIRATIONAL    ACHIEVImENT 

Jl  London  girl,  it  is  reported,  who  has 
4^e.i  bUnd  from  birth,  has  recently  com- 
pleted the  remarkable  feat  of  taking  dpwn 
in  Ihp  Fu-a-llp  c^|-|nyt]^aTiH  system  a  book  of 
40,0C0  words  and  correctly  transcrib^ig  it. 
The  work  was  done  in  her  spare  tirae'^ffer 
her  day's  work  in  the  National  Institute  for 
-the  Blind. 

.  This  record  puts  to  shame  that  of  thous- 
ands of  normal  persons  who  start  from 
scratch  and  yet  accomplish  little  or  nothing 
.because^  they  bewail  the  fancied  slight  of 
fortune  in  not  giving  them  wealth,  position 
or  power.  And  to  all  handicapped  persons, 
it  should  be  an  inspiration.  The  will  to  do 
does  not  seem  to  be  amenable  to  the  plead- 
ings of  self-pity;  and  the  person  who  seeks 
achievement  can  generally  reach  its  heights 
■regardless  of  fate's  apparent  mismanage- 
fment.  ^. 
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SIR  ARTHUR  CURRIE 
PRAISES  JUBILANT 

Eulogy  for  C.  W.  Lindsay  Is 

Broadcast  Through  1§fa- 

tion  CFCF 


ACHIEVEMENTS   OUTLINED 


Patrons  of  Local  Musical  Firm 

Thanked  Through  Radio 

— Concert  Follows 

Speeches 


Tribute  to  the  place  in  the  music 
life  of  Montreal  taken  by  C.  W.  Lind- 
say was  paid  las-t  night  by  Sir  Ar- 
thur Currie,  who  SQOke  at  the  third 
broadcasting  concert  given  through 
station  CFCF  by  C.  W.  Lindsay,  Lim- 
ited, celebrating  the  golden  jubilee 
of  their  firm.  People  of  a  new  land, 
Sir  Arthur  said,  Immersed  In  com- 
merce, busied  with  the  development 
of  a  boundless  Domain,  may  have 
been  somewhat  prone  to  neglect  the 
higher  things  of  Hfe.  It  needed  the 
vision,  the  courage  and  the  enter- 
prise of  men  like  Mr.  Lindsay  to  keep' 
before  them  such  arts  as  music. 

Speaking  of  the  union  of  com- 
merce and  art  represented  by  tho 
firm  founded  by  C.  W.  Lindsay,  Sir 
Arthur  said:  "We  Canadians  are 
proud  to  look  on  the  builders  of 
our  great  commercial  undertakings 
as  the  makers  of  our  nation;  we  give 
them  a  place  beside  the  statesmerf, 
the  teacher  and  the  soldier.  It  is 
hard  to  estimate  the  real  value  of  the 
organization  which  Mr.  Lindsay  haa 
directed  for  so  many  years.  Musio 
is  one  of  "the  great  possessions  of 
civilization,  no  art  has  had  more 
potent  »influence  upon  the  minds  of 
men.  It  nourishes  whatever  is  best 
and  finest  in  our  nature.  A  knowl- 
edge of  music  is  an  education;  tho 
power  to  appreciate  music  Is  an 
enduring  joy. 

"I  should  like  to  speak  of  the  as- 
sistance given  by  Mr.  Lindiuy  to  che 
studcht  of  music  and  to  the  rerforrti- 
er,  but  lie  is  one  who  does  not  permit 
his  right  hand  to  know  what  the  icft 
hand  does,  and  I  hope  he  will  forgive 
me.  I  know  that  very  many  havv, 
cause  to  thank  him  for  aid  m  diffi- 
culties, for  cheer  in  discouragement. 
The  artist  is  inclined  to  be  impracti- 
cal— otherwise  he  would  not  be  an 
artist — and  Air.  Lindsay's  wisdom  and 
kindness  have  helped  many,  moro 
P'^.abatoi«th^Jl.,^:^4^J?«jnomber. 


WELFARE   WORK. 

"The  modern  community  is  a  com- 
plicated     orgiinism;    there   are  many 
needs  to  be  met  by  concerted  action. 
Perhaps  if  we  were  a  perfectly  logical 
people  all  our   charities,  all  our  hos- 
pitals, all  our   universities,   would  be 
conducted   by  the  state  and   paid  for 
by   taxes.        But,    thanli    Heaven,    we 
are  not  so  perfectly  logical,  and   we 
do  not  do  things  In  tliat  way.  Public-  ' 
spirited    citiaens    bave    become    ac- 
Wistomed  to  organizing  themselves  to- 
meet    many    community    wants,    and 
we    believe    that    the    public   at    large 
has  more   enthusiasm   for   these  me- 1 
thods      than   for   any  exclusive  state  1 
control,  though  the  state  has  a  duty  | 
to  perform  which  it  often  neglect,s.    ,  > 
"We    would    rather    give    than    be 
taxed,  we  like  to  feel  that  we  share' 
in   our  community   undertakings.     In 
work   of    this    kind    Mr.   Lindsay    lias 
always    been    a    leader.        Whenever 
the    citizens   of   Montreal    gather   to- 
gether,   as   they   so   often  do,   to   con- 
sider  plans   for   the   relief   of   suffer- 
ing and   distress,    for   tlie   welfare   or. 
the    community — whether    it    be    so- 
cial   service   work    o''    r'ducation-'^Mr. 
Lindsay  i^  always  pit-.f nt  and  ready 
to    help    In    any   way    lie    can.        The 
hospitals,     the    university    have    al- 
ways looked  to  him  and  never  looked 
in   vain.       His    Interest   is   keen,    his 
co-operation    willing,    his    generosity 
ready.       Those   whose    task    it   Is    toi 
conduct  these  institutions  freely  amii 
gratefully        acknowledge    the    great 
value  of  those  services. 

"This  year  Mr.  Lindsay  compietei' 
half  a  century  of  business  life.  He 
has  built  up  a  great  buslneas  and  ho 
has  made  a  name  for  fairness  and 
integrity.  He  has  accepted  his  sharo 
of  responsibility  for  the  common 
good  and  he  has  acquitted  himselV 
well  of  the  duties  he  ha»  assumed. 
He  is  an  example  to  youna  and  old 
alike.  Canada  would  be  the  bettor 
for  more  men  like  C.  W.  Lindsay." 

Following  Sir  Arthur  Currie's  ad- 
dress, a  musical  programme  was  put 
on  the  air,  contributed  by  local  art- 
ists, Mrs.  Lila  Valiant  lield,  sop- 
rano; C.  E.  Brodeur,  baritone;  Rob- 
ert Marcus,  'cellist,  and  the  riaymoro 
Quartette. 

J.  A.  Hebert  spoke  In  Trench  on 
behalf  of  the  firm  of  C.  W.  Lind-say, 
to  which  he  belongs,  thanking  their 
patrons  for  the  loyalty  which  has 
contributed  to  the  succesa  of  the  fit'tv 
years  celebrated  in  the  Jubilee 
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^Women's   Auxiliary,   C.N. 
i    LB.,  Makes  Important 

<'  Announcement. 
est-egg  of  $1,000  to  launch  a 
Ispeclal  fund  for  musical  tuition  for 
|the  blind  was  an  Innovation  an- 
nounced yesterday  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Women's  Auxiliary  to  the 
Canadian  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind,  at  J^SS?  Art  Ga!Tiffil^!&en- 
tlfl«»"'Wflh  the  work  of  the  auxiliary 
>nany  welfare  projects  Included  fac- 
tories and  work  In  their  homes  for 
blind  girls,  the  Blind  Craft  Shop  for 
tiispostng  of  the  products  of  the  blind. 
She  women's  residence,  "Clarkewood"; 
Hhe  men's  residence,  86  Church  Street; 
Pearson  Hall  for  blinded  soldiers  and 
relief,  Christmas  Cheer  and  entertain- 
pient. 

Reports  of  the  homeworkers  and  In-  I 
dustrlal  departments  outlined  by  Miss 
K.  O'Brien  revealed  a  story  of  pro- 
gress. Two  Toronto  teachers  and  one 
each  In  London,  Windsor,  Hamilton, 
Barnia  and  Ottawa,  taught  81  blind 
pupils  In  Toronto,  and  164  outside  the 
city.  Braille  and  handicrafts  were  in- 
cluded in  the  Instruction.  There  were 
Boo  blind  persons  registered  In  the 
salesroom  department.  Over  41,895 
aprons  v/ere  Inspected,  folded  and  sent 
out  to  girls  In  their  homes  to  com- 
plete, while  the  sales  from  the 
Women's  dress  and  apron  factory 
amounted  to  $87,313. 

Wave  of  Gratitude. 

Captain  Baker,  general  secretary, 
C.N.I.B.,  told  of  the  progress  of  the 
work  in  the  Dominion  and  the  conse- 
ciuent  wave'of  gratitude  In  the  hearts 
of  the  blind.  Mr.  W.  W.  Hitchon,  of 
the  council,  discussed  the  objective  of 
the  work,  which  was  "the  ameliora- 
tion of  every  blind  Individual  In  Can- 
ada." In  paying  tribute  to  Mr.  L.  M. 
Wood,  the  president  of  the  C.N.I.B., 
Mr.  Hitchon  named  him  "a  sighted  Sir 
Arthur  Pearson." 

Mrs.  John  Bruce  told  of  the  success 
cf  last  year's  sale  at  the  Canadian  Na- 
tional Exhibition,  at  which  V.A.D.'3 
and  volunteer  helpers  officiated.  Re- 
lief work,  Christmas  cheer  and  enter- 
tainment were  other  Important  phases 
of  the  work  for  the- blind. 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Brcckenrldge  presided  In 
the  absence  of  Lady  Baillie,  president 
of  the  auxiliary.  Mrs.  G.  Howard  Per- 
gxxson,  wife  of  the  Premier,  was  pre- 


sent, and  also  Mrs.  Lionel  Clarke  and 

=  Ml8s    Diana   Clarke,    of   the    Board    of 

Directors,  who  have  recently  returned 

to  Toronto,  after  being  In  Montreal  for 

-  R  year. 

Mrs.  Prank  Hodglns,  seconded  by 
Mrs.  Hunter  OgUvie,  m.oved  the  elec- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Directors,  which 
Included  four  new  members.  Lady 
Kemp,  Miss  Clara  Sutherland,  Miss 
Caroline  Goad  and  Miss  Jukes  John- 
iton.  _^ 


articles  purchased  last  year.  Retail 
sales  are  made  at  the  "Blind  Craft 
Shop,"  10  Bloor  Street  East,  head- 
quarters of  the  Women's  Auxiliary  of 
the  C.N.I.B. 
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Band  of  Three  Thousand 
Workers  Seek  Objective 
>     of  $55,000. 

wrth  favorable  weather  on  the  first 
day  of  May,  the  three  thousand  work- 
ers who  have  volunteered  their  services 
for  the  Tag  Day  for  the  work  for  the 
blind,  hope  to  realize  an  objective  of 
$55,000.  Last  year  on  May. Day  the  pro. 
ceeds  amounted  to  $52,000,  with  the 
expenses  of  administration  amounting 
to  only  1%  per  cent,  of  the  collections. 
Miss  Betty  Burton  will  officiate  as  con- 
vener of  the  Tag  Day  which  will  be 
under  the  direction  of  the  following 
committee:  Lady  Baillie,  Mrs.  D.  A. 
Dunlap,  Mrs.  Allen  Case,  Mrs.  Lionel 
Clarke.  Mls^  Diana  Clarke,  with  Mrs. 
W.  A.  Parks  as  treasurer. 

Mi-s.  Lionel  Clarke  In  addressing  the 
captains  at  a  largely-attended  meeting 
yesterday  at  "Clarkewood,"  discussed 
the  many  ways  in  which  the  lot  of  the 
blind  is  being  brightened  through  the 
yearly  contributions  made  to  the 
cause. 

Activities  of  the  Canadian  Naticnal 
Institute  for  the  Blind  which  will 
benefit  from  the  proceeds  include 
Pearson  IJall,  "Clarkewood,"  the  resi- 
dence for  aged  blind  women  and  blind 
girls;  the  social  and  relief  departments, 
case  registration  and  field  departments, 
the  residence  and  workroom  for  blind 
men,  the  library  and  publishing  de- 
partment, broom  and  brush  factory  for 
blind  men.  willow  factory  for  blind 
men,  whitewear  factory  for  blind 
women,  leather,  fancy  goods,  and  hand- 
knitting  department,  with  such  special 
branches  of  the  work  as  the  registers 
for  piano  tuners,  masseurs,  massage 
clinic,  radio  service,  news  vendors'  ser- 
vice, blinded  soldiers'  aftercare  and  the 
work  for  the  prevention  of  blindness. 

At  the  salesroom  department  for 
blind  home  workers,  with  over  500  on 
the  service  register,  there  were  45,000 
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Convener  anqJ' Captain  for  Maj 
I  Drive  Named  at  Meet- 
ing   Yesterday 

Lb 

The  ^preaching  tag  day  for  th 
blind  on  May  1,  to  be  held  under  th 
auspices  of  the  Canadian  Nations 
Institute  for  the  Blind  was  heraldedC^ 
an  organization  m««ktrg  held  yestei 
day  afternoon  at  "Clarkewood"  whe 
Mrs.  Lionel  Clarke  gave  an  inspirln 
talk  on  the  work  which  was  bein 
accomplished  among  the  blind  in  Tc 
ronto. 

One  thousand  brooms  a  month  wer 
turned  out  by  blind  men,  she  explain 
ed,  not  to  mention  from  1,200  to  1,40 
dresses  and  aprons  by  women  durin 
the  sarne  period.  There  was  a  librar 
of  12,000  volumes  of  braille,  fror 
which  900  blind  readers  received  books 
In  addition  a  very  fine  relief  work  wa 
being  done  among  the  blind  of  th 
city  and  two  homes  maintained. 

Tills  year  the  au.xlliary  Is  placin 
its  object  £is  $55,000,  reminding  th 
public  that  the  splendid  total  of  $52, 
000  was  received  last  year.  Lad; 
Baillie,  president  of  the  women': 
auxiliary,  was  in  •the  chair  for  th' 
meeting. 
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THE  BUND  TAKES 
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Canvassers  Hope  to  Cover  En- 
tire City  and  Ask  a  Gener- 
ous   Response 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  Local 
Council  of  Women,  three  chapters 
of  the  I.  O.  D.  E.,  and  the  Catb-' 
olic  Women's  League,  the  annual 
drive  for  funds  in  aid  of  the  Cana- 
dian National  Institute  for  the 
Blii\d  will  be  made  in  Sarnia  to- 
morrow. 

Canvassers  ■will  corer  the  en- 
tire city  and  it  is  hoped  to  com- 
plete the  drive  in  the  one  day.  It 
may  bo  found  necessary  to  do 
some  canvassing  on  Thursday 
.morning. 

Drives  in  aid  of  the  Institutp 
have  been  made  for  some  years 
past  and  will  be  made  each  year 
in  future.  Sarnia  has  invariably 
proved  generous  in  this  cause  and 
the  ladies  are  expecting  a  plea> 
ant  and  profitable  drive  of  the 
city  tomorrow. 


Ma-w    1%.,    \^%<i. 
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HUNDREDS  VISIT 
NEW  HOME  OF 
BLIND  INSTITUTE 

Splendid  Building  Reveals 

latest  Equipment  For 
(j  /Teaching  Handicraft 


The  building,  on  which  construc- 
•  tion  was  started  last  winter,  has 
just  been  completed.  It  is  two 
storeys  high  with  a  frontage  of  78 
feet  on  Portage  ave.  extending  back 
109  feet.  Reinforced  concrete  con- 
struction with  brick  curtain  walls 
has  been  used  through,  and  pro- 
vision has  been  made  for  addition 
of  another  storey  if  this  becomes 
necessary. 

Red   Face   Brick 

Exterior  finish  is  of  red  face  brick 
with  Tyndall  stone  base  about  eight 
feet  high,  which  is  also  used  for 
trim.  J.  H.  G.  Russell  was  architect 
of  the  building,  and  members  of  the 
committee  in  charge  of  its  construc- 
tion were  Arthur  E.  Rowland,  chair- 
man; George  N.  Jackson,  Major  D. 
M.  Duncan  and   Mrs.  W.   E.  Milner. 

The  Portage  ave.  entrance  leadfS* 
into  a  large  store,  well  lighted  by 
display  windows  on  two  sides,  where 
handicraft  of  the  blind  workers,  such 
as  baskets,  wicker  furniture,  brooms, 
garments,  house  dresses,  aprons,  un- 
derwear and  children's  knitted 
-WpoUen  goods  will  be  placed  on  sale. 
Teachers'    Rooms 

On  the  main  floor,  in  addition  to 
the  general  offices  are  teachers' 
rooms  used  for  Instruction,  libraiy, 
girl's  lunch  room,  a  large  kitchen, 
and  a  shipping  room  with  a  freight 
elevator.  "There  is  also  an  auditorium 
with  a  seating  capacity  of  300,  the 
chairs  for  which  are  being  made  by 
inmates  of  the  institute. 

On  the  second  floor  is  the  men's 
cloak  ropm,  which  has  a  lunch  toom 
in  connection.  Manufacturing  de- 
partments are  located  on  this  floor 
Tlie  firsb  is  that  devoted  to  broom- 
making,  where  electrically  operated 
machines  have  been  installed.  An- 
other section  is  devoted  to  manufac- 
ture of  wicker  fm-niture. 

A  long,  bright  room,  in  which  a 
battery  of  electric  sewing  machines 
has  been  installed,  will  be  occupied 
by  blind  women,  who  will  produce 
whitewear.  smocks,  house  dresses, 
nurses'  uniforms  and  other  articles. 
Adjoining  this  department  is  a 
light,  airy  rest  room  for  the 
workers. 

The  building,  which  has  incor- 
porated in  its  construction  all  of 
the  latest  features,  is  finished  in 
fir   with   oak   finish    throughout. 

Approximately  600  persons  from 
Manitoba  and  Saskatchewan  were 
assisted  by  th^  institute  in  1927. 
The  help  granted  included  provid- 
ing glasses,  hospital,  dental  and 
medical  treatment,  and  instructional 
work  designed  to  lessen  industrial 
accidents  and  induce  care  of  child- 
ren's eyes. 


Hundreds  of  persons  today  visited 
the  new  home  of  the  Canadian  Na- 
tional Institute  for  the  Blind,  on 
■  Portage  ave.,  which  was  thrown 
open  for  public  inspection  for  the 
first  time. 
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wM   Offil^r^    Elected      at 
ual  Me\i^g  Held  Yes- 
terday Afternoon 


Reports      For      Past      Year 

Show  Period  of  Steady 

Progress 


Sticceeding  W.  Gordon  Fraser,  who 
,has  been  chairman  of  the  Canadian 
National  Institute  for  the  BJind  for 
the  past  three  years,  G.  N.  Jackson 
was  elected  to  that  office  at  the  an- 
nual meeting  of  the  Institute,  held  In 
their  new  building  at  the  corner  of 
Sherburn  street  and  Portage  avenue 
yesterday  afternoon.  Dr.  Daniel  Ms- 
Intyre  was  made  honorary  chairman. 
The_  various  committees  presented  their 
reports  at  the  meeting,  and  A  Norman 
Timmins,  general  manager,  also  read 
Ills  report  for  the  year  ending  March 
31,    1928. 

W.  Gordon  Fraser,  the  retiring  chair- 
man, was  heartily  congratulated  for 
his  work  during  his  term  of  offxe,  and 
asked  to  remain  chairman.  However, 
being  unable  to  accept  the  offer,  he 
was  forced  to  decline.  He  declared, 
Kkawver,  that  he  had  greatly  enjoyed 
the  work.  G.  N.  Jackson,  the  ne* 
chairman,  was  also  heartily  v/elcomed 
and  wished  every  success  for  the  fu- 
ture 

That  the  year  ending  March  31  was 
tlie  greatest  single  step  in  advance- 
ment made  by  the  local  division  since 
its  organization  nearly  nine  years  ago, 
was  stressed  by  Mr.  Prasor,  when  he 
delivered  his  final  report  yesterday 
afternoon.  He  touched  lltjhtly  on  the 
progress  made  throughout  the  years, 
and  thanked  the  various  organizations 
for  tnelr  splepdid  co-operation  in  help- 
ing In  the  work  of  carlcg  for  the 
bfinci. 

Mr.  Fraser  stated  that  the  grant  of 
$10,000  from  the  SasKatcheri'an  gov- 
ernnient  was  most  graciously  and  gen- 
erously mace  and  that  the  equivalent 
of  $7,000  from  the  city  of  Winnipeg, 
as  part  value  of  the  lot  on  which  the 
new  building  now  stands,  was  also 
appreciatively   received. 

Officers  Elected  ' 

The  election  of  officers  resulted  as 
follows:  Honorary  chairman.  Dr.  Daniel 
Mclntyre:  chairman,  G.  N.  Jaciison; 
Drst  vlcc-chnirman,  H.  H.  Smith;  sec- 
ond \  Ice -chairman,  A.  E.  Rowland. 
Chairmen  oi  the  various  committees 
are   .nlso   as  follows:    Finance   commit- 


tee,  H.  H.  Smith;  factory  committee. 
Carl  Melvin;  case  committee.  Major  D. 
M.  Duncan;  educational  and  publicity, 
W.  Redford  Mulock. 

Discussing  the  prevention  of  blind- 
ness. A.  Norman  '^immins,  during  the 
course  of  his  report,  declared  that  pre- 
vention woi-k  throughout  th.s  division 
has  been  extended  considerably  d\HMng 
the  past  year.  Numerous  literatOre  on 
sight  saving  has  been  distributed,  and 
that  last  year  over  two  hundred  cases 
have  been -reviewed;  spsclal  e.xamina- 
^tions  arranged  for,  glisses  provided 
and  hospital  treatment-  given  where 
necessary. 

Two  sight  saving  classes  are  being 
conducted  in  Winnipeg,  both  at  the 
Laura  Secord  scliool.  M.-.  Timmins  de- 
clared tHat  the  Winnipeg  school  board 
would,  no  doubt,  exteni.T  this  work. 

The  possibilities  of  creating  a  home 
teaching  centre  in  Sa.'katoon.  where 
a  number  or  the  blind  from  the  north- 
ern part  of  Saskatchewan  might  be 
brought  together  for  a  nkiUli  or  so 
of  class  instruction,  was  al^  suggested 
by   Mr.   Timmins. 

Mr.  Timmins  went  on  to  t^  of  the 
library  services  for  the  blindiV"Porty 
blind  readers  of  this  division  aV.  tak- 
ing advantage  of  '  the  Mary  McI 
Memorial  library  for  the  blinci," 
Mr.  Timmins.  The  library  is  located 
!at  the  Coi-nish  library.  Miss  M.  Kelly 
performs  the  airect  service  in  connec- 
tion ,  with  this  service.  "We  hope  to 
transfer  this  department  to  our  new 
headquarters  in  January  next,  when 
our  organization  will  be  able  to  carry 
on,  and  develop,  this  very  Important 
work,"  concluded  the  general  manager. 

The  finance  committee's  report  for 
the  past  year  showed  an  expenditure 
of  approximately  $12,000  over  the  in- 
stitution's income.  The  committee  re- 
ported that  the  deficit  was  largely  due 
to  an  increase  of  services  to  the  blind, 
both  through  the  workshop,  field  work 
and  home  training.  It  was  also  attri- 
buted to  the  disposal  of  a  consider- 
able amount  of  basketry  and  similar 
handiwork  at  a  loss,  which  was  found 
'necessary  by  the  institute.  ^'^Tlie  ad- 
ministration and  overhead.  c:;p&ndi- 
tures  for  the  year  totalled  $19,798, 
chov/ing  an  increase  of  $832. 

The  total  sale  of  goods  manufac- 
tured by  the  blind  for  last  year  was 
$73,628,  which  was  a  $3,000  increase 
over   the    previous   year. 

It  was  suggested  by  the  committee 
that  both  governments  and  the  Win- 
nipeg federated  bucget  be  approached 
for  increased  grants.  It  declared  that 
the  new  building  'would  give  the  in- 
stitute the  opportunity  of  increasing; 
the  services  to  the  blind,  but  it  would 
cost  more  to  operate  it,  and  that  a 
call  on  these  bodies  was  Justified. 


Viscount  Willingdon  /Praises 
Work  oLI«stitute  for  Blind 
■pAt  Opening  oi  New  isui. 


[elp^Work  Being  Carried  on  in  Canada  Is  Eeal  Inspira- 
tion— flbl^ernor-General  Makes  Only  One  Public  Appearance 
IDuring  Brief  Visit  to  Winnipeg  Last  Night — ^With  Lady  Will- 
•ingdon  and  Party  Is  Officially  Entertained  at  Government 
House,  Xeaving  Early  This  Morning  for  the  East. 


The  opening  of  the  new  building  of 
the  Canadian  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind  at  Winnipeg  will  be  the  means 
not  only  of  comforting  and  supporting 
hundreds  of  those  new  afflicted  with 
blindness,  but  of  saving  the  sight  of 
at  least  half  of  those  in  Saskatchev/an 
and  Manitoba  wliose  vision  would 
otherwise  be  doomed. 

This  was  the  repeated  statement  of 
successive  speakers  representative  of 
the  institute  when  His  Excellency  Vis- 
count Willingdon,  governor-general  of 
Canada,  last  night  officially  declared 
the  new  building  at  the  corner  of 
Sherburn  street  and  Portage  avenue 
open. 

Their  excellencies,  who  were  visitors 
at  the  Ninette  sanitorium  yesterdav, 
arrived  In  Winnipeg  at  6.15  last  nlglit 
and,  after  the  governor-general  ha<i  of- 
ficiated at  the  formal  opening  of  the 
Canadian  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind,  they  were  entertained  officially 
at  Government  house  as  guests  of  His 
Honor  Lieutenant-Governor  and  Mrs. 
Burrows. 

Escorted  from  Ninette  by  his  honor 
the  lieutenant-governor  of  Manitoba 
and  informally  welcomed  at  the  Union 
station  by  representatives  of  the  mili- 
tary district  and  the  provincial  and 
city  governments,  their  excellencies 
and  the  vice-regal  party  arrived  in 
Winnipeg  at  6.15  o'clock  last  night  for 
a  brief  visit  on  their  return  east  after 
several  weeks  spent  in  western  Canada. 

Mrs.  Burrows  and  Miss  Burrows,  to- 
gether with  Premier  Bracken  and  Mayor 
Dan  McLean  were  among  the  first  to 
greet  their  excellencies  as  they  step- 
iped  from  their  private  section  of  the 
train.  Major-General  J.  H.  Elmslev, 
|C.B.,  C.M.G.,  attended  by  Col.  G.  God'- 
son-Godson,  Major  A.  B.  Allard  of  the 
R.C.M.  police,  Captain  Mellor,  R.C.M.P.; 
Sir  James  Aikens,  Sir  Charles  Tupper, 
and  W.  Gordon  Fraser,  chairman  of  the 
Institute  for  the  Blind.  Mrs.  Elmsley 
and  Lady  Tupper  completed  the  party 
who  waited  at  the  station  to  welcome 
the  vice-regal  visitors. 

Her  excellency,  after  chatting  gra- 
ciously with  various  members  of  the 
party,  was  carried  off  by  Sir  Charles 
and  Lady  Tupper,  whose  infant  is  her 
Igodchild.    His  excellency  stopped  to  bid 


farewell  ta  the  group  of  prominent 
Winnipeg  business  and  professional 
men  who  had  gone  to  Ninette  in  con- 
nection with  his  excellency's  visit 
there,  and  had  returned  to  the  city 
on'  the  same  train.  Following  this, 
his  excellency  and  the  lieutenant- 
governor,  with  their  attendants  and 
the  party  who  had  gathered  at  the  sta- 
tion, left  for  the  Canadian  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind  where  the  open- 
ing ceremonies  took  place  at  6*$ 
o'clock.  ** 

Blind   Provide   Music 

The  guests  who  were  to  meet  his 
excellency  for  the  official  opening  of 
the  Canadian  Institute  for  the  Blind 
had  started  to  assemble  almost  an  hour 
before  the  hour  appointed  for  the  gov; 
ernor-general's  arrival.  While  waiting 
a  programme  of  music  was  provided  by 
the  institute's  orchestra  of  blind  mu- 
sicians. 

They  Included  not  only  figures  In 
public  and  official  life  of  the  city  and 
province  but  the  patients  of  the  in- 
stitute who  were  guided  into  seats 
which  had  been  reserved  for  them  at 
one  side  of  the  institute  assembly  hall. 
Blind  visitors  resident  in  the  city  ar- 
rived in  large  contingents  by  every 
street  car  to  find  the  hands  of  police 
constables  and  boy  scouts  outstretched 
to  guide  them  through  the  intricacies 
of  the  Portage  avenue  traffic  to  their 
new  home. 

"In  all  sincerity,"  declared 
celloncy^i  ajSfiouncing  the 
openinMBf  tke  building,  "spe^i(^(f*ot 
as  an^JfnsJ^hman  sent  tc^^mada.  It 
Is  a  ^^aknnspiration  toj^ne  governor- 
genefytno  find  thatJd^ll  parts  of  the 
DomiWon  there  is  «.  jnarked  evidence 
of  a  desire  to  help  others." 

After  expressing  his  pleasure  at  being 
again  in  Winnipeg,  his  pride  in  being 
associated  in  the  capacity  of  »  patron 
in  the  work  of  the  Canadian  National 
Institute  and  his  congratulations  to 
the  governments  of  Manitoba  and  Sas- 
katchewan, the  city  of  Winnipeg  and 
the  generous  people  who  had  made  the 
building  possible,  his  excellency  spoke 
of  the  many  opportunities  which  he 
had  had  on  his  holiday  tour  of  seeing 
western  institutions  which  are  conse- 
crated   to   the    healing   of    sickness    in 
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GOVERNOR-GENERAL  OPENS  BLIND  INSTITUTE 


i 


The   new   building   of  the    Canadian   National   Institute   lor   the    Blind,   Sherburn    street    and    For 
Excellency    Viscount   WlUlngdon,    governor-general.     This    picture,    posed    for    the  Free 

On   the   extreme   left   of   the   picture   Is   George   N.   Jackson,    president    of    the 
on   his  right,   Hon.   T.  A.   Burrows,   lieutenant-governor  of  Manitoba,   and   L. 
is  Premier  Bracken. 


opened    yesterday    evenlnf^ 
X   the   biult 

Beliind   Mr.  W 


> 


J' 7 


many  forms.  "I  can  assure  you,"  he 
ladded,  "nothing  gives  me  greater  pleas- 
'ure  than  to  associate  myself  with  the 
great  work  of  this  institute  In  treat- 
ing the  blind  and — what  Is  more  im- 
portant— the  saving  of  the  sight  of 
many  more  who  otherwise  might  lose 
it." 

Well  Equipped  Building 
After  an  invocatory  prayer  had  been 
recited  by  Rt.  Rev.  Dr.  S.  P.  Matheson, 
Archbishop  of  Rupert's  Land  and 
primate  of  all  Canada,  the  ceremony  of 
opening  the  building  was  launched  by 
Gordon  Fraser,  former  chairman  of  the 
Institute  at  Winnipeg,  who  referred 
to  the  new  building  as  one  of  the  best 
equipped  on  the  continent,  the  erec- 
tion of  which  had  been  made  possible 
by  the  generous  response  to  public, 
appeals  for  funds  and  the  co-opera- 
tion of  the  governments  of  Manitoba 
and   Baskatchewa. 

L.  M.  Wood,  natlonai  president  of 
the  Institute,  Toronto,  also  paid  his 
tribute ,  to  the  generosity  of  public 
spirited  people  and  the  governments 
of  two  provinces  which  had  made  the 
erection  of  the  new  building  possible. 
Quoting  from  the  Institute's  records 
figures  which  showed  that  there  are 
1,083  blind  persons  registered  in  Mani- 
toba and  Saskatcliewan  nnd  a  still 
larger  number  in  the  more  crowded 
provinces  of  the  ea.st,  Mr.  Wood  pre- 
Idicted  that  the  new  building  will  be 
[found  to  be  the  beginning  of  a  new 
'effort  on  behalf  of  the  blind  and  a 
new  effort  for  the  prevention  of  blind- 
ness. 

CapV    E.    A,    Baker,    M.C.,    Toronto, 
general  ercretary  of  the  Institute,  him- 
self blinded  on  active  service,  estimat- 
ed that   the  benefits  of   the   Institute 
were   not   to   be   measured    "in   dollars 
jand  cents  nor  In  any  standard  which 
nXfTl    can    devise."      The    Institute,    he 
tatd,  aimed  to  provide  for  every  blind 
person  in  Canada  and  to  endeavor  to 
jsave    the   blessing    of    sight    for    every 
,  person  threatened   with  blindness.   "Of 
I  seven    battalions    of    blind    people    In 
!  Canada,"   he  added,  "three  and  a  half 
battalions  need  never  have  been  blind 
!?it  all." 

Presented  With  Krr 

The    golden    key    symbolical    of    the 

opening  of  the  Institute  was  presented 

to   His   Excellency    by    A.   E.    Rowland, 

chairman    of    the   building    committee, 

?.nd    after    His   Excellency    had   spoken 

briSfly,     His     Honor     T.     A.     Burrows, 

lieutenant-governor,     and      Lieut.   Col. 

Dau  McLean,  mayor  of  Winnipeg,  spoke 

I  respectively  on  behalf  of  the  province 

I  and   the   city. 

"Institutions  such  as  this  and  the 
jNinette  sanaU*ium,"  declared  the 
lleutenant-goT<*rnor,  "are  institutions 
[which  the  government  should  support 
and  pay  for." 

The  city's  thanks  for  coming  to 
Winnipeg  to  open  the  building  were 
i  conveyed  briefly  by  Mayor  McLean 
[who  declared  that  tlie  oity  appreciated 
everything  which  had  been  done  by 
the  directorate  of  the  Institute,  the 
governments  of  Manitobs^  and  Saskat- 
chewan and  the  donori^  of  subscrip- 
tions. \ 
I  After  the  ceremony  (4  oB^nlng,  His 
Excellency  was  conducted  *n  a  tour 
lof  Inspection  or  the  /buildStog  where 
many  of  the  patients  A'ere  atV-ork  on 
their  varioxis  crafts  foi  weavnte  and 
basketry.                      / 
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ference  i^  the  blind  from  all 
ovel  C*rtida  wJlPbe  held  in  Montreal 
fro*  June  21  to  2,3.  An  interesting 
[feattre  of  the  'vork  of  the  Institute 
[for  the  Blind  Is  thp  publishing  of  a 
magaziflU  UislnbJled  free  of  charge 
to  all  blind  citizens  In  the  Dominion. 
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Ha^s    ^urner,      Saskatoon, 

Egresses  Appreciation   of 

Work  That  Has  Been  Done 


A  reception  given  to  the  Lu.x-ir.- 
Tenebrls  club  and  the  blind  in  Greater 
Winnipeg  In  the  auditorium  of  the 
new  headquarters.  Portage  avenue  and 
jSherburn  street,  last  night,  was  very 
I  popular,  the  large  auditorium  being 
filled  to  capacity.  W.  Gordon  Fraser, 
retiring  president,  occupied  the  chair, 
and  after  delivering  a  short  felicitous 
address  presented  the  key  of  the 
building  to  W.  J.  Johnson,  new  presi- 
dent. 

Harris  Turner,  former  M.L.A.  for 
Saskatoon,  Sask.,  who  is  bllnj^^SM* 
characteristic  speech^^^  ouUSi  \\ I uliited 
the  central  division  on  Its  success  and 
expressed  admiration  for  the  gener- 
osity of  those  who  had  made  the  es- 
tablishment of  such  an  Institution 
possible.  This,  he  believed,  however, 
jwas  only  a  beginning.  For  a  long  time 
but  little  had  been  done,  but  noiv 
energy  appeared  to  have  developed  and 
the  work  was  not  completed.  He  spoke 
of  the  deep  appreciation  of  the  blind 
for  the  sympathy  so  practically  extend- 
ed and  expressed  his  highest  confid- 
ence in  the  board,  even  if  they  might 
have  made  mistakes.  But.  lie  added 
Jocularly,  "even  the  blind  make  mis- 
takes." The  work  for  the  blind  was 
not  charity  but  a  sense  of  comrade- 
ship. 

George  N.  Jackson,  chairman  of  the 
board  of  management,  expressed  grati- 
fication that  the  work  in  connection 
with  the  building  and  furnishing  had 
been  accomplished  in  the  short  period 
of  seven  months.  He  trusted  the  facl- 
[lities  offered  would  be  taken  advant- 
age of  to  the  fullest  extent. 
I  W.  R.  Mulock,  K.C.,  who  takes  an 
exceptional  Interest  in  the  work  among 
the  blind,  gave  a  most  interesting  ad- 
dress in  which  he  related  a  number  of 
exciting  incidents  In  connection  with 
some  of  the  naval ;  battles  dunng  the 
Great  War.  \ 


An  artistic  and  most  delightful 
literary  and  musical  programme  w?s 
given  during  the  /evening,  nearly  all 
those  contributing  being  blind.  The 
numbers  included  \  pianoforte  solo  by 
Digby  Tomlinson:  ^orus  by  the  "Sun- 
8h!ne"'^Sl|s"'~oTv^-ie  garment  facl-ory; 
selections  from  Rudyard  Kiphng  oy 
"Norman  Alexander";  violin  solo,  Sher- 
man Ghan;  reading  by  Charles  Hether- 
Ington. 

Mrs.  Ale.xander  Melville,  president  of 
the  Women's  Auxiliary,  in  a  short  ad-i 
dress,  gave  welcome  to  the  visitors  and' 
expressed  lier  gratiiication  at  the  suc- 
cess of  the  functions  in  connection 
with  the  opening  of  the  building. 

The  Lux-in-Tenebris  club  includes 
in  its  membership  practically  all  the 
adult  (technical  and  industrial)  blind 
of  Greater  Winnipeg,  and  has  for  Its 
object  the  fostering  of  social  inter- 
course and  the  promotion  of  mutual 
improvement  among  its  members.  The 
club  is  sustained  by  the  Canadian 
tional  Institute  for  the  blind^aj^^ny 
voluntary    donations. 


V^i-n-rtife^,  /Asn.,  Fn^e  Fr^s-s 
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|A^  ^d  Federation       ^ 
,.To  Meet  in  Winnipeg 


le    executive     of,     the     Wina'.peg 
ranch    of    the    Canadian    Federation 
of  the  Blind   held  its  last  meeting  last 
nigb«f"lPfflfl?^WShe  delegates  leaving 
for  the  annual  convention  at  Montreal. 
JThe  delegates  will  carry  an  Invitation 
[  for    the    next    annual    meeting   to    be 
!  held   in   Winnipeg.      Pensions   for  the 
blind  and  problems  relating  to  educa- 
tion, vocational  training,  and   how  to 
improve  the  attitude  of  "seeing  people'' 
to    the     blind    are     Included    on   the 
,  agenda  for  the  convention. 
I     The  Winnipeg  delegates  and   guides 
who   are  leaving  Monday  are:  Mr.  and 
Mrs.    A.    Stewart,      Mr.      and    Mrs.    P. 
[Parker  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  3.  Howe. 
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^AVr  BUND  MEET  HERE 

delegates  from  Winnipeg  to  the 
ainual  meeting  of  the  Canadian  Fed- 
efttion  of  the  Blind  at  Montreal 
jwill  carry  an  invitation  to  make 
Winnipeg  the  place  for  the  next  con- 
vention, it  was  decided  last  night. 
The  executive  of  the  Winnipeg 
branch  held  its  last  meeting  prior 
to  the  convention  last  night.  Win- 
nipeg delegates  and  guides  leaving 
Monday  for  Montreal  are:  Mr.  an<l 
Mrs.  A.  Stewart,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F. 
Parker  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  B. 
Howe. 
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RoTTTJTTelt  Deputation  Prov- 
inces KitRrt  Accept  Old  Age 
Pensions   Bill  First 


Ottawa,  Jun^  2r.. — Assurance  that 
representations  made  on  behalf  of  the 
blind  In  Canada  will  receive  govern- 
ment consideration  was  given  to  a 
delegation  of  blind  persons  this  after- 
noon by  Hon.  James  A.  Robb,  minister 
of  finance.  The  delegates  present, 
who  had  Just  come  from  a  conference 
of  the  Canadian  .Federation  of  the 
Blind,  In  Montreal,  wished  to  knowi 
wbether  anything  could  be  done  at 
the  next  session  In  the  direction  of 
providing  pensions   for   blind   persons. 

Mr.  Bobb  pointed  out  that  legisla- 
tion along  these  lines  could  hardly  oe 
introduced  until  the  various  provinces 
had  accepted  the  Old  Age  Pensions 
Bill.  He  promised,  however,  that  the 
matters  referred  to  by  thej  delegation 
would  be  drawn  to  the  attention  of 
his  colleagues  In  the  cabinet.  Tiie 
delegation  was  received  by  Mr.  Robb, 
and  Hon.  J.  H.  King,  minister  of 
health.  Premier  Mackenzie  King  was 
unable  to  be  present  owing  \o  other 
engagement. 

A.    B.    Howe,    provincial    vlc4-presi 
dent  for  Manitoba  and  Saskatckewan 
gave  Instances  of  poverty  and  dktress 
existing  among  the  blind  of  thesA  two 
provinces.     He   said    that   he   haaVre 
ceived  a  large  number  of  letters  f\m 
slightless    people    begging    that    soi 
thing    be    done    for    them.      Some 
these  applicants  had  received  traininl 
at    an    institution    for    the    blind,    bu 
were      not    able    to    get    employment. 
Forty  thousand  dollars  had  been   col- 
lected   in  ( one    city    by    the    Canadian 
National   Institute   for  the   blind,  but 
only  thlrty-slx  blind  people  were  be- 
ing employed  by  that  Institution. 


u^i//>  ^4,  nA^ 


To  Help  the  Adult  Blind. 

Principal  Gardiner  of  the  School  for  the  Blind  at 
Brantford  is  calHnsi  the  attention  of  the  public  to  the  need 
for  some  inititution  where  the  adult  blinu  may  be  in- 
structed and  employed.  Gtiieral  experienc?  has  demon- 
strated the  inadvisability  of  combining  a  workshop  '"or 
adults  with  a  school  for  children  under  one  management, 
yet  the  blind  adults,  who  far  outnumber  the  children  of 
school  age,  should  be  no  longer  neglected.  In  New  York 
State,  it  has  been  ascertained  by  careful  enquiry  that  out 
of  6008  blind  persons  only  584,  or  9.72  per  cent  of  the 
total  number,  kre  under  21  years  of  age;  3193,  or  53.14 
per  cent.,  are  over  60  years  of  age;  while  1  375,  or  22.88 
1  pe«  cent.,  are  between  th«  >jes  of  21  and  50 — in  the 
prime  of  life  and  capable  of  *-  '  g  rendered  in  whole  or 
in  part  self-supporting.  It  .  .  .o  .au.-  that  the  percent- 
ages in  Ontario  are  similar  to  those  in  New  York.  Many 
lose  their  sight  by  accident  after  passing  school  age,  and 
many  who  have  been  blind  fromi  birth  or  childhood  need 
help  and  direction  in  order  to  work  profitably.  In  Cali- 
fornia, Connecticut,  the  District  of  Columbia.  Illinois, 
Indiana,  Massachusetts,  Michigan,  New  Jersey,  New 
York,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania  and  Wisconsin  workshops  or 
"homes"  have  been  provided,  and  in  Washington,  Colo- 
rado and  other  states  the  matter  has  been  taken  up  by 
women's  clubs  and  other  asssociations  of  philanthropic 
ladies,  whose  influence  upon  public  opinion  and  the  legis- 
latures will  certainly  effect  the  desired  result.  J 
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W  WORKERS 
IN  FACTORY  TO 
'be  DISCHARGED 

InstitutevPf-oposes   to   Stop 
of  Men  More 
Than  50 


^r 


le  Institute  for  the  Blind  pro- 
posls  to  discharge  all  men  of  more 
than  50  years  of  age  who  are  in 
their  shops  for  training,  the  Social 
Welfare  commission  was  informed 
at  its  meeting,  Wednesday  after- 
noon. 

A.  B.  TTowp,  federal  vice-president 
of  the  Canadian  Institute  for  the 
Blind,  waited  upon  the  commission 
to  ask  for  special  relief  for  an  in- 
dustrially blind  man  and  his  family. 
Jn  asking  that  fuel  be  supplied  for 
the  time  being.  Mr.  Howe  stated  that 
the  man  would  need  further  assist- 
ance later  as  he  was  likely  to  be 
laid  off  work  after  Dec.  15. 

Ask  for  Report 

Miss  Gertrude  Childs.  secretary  of 
the  commission,  informed  members 
that  the  decision  had  been  taken  to 
lay  off  the  men  as  it  is  considered 
unsound  to  train  them  after  that 
age.  She  thought  the  institute  was 
taking  a  wrong  view  and  elevating 
the  commercial  side  of  its  work  at 
the  cost  of  the  humanitarian. 

Members  of  the  commission  were 
concerned,  as  It  wiould  mean  adding 
to  the  city's  burden,  and  asked  Miss 
Childs  to  get  a  report  on  the  signifi- 
cance of  this  decision. 

William  Douglas,  chairman  of  the 
special  committee  on  salary  adjjust- 
menta  for  the  commission,  Bubmitted 
a.  complete  report.  It  provided  Hh^ 
adjustments  of  salauries  according  to 
the  Brittain  report,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  salaries  for  social  workers 
which  were  a  little  lower  to  start 
with  but  provided  for  more  rapid 
increases. 

After  some  discussion  on  this 
clause,  to  which  Alderman  Simpkin 
took  exception  as  setting  salaries  too 
low,  the  commission  adopted  the 
report  as  a  whole.  A  special  com- 
mittee, comprising  Alderman  Pul- 
ford,  William  Douglas  and  Miss 
Childs  will  go  with  the  report  before 
the  wage  committee  of  the  city 
council. 

Commiasion  Take  Action 

A  report  on  housing  conditions, 
where  old  men  who  are  maintadned 
by  the  commission  reside,  was  sub- 
mitted by  the  health  department. 

In  one  instance,  the  health  depart- 
ment reported  finding  vermin  In  the 
bedrooms.  Mr.  Douglas  declared  any 
wards  of  the.  commission  should  be 
moved  from  such  a  place  and  on  his 
motion  the  secretary  was  Instructed 


jtb  write  the  people  in  question  warn- 
ing them    that   social   welfare     de- 

{pendents  would  be  moved  If  the 
house  was  not  cleaned  immediately. 

Statement  that  all  men  over  50  will 
be  laid  off  is  only  a  half  truth,  A. 
Norman  Timmins,  manager  of  the 
ilnstitute  for  the  Blind,  said  this 
morning. 

"It  is  our  policy  recently  adopted 
to  take  in  only  young  men  for  train- 
ing as  It  Is  not  advisable  to  concen- 
trate on  older  ones.  All  permanent 
workers  In  our  shop  will  be  kept  on 
and  older  men  in  training  who  are 
taken  out  of  the  shops  will  be  given 
training  at  hopie.     Qpr  ^ort  is   to 

give  the  best'service   possible  with- 
out working  hardship  on  any  one. 

"It  must  be  remembered,'  Mr.  Tim- 
mins said,  "that  we  take  care  of  the 
blind  for  both  Manitoba  and  Sas- 
katchewan. We  have  limited  ac- 
commodation and  limited  funds  and 
feel  that  the  younger  men  need  the 
service  most." 
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Procdfcis  to  be  Given  to 

Institute  tor  tlie  Blind 


pjano  lecii.i.  oy  toe  foUo'.vin^ 
JUs  %  Jeanle  Ogilvie  Youl  will  be 
Si\Mn  in  aid  of  tlie  Canadian  National 
inlitute  for  the  Blind,  next  Friday-] 
evfting  In  the  Music  and  Arts  build- 
ing: Eobby.  Elaine  and  Tilly  Ward- 
rope,  Nlckolas  V.assle.  Virginia  and 
Billy  Watt.  Isobel  Cook,  Helen  and 
John  Griffith,  Evelyn  and  Ida  Mar- 
antz.  Winnie  Stanners,  Rosa  and  Ida 
Anderson.  Edmund  Cowdry.  Jimmie 
Bf--rie.  Brenda  Beeny,  Hilda  Rsnnre, 
Olive  Threlfall.  Peggy  Mitchell,  Archls 
Coo!:.  Irene  Buchanan.  Elaine  L'oyd- 
Jones,  Gretta  Mci'herson,  ana  Jenny 
Wliyte.  Action  songs,  a  vocal  solo  and 
duet,  and  two  foH:  dances  will  be  per- 
formed by  certain  of  the  pupils,  and 
a  presentation  of  certificates  will  tak» 
place   at   the   close  of   the   programiTj^ 


successful  Blind  Men 

jrde'VWtet3r-©t.B^o_fessigiJa.Jind 
fions  are  now  open  to  the 
England.  For  example,  no 
''f!!an  30  blind  men  are  now 
shccessfully  practicing  &9  lawyers, 
according  to  the  Daily  Chronicle. 
Aided  by  the  teaching  at  tb.^e  Na- 
tional Institute  for  the  Blind,"  the 
.<ugKtiess-4ieve-been-»ble  .to  become 
successful  as  clergymen,  schoolmas- 
ters, organizers,  masseurs,  lecturers, 
sceretaries,  upholsterers,  printers, 
instrumentalists.  In  addition,  there 
are  blind  men  and  women  working 
side  by  side  with  the  sighted  in 
scores  of  factories,  and  their  num- 
bers are  steadily  increasing.  Never 
before  has  the  po!5ition  of  the  50,000 
blind  people  in  Great  Britain  been 
so  rich  in  promise  of  equality  jn 
opportunity.  ^^ 
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SPEAKER  REVIEWS 
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people     have   beer 
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Canada  during  the  past  ten  month 
and  are  happily  earning  their  ow 
living,"  Mr.  Merrill  C.  Robinson,  c 
Vancouver.  Western  superintenden 
of  the  CqjM4iajxInat)fatfcfc-Xafc.>th 
told  members  of  the  Victor'li 
l^esterday  at  their  weekl; 
luncheon  meeting  in  the  Chambei 
of  Commerce  cafe. 


Mr.  Robinson,  who  lost  his  eye- 
sight while  serving  at  Vlmy  Ridge 
with  the  Canadian  Forces  ■  in  the 
Great  War,  stated  that  blindness  at 
one  time  was  generally  looked  upon 
as  meaning  "complete  helplessness." 
However,  there  is  a  different  view 
of  that  condition  today,  and  in- 
stead of  loss  of  sight  being  con- 
sidered as  "helplessness,"  it  is 
deemed  "a  handicap." 

The  speaker  said  that  "because  a 
man  is  blind  is  no  reason  why  he 
should  be  sentenced  to  a  life  of  in- 
activity or  uselessness.  There  are 
potentialities  left  when  his  sight 
has  gone,"  he  asserted,  citing  many 
examples  of  achievements  of  sight- 
less men  and  women,  who  had  been 
successful  in  various  lines  of  work, 
despite  their  disabilities. 

The  Canadian  Institute  for  the 
Blind  in  British  Columbia  was  con- 
trolled by  a  board  of  directors  which 
met  monthly,  and,  offered  sugges- 
tions in  the  conduct  of  the  work  of 
the  organization.  Mr.  Robinson  told 
of  the  institute's  broom  factory  in 
the  province,  which  was  operated  by 
twenty -three  totally  blind  men. 
Over  10,000  dozen  brooms  were 
manufactured  at  this  factory  last 
year  and  sold.  The  institute,  he 
said,  sent  out  a  woman  teacher  to 
those  sightless  people  in  the  prov- 
ince who  were  unable  to  attend  the 
institute  to  receive  tuition.  The  In- 
stitute's library  and  other  phases  of 
its  activities  were  sketched  by  the 
speaker. 

SUPPORT   ENLISTED 

"I  have  come  here  to  try  and 
place  unemployed  blind  people  of 
Victoria  in  remunerative  positions, 
and  to  enlist  the  support  of  busi- 
ness men  of  the  city  in  the  insti- 
tute's work,"  the  speaker  declared. 

President  Harry  Dawson  and 
Gyros  Louis  Glazen  and  Harold 
Butteris  told  of  the  successful  Qyro 
picnic  held  on  Sunday  at  Rathrever 
Beach,  twenty  miles  north  of  Na- 
naimo,  which  was  attended  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Gyro  Clubs  of  Victoria, 
Nanaimo,  New  Westminster  and 
Vancouver.  The  Nanaimo  club  won 
the  men's  softball  match,  while  the 
Island  ladies  were  victors  over  the 
fair  sex  of  the  Mainland  in  a  soft- 
ball  contest.  It  is  likely  that  an- 
other interclub  picnic  will  be  held 
in  1930. 

A  guest  at  the  luncheon  was 
Gyro  Glyn  Fairbairn,  president  of 
the  Lethbridge  Gyro  Club,  who 
brought  greetings  from  the  Alberta 
Gyros  to  the  local  clubmen.  He 
thanked  the  Victoria  members  for 
the  courtesy  they  had  extended  him 
during  his  visit  here. 

President  Dawson  announced  that 
the     next     interservice     club     golf 
tournament  will  be  played  tomorrow^ 
at  1  p.m.  at  the  Colwood 
asked  for  a  large  turnout 
golfers  for  the  competitic 
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IVj'I^W'C;.   Robinson   TeUs   Kiwanis 

Mf  V  '""r*-*  liiT'-r"  Work  of 
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tablishment  of  a  "sight-saving" 
the  public  schools  here  by 
ladian  Institute  for  the 
assist  chidren  with  weak 
/as  forecasted  yesterday  by 
lerrill  c.  Robinson,  of  Vancou- 
ver, Western  .superintendent  of  the 
Cr.nadian  Institute  for  the  Blind,  in 
addressing  members  of  the  Kiwanis 
Club  at  their  weekly  luncheon  meet- 
mg  in  the  ballroom  of  the  Empress 
Hotel. 

Mr.  Robinson  told  of  the  assis- 
tance the  institute  had  given  in  the 
promotion  of  "sight-saving"  classes 
in  public  schools,  and  said  that 
children  reported  by  doctors  to  have 
poor  vision  who  had  attended  these 
classes  had  been  blessed  with  im- 
provement in  their  eyesight.  Such 
work  as  this,  he  stated,  aided  In 
decreasing  the  amount  of  blindness 
throughout  Canada. 

"One  of  the  reasons  why  I  am 
now  in  Victoria  is  to  try  and  secure 
1  concession  stand  at  the  Jubilee 
Hospital  for  a  blind  resident  of  this 
city,  and  also  to  induce  the  Pro- 
vincial Government  to  erect  re- 
freshment stands  in  one  of  its  insti- 
tutions in  order  to  place  another 
blind  man  in  a  remunerative  posi- 
tion. Each  one  of  these  placements 
will  be  another  victory  over  blind- 
ness," he  declared. 

The  speaker  told  of  the  possibili- 
ties which  come  within  the  scope 
of  blind  people  and  of  the  success- 
ful participation  of  sightless  people 
in  employment  in  various  lines  of 
hXllistry  and  business.  He  outlmed 
The  work  of  the  Canadian  Institute 
for  the  Blind,  ana  asked  Victoria 
business  men  to  give  their  co- 
operation in  the  placing  of  blind 
residents  of  this  community  in  re- 
munerative work. 
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iFar-Reaching    Work     of 
I  Montreal  Organization  Re- 
flected in  Results  Attained 


21ST  ANNUAL  MEETING 


Record  of  Continued  Pro- 
gress in  Education  Re- 
viewed by  Officers 


In  21  years  the  wages  paid  to  blind 
employes  by  the  Montreal  Associa- 
tion for  the  Blind,  Incorporated,  has 
increased  from  $550  to  $33,000,  while 
the  number  employed  has  risen  from 
4  to  55  blind  men  and  wqmen,  Mrs. 
P.  E.  Layton,  honorary  secretary, 
stated  in  presenting-  the  "coming:  of 
age"  report  at  the  2lst  annual  meet- 
ing, held  last  night  in  the  associa- 
tion's hall,  6980  Sherbrooke  street 
West.     Dr.  W.  J.  Patterson   presided. 

Other  comparative  figures  given  by 
Mrs.  Layton  illustrated  the  growth  of 
jthe  associatoin.  During  the  first  year 
a  room  was  rented  with  a  floor  space 
of  800  square  feet.  Today  the  or- 
ganization owns  400,000  square  feet 
of  land  and  two  buildings  whose  floor 
space  amounts  to  30,300  square  feet. 
Tlie  income  from  sales  has  increased 
from  $752  to   $67,296. 

The  report  of  the  honorary  trea- 
surer. Col.  Robert  Starke,  showed  a 
marked  increase  of  revenue  for  the 
year  just  closed.  The  total  revenue 
iWas  $96,560,  an  increase  of  $1,440 
I  over  that  of  the  previous  year.  The 
expenditure  for  the  year  was  $96,331, 
resulting  In  a  surplus  of  $229. 

P.  E.  Layton,  president  of  the 
Montreal  Association  for  the  Blind,  in 
replying  to  an  expression  of  thanks 
accorded  him  for  his  work  lor  the 
blind  people  of  Canada,  stated  that 
for  several  years  before  he  bejran  his 
work  in  1908  he  had  considered  that 
this  particular  job  was  his.  lie  paid 
a  tribute  to  the  unremitting  assist- 
ance of  his  wife  through  the  years 
of  organization,  and  since. 
PUPILS'  SUCCESSES 

Mr.  Layton  stated  that  the  work  of 
the  Montreal  Association  for  the 
Blind  had  been  very  far  reaching,  and 
in  illusti-ating  this  he  told  of  receiv- 
ing a  Vancouver  newspaper  the  day 
before  the  meeting,  which  showed 
[that  Miss  Esther  Poley,  one  of  the 
(pupils  of  the  association's  school  for 
the  blind,  was  taking  an  important 
part  in  a  concert  given  by  blind  per- 
formers. In  addition  to  playing  the 
'cello.  Miss  Poley  gave  several  vocal 
numbers.  "This  would  not  have  been 
possible  but  for  the  training  she  re- 
ceived In  our  school,"  Mr.  I/aytdn 
I  stated. 

I  Mrs.  Scott,  the  president  of  the 
"Western  Association  for  the  Blind, 
Vancouver,  received  her  education  in 
the  school  of  the  Montreal  Associa- 
tion for  the   Blind,  Mr.   Layton  said. 


fwhile  many  young  men  navff  gone 
'out  and  are  now  holding  good  posi- 
tions and  supporting  homes  of  their 
own. 

Mr.  Layton  referred  to  the  Cana- 
dian Federation  of  the  Blind  which 
was  founded  at  the  association's 
quarters  here  in  1926,  at  a  conference 
of  blu^  people  from  all  over  the 
D^fllfnion.  This  organization  is  a 
'1!mion  of  the  blind,  its  chief  object 
Ibeng  to  secure  better  social  and  eco- 
nomic conditions  for  the  sightless 
jpeople  of  the  Domnion.  It  also  pub- 
fcshes  a  quarterly  magazine  which  is 
llent  free  to  all  known  blind  persons. 

IreNSIONS  SOUGHT 
\  \p  a  plea  for  the  support  of  the 
public  on  behalf  of  legislation  grant- 
ling  pensions  to  the  blind,  Mr.  Layton 
pointed  out  that  statistics  show  that 
over  50  per  cent  of  the  blind  in 
Canada  are  over  50  years  of  age  and 
(that  many  are  unemployable. 
\  Acknowledgement  was  made  of  sev- 
eral gifts  to  the  association  during 
the  year.  The  sum  of  $1,008  was  net- 
ted at  the  bonspiel  put  on  by  the 
Icurlers  in  January.  In  April  the  Sun 
[Life  Minstrels  gave  their  usual  an- 
nual entertainment  for  the  benefit  of 
the  assocaition  and  a  total  of  $1,303 
'  was  raised. 

Service  clubs  rendered  notable  help 
to  the  cause  of  the  blind,  the  honor- 
ary secretary  stated. 

The  boys  of  the  school  for  the 
blind  were  guests  at  the'  annual 
Christmas  banquet  given  by  the 
Rotary  Club  to  various  charitable  in- 
stitutions. The  booth  given  by  the 
Montreal  Kiwanis  Club  at  the  Indus- 
itrial  Exposition,  where  two  blind  men 
demonstrated  the  making  of  parts  of 
'brooms,  netted  a  considerable  sum  of 
money. 

The  board  of  management  acknow- 
ledged with  thanks  the  bequest  to  the 
institution  by  the  late  Edward  M. 
!  Roberts  of  three  shares  of  Bank  of 
Montreal  stock.  Additional  bequests 
are  In  the  course  of  payment,  namely 
$1,000  from  the  late  Mr.  Wright, 
$5,000  from  the  late  Mrs.  Agnes  Allan, 
$2,000  from  the  late  Mrs.  Cathrine 
Palme,  and  a  one-third  interest  In 
the  residue  of  the  late  Miss  Cullen's 
estate. 

BRO.^D  EDUCATION 

Mrs.  Layton  reviewed  the  activities 
of  the  association.  Education  is  given 
in  the  school  of  the  association  along 
the  lines  of  that  provided  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  and,  in  addition,  the  pupils 
are  instructed  in  piano  and  organ- 
playing,  piano-tuning,  typewriting, 
chair-caning  and  basketry.  Four  pu- 
pils passed  the  elementary  examina- 
tion of  the  associated  board  of  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Music,  in  May. 
Physical  development  is  encouraged 
through  the  courtesy  of  the  Y.M.C.A. 

There  was  an  increase  of  six  men, 
this  year,  obtaining  training  and  em- 
ployment at  the  workshops.  A  total 
of  7,740  dozen  brooms  was  made  dur- 
ing the  past  year.  Mrs.  Layton  is- 
sued an  appeal  for  use  vil  brooms 
made  by  the  blind,  stating  that  the 
goods  made  continue  to  be  of  a  high 
standard.  Constant  employment  was 
given  the  workers  throughout  the 
year  and  the  amount  paid  in  augmen- 
tation of  wages  to  the  blind  amounted 
to  $6,200. 

SOCIAL  ACTIVITIES 

Mrs.  Layton  then  referred  to  the 
various  other  activities  of  the  associ- 
ation, including  home  teaching  and 
visiting,  the  work  of  the  social  club, 
I  the    boarding    home    for    blind    men, 


which  has  been  full  during  the  past 
year,  and  the  library  which  is  nsed 
by  inmates  of  the  institution  and 
blind  outside  the  City. 

A  summarized  list  of  the  blind  un- 
der the  care  of  the  institution  was 
given  as  follows:  pupib?  in  the  resi- 
dential school,  20;  workers  in  the  in- 
dustrial department,  instructors, 
salesmen,  collectors,  home  teachers 
and  workers,  55;  unemployable  blind 
receiving  pensions,  9.  Blind  persons 
were  also  visited  by  home  teachers. 

Thanks  were  tendered  Dr.  Maynard 
S.  Cook,  honorary  physician  of  the 
institution,  and  Dr.  Richard  Kerry, 
oculist,  for  gratuitous  services. 

The  board  of  management  recorded 
with  deep  sorrow  the  death  on  Sep- 
tember 20th  of  George  Bishop,  vlcel 
president  since  1922.  i 

In  addition  to  those  mentioned," 
William  Clelland,  director,  was  on  tha 
platform.  _.^.  ;,  ■.,  ^i'^'n 
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PLAN  TO  HELP 
'  BL:iJ.iL 

Number  of  Leading  Citizens 
Will  Canvass  for  Funds 
on^  Behali^  of  Central  In* 


E  IS  TO  START    j 
EARLY  NEXT  MOJSTH\ 


With  the  ob.lective  of  railJti'L'  the 
sum  of  $50,000  In  Victorit.  as  "his 
city's  share  of  the  $150.0Qi'  soo  '  ;  to 
build  a  centralized  ins*!'.  "  . 
Vancouver  for  the  blin<'  L^riti'T^ 

Columbia,  a  representaiive  r  uilit' 
of  some  of  the  leading  citizens  of 
Victoria  decided  yesterday  morning 
to  form  a  committee  to  undertake  a. 
drive  for  funds.  Mr.  Fred  Lands-' 
berg  presided  at  the  meeting.  wh=.;h 
was  held  in  the  board-room  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  Others 
present  were  Sir  Frank  Barnard, 
Mr.  B.  C.  Nicholas,  Mr.  J.  A.  Say- 
ward,  Mr.  W.  J.  Spenoer,  Mr.  D.  J. 
Angus  and  Mr.  R.  H.  B.  Ker. 

Mr.  M.  C.  Robinson.  Superintend- 
ent for  the  Western  Division  of  the 
Canadian  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
described  the  plan  of  campaign  and 
outlined  the  advantages  to  the. 
Province  of  a  centralized  building, 
such  as  was  contemplated.  •] 

TO   BUILD    UP   HOPE 

Over  the  entrance  to  Dante's  In- 
ferno, said  Mr.  Robinson,  were  em- 
blazoned the  words,  "All  Hope 
Abandon  Ye  Who  Enter  Here."  The 
institute  would  be"  formed  with  the 
directly  opposite  Idea  of  lifting  the 


blind  of  the  Province  out  of  them- 
selves and  instilling  fresh  hope  and 
a  brighter  outlook  by  training  the 
other  faculties.  Mr.  Robinson  was 
listened  to  with  a  great  deal  of 
sympathetic  attention  by  his  hearers 
and  there  was  every  indication  that 
no  stone  would  be  left  unturned  to 
find  the  necessary  funds. 

The  drive  for  funds  on  behalf  of 
the  sightless  in  British  Columbia, 
will  be  launched  on  November  4, 
closing  at  the  end  of  that  week.      * 

This  appeal  is  to  be  made  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Western  Division  only, 
each  branch  of  the  National  organ- 
ization, being  entirely  self-govern- 
ing, dependent  upon  local  generosity, 
and  ministering  to  the  needs  of  its 
own  territory  solely. 

Of  the  $150,000  sought,  the  abso- 
lute minimum  required  for  the  car- 
rying out  of  the  present  projects  of 
the  institute,  $100,000  will  be  needed 
for  the  building  and  site;  $10,000  for 
current  maintenance,  and  $40,000  as 
the  permanent  nucleus  of  an  endow- 
iment,  the  income  to  be  used  ex- 
|clusively  for  institute  work.  Any 
sum  contributed  over  this  amount 
will  pei-mit  a  further  extension  of 
the  work. 

Subscriptions  may  be  paid  in  cash, 
or  in  four  quarter-annual  install- 
ments as  follo'ws:  December  1,  1929; 
March  1,  1930;  June  1,  1930;  Sep- 
tember 1,  1930. 

PRESENT   ANNUAL   BUDGET 

Of  the  $33,000  required  to  carry 
on  the  work  projected  for  this  year 
by  the  Western  Division,  $23,000  in, 
the  shape  of  grants  and  gifts,  is 
already  assured. 

Among  the  many  activities  in- 
cluded in  the  outlay  of  this  sum 
are  the  following: 

1.  Field  work  and  registration  of 
all  blind  people  within  the  territory. 

2.  Operation  of  a   broom   factory. 

3.  Operation  of  a  basket  shop. 

4.  Salesroom:  A  department  for 
the  distribution  of  raw  materials  to 
blind  persons  working  in  their  own 
homes,  with  subsequent  assistance 
in  the  sale  of  their  finished  products. 

5.  Extensive  placement  service, 
securing  positions  in  sighted  indus- 
tries, and  the  obtaining  of  special 
concessions,  such  as  news  stands, 
candy  stands,  etc. 

6.  Home  teaching  to  adults,  of 
(light   handicrafts,     basketry,     chair 

caning,  sewing,  knitting,  mat  weav- 
ing, as  well  as  raised  point  reading 
and  wi-iting. 

7.  Relief — for  needy  blind  persons. 

8.  Money  allowance  for  vocational  I 
study,  as  well  as  for  the  sick. 

9.  Ftee  library  service,  in  co- 
'  operation  with  the  head  office  of  the 

institute. 

10.  Prevention  of  Blindness:  A 
campaign  among  parents,  teachers, 
etc.,  for  the  prevention  of  blindness, 
and  the  conservation  of  the  sight  of 
the  semi-blind. 

The  administration  department 
secures  radios  and  radio  equipment 
for  the  blind,  at  cost  price,  and  ob- 
tains the  licence  free,  for  their  use. 
It  secures  free  street  car  passes.    Itj 


provides  varied  entertainment  for 
the  blind,  and  exercises  direct 
supervision  over  placement  and  in- 
dustries. 

According  to  the  programme  of 
the  Institute  for  this  year  alone, 
$29,000  will  have  been  paid  to  its 
blind  workers. 

The  expense  of  the  campaign  is 
being  substantially  met  by  the 
Head  Office  of  the  Institute  at 
Toronto,  thus  insuring  the  direct 
application  of  all  contributions  to 
the  purpose  intended  by  the  donors, 
namely,  the  work  for  the  blind. 

All  canvassing  for  funds  will  be 
done  by  voluntary  workers.  -^ 


SHERMAN  6HAN 
TO  APPEAR  IN 
ITAb  OCT.  28 


sianlBlind  Violinist  To 
Give  Concert  in  Royal 
Alexandra  Hotel 


Under  the  auspices  of  the  Cana- 
dian National  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
a  recital  will  be  held  In  ^^^Roval 
Alexandra     hotel.     Monda^^^WWIiil 
Oct.    28,    the    entire    program    to    be 
given  by  Sherman  Ghan.  the  blind 
violinist.   __^__ 
1      Mr.  aBHiPWB?T)orn  In  Russia.  In 
the  province  of  Kiev,  and,  although 
i  blind  since  Infanthood,  he  early  dis- 
I  the  province  of  Kiev,  and,  although 
played    remarkable    musical    ability. 
I      At  the  age  of  four  he  secured   a 
I  mandolin   from  an   unknown  source 
'  and  within  a  few  hours  was  able  to 
play    several    popular    airs.     At   the 
;  age  of  six  he   took   part   In  several 
!  concerts,     delighting     his     audience  | 
with  his  marked  ability,  and  a  few 
months  later  conducted  an  orchestra,  | 
consisting  of   a   mandolin,    a   guitar 
1  and  a  Russian  balalaika.    The  mem- 1 
'  bers  of  this  orchestra  ranged  from  | 
15  to  18  years  of  age.  i 

Prom  that  time  on,  Mr.  Ghan 
never  found  any  difficulty  in  playing 
stringed  Instruments,  and  though  at 
the  time  totally  unfamiliar  with  mu- 
sical theory,  his  orchestra  bore  the 
charm  of  harmony  and  melody,    . 

It  is  often  said  that   the  deprlva-i 
tlon     of     one     sense   renders   other 
senses   more   acute.     This   has   been 
especially   true   in   Mr.    Ghan's   case, 
and.    under  such   compensation,   Mr. 
Ghan  found  light  In  darkness. 
Early  Musical  Development  Checked 
Mr.  Ghan's  early  advancement  was 
checked   by   the   Russian   revolution, 
when  very  little  thought  was   given 
to  the  development  of  any  talent  Ir- 1 
respective    of    character   or    circum-J 
stance.  .,       J 


Riots,  starvation  and  plague,  f)rf- 
vailed  throughout  Russia,  but  still 
the  musical  instinct  did  not  fail  to 
live  In  the  sightless  child.  His  in- 
struments were  destroyed  by  fire,  to- 
gether with  his  parental  home,  but 
despite  adversity,  music  was  still , 
his  aim.  and  drinking  glasses  and 
bottles  were  substitute  instruments 
on  which  he  produced  wonderful 
treble   effects. 

A  strange  incident  In   the  experf^ 
ence  of  the  young  musician's  life  f«i'| 
related  during  one  of  the  periods  of' 
f rightfulness  In  Russia.     When  Den- 
icken   and  his  party   terrorized   and 
plundered   the   country,    a   few    con-^ 
federates  of  the  famous  vandal  en-' 
tered  Mr.  Ghan's  home  with  the  in-, 
tention  of  robbing  and  perhaps  mur-^ 
dering,   when    suddenly   the   eyes   of  i 
the  leader  fell  on  a  strange  Instru-' 
ment  constructed   by  the  blind  boy. 
It   was  a  box   consisting     of     card-  i 
board   and   two   pieces   of  flat  wood 
with     three      cat-gut     strings      and 
tuned  by  means   of  the  cog  wheels 
of   an   old    clock.     The   Cossack   de- 
manded immediate  information  as  to 
the    use   of    this    mysterious    article, 
whereupon   Mr.   Ghan   gave   a  brief 
explanation,  referring  to  It  In  proud 
terms  as  a  musical  instrument,  and 
thereon       produced       the       popular 
"Stenka  Rosen,  which  not  only  turn- 
ed  the   villains   into  an   appreciative 
audience,    but   resulted    in    a   gift  of 
25  rubles  which  was  the  means     of 
providing    bread    for    the    household  | 
for  a   brief  period.  » I 

Migrated  to  Canada 
Mr.  Ghan  came  to  Canada  in  1922, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1923  became  a 
pupil  of  the  Ontario  School  for  the 
iiJlind,  where  he  studied  the  lan- 
guage as  well  as  receiving  instruc- 
tion on  the  piano  and  lessons  in 
theory.  Here  he  also  took  an  active 
part  in  the  study  of  the  drama,  hav- 
ing portrayed  the  characters  of  Shy- 
lock  in  Shakespeare's  "Merchant  of 
Venice."  The  following  year  .  he 
studied  the  violin  with  which  he 
made  phenomenal  progress  and  later 
took  up  piano  tuning. 

j      In    1929    he    was    recommended    to 

j  the  Toronto  Conservatory,  where  he 

''  received  instruction  under  the  sup- 
ervision of  Doctor  Von  Cunitz. 

I  Mr.  Ghan  can  scarcely  be  termed 
a  genius,  as  he  is  not  an  eccentric. 

I  He  takes  a  keen  interest  in  litera- 
ture, attends  lectures  and  has  a 
great  love  of  poetry,  and  is  gifted  in 
writing  verse.  He  is  very  fond  of 
his  fellow  creatures  and  makes 
friends  irrespective  of  class  or  creed. 
Mr.  Ghan's  recital  promises  an 
evening  of  enjoymont  to  his  audi- 
ence, in  anticipation  of  which  he 
has  given  the  most  arduous  prepara- 
tion and  study. 

The  recital  will  be  under  the  con- 
venorship  of  Mrs.  W.  E.  Milner,  as- 
sisted by  a  committee  Including: 
Mrs.    Alex.     Melville,     Mrs.    Herbert 

'  Sellers,  Mrs.  W.  Sanford  Evans, 
Mrs.  Max  Stelnkopf.  Mrs.  Neil  John 
MacLean. 

Tickets  may  be  procured  from  all 
members  of  the  Women's  Auxiliary 
to    Uj«    Institute    for    the    Blind      or 

from  any  member  of  the  committee 
The  proceeds  will  be  used  to  further 
Mr.   Ghan's   musica;    studies.  i 
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/WELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND. 
Reports  of  the  activities  of  the  Montreal 
Association  for  the  Blind,  as  reviewed  in  The 
Gazette  yesterday,  shew  very  clearly  th^t, 
through  the  services  they  are  able  to  renddr, 
the  blind  occupy  a  very  important  place  in  t]ie 
community.  This  association  has  been  in  exift- 
ence  now  for  twenty-one  years.  In  that  tii/ie, 
considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the 
j matter  of  education,  vocational  guidance  and 
'providing  occupations  for  the  sightless,  and 
finding  markets  for  the  goods  these  people 
make.  It. was  stated  in  the  annual  report  of 
the  organization  that  in  little  over  two  decades 
j  wages  paid  to  the  blind  have  grown  from  §550, 
[in  1908,  to  $33,000  last  year.  The  annual  in- 
come from  the  sale  of  goods  increased  in  the 
same  period  from  $752  to  $67,296.  When  the 
association  was  formed,  employment  was  found 
for  only  four  blind  persons.  At  the  present 
tim.e  upwards  of  fifty  men  and  women  are  re- 
gularly employed,  and  from  the  original  rented 
workrbom  have  sprung  two  modern  buildings 
with  floor  space  of  30,300  square  feet,  and  occu- 
pying a  land  site  of  400,000  squai-e  feet,  the 
property  of  the  association.  It  is  an  outward 
and  visible  sign  not  only  of  sound  administra- 
tion, but  of  courageous  work.  The  number  of 
adult  blind  obtaining  training  and  employment 
at  the  workshops  is  increasing  each  year,  and 
the  school  records  bear  testimony  to  the  splen- 
did work  that  is  being  done  to  instruct  the  blind 
and  partially  blind  boys  and  girls  who  attend 
the  classes. 

Not  a  little  of  the  credit  for  this  admirable, 
showing  may  be  attributed  justly  to  the  altru- 
istic efforts  of  Mr.  P.  E.  Layton,  president  of 
|t.i^  association,  and  Mrs.  Layton,  and  recogni- 
Ition  of  the  fact  was  made  at  Tuesday's  meeting. 
Mr.  Layton,  in  acknowledging  the  thanks  that 
were  accorded  him  for  his  work  for  the  blind 
people  of  Canada,  stated  that  several  years  be- 
fore he  began  these  particular  labors  in  1908 
he  had  considered  that  this  special  work  was 
his.,  and  to  Mrs.  Layton  is  due  the  tribute  that 
she  has  always  felt  it  was  her  business  to  help 
her  husband  in  this  work.  Another  man  who 
did  much  for  the  blind  was  Sir  Arthur  Pearson, 
a  former  English  newspaper  proprietor.  Over- 
come by  blindness,  he  retired  from  journalism 
in  1912  and  devoted  himself  for  the  i-est  of  his 
days  to  the  welfare  of  those  similarly  afflicted, 
especially  soldiers  and  sailors.  And  Sir  Arthur 
Pearson  was  wont  to  say  that  sympathy  was 
jthe  one  thing  of  which  he  and  his  fellow-suf- 
[ferer".  stood  in  no  need.  "  Don't  come  here  and 
[pity  us,"  he  said  on  one  occasion  at  St.  Dun- 
atan's  Lodge,  in  Regent's  Park,  London,  which 
lodge  he  had  converted  into  a  hostel  and  train- 
ing centre  for  the  blind;  "  come  and  help  us  to 
feel  that  we  require  no  pity."  The  same  reso- 
lute sentiment  animates  Mr.  Layton  and  his 
co-workers  of  the  Montreal  Association  for  the 
Blind,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  learn  from  the 


ji-eport  of  Colonel  R.  Starke,  the  honorary  treas- 
urer, that  "  the  general  public  have  responded 
well  to  the  appeal  made  by  the  association," 
thereby  materially  helping  a  steady  increase 
in  the  benefits  given  through  the  association 
to  the  blind.  What  has  been  achieved  in  the 
past  is  substantial  basis  for  confidence  that 
future  efforts  will  accomplish  much  of  what 
remains  to  be  done  for  the  welfare  of  these 
deserving  people. 

VicTo  n  a,  B -C.  ^    CoUnisT 


Jtnstitute  for  Blind  Asks  for 
Co-operation  of  Employers; 
Efficient  Workers  Supplied 


Idian  National  Institute 
id  has  for  its  special 
fl^  to  find  employment 
bd  pSreons  in  which  they  can 
rood  work  as  those  who  can 
see  and  can  prove  efficient  and 
valuable  employees,  and,  secondly, 
after  a  job  has  been  secured,  to  co- 
operate with  and  assist  their  clients 
in  making  a  success  of  the  under- 
taking and  overcoming  any  diffi- 
culties that  may  be  encountered. 

In  finding  the  right  man  for  the 
Job,  and  the  job  for  the  man,  blind- 
ness is  merely  one  of  the  many  in- 
cidental factors.  Other  conditions, 
'such  as  the  mental  ability  of  the 
worker,  his  general  health  and  tem- 
perament and  the  nature  of  the 
work,  affect  employability  as  much 
as  lack  of  sight. 

EFFICIENCY   SOUGHT 

The  blind  worker  must  aim  at 
the  same  degree  of  efficiency  at- 
tained by  the  average  sighted  em- 
ployee in  the  same  task.  The  factor 
of  blindness  will  not  be  adduced  as 
an  excuse  for  slow  or  slovenly  or 
subnormal  results. 

The  institute  is  more  insistent  on 
this  point  that  the  most  exacting 
employer  could  possibly  be. 

Because  of  the  fact  that  most 
persons  are  industrial  workers,  and 
since  the  blind  group  Is  merely  a 
cross-section  of  the  ordinary  popu- 
lation, it  is  found  that  the  prob- 
lems of  manual  workers  are  far 
more  numerous  than  those  of  the' 
business  or  professional  workers.  i 
INSTANCE  CITED 

A  case  is  point  Is  that  of  the 
Steel  Company  of  Canada.  Contact 
was  first  established  with  the  man- 
agement of  one  of  the  company's 
plants  in  Toronto.  After  a  number 
of  confei-ences,  permission  was 
■granted  to  the  institute's  representa- ' 
tlve  to  go  through  the  plant  seeking 
feasible  operations  that  might  be 
performed  by  blind  workers. 

Overalls  were  donned  and  a  semi- 


automatic eight  spindle  tapping 
machine- used  for  the  threading  of 
nuts,  was  selected  and  demonstrated 
successfully,  to  the  extent  that  the 
manager  and  department  foreman 
were  willing  to  place  the  blind 
worker  on  trial. 

The  worker  was  trained  in  the 
operation  of  this  tapping  machine 
in  the  space  of  a  few  hours.  He 
.completely  mastered  the  process, 
reaching  average  production  in  the 
same  period  as  that  required  of  a 
.sighted  apprentice,  and  is  today  a 
highly  skilled  and  satisfactory  em- 
ployee, his  earnings  on  a  par  with 
his  fellow  workmen.  i 

This  result  was  the  more  gratify- 
ing as  the  man  so  placed  had  had 
no  previous  experience  with  factory 
work  of  that  character. 

The  task  of  the  institute,  how- 
ever, is  by  no  means  concluded 
[after  placement  has  been  effected. 
After  care  is  absolutely  essential 
for  successful  continuance.  Contact, 
must  be  maintained,  both  with  the 
employing  firm,  and  the  employed. 
EMPLOYER   PROTECTED  , 

Wherever  necessary  while  the] 
worker  is  being  trained  for  the  post,! 
the  institute  pays  his  living  ex-i 
penses  until  his  earning  capacity 
with  the  firm  is  demonstrated. 

If  for  any  reason  the  blind  em- 
ployee proves  undesirable,  the  in- 
stitute undertakes  to  remove  him, 
finding  a  new  position  for  whif'h  he 
may  be  better  fitted. 

The   employer   is   not  taxed  with 
responsibility      for      the      perpetual 
care  of  the  blind  v^'orker,  and  ne^ 
not   be   concerned   about    his    wel 
fare  when  he  outgrows  his  useiii" 
ness  as  an  industrial  unit.        J 
I     The  institute  considers  it  of  vital  j 
{importance   to   foster  the  good-will 
;  of  the  employer,  and  his  continued 
:  co-operation,    to    leave    wide    open 
I  every  possible  avenue  of  opportunity 
for  the  blind  of  the  community,  that 
jthe  failure  of  any  one  chance  in- 
I  dividual   may   not   be   visited   upon 
i  the  group. 


MANUFACTURERS    AID 

j  The  Canadian  Manufacturers'  As- 
sociation, both  officially.  and 
i  through  its  president  aixfl  individual 
!  members,  has  expressed  its  desire 
:to  fully  co-operate  with  the  insti- 
tute in  its  placement  programme. 

Here,  they  feel,  it  is  chance  to 
j  aid  in  a  real  constructive,  relief 
(measure.  Many  men  of  large  means 
'and  generous  intent,  are  none  the 
less  antagonized  by  constant  ap- 
j  peals  for  a  charity  that  merely 
,  pauperizes  instead  of  helping  men 
;  unfortunate  for  one  reason  or  an- 
1  other,  to  get  on  their  feet. 

It  is  the  endeavor  of  the  insti- 
tute to  develop  this  wider  field  of 
!  employment  to  a  point  where  a 
place  for  all  employable  blind 
[Workers  with  an  average  productive 
capacity,  can  be  found  in  the  busi- 
Iness  and  industry  oV  Canada;  and 
j  where,  standing  shoulder  to  shoulder 
I  with  their  sighted  fellow  workers, 
I  instead  of  in  segregated  employ- 
I  ment,  their  sense  of  normal  cont? ' 
and  friendly  association  may  be 
■stored  and  maintained. 


yicTar ia-,  B C,    Cale-nisT 
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)gress   Mas   Deen 
In  Connection  With 
iap|t\ng   Themselves 
raft  Trades 
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EXPERIENCES 

ARE  RELATED 


I  

,•  Through  the  unceasing  efforts  of 
the  Ca^nadlan  National  Institute  for 
the  Blind,  opportunities  for  work  are 
opening  up  to  the  adult  blind  alon? 
avenues  that  even  a  short  while  ago 
were  deemed  irretrievably  closed  to 
them. 

After  all,  the  law  of  fitness  and 
selection  applies  just  the  same  to 
the  blind  worker  as  to  the  men  and 
women  of  normal  sight  looking  for 
a  job. 

J  The  question  is,  v;hat  have  they 
done  before,  if  anything?  How  cap- 
ably did  they  perform  their  work, 
and  how  partially  or  completely  are 
they  incapacitated  from  continuing 
work  along  the  same  lines. 

There  is  no  more  occasion  for  the 
adult  woman,  stricken  suddenly  with 


loss  of  sight,  to  sit  moping  at  home! 
in  Idleness  and  misery  for  the  rest  I 
of  her  days  than  for  the  blinded! 
man  halted  temporarily — perhapxs  at 
the  zenith  of  his  career. 

There  is  work  for  both  to  do,  and 
the  institute  sets  out  to  find  It. 
OPPORTUNITIES    OPEN 

The  blinded  woman  will  naturally 
gravitate  in  the  direction  of  her. 
previous  experience  and  predilec- 
tions. If  she  is  domestically  inclined 
and  has  never  ventured  forth  in  the 
business  world,  she  will  prefer  some 
activity  according  to  her  capabili- 
ties that  wUl  enable  her  to  remain 
at  hqme. 

The  business  woman,  on  the  other 
hand,  will  seek  an  outlet  as  nearly 
as  possible  like  the  work  she  knows 
about  and  understands. 

Nothing  is  changed  in  the  person, 
except  the  single  factor  of  sight,  and 
this  lack  is  compensated  for  In  aji 
incredibly  short  time  by  a  manual 
dexterity  which,  while  it  can  never 
take  the  place  of  sight,  can  and  does 
enable  its  possessor  to  remain  a 
contented  and  useful  member  of  the 
community. 

The  former  domestic  workers  for 
the  most  part  prefer  to  stay  at  home 
where  their  resources  are  by  no 
means  exhaused  when  the  household 
tasks  that  they  learn  to  accomplish 
with  comparative  ease,  are  com- 
pleted. 

Knitting  or  sewing,  the  weaving 
of  mats  and  rugs,  basket  making, 
relaxing  games  especially  adapted  to 
the  blind,  or  Braille  reading,  all 
these  are  supplied  and  taught  them 
by  the  home  teachers  of  the  institute 
who,  themselves  blind,  come  to  their 
homes  uniquely  equipped  to  under- 
stand their  initial  difHculties  and 
discouragements,  to  help  them  ad- 
Just  themselves  to  their  new  condi- 
tion and  retain  their  inspirational 
place  in  the  household  as  mother, 
wife   or  sister. 

FACTORY  IN  TORONTO 

For  the  blind  business  '  woman. 
Increased  opportunities  are  dally 
presenting  themselves. 

The  National  Instiute,  first  to 
recognize  the  need  for  employment 
as  well  as  for  i-easons  of  self- 
support  has  to  keep  up  the  courage 
and  morale  of  these  sightless  women, 
operates  a  factory  in  Toronto,  until 
a  year  and  a  half  ago  the  only  one 
of  its  kind  in  the  world  where  blind 
women  and  girls  operate  electrically- 
driven  sewing  machines,  making 
aprons,  smocks  and  house  dresses. 

During  the  past  eighteen  months, 
two  similar  factories  have  been 
established,  one  in  Boston,  Mass., 
and  the  other  by  the  Winnipeg 
branch  of  the  National  Institute. 
The  pieces  are  cut  and  assembled 
and  these  workers  do  all  the  nnlfh- 
ing,  even  to  buttonhole  maklnaf* 

But  in  seeking  a  wider  field  oyem- 
ployment  the  institut^fe  constantly 
scouring  the  fact<jriM»^nd  industrial 
plants,   employing   sighted   workers. 


searciiing  out  and  finding  depart- 
ments wherever  feasible,  wherein 
thoy  can  place  the  blinded  worker 
who,  responding  quickly  to  the 
hecessary  tuition  and  trainin.g,  r,ocn 
occupies  her  rightful  place  in  ability 
and  earning  power. 

The  institute  seeks  the  post, 
an-anges  for  a  preliminary  demon- 
stration of  the  ability  of  the  blind 
applicant  and  pays  her  living  ex- 
penses if  needed  until  she  becomes 
fully  self-supporting  in  the  work. 
Blind  women  liave  proven  particu- 
larly efficient  in  candy  '.'actorles, 
dipping  and  packing  the  chocolates. 

Likewise,  in  tea-packii^  plants, 
where  the  first  operator  introduced 
by  the  institute  was  not  only  blind 
but  deaf.  Despite  the  many  mis- 
givings expressed  by  the  manage- 
ment who,  though  deeply  sympa- 
thetic, yet  feared  this  double  dis- 
ability an  insuperable  bar,  this  girl 
became  an  expert  at  her  work,  in  a 
very  short  tirne  exceeding  the  nor- 
mal wage.. 

Another  blind  girl,  wTappijig  golf 
baJl  cores  in  one  of  the  great  rubber 
plants  of  the  Dominion,  in  the  :1rst 
week  of  her  employment,  reached 
the  normal  production  rate  of  75 
cents  to  85  cents  an  hour,  although 
she  had  never  engaged  in  any  kind 
of  factory  work  before. 

WORK  IN  INDUSTRY 

The  Westinghouse  Electric  Com- 
pany, Limited,  eager  to  co-operat-e 
with  the  institute,  took  on  a  totally 
blind  girl  who  had  done  no  previous 
work  of  any  kind.  After  the  first 
few  days  she  attained  the  basis  of 
piecework  loading  and  unloading  a 
machine  for  the  painting  of  electric 
light  bulbs.  Three  hundred  bulbs 
an  hour  are  painted  on  this  ma- 
chine, the  blind  operator  handling 
each  bulb  twice  in  the  process. 

Referring  to  another  blind  worker 
in  a  letter  written  to  the  institute 
regarding  her  work,  the  De  Forest 
Radio  Corpwration,  Limited,  speaks 
of  her  remarkable  progress.  "Her 
work  Is  straight  asembly  work  where 
luick,  deft  fingers  are  absolutely 
necessary,  and  she  has  on  many 
occasions  exceeded  t^ie  production  of 
workers  of  normal  sl^ht." 

Also  as  typists  and^  dictaphone 
operators,  bUnd  ofBce  workers  are 
oro\'lng  more  than  ordinarily  cfjfl- 
".lent.  Advanced  by  these  results, 
far  beyond  the  experimental  r,tage, 
the  Institute,  assured  of  the  hearty 
co-operation  of  leaders  In  business 
and  industry'  alike,  is  heartened  it 
the  tremendous  field  of  opoortunity. 
opening  up  to  its  blind  workers.^^ 


^s 
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SVIeeting  aX  Government 
H'oU^e  ^^ts  Up  Organiza- 
tiori  for  f^ublic  Appeal  in 
Week  of  November  4 


INSTITUTE'S  WORK 
IS  EXPLAINED 


The  committee  appointed  for  the 
purpose  of  furthering  the  campaign 
bf  the  Canadian  National  Institute 
tor  the  Blind  met  at  Government 
Hoxise  yesterday  morning.  In  wel- 
Jpoming  the  gathering  of  representa- 
ive  citizens,  Hon.  R.  R.  Bruce 
itated  that  the  invitation  to  meet 
t  Government  House  had  been  ex- 
ended  to  the  committee  because  he 
"corLsidered  it  was  the  most  appro- 
priate place  in  which  to  hold  the 
meeting.  He  did  not  intend  to 
ispeak  himself,  being  present  for  the 
lupose  of  listening,  and  wished  the 
iommittee  all  success  in  the  f  urther- 
if  its  plans. 

Mr.  Fred  Landsberg,  chairman  ol 
;he  local  committee,  explained  the 
bjects  of  the  meeti.ig,  which  was 
obtain  the  different  views  and 
opinion  from  the  members  as  to  the 
best  methods  to  be  employed  in 
ral-sing  Victoria's  portion  of  British 
Columbia's  quota.  There  was  a 
minimum  of  $150,000  for  the  prov- 
ince, of  which  Victorians  were  ex- 
Ipected  to  subscribe  $50,000. 

Mr.  Meryll  C.  Robinson,  district 
'superintendent  of  the  institute,  with 
|headquarters  at  Vancouver,  told  of 
jwhat  was  being  done  there  in  the 
interests  of  the  blind.  A  broom  fac- 
tory was  in  operation,  where  10,000 
dozen  brooms  were  made  by  blind 
people  last  year,  giving  employment 
to  twenty-five  people,  all  blind  but 
three,  a  foreman  and  two  boys. 
Then  there  was  a  basketry  depart- 
ment In  all  branches,  people  from 
all  parts  of  the  province,  Victoria 
included,  coming  there  for  tuition. 
The  blind  were  taught  to  knit, 
crochet  and  do  other  things,  which 
helped  them  forget  their  afflictions. 


EXAMPLE  OF  EAST 

Dr.  MacDonald,  secretary  of  the 
institute,  told  of  what  had  been 
accomplished  in  the  East.  He  had 
just  come  from  the  Maritime  Prov- 
inces, where  $250,000  had  been 
raised  as  an  endowment  fund.  The 
Bi-itish  Columbia  quota  would  pro- 
vide ar  building  that  would  house  all 
the  activities  under  one  roof,  cen- 
tralize .  the  work  and  give  the  in- 
mates some  protection  in  case  of 
fire.  The  present  premises  in  Van- 
couver were  not  fireproof  by  any 
means,  which  was  a  serious  matter. 
The  work  should  be  successful,  as 
the  placement  of  the  blind  was  no 
longer  an  experiment.  It  had  been 
demonstrated  through  constant  re- 
search that  the  methods  employed 
had  made  a  wonderful  difference  in 
the  blind  workers  towards  life.  They 
were  able  to  find  places  where  blind 
people  could  work  satisfactorily 
alongside  others  who  had  the  bless- 
ing of  sight.  This  matter  of  place- 
ments was  the  m.ost  important  phase 
of  all.  The  blind  did  not  want 
charity;  they  wanted  to  be  able  to 
support  themselves. 

CONFLICT    OF    APPEALS 

Sir  Percy  Lake,  who  attended  on 
behalf  of  the  Ex-Service  Men's  As- 
sociations, as  chairman  of  the  Ar- 
mistice Day  Committe,  spoke  in  con- 
nection with  the  conflict  of  appeals 
that  would  be  made  in  Victoria 
during  the  allotted  week.  While  the 
ex-service  men  appreciated  the 
urgency  of  the  appeal  which  the 
Canadian  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind  was  making,  having  three 
thousand  comrades  who  had  no  eyes 
to  see,  it  was  the  only  occasion 
which  they  considered  could  be  ap- 
propriately used  for  their  annual 
appeal,  which  it  was  their  duty  to 
make  on  behalf  of  veterans  and 
their  dependents  who  were  in  need 
of  assistance.  When  the  announce- 
ment was  made  that  the  appeal  of 
the  Canadian  National  Institpte  for 
the  Blind  was  to  be  made  a'oout 
the  anniversary  of  Armistice  Day, 
they  were  taken  aback.  It  would 
be  detrimental  to  the  success  of  the 
soldier  organization's  appeal.  Efforts 
had  been  made  to  have  the  dates 
altered,  but  unfortunately  the  efforts 
were  not  successful,  the  campaign 
having  been  arranged  and  all  de- 
tails concluded  as  long  ago  as  July 
last.  There  had  been  consultations 
with  Mr.  Landsberg  in  connection 
with  a  rearrangement  recently,  with 
the  result  that  both  appeals  are  to 
be  made  simultaneously  to  the 
people  of  Victoria,  with  an  entire  ab- 
sence of  compefTtlon  on  the  part 
of  the  committees  handling  the 
campaigns. 

Mr.  Landsberg  expressed  his 
pleasure  in  regard  to  there  being 
no  clashes  of  a  competitive  charac- 
ter in  connection  with  the  two  cam- 
paigns. While  the  ex-sendee  organ- 
izations' appeal  was  a  yearly  one, 
the  Canadian  National  Institute  for 
the   Blind   had    but   one   appeal    in 


view.  There  would  be  no  other.  The" 
two  organizations  would  work  in 
harmony. 

OPPOSED   TO   CLASH 

Mr.  W.  B.  Lanigan  stated  that  he 
did  not  care  to  be  associated  with 
anything  that  did  not  promise  suc- 
cess. He  instanced  several  of  the 
appeals  which  were  fresh  in  the 
minds  of  Victoria  people,  the, 
cathedral,  the  Y.M.C.A.,  a  social  i 
service  campaign  was  underway,  and ' 
on  top  of  all  this  the  stock  market 
had  collapsed  that  very  morning. 
It  was  inadvisable  to  put  on  this 
campaign  on  practically  the  same 
day  as  that  on  which  the  ex-service 
men  were  appealing.  The  public 
would  put  up  for  one,  but  not  for 
both.  While  willing  to  support  the 
'fund  personally,  he  did  not  think 
|it  was  a  good  time  to  ask  tiie  public 
jto  subscribe. 

'  Considering  that  there  was  every 
chance  of  raising  the  amount  set 
for  Victoria,  those  present  appointed 
a  committee  to  select  one  hundred 
names  from  a  list  of  two  thousand 
already  prepared,  who  were  to  be 
approached  for  substantial  dona- 
tions as  a  nucleus  to  the  fund,  this 
committee  to  also  appoint  others,  as 
well  as  captains  and  lieutenants. 
The  committee  appointed  consisted 
of  Mayor  Anscomb,  Mr.  P.  B. 
Fowler,  Mr.  F.  E.  Winslow  and  Mr. 
R.  Hayward,  M.P.P.  There  will  be 
a  luncheon  of  committee  men,  cap- 
tains and  lieutenants  in  Spencer's 
dining-room  today  at  noon,  and  a| 
meeting  in  the  Memorial  Hall  on 
Saturday  for  organization  purposes.' 
It  was  announced  at  the  meeting 
that  Mr.  J.  S.  H.  Matson  had  granted 
the  use  of  a  store  on  Bread  Street, 
which  was  to  be  used  as  campaign 
headquarters.  Present  at  the  meet- 
ing were  Lieutenant-Governor  Bruce, 
Mayor  Anscomb,  Sir  Percy  Lake,  Sir 
Frank  Barnard,  Senator  Barnard, 
Messrs.  R.  P.  Butchart,  J.  A.  Say- 
ward,  Capt.  J.  W.  Troup,  Messrs.  B. 
C.  Nicholas.  J.  W.  Spencer.  M.  0. 
Robinson  and  wife.  Dr.  MacDonald, 
Mr.  F.  E.  Winslow,  Mr.  W.  B.  Lani- 
jgan,  Chairman  F.  Landsberg,  Sec- 
[retary  G.  S.  McTavish,  Treasurer  R. 
F.  Taylor. 

For  the  purpose  of  enabling  the 
public  to  contri'oute  to  this  fund  on 
the  instalment  plan,  it  was  ex- 
plained that  those  Vv-ho  might  not 
desire  to  make  a  cash  donation  could 
put  their  names  down  for  any 
amount,  and  which  would  not  be 
required  until  the  work  on  the  build- 
ing progressed,  or  at  the  rate  of 
four  quarterly  payments  extending 
over  a  year. 
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Iganiorive" 
in  aidjolind 

Volunteer  Workers  Are  Enrolled  to 
Tal(c  Part  in  Campaign  for 
/  /Fuods  for  Building 

Furt-per  'forward  steps  for  the 
coming  drive  for  the  sum  of  $50,000 
as  Victoria's  share  In  the  erection 
of  a  $110,000  fireproof  building  for 
the  blind  of  British  Columbia,  were 
taken  at  a  special  luncheon  meeting, 
held  yesterday  in  David  Spencer's  | 
private  dining-room. 

Sixty  persons  were  deputize.., 
each  to  be  responsible  ^or  five 
workers.  Each  worker  will  be  given 
a  caxd  with  the  names  of  twelve 
citizens,  who  will  be  approached 
for  funds  during  the  week  of  Novem- 
ber 4-9.  November  2  was  set  as  the 
date  for  a  final  organization  meet- 
ing in  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
auditorium,  when  all  workers  will  be 
in  attendance. 

Committee  rooms,  situated  on 
Broad  Street,  close  to  Viev/  Street, 
will  be  opened  next  week,  and  will 
be  occupied  by  a  number  of  volun- 
teer lady  workers.  Yesterday  Mr. 
Fred  Landsberg,  campaign  chair- 
man, Mayor  Herbert  Anscom.^,  Mr. 
Merril  C.  Robinson,  western  super- 
intendent of  the  Canadian  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind,  and  Mr.  H. 
T.  RavenhOl  were  among  the  speak- 
ers at  the  luncheon. 


LIHN'S  ARREST 


Incendiarism   Suspected   by 

Police  in  Cavell  Avenue 

Outbreak 


A  few  minutes  after  FgrJjjiCT  C. 
Thompson,  a  blind  aMWtefttfi.*"  had  b33n 
placed  under  arrest  at  his  houss  at  75 
Cavell  Avenue  at  1  o'clock  this  (Wed- 
nesday) morning  on  a  drunk  charge 
lire  broke  out  In  the  place  under  condi- 
tions giving  rise  to  a  police  suspicion  of 
incendiarism. 

At  1  a.m.  Sergeant  Gunnell  of  No.  8 
Station  was  called  to  the  house,  where 
he  found  that  Mrs.  Thompson  and  her 
children  had  allegedly  been  put  out  by 
Thompson,  who  had  then  locked  the 
door.  When  Thompson  finally  emerged 
Sergeant  Gunnell  arrested  him  on  a 
charge  of  being  drunk  and  took  him  to 
the  station. 


pT*fie  officer  had  hardly  arrived  there 
with  his  prisoner  when  word  was  re- 
ceived that  the  Thompson  house  was 
on  Are.  After  the  Fire  Department  had 
quelled  the  flames  with  no  damage,  It 
was  found,  according  to  the  police,  that 
papers  had  been  set  aflame  under  the 
cellar  staircase. 

Two  weeks  ago  a  previous  fire  In  the 
same  house,  of  unknown  cause,  result- 
ed in  $300  damage. 
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DEPUTATION  TO 
ASK  PREMIER  FOR 
BLIND  PENSIONS 
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fonference    Arranged    With 
Rt.  Hof^fW.  L.  Mackenzie 
for  Friday 


velegBes  from  Manitoba  and  SaS' 
l^tchevvSn    have    arranged    a    con- 

rence  for  Friday  morning  at  the 
Fort  Garry  hotel  with  Rt.  Hon.  W. 
L.  Mackenzie  King  to  place  before 
him  the  necessity  of  state  aid  and 
pensions  for  the  aged,  infirm  and 
unemployable  blind. 

The  deputation  will  also  urge 
government  assistance  to  augment 
earnings  of  the  employable  blind 
who  have  dependents,  and  provision 
for  better  education  and  training 
of  young  men  and  women  over 
21  years  of  age  who  are  suited  for 
a    professional  careeK 

A  similar  appeal  was  made  to 
Rt.  Hon.  Ramsay  MacDonald  dur- 
ing his  recent  visit  with  the  prime 
minister  at  Ottawa  to  discuss  needs 
for  such   reform. 

Representatives  of  the  blind,  in 
their  efforts  to  secure  action  from 
the  Dominion  government,  are 
stressing  results  of  the  British 
Blind  Persons  Pension  act  of  1920, 
which  makes  provisions  similar  to 
those  being  requested  in  Canada. 
Attention  is  also  being  called  to 
workings  of  the  California  Pen- 
sions   act. 


AfrOR  BLIND 
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Western ;  Association  Was 
Fpund^d  in  1913  and  Has 
Adhi^ved  a  Work  Unique 


\ 


ini 


North  America 


SALARIES  ARE  HALF 
AMOUNT  OF  GRANTS 


In  view  of  the  campaign  to  raise 
the  sum  of  $50,000  for  the  blind  of 
British  Columbia  as  Victoria's 
quota  in  the  building  of  a  properly 
equipped  institute  in  Vancouver,  it 
will  be  interesting  to  review  the 
past  history  of  the  work  of  this 
province  which  has  led  up  to  the 
drive. 

The  Western  Association  of  the 
Blind  was  founded  in  1913  by  a  few 
blind  persons  of  Vancouver  and  a 
small  number  of  sighted  friends. 
At  that  time  there  was  nothing 
being  done  for  the  blind  of  this 
province,  and  the  need  of  an  or- 
ganization of  the  blind  was  very 
great.  Then  the  Great  War  came 
and  the  association  had  great  difS- 
culty  in  existing  at  all.  Neverthe- 
less, it  achieved  one  of  the  greatest 
accomplishments  that  any  organiza- 
tion could  expect  to  achieve  in  such 
a  short  time.  A  school  for  blind 
children  was  established  on  Mel- 
ville Street,  under  the  care  of  Mrs. 
T.  Burke,  who  gave  her  home  for 
the  purpose.  Later,  the  Vancouver 
School  Board  took  charge  of  the 
school  for  the  blind,  and  in  1922  the 
Provincial  Government  amal- 
gamated it  with  the  deaf  school  in 
Point  Qrey.  Until  1916  there  had 
been  no  school  for  the  blhid  in  Can- 
ada west  of  Toronto,  and  British 
Columbia  had  been  sending  all 
blind  children  to  Eastern  schools. 
A  few  years  ago,  when  radios  came 
into  our  homes,  the  Western  Asso- 
ciation, with  the  aid  of  several  other 
organizations,  among  whom  was  the 
Elks'  Lodge,  put  on  a  drive  for  funds 
for  the  purpose  of  buying  and  in- 
stalling radios  in  the  homes  of  many 
of  the  blind  of  this  province.  At 
present  the  Association  is  establish- 
ing a  knitting,  class  for  blind  women 
Formerly  there  had  been  very  little 
done  for  blind  women  In  this  prov- 
ince, and  we  are  glad  to  note  that 
the  class  Is  making  splendid  progress 
under  the  supervision  of  a  slghtl^s 
expert  hand  machine  knitting 
teacher.  The  Western  association 
has  always  had  great  difficulty  In 
financing  all   its   undertakings.   Al- 
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though  it  has  a  provincial  charter, 
It  does  not  receive  a  Govei'nment 
grant  or  allowance,  and  its  funds 
have  been  kept  up  by  public  gener- 
osity through  tag  days  and  dona- 
tions. When  we  stop  to  consider  the 
problems  which  this  organization 
has  had  to  cope  with,  we  realize  that 
it  has  achieved  a  work  for  the  blind 
quite  as  great  as  'any  organization 
of  its  kind  in  North  America. 

The  Canadian  National  Institute 
for  the  Blind  is  an  organization  of 
business  men.  The  members  on  the 
board  of  directors  are  chosen  by  the 
institute  itself  from  among  the 
prominent  business  men.  There  are 
only  one  or  two  blind  persons  on 
the  board,  and  these  are  almost 
strangers  to  the  organization  of  the 
blind.  It  is  readily  understood  that 
these  gentlemen  have  very  little 
I  time  to  study  the  situation  of  the 
blind  and  leave  much  of  the  run- 
ning cf  affairs  to  the  salaried  offi- 
cials. The  branch  of  the  institute  in 
British  Columbia,  which  terms  itself 
the  Western  Division,  receives  Gov- 
ernment grants  both  from  this  prov- 
ince and  Alberta  amounting  to  a 
sum  of  between  $25,000  and  $40,000 
per  annum.  The  institute  employs 
about  twenty-five  civilian  blind  per- 
sons and  almost  half  that  number 
of  sighted  persons  to  direct  the  work 
of  the  blind.  The  total  amount  of 
the  salaries  paid  to  sighted  officials 
and  their  staff  is  at  least  half  the 
sum  of  the  grants,  and  many  of  the 
officials'  salaries  are  double  that  of 
any  one  civilian  blind  employee. 
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ice  Men 
yj  '^Aear  Address 
r  /  1;^^  "^^^  of  Blind 

\  yfR.  Fred  Landsberg  and 
^^^  Mr.  M.  C.  Robinson, 
superintendent  of  the  Western 
division  of  the  Canadian  Na- 
tional Institute  for  the  Blind, 
will  addi-ess  a  special  meeting 
for  ex-service  men  in  the 
auditorium  of  the  Pro  Patria 
branch  of  the  Canadian 
Legion  tonight  at  7:30  o'clock. 
A  cordial  invitation  is  ex- 
tended to  all  ex-service  men. 

Cdlg-Ary,  A  IT  I,    t/<r3_ld_ 
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re  travel  on  the  city's 
^ystein  free  of  charge.  De- 
fteiid  this  privilege  was 
.  '  the  city  coiincil  last 
More  than  a  score  of  pftF 
—  benefit  by  the  decision;  it 
J.pointed  out.  by  the  Service  Club 
which  sought  il^  privilege  for  the 
Ibhnd.  ^ 
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1/gl  the  present  week  a  collection  cam- 
paigif  is^tfe  be  conducted  in  the  province  to  raise 
a  sum  of  $150,000  to  erect  a  permanent  home  in 
Vancouver  for  the  Canadian  National  Institute 
for  the  Blind.  The  work  already  carried  out  on 
behalf  of  the  blind  in  British  Columbia  and 
throughout  the  Dominion,  has  been  of  a  sub- 
stantial character.  It  is  proposed  in  this  province 
to  put  it  on  a  more  permanent  basis  by  having  a 
sufficiently  adequate  headquarters  where  those 
who  suffer  from  loss  of  eyesight  will  be  given 
training  and  employment  under  conditions  which 
will  ease  their  lot  In  life,  while  enabling  them  to 
maintain  their  self-respect.  The  hope  is  that  a 
sum  of  $50,000  can  be  collected  towards  the  fund 
In  Victoria  and  vicinity. 

The  Institute  for  the  Blind  was  Incorporated 
in  1918,  thq  last  year  of  the  Great  War,  and  un- 
doubtedly the  work  received  its  first  great  im- 
petus In  an  organized  way  because  of  the  num- 
ber of  those  who  returned  from  Flanders  and 
other  fighting  areas  deprived  of  their  sight.  Since 
then  it  has  accomplished  a  most  useful  work. 
Its  plan  of  operations  comprises  the  registration 
of  all  blind  persons.  When  their  needs  and  in- 
clinations are  ascertained  they  are  trained  for 
work  and  then  employment  is  found  for  them. 
The  Institute  in  this  province  operates  a  broom 
factory  and  a  basket  shop.  It  provides  raw  ma- 
terials for  blind  persons  working  in  their  own 
homes.  It  engages  in  home-teaching,  in  reading 
land  writing.  In  sewing  and  knitting  and  in  light 
handicrafts.  Assistance  is  given  to  blind  persons 
who  are  needy.  It  has  a  free  library  service,  and 
beyond  all  this  relief  it  conducts  a  campaign  to 
prevent  blindness  and  to  conserve  the  sight  of 
the  semi-blind. 

In  British  Columbia  the  Institute,  through  a 
Provincial  Government  grant,  and  from  other 
sources,  is  assured  of  $23,000  for  the  current  year. 
It  needs  $33,000  to  carry  on  the  work  planned. 
Over  and  above  this  amount  money  is  required 
for  the  erection  of  a  building  at  Vancouver  and 
for  its  maintenance  and  endowment.  The  build- 
ing fund  is  the  cause  of  the  present  campaign  for 
a  sum  of  $150,000.  Of  this  amount  it  is  proposec 
to  expend  $100,000  for  a  building  and  site;  $10,00( 
to  make  up  the  deficit  in  the  budget  for  the  cur- 
rent year,  and  $40,000  as  the  nucleus  of  an  en- 
dowment fund.  In  the  work  of  raising  this  spe- 
cial fund  there  is  every  reason  to  hope  that  th( 
Provincial  Government  and  all  municipalities  in- 
terested will  make  grants.  The  balance,  what- 
ever it  may  be,  will  depend  on  public  philan- 
thropy. The  present  campaign  is  a  test  of  the 
humanity  of  the  public,  their  attitude  towards 
the  blind  and  their  willingness  to  assist  in  the 
most  substantial  way  towards  setting  them  on 
their  feet,  and  overcoming,  so  far  as  they  can 
be  overcome,  the  handicaps  under  which  they 
labor.  There  Is  every  reason  to  hope  that  the 
response  will  be  generous  to  the  extent  of  real- 
izing to  the  full  the  hopes  of  the  Canadian  Na- 
tional Institute  for  the  Blind.  ^ 
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Blind  Will  Bfe  "^ 

[€trests  At  Sympn^^ 

1  As  a  result  of  the  recent  bridge 
jp3tiM)rei-'*l5y  the  municipal  chap-' 
'- — 'LaflaE.,  $76.00  was  added  to  the  , 
.su^^^nds  it  was  leam<><i  at  the  j 
>vemb6^eetlng  of  the  chapter  on 
lursday  at  the  Macdonald  writing 
._jm.  The  regent,  Mrs.  W.  Duncan,  I 
Smith,  presided.  Reports  from  pri- 
mary chapters  included  those  of 
Westward  Ho,  which  this  month  has 
contributed  a.  library  to  a  country 
school  where  the  pupils  are  mostly 
of  French-Canadian  and  Ukrainian 
origin,  and  Fort  Augustus  which  was 
Instrumental  in  securing  admission 
for  blind  people  of  the  city,  and  their 
escorts  to  the  symphony  concert  on 
Sunday  night,  through  the  courtesy 
of  the  symphony  management  . 

The  municipal  chapter  is  arrang- 
ing a  tea  and  sale  of  work  for  the 
blind  of  Edmonton  and  vicinity  in  the 
near  future.  A  standing  vote  of 
thanks  was  accorded  the  secretary  of 
the  municipal  chapter.  Mrs.  Byron 
Morrison,  for  her  excellent  report  on 
the  semi-annual  provincial  chapter 
meeting  at  Lethbridge  to  which  she 
was  relegate. 


lJeachei;^,Hcre 
o  1  eac/i  Bli/id  Pupils 

Mfos   a-  ftlcKellar,  home  teacher 
fjT  tfce  Vancouver   lastitute   oper- 
awm    urtoer    ths    auspices    of    the 
Caxldian^ational  Institute  for  the; 
Blind   Is  in  the  city  this  week  with 
her   guide.   Miss   L.   M.   Smith,   for 
one  of  her  periodical  visits  in  con- 
nection   with   the    teaching    of    the 
blind  in  Victoria.    The  enormous  im- 
portance   to    those    who    have    lost 
their  .<;ight  of  having  the  ability  to 
read  or  engage  in  such  occupations 
as   basketry,    knitting,    bag-making 
and    caning    chairs    is    stressed    by. 
Miss  McKellar,  who  is  herself  sight- 
Jess     Here,  then,  is  the  advantage 
of  lessons  in  reading  by  the  Braille 
and  Moonstype  system.5,  and  in  the 
various   handicrafts   named,   for   it 
gives  the  afflicted  ones  a  fresh  in- 
terest   in    life,    makes    them    more 
cheerful  and  helps  them  to  adjust 
themselves  to  eocieI  and  economic 
conditions.  ""• 

Miss  McKellar  has  ten  pupils  in 
Victoria  whom  rhe  visit'^  once  every 
four  v/ceks  for  instructional  purpo3ej(^ 
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iBlind  Folk  Seek  Livlihood 
'iPhfouiJtSale  oMlandicrafts 


is^llte  eyes  and  willing;,  ready  hands  are  busy  these 
fasljfcning  articles  of  varied  descriptions  for  the  blind 
ChiWfcmas  sale  in  All  Saints'  parish  hall  on  December  6. 
Miss  Fisher,  blind  teacher  of  the  National  Institute  is  di- 
Pfecting  her  pupils  of  all  ages  in  fashioning  baskets  of  many 
''shapes  and  uses,  leather  bags  and  purses,  knit  goods,  needle- 
work and  laces  to  be  disposed  of  at  this  affair.  No  article, 
which  does  not  reach  the  standard  set  by  the  institute  will  be 
allowed  entry,  and,  anxious  to  become  self-supporting  citizens, 
thes3  pupils  are  straining  for  perfection  in  their  work.  It  is  a 
human  appeal  they  make  to  ihose  more  fortunate  when  they 
seek  buyers  for  their  products. 

The  Imperial  Order  Daushters  of  the  Empire  alert  to  the  ' 
promotion  of  this  truly  patriotic  work  are  staunchly  back  of  the 
blind  in  the  vario'»-  provinces.  The  Edmonton  municipal  chap- 
ter will  .sponsor  the  sale  to  be  held  next  month.  Mrs.  William 
D.  Spencc  is  convener  of  the  auxiliary  and  will  be  in  charge  of 
the  sale  assisted  by  members  of  the  executive  and  primary 
chapters. 

BA-TDOTiTon,   Alta.,     JoLfrvBl 
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Chrismiis^ale  of  WSrk 

^'  /^  Done  b%JSlind  Next  Frida 


f  ovely  Articles  Will  Be  Dis- 
posed of  by  I.O.D.E. 
Committee 


When  the  sale  of  work  done  by  the 
blind  of  Edmonton  is  held  on  Friday 
next  at  All  Saints'  parish  hall  a  mar- 
vellous collection  of  basketry,  and 
leather  work  will  be  included  in  the 
offerings. 

Fascinating  novelty  leather  of  vari- 
ous kinds  in  rich  reds,  browns,  blues, 
greens  and  greys  has  been  fashioned 
into  beautiful  purses  and  folders  with 
compartments,  some  lined  with  white 
kid.  Utility  Bajs  in  smart  shapes  with 
lacing  and  slashing  come  in  suede 
and  novelty  leathers.  Memo  pads, 
compendiums,  comb  cases,  book 
covers  and  other  useful  things  are 
made  up  from  leathers  of  a  lovely 
quality  especially  sold  for  this  work 
by  the  National  Institute. 

The  amount  of  work  in  basketry 
which  nas  been  cone  since  the  first 
sale  for  the  blind  held  at  the  Edmon- 
ton exhibition  is  evideace  of  the  en- 
tha«'iasm  of  the  worker*  when  there 
is  a  market  m  prospect  for  their 
handiwork. 


Bon-bon  baskets  delicately  tinted  in 
pastel  colors  are  among  the  new  de- 
signs, vine  and  flower  baskets  come 
singly  and  in  pairs  in  graduated 
sizes,  ferneries  and  oblong  bulb  bas- 
kets fitted  with  zinc  Inner  sections 
are  carefully  woven  apd  attractively 
tinted  in  rich  tones.  Woven  jardin- 
ieres firmly  built  on  legs  are  inter- 
esting and  pretty.  Then  there  are 
work  baskets,  baby  baskets,  wicker 
Sandwich  plates,  and  wicker  and 
wooden  trays  m  all  shapes  for  all 
uses,  'even  a  cocktail  tray. 

Cunning  balls  knit  from  colored 
wool,  long-eared  bunny  rabbits,  knit 
and  stuffed  and  various  other  toys 
are  included  In  woolen  articles,  which 
include  children's  woollies,  bed  jack-» 
ets  and  other  materials.  Lace  of  va  f 
ous  kinds  will  also  be  included  in  ^ 
sale  which  is  being  sponsored  by  the 
Municipal  Chapter  auxiliary  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  Empire  of  which 
Mrs.  W.  D.  Spence  is  convener,  and 
which  is  sponsoring  the  work  of  the 
blind  in  Edmonton.  Other  members  of 
the  committee  are  Mrs.  W.  Duncan 
Smith,  Mrs.  A.  B.  McDonald.  Mrs.  J. 
B.  Sanborn,  Mrs.  W.  S.  Gray  and' 
Mrs.  Byron  Morrison.  ] 
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closfng  the  lieatlqOapt^rs 


ipaign  for  the  blind,  12(J3 
t-eet,  on  Saturday  evening, 

November  23,  the     chairman     and 

committee  representing  the  Wesern 
Division,  Canadian  National  Insti- 
tute for  the  Blind,  desli-e  to  thank 
all  those  persons,  organizations  and 
helpers  who  have  so  fully  con- 
tributed with  the  affectionate  in- 
terest and  understanding  of  the 
past  and  present  contemplated  work 
for  the  blind,  whereby  the  light  of 
hopefulness  will  be  instilled  into 
many  hearts  whose  self-respect  has 
been  tottering  on  the  rocks  of  iso- 
lation, creating  self-depreciation  of 
their  utility  as  working  units,  a 
sequence  of  disability,  particularly 
at  advancing  age. 

From  the  smallest  contributor  to 
the  largest,  we  have  experienced 
such  a  warmth  of  good  fellowship, 
assistance  and  expression  of  co-op- 
eration that  the  memory  of  their 
generosity  of  hearts  and  piu-ses  will 
confirm  the  faith  we  h8,d  in  the  re- 
sponse from  the  beginning. 

Victoria  can  be  proud  of  the  re- 
sponse as  typifying  in  no  mean 
material  measure  what  persons 
gifted  with  sight  owe  to  the  blind, 
for  a  revelation  of  the  good  within 
iOurselves.  The  carbon  incrustations 
formed  by  our  speeding  commercial 
life  have  been  removed  to  make 
clearer  and  revive  our  better  na- 
tures. 

"There  is  a  destiny  that  makes  us 
brothers, 

None  goes  his  way  alone. 
All  that  we  send  into  the  lives  of 
others, 

Comes  back  into  our  own." 

It  would  be  impxossible  to  enum- 
erate every  individual  contributor 
or  helper,  but  we  desire  to  say  for 
the  great  success  attained,  like  Tiny 
Tim:  "God  bless  us  every  one." 

P.   LANDSBERG, 
Chairman  Campaign  Committee. 
737  Fort  Street,  Victoria,  B.C.,  No- 
vember   26,    1929. 


JBIind  Entertained  by 

tmrn^iBm  vets'  Bsm 

Meijp^fis  and  friends  of  the  Ivux 
|n^ei»«as  Club  for  the  Blind  were 
lysts  Wmconcert  and  dance  at  the 
a#lito^lr*of  the  Canadian  National 
mstitutcT^  Portage  ave.,  Thursday 
light.  The  Army  and  Kavy  Vet- 
eran!5'  prize  band  rendered  several 
selections.  "Pop"  Stacy,  the  veteran 
dialect  comedian,  and  Tom  Chase, 
tenor,  contributed  to  the  program. 
,  Joseph  Fabey  acted  as  chairman 
jand  brief  addresses  were  givpn  by 
Messrs.  O'Malley  and  Macpherson. 
Music  for  the  dance  -was  supplied 
by   the   Allcrest  orcheslr;^. 


t^^c^-rr,  b  er     7,    /9Af 

Sale  Of  Work  ^"    ' 
Doa^H^lind 
,  ,.'ell  Patronizec 

sdfdly  bfcked  by  members  of  the 
l.Omi.'E.  threughout  the  city,  and 
splmdidly  patronized  by  citizens  in 
genern',  the  sale  of  work  done  by 
the  blind  of  Edmonton,  on  Friday 
at  All  Saints'  parish  hall,  was  a 
splendid  success.  When  six  o'clock 
came  only  a  small  portion  of  the 
jcraft  work  remained  unsold,  while 
jorders  for  many  of  the  sanyDlcs  on 
display  had  been  booked  as  well. 
The  committee  of  the  organization 
which  worked  so  whole-heai-tediy 
for  the  day's  success,  had  the  satis- 
faction of  turning  over  the  proceeds 
with  a  minimum  of  expense  for 
friends  and  business  houses  whom 
they  solicited  had  given  generously 
toward  the  tea  supplies,  decorations, 
tind  labor  in  connection  with  the 
sale  in  order  that  those  less  for- 
tunate, the  blind  of  the  community, 
might  benefit. 

Ce/g-sry,  A  ltd.,    Herald 

Dec-e-rt,  i^er    ( 0,     f9;^f 


Lovely  Gifts  at 
jjea  for  BlipMr"^ 
I      On  Saturday 


/i''»ll  arrangements  for  the  tea 
fol  tarf  blind,  which  takes  place  in 
Hitkman  hall,  Saturday  next  under 
th*.  auspicea  of  Municipal  Chapter, 
I.O.B.E.,  were  made  at  the  regular 
meeting  of  the  chapter  held  Monday 
evening  in  the  library.  The  rcgfint, 
Mr   R.  J.  G.  White  presided. 

The  public  is  being  asked  to  sup^- 
port  the  tea.  which  will  assist  the 
(blind  residents  here  to  support  th-^fm- 
'selves.  A  programme  is  being  ar- 
ranged by  the  blind  while  lovely  gifts 
also  made  by  the  blind  will  be  offer- 
ed for  sale.  There  are  about  40 
blind  persons  in  the  city,  who  are  try- 
ing to  support  themselve.";. 

The  names  of  52  families  were  dis- 
tributed to  the  primary  chapters  in 
connection  with  Christmas  cheer.  All 
ohapter.n  reported  donations  to  vari- 
ous charitable  organizations. 

Support  will  be  given  the  Royal 
Canadian  Mounted  Police  dance 
which  takes  place  in  January. 


fEumrnurfs 

PRESS  CAMPAION 
FOR  PENSIONS 

iDeleoatiM^ill  Go  To  Ottawa 

Next  l\^nth  to  Place  Views 

Before  Govt.. 


attempt  to   have    pensions   for 
'he J)lind    inaugurated   at   next  ses- 

iori  u^ijjie  Dominion  parliament 
'ill  be  made  by  the  Canadian  Fed- 
ration  of  the  Blind.  Officials  state 
dfeputation  from  the  federation 
'  ill  put  their  views  before  members 
•I  the  government  &,t  Ottawa  nexti 
:ii(inth.  ••  '. 

The  federation  wishes  to  get  In ' 
rciuch  with  every  blind  person  in 
Canada,  if  possible,  before  its  board 
of  directors  meets  in  Ottawa  early 
in  January.  P.  E.  Layton,  presi- 
dent, asks  applicants  to  state  their 
i-ok.son.s  for  requiring  pensions,  with 
particulars  of  present  salary  and 
number  of  dependents.  It  is  sug- 
gested that  members  approach  theii- 
local  member  of  parliament  with  a 
view  to  securing  his  support  for 
pension   legislation.         ^ 

Only  five  precent  of  blind  persons 
in  Canada  are  self -.supporting,  states 
a  report  from  federation  headquar- 
tera.  Others  live  in  poverty,  or  are 
dependent  on  charity  or  on  their 
ralations.  It  is  pointed  out  that 
llgislation  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Mind  was  passed  in  England  several 
.\fears  ago. 

j  Uord  Atholstan  is  honorary  presi- 
(lent  of  the  federation,  which  has 
ils  headquarters  at  6980  Sherbrook 
^\  west,   Montreal. 


dents 


IMfTK^jgET  centres  around  the  tea 
W  for  the  blind  being  sponsoi-ed 
by  Municipal  Chapter,  I.O.D.E., 
in  Hickman  Hall,  Saturday,  Decem- 
ber 14,  from  3  to  6  p.m. 

On  this  occasion,  funds  derived 
from  the  tea  and  sale  of  work,  will 
'be  used  to  help  the  blind  residents  of 
the  Calgary  district,  of  which  there 
are  about  thirty-five,  carry  on  their 
work.  Christmas  cheer  will  also  be 
provided  lor  some  of  them  from  the 
proceeds. 

Visitors  attending  are  anticipating 
in    interesting    hour    watching      the 
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tiever  work  of  the'  blind  persons.' 
Under  the  direction  of  Miss  A.  J. 
Campbell,  home  teacher,  some  of  her 
pupils  will  give  a  demonstration  of 
reed  work  showing  how  baskets  and 
trays  are  made.  The  deft  use  of 
the  sev/ing  machine  will  be  exhibited 
by  Miss  Campbell  who  will  also  show 
how  the  blind  read  the  Braille  code. 

The  beautiful  work  of  the  blind 
will  be  shown  at  two  stalls,  including 
different  styles  of  reed  baskets  and 
trays,  knitting  and  lovely  pieces  of 
leather  work  consisting  of  purses 
and  shopping  bags. 

A  splendid  idea  of  the  type  of  in- 
-struction  taught  by  Miss  Campbell 
throughout  the  southern  district,  will 
be  given  the  visitors.  Blind  persons 
from  any  part  of  the  counti-y  may! 
have  the  assistance  of  this  home' 
teacher,  who  has  visited  many  of  the 
towns  in  Alberta. 

An    orchestra    composed    of   blind 
musicians    will    add    considerable    to 
the  pleasure  of  the  occasion. 
^flteCafcfiPoklng  will  also  be  for  sale. 


Ciliary ,AIZ3.,   H^i^ald 

BLINJ 
TO  EXmjafT  WORK 

LIND  ^J^i^ons  are  not  the  help- 
lesocreatures  they  were  half  a 
Their  more  fortunat-. 
hu^flnToeings,  perhaps  ani- 
lor^  ^the  wonderful  exam-j 
lelen  Keller  than  by  any  other 
I  have  evolved  means  by  which, 
leprived  of  sight  may  enjoy 
certain  of  the  comforts  of  life.  One 
of  these  comf:rts  is  the  joy  of  crea-j 
lion  because  the  reaction  from  crcV 
ating  is  satisfaction.  ' 

The  extension  of  the  scope  of  the, 
articles  which  may  ba  made  by  Ihei 
blind,  not  to  mention  their  creations 
in  the  realm  of  art,  is  amazing.  Iijj 
Calgary  between  35  and  40  blind  per-' 
sons  are  being  encouraged  to  use 
their  talents  by  the  Municipal  Chap- 
tor  of  the  Imperial  Order  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  Empire  which  has 
arranged  an  exhibition  of  their  ar- 
ticles. The  blind  will  demonstrate 
their  own  work  and  the  chapter  Is  in- 
viting all  citizens  to  attend. 

Another  interesting  demonstration 
has  been  arranged  by  Miss  ErroU,  the 
principal  of  Mewata  Park  school  for 

again 

being 

levels. 

rit   thu 


sub-normal  children.  Here 
an  unfortunate  class  is 
brought  up  to  higher  menta 
These  are  efforts  which  m 
support  and  the  sympathy  df  every 
person  in  the  full  enjoymentfof  nor 
^mal  facultici--.  -^ 


D^c-e-ml'cr     13,    /9J? 

For  Bliod 


Canadian 


p.  JE.    Layton,    president    of    the ; 
Canadian  Federation  of  the  Blind,  is  I 
desirous    of    obtaining    infonnation 
about     all    blind    persons     in     the 
dominion  who  are.  In  need  of  pen- 
sions. 

In  sending  in  the  name  and  ad- 
dress the  reason  why  the  pension  is  I 
required  should  be  mentioned,  with| 
full  particulars  as  to  number  of 
people  dependent,  present  salary, 
and  any  other  information  that  may 
appear  valuable.  It  v/iil  greatly  help 
to  obtain  the  pension  if  reasons  are 
given  why  blind  people  should  re- 
ceive this  aid  from  the  government. 

The  Canadian  Federation  of  the 
Blind  has  been  working  hard  for  a 
long  time  to  obtain  pensions,  and  to 
this  end  is  endeavoring  to  have  a  bill 
introduced  at  the  next  session  of  the 
dominion  parliament. 

All  blind  persons  and  those  in- 
terested in  this  movement  are  re- 
quested to  WTite  to  their  member  of 
parliament  asking  him  to  give  such 
a  bill  his  full  support. 

As  there  will  be  a  meeting  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  federation 
in  Ottawa,  early  in  January,  full  in- 
formation should  be  sent  at  once  to 
the  headquarters,  Canadian  Federa- 
tion of  the  Blind,  6980  Sherbrooke  st. 
west,  Montreal.  ,!«» 


iVivds^n,  0-nT.^    Bdf  Cries  ST*f 


plan  Cheer  For 
Border  Blind 


I.  o.  1 — r    r liiiii  ji  i^T 

Club  Will  Take 
ire  qJ  All 


^HAT  tl;i£;^ind  people  of  the  Border 
Cities  will  be  weil  taken  care  of 
phis  Christmas  is  assured  today  by  tlie 
I.  O.  D.  E.  Auxiliary  to  the  Blind  and 
the  Lions'  Club.  The  former  will  take 
caic  of  all  the  blind  women  and  girls, 
and  the  latter  will  see  to  the  men  and 
boys    and    children. 

On  Tliursday  afternoon  of  next  week, 
the   I.   O.   D.  E.  Auxiliary   will  hold  a 


shower  at  the  home  of  Bfs.  E.  G.  MHH- 
gan,  for  the  blind  women.  Gifts  of 
fruit,  cookies,  cake  and  other  Christmas 
delicacies  will  be  boyight  in  at  thi-. 
time,  and  a  supply  of  them  wll  be  put 
into  Christmas  bags  for  each  blind-  wo-i 
man. 

Monday  evening,  December  16,'  the 
Friendship  Club,  which  Ls  composed  of 
the  blind  in  the  Border,  will  hold  a 
meeting  at  the  Y.  W.  C  .A.,  when  the 
auxiliary  will  supply  delicious  refresh- 
ments. Mrs.  C.  A.  Schell,  of  the  aux- 
iliary, will  be  in  charge  of  the  arrange 
ments.  ^^ggf^ 


To  Sell  Articles 
Made  by  Little 
\    Blind  GirU  aJJ^y 

(or  wif  'blind,     held  on 
irdiy   la£t,   under    the   aus- 
IJ^^  Municipal    chapter. 
I.O  D.K.,  wasajbreat  success.     Many 
of  th#  lovelfB^uts    were  sold.     But 
there  V/as  one  little  blind   girl   who 
was  bitterly  disappointed.    For  weeks 
pa=t  she  had     stitched     and  knitted 
busily    away    at      lovely    garmenU— 
there  were  babies'  jackets,  nearly  a 
dozen   babies'   bootee.'s     and     beaded 
purses.     On    the   day   of     the     sa!e, 
through   an    unavoidable   delay,     the 
articles  failed  to  appear  at  the  sale. 
The  little  girl  was  heart-broken. 

Miss  A.  J.  Campbell,  home  teachirr 
of  the  blind,  upon  hearing  of  the  in- 
cident, immediately  set  about  to 
remedy  the  situation. 

Through  the  kindness  of  the  Hud- 
son's Bay  Company's  store,  a  tablo 
was  secured  for  Friday  and  Satur- 
day, where  Miss  Campbell  will  sell 
not  only  the  little  girl's  gifts,  but 
some  of  the  lovely  pieces  of  leather- 
craft  left  over  from  the  sale.  The 
table  is  placed  in  the  basement  tov. 
land,  near  the  entrance  to  ihi 
groceteria.  J^^ 


S^/r  LgKt  Cry, UTah,  Tribum 

Blind  Residents    S 
Guests  at  Party 


blind  residents  of  Salt 
entertained  at  a  program 
iffVtVupper  at  the  Civic  Cen- 
ter Ii^onday  afternoon  by  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  Reading  Room  for 
the  Blind.  The  program,  directed  by 
Mrs.  Dai.sy  Raybould,  president  of 
the  directorate,  consisted  of  numberr 
given  by  blind  per.sons  and  special 
musical  selections  by  Miss  Edna 
Dwyer,  Miss  Becky  Almond  and  Miss 
Florence  Summerhays. 

The  committee  In  charge  of  the 
entertainment,  which  concluded  with 
the  supper,  consisted  of  Mrs.  Ray- 
bould, Mrs.  Edwarc!  Rosenbaum.  Mrs. 
Daniel  Alexander,  Mrs.  F.  C. 
JSchramm,  Mrs.  L.  B.  McCornick, 
'Mrs.  J.  V.  Lyle.  Mrs.  Enos  D.  Hog^ 
Mrs.  Clifford  Pearsall  and  Mrs.  CJF. 


:^', 
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MONTREAL  ASSOCIATION  IS  TWENTY-ONE  YEARS  OLD 
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Montreal  Association  Is 
Twenty-one   Years   Old 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Mont- 
real Association  for  the  Blind  held 
on  October  8th  in  the  Association 
Hall  was  a  "Coming  of  Age"  cele- 
bration. From  a  meeting  of  seven- 
teen blind  persons  called  together 
by  Mr.  P.  E.  Layton  in  April,  1908, 
at  which  the  urgent  need  of  an  In- 
stitution for  the  Blind  in  the  Prov- 
ince of  Quebec  was  shown  by  Mr. 
Layton,  a  resolution  was  unani- 
mously passed  establishing  the 
Montreal  Association  for  the  Blind. 

At  the  Twenty-first  Annual  Meet- 
ing in  October  Mrs.  P.  E.  Layton, 
Secretary,  gave  some  interesting 
figures  comparing  the  first  Annual 
Report  with  the  twenty-first.  The 
first  report  showed  that  the  Associ- 
ation then  rented  a  small  workshop 
twenty  feet  wide  by  forty  feet  deep, 
a  total  space  of  eight  hundred  feet. 
Today  the  organization  owns 
400,000  square  feet  of  land  and  two 
modern  buildings  with  floor  space 
of  30,300  square  feet.  Wages  paid 
to  the  blind  have  grown  from  $552 
the  first  year  to  over  $33,000  in  the 
twenty-first  year,  and  blind  persons 
employed  from  four  men  in  the  first 
year  to  fifty-five  blind  men  and 
women  in  the  twenty-first  year.  The 
income  from  sales  of  goods  manu- 
factured by  the  blind  amounted  in 
1909  to  $752.  The  past  year  shows 
sales  of  $67,296. 

Reports  were  presented  of  the 
various  activities  of  the  Association 
which  showed  a  most  successful 
year.  The  financial  statement  pre- 
sented by  the  Honorary  Treasurer, 
Colonel   Robert   Starke,   indicated   a 


steady  increase  in  the  benefits  given 
to  the  blind.  The  statement  showed 
a  revenue  of  $96,559.95,  an  increase 
of  nearly  $1500  over  the  previous 
year.  The  expenditure  was 
$96,330.97.  It  was  further  stated 
that  four  legacies  were  forthcoming 
and  would  be  paid  within  the  next 
month  varying  from  $5000  to  $1000 
respectively. 

The  School  Report  recorded  the 
success  of  four  pupils  in  examina- 
tions of  the  Associated  Board  of  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Music  and  of 
satisfactory  results  in  the  examina- 
tion by  Mr.  E.  Colpitts,  Inspector 
for  the  Protestant  School  Board 
Commission.  The  names  of  several 
successful  graduates  of  the  school 
were  mentioned  who  were  earning 
their  livelihoods  as  piano  tuners, 
teachers  of  piano,  salesmen,  typists, 
teachers  of  knitting,  broom  makers, 
etc. 

The  Supervisor  of  the  Home 
Teaching  Department  presented  a 
report  of  a  variety  of  services  ren- 
dered to  the  unemployable  blind, 
many  of  Avhom,  as  home  workers 
in  the  making-  of  brushes  and  other 
commodities,  were  earning  wages 
Avhich  partially  supported  them, 
thus  relieving  the  feeling  of  utter 
dependence  on  relatives. 

The  Social  Club  showed  great  de- 
velopment, the  report  stating  that 
150  members  were  now  enrolled  and 
that  the  monthly  meetings  were 
well  attended  and  greatly  enjoyed. 
The  outstanding  events  were  the 
Christmas  Tree,  when  over  100 
blind  recipients  of  gifts  partook  of 
a  most  delightful  entertainment,  the 
New  Year's  Dinner  and  Entertain- 
ment at  which  175  were  present,  the 
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OUTLOOK  FOR  THE  BUND 
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Sleigh  Drive  Supper  and  Dance  and 
Annual  Automobile  Drive,  Sports 
and  Supper  in  June. 

The  Library  Report  stated  that 
many  new  volumes  had  been  added 
and  the  circulation  had  increased. 
The  Boarding  Home  for  Blind  Men 
reported  that  the  building  had  been 
full  during  the  past  year. 

The  following  is  a  summarized 
list  of  the  blind  who  have  been  un- 
der the  care  of  the  Institution  dur- 
ing the  past  year: 

Pupils  in  residential  School,  22; 
workers  in  the  Industrial  Depart- 
ment, Instructors,  Salesmen,  Collec- 
tors, Home  Teachers  and  Workers, 
58;  unemployable  blind  receiving 
pensions,  9;  visited  by  Home  Teach- 
ers, 35. 

Some  phases  of  the  work  for  the 
blind  in  Canada  in  which  the  Mont- 
real Association  for  the  Blind  has 
been  the  leader  are: 

The  first  to  open  up  workshops 
for  the  adult  blind  in  Canada. 
Through  the  efiforts  of  the  Montreal 
Association    for   the    Blind,   the   Ot- 


tawa Association  for  the  Blind  was 
organized. 

The  first  to  supplement  the  wages 
of  blind  men  by  weekly  gratuities 
on   their  earnings. 

The  first  in  Canada  to  found  a 
Pension  Fund  for  the  Blind. 

The  first  to  introduce  mop  mak- 
ing as  a  remunerative  occupation  for 
the  blind. 

The  first  to  start  a  Boarding 
Home  for  the  Blind  with  home  com- 
forts. 

The  first  in  Canada  to  teach 
Braille  shorthand  to  the  blind. 

The  first  to  make  machine  knit- 
ting by  the  blind  a  success.  (7,000 
pairs  of  socks  were  knitted  for  the 
soldiers  by  our  blind  girls.) 

The  first  to  obtain  free  car  rides 
in  Montreal  for  the  blind  so  that  a 
blind  person  and  guide  may  travel 
on  one  ticket  only. 

The  first  to  start  a  social  club  for 
the  blind  for  the  purpose  of  provid- 
ing free  entertainment,  instruction 
and  mutual  encouragement  and  help 
for  its  members. 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  Inc. 

GRAND    CENTRAL    PALACE 
125  East  46th  Street,  New  York  City 

Date 

I  wish  to  become  a  member  of  the  Foundation  paying  $ per  annum. 


Name 


Business  Address  ... 
Residence    Address 


Contributing   $10  per  annum  Patron $100  to  $500  per  annum 

Associate     $25  per  annum  Life      $1,000 

Sustaining    $50  per  annum  Founder    $10,000 

Benefactor  $1,000  or  more  per  annum 

If   you   cannot   become  a   member  of   the   Fouiulation   such  contributions   as   you   oflfer   will   be 
gratefully    received. 
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Tere^riii  be  general  sympathy  with  the 
voEs^bich  are  being  made  by  the  Cana- 
FedOTrtion  of  the  Blind  to  have  legisla- 
introduoed  at  the  next  session  of  Parlia- 
granting  pensions  to  blind  persons. 
The   question,   it  will  be   recalled,   first  be- 
cajne  a  practical  issue  in  1926,  when  a  large 
deputation    waited    upon     Premier    King     at 
[Ottawa.      The    prime    minister    received    the 
'deputation  with  syinpathy  and  spoke  feelingly 
of  the  poverty  that  so  often  accompanied  blind- 
ness.    He   asked,    however,    that    flae   question 
be   laid  over  until  the  Old   Age   Pensions   bill 
then      before     Parliament     had     been     fairly 
launched. 

Now  that  old  age  pensions  are  an  accom- 
plished fact  in  several  of  the  provinces,  the 
time  is  opportune  to  re-open  the  question  oi 
pensions  for  the  blind.  If  pensions  for  sighted 
persons  over  a  certain  age  are  considered  not 
only  desirable  but  necessary,  how  much  more 
should  they  be  necessary  for  the  great  majority 
of  blind  persons  of  much  younger  age? 

The  Canadian  Federation  of  the  Blind  is 
not  asking  very  much  of  the  country.  Its 
request,  made  three  years  ago,  was  for  a 
pension  of  $10  per  week  for  each  blind  person 
who  had  attained  40  years  of  age,  and  for  a 
similar  amount  for  unemployable  blind  at  the 
age  of  23  years.  The  government  should  give 
such  proposals  its  most  favorable  considera- 
tion. 
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Problems-^i^Jl^Blind 
O  LAnd  /VeeJoJ 

fTo'The  Editor,— Next  to  tbe  loss  of 
feason,  the  loss  of  eyeaijfht  is  the 
greatest  disaster  tTx&tJtfn.  befall  any 
person.  The  loss  of  eyesight  deprives 
the  Individual  of  so  many  liberties  ana 
pleasures.  As  the  eye  directs  the  hands 
and  feet,  and  our  various  movements, 
we  may  also  understand  that  blindness 
carries  away  the  majority  of  privileges- 
which  make  life  worth  living. 

Many  well  meaning  persons  are  de-i 
voting  much  time  and  energy  for  the 
welfare  of  the  blind,  but  these  people 
are  slow  in  becoming  educated  to  the 
fact  that  only  a  very  small  percentage 
of  the  blind  can  ever  become  self-sup- 
porting. The  problems  and  needs  of 
the  blind  are  not  understood  by  the 
general   public. 

There  are  approximately  ,500  totally, 
or  Industrially  blind  in  Manitoba  to- 
day. In  greater  Winnipeg  tiiere  are 
some  300  of  these  blind  people.  Per- 
sons with  less  than  10  per  cent,  vision 
are  considered  industrially  blind,  and 
therefore  are  unable  to  carry  on  In 
sighted  industry.  Real  poverty  and 
hardship  is  the  lot  of  the  majority  of 
those  people,  many  of  whom  have  to 
beg  for  the  mere  necessities  of  life. 

There  is  no  school  for  blind  children 
in  Manitoba;  consequently  there  are 
only  17,  a  very  small  percentage,  being! 
educated  at  Brantford  school  at  the 
expense  of  the  Manitoba  government.' 
Many  of  the  blind  pupils  coming  from 
the  school  for  the  blind  are  sub-normal 
owing  to  neglect  In  early  training. 
Hence  the  need  of  compulsory  educa- 
tion for  blind  children.  Many  of  the 
brightest  pupils  leaving  the  school  for 
the  blind  are  faced  with  the  problem 
of  unemployment.  The  value  of  the 
vocational  training  received  is  lost  be- 
cause there  is  no  supervision  to  place 
those  pupils  in  a  position  where  they 
can  be  trusted  to  take  care  of  them- 
selves. The  lot  of  the  person  who 
loses  eye.sight  in  adult  years  is  indeed 
very  hard.  A  very  .small  percentage  of 
this  class  respond  to  any  training 
which  might  help  them  in  their  strug- 
gle to  maintain  a  decent  standard  of 
living  for  their  homes.  Large  sums  of 
money  have  been  expended  in  the  ex- 
perimental training  of  this  class.  Dur- 
ing the  last  few  years  many  blind  per- 
sons have  been  brought  Into  the  city 
for  a  course  of  training.  These  blind 
persons  are  returned  to  the  municipal- 
ity from  whence  they  came,  and  owing 
to  no  after  supervision  in  these  cases 
the  training  received  proves  valueless 
in  their  struggle  to  make  a  living. 

Whatever  is  being  done  or  has  been 
done  for  the  blind  of  this  city  or  prov- 
ince, we  find  that  blindness  and  pov- 
erty are  still  closely  linked  together, 
and  the  time  is  opportune  when  the 
voice  of  the  blind  should  be  heard. 
It  Is  the  duty  of  the  press  and  every 
organization  that  has  the  welfare  of 
the  blind  at  heart,  to  give  their  utmost 
support  to  the  effort  now  being  made 
by  the  Canadian  Federation  of  the 
Blind  to  secure  a  measure  of  state  re- 
sponsibility in  the  form  of  a  blind  pen- 
sions act  for  all  needy  blind  persons 
over  the  age  of  21. 

A.  B.  HOWE,  P.M.. 
President   Winnipeg   Branch   Canadian 
Federation  of  the  blind. 
Jan.    2. 
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FED^TION  OF  BLIND 
fo  MEET  ON  TtJ^bAY 

rhe*i^nnip<^g  branch  of  the  Cana- 
Han  federation  of  the  Blind  will  hold 
Z  W,^Wess  meeting  in  tho  University 
buirding,  corner  o'  Portage  and  Shei-- 
brook.  Tuesday  evening  at  8  o'clock 
Delegates  to  attend  the  forthcoming 
conference  of  the  federation,  which 
will  be  held  at  Ottawa  at  an  early 
A^,*^^,:,.^'^'  ^^  chosen  at  this  meeting. 
^ll_blind  and  asaociate  members  are 
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BiMUD  PRESS 


Will     Have     Representatives 

Confer  With  Federal  and 

Provincial  Legislators 


itep  •T  Pensions  States 
stjfiuje  is  Matter  for  Pro- 
vin«fffs   to   Deal  With 


In  an  effort  to  obtain  governmental 
aid  for  the  blind  of  Canada  with  the 
least  possible  delay,  the  members  of 
parliament  from  Manitoba  and  all 
members  of  the  provincial  legislature  j 
win  be  Invited  to  meet  with  a  Joint 
committee  for  the  blind  of  Manitoba 
on  Wednesday  night,  January  22,  In 
the   parliament   buildings. 

This  course  was  decided  upon  at  a 
meeting  held  at  the  Canadian  Insti- 
tute for  the  Blind,  Portage  avenue  and 
Bherburn  street,  Saturday  afternoon, 
at  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  William  Ivens, 
MJj.A.,  and  follov.ed  speeches  made  by 
J,  T.  Thorson,  M.P.,  Mrs.  Jessie  Mac- 
lennen,  S.  J.  Farmer,  M.L.A.,  Mrs. 
Charles  Izart.  John  T.  Haig,  K.C., 
Mi.A.,  W.  Kennedy,  former  M.P.,  and 
others. 

Dr.  Ivens  advised  that  the  Canadian 
Institute  for  the  Blind  invite  the  Can- 
adian Federation  of  the  Blind  to  ap- 
point members  to  the  Joint  blind  pen- 
sion committee  so  that  a  united  front 
be  made  In  this  province  to  bring 
about  action  at  an  early  date.  Those 
appointed  to  represent  the  Canadian 
Institute  are:  Mrs.  Charles  Izart,  T.  N. 
Thompson,  Mrs.  T.  N.  Thompson,  Rob- 
ert Beath,  W.  J.  Johnson,  president  of 
the  Lux  in  Tenebrls  club  for  the  blind, 
r,nd.Mrs.  Jessie  Maclennen. 

'  Minister  of  Pensions*  Letter 

A  letter  written  by  Dr.  J.  H.  King, 
minister  of  pensions  for  the  Dominion, 
in  reply  to  one  from  T.  N.  Tiiompson, 
convener  for  the  Lux  in  Tenebrls  clubs 
of  Canada,  which  Mr.  Tiiompson  read) 


at  the  opening  of  the  meeting,  was  the 
subject  for  much  discussion  at  Satur- 
day afternoon's  meeting.  Mr.  Thomp- 
son had  written  the  Rt.  Hon.  W.  L. 
Mackenzie  King,  who  had  referred  the 
letter  to  Dr.  King  for  an  answer. 
Desirous  of  Assisting 
Dr.  King's  letter  in  part  was  as 
follows: 

"The  government  has  every  sym- 
pathy for  those  unfortunately  afflicted 
with  blindness,  and  Is  very  desirous  of' 
assisting  them  in  every  way  possible, 
but,  as  you  will  understand,  this  Is  a 
matter  for  the  provinces  themselves  to 
deal  with  under  our  constitution,  which 
Is  similar  to  the  case  you  cite  in  regard 
to  what  California  has  done;  that  is  to 
say,  that  the  state  is  undertaking  the 
r.utles  peculiar  to  their  constitution, 
independently  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment and  the  problem  is  dealt  with 
by   the   various   states   themselves. 

"As  you  no  doubt  know,  the  vari- 
ous proviiices  in  Canada,  like  the  vari- 
ous states  in  the  union,  resent  any  in- 
terference with  their  prerogatives  on 
the  part  of  the  Dominion  government. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Dominion  has. 
by  grants  to  the  various  blind  associa- 
tions, demonstrated  its  sympathy  and 
desire  to  assist  by  giving  financial 
support,  but  such  grants  have  been 
primarily  to  assist  the  executives  of 
those  organizations  in  carrying  on 
their  work  in  their  respective  spheres." 
Thorson  Gives  Views 
J.  T.  Thorson,  M.P.,  "whilst  not 
denying  federal  responsibility  for  the 
blind."  said  that  it  should  not  be 
solely  a  federal  one.  It  was  Jvist  as 
much  the  responsibility  of  the  provin- 
cial government  as  of  the  federal  gov- 
ernment. He  advised  the  blind  and 
their  champions  to  Insist  on  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  provincial  govern- 
ment, in  this  matter  and  to  "stop 
passing  the  buck  to  the  federal  gov-, 
ernment  alone." 

"There  appears  to  be  a  concerted  ef- 
fort to  place  all  responsibility  for  vari-| 
ous  difficulties  on  the  federal  govern- 
ment," Mr.  Thorson  added.  "It  is  the 
^asy  tiling  to  do  to  pass  on  these  diffi- 
culties to  a  legislative  body  far  re- 
moved." 

In  reply  to  questions  put  to  him, 
Mr.  Thorson  admitted,  however,  that  the 
law  did  not  permit  Dr.  Ivens  to  In- 
clude a  proposition  for  financial  aid 
from  the  province  In  the  resolution  he  1 
Introduced  which  was  passed  by  the  | 
Manitoba  legislature  at  its  last  session. 
S.  J.  Farmer,  M.L.A.,  said  he  was 
surprised  at  Dr.  King's  reply  to  Mr. 
Thompson's  letter  to  the  premier, 
characterizing  it  as  "amusing,  or  a 
little  worse.  Since  a  number  of  the 
provinces  have  asked  for  federal  aid 
for  the  blind,  Dr.  King  need  not  have 
been  so  concerned  over  our  feelings." 
I'rges  Campaign  Be  Continued 
Farmer  advised  a  continuation  of  the 
campaign  to  obtain  pensions  for  the 
blind  as  a  federal  measure,  saying  "the 
only  course  is  to  continue  to  press  for 
the  measure  as  a  federal  responsi- 
bility." 

John  T.  Halg,  K.C.,  M.L.A.,  advised 
against  making  the  matter  a  political 
issue,  but  said:  "Dr.  King's  letter  Is  no 
answer  at  all.  Pensions  for  the  blind 
can  be  granted  under  the  British  North 
America  act." 

W.  Kennedy,  former  M.P..  said:  "It 
would  be  a  mistake  from  every  angle 
to  make  this  a  political  matter.  Any 
man  with  a  sense  of  public  responsi- 
bility would  not  tolerate  making  aid 
to  the  blind  a  matter  for  political  gain. 
The  relief  should  be  federal,  for  If  left 
to  each  province  there  would  have  to 
be  an  Institution  In  each  province, 
and  that  would  lead  to  unnecessary 
duplication.  It  would  be  better  to  have 
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cne  or  two  splendid  Institutions  than 
nine  run  in  a  haphazard  maner." 

Mrs.  Maclennen  declared  that  the 
time  Is  now  ripe  for  measures  to  be 
undertaken  for  the  relief  of  the  blind. 
It  was  immaterial  to  her  what  form 
the  governmental  action  took  so  long 
as    It    was    prompt    and    etfective. 

Mrs.    Izart    was    chairman    of    the 
"meeting.     Major   Ernest   Flexman,   the 
^new  manager   of   the    Canadian   Insti- 
tute for   the   Blind,   who   has   recently 


^Ived  In  Winnipeg,  was  introduced  ^ 
tha^gatherlng,    and   spoke    briefly.  Jf 

Jsnoiar^     17,     IJ30  _ 
FEDERATION  OFBUND^ 

WILL  MEti  Ml  uiiAyyi\ 


blafiT^  from  all  parts  of 
/ill  attend  the  annual  con- 
P!^the  Canaadian  Federa- 
If  the  fclind  which  takes  place 
tawajmi  January  21.  While  in 
vs,  Officials  of  the  federation 
will'meet  Premier  Mackenzie  King 
and  urge  upon  him  the  necessity 
of  state  responsibility  for  the  care 
of  the  blind,  in  the  form  of  a  blind 
pensions  act. 

The  petition  of  the  Canadian  Fed- 
eration of  the  Blind,  which  was 
presented  in  June,  1923,  -..j  a  depu- 
tation of  100  sightless  persons,  calls 
for  a  pension  of  $10  per  week  for 
all  needy  blind  persons  over  the 
age  of  21  years.  A.  B.  Howe,  fed- 
eral vice-president,  and  W.  E.  Car- 
Jter,  provincial  vice-president,  will 
represent  Manitoba  and  Saskatche- 
wan at  the  conference,  and  will 
leave  for  Ottawa  Saturday  evening 


ASK  GBAXiflScBEASE        "* 

v'T^del^gation  representing  the 
afe^l»tcli^5fcin  section  of  the  Cana- 
dian Institute  of  the  Blind  today 
waited  on  Premier  J. ''ippmpiillfifi'- 
son  and  memlbers  of  his  cebinet  to 
ask  for  an  increase  in  the  annual 
grant  from  $10,000  to  $15,000.  The 
additional  money,  it  was  stated.  Is 
rrnilinr  "'f'"^"'  -  up  a  deficit  of  i.p- 
proximately  $5,000  on  the  laat  year's 
budget. 


Meeting  of  BlindQ(jff!§ 

At  OJJ^l^^  Tuesday 

Jlind  dAgates  from  all  parts  ol 
"aa^a  wluN^tend  the  annual  con- 
fee  of  tljaPcanadlan  Federation  of 
tl-^  Blind,  which  takes  place  at  Ot- 
taf-a  on  January  21.  While  in  Ot- 
tawa, prominent  officials  of  the  feder- 
[lution  will  meet  Pi-emler  Mackenzie 
■King,  and  urge  upon  him  the  neces- 
sity of  state  responsibility  for  the  care 
of  the  blind  In  the  form  of  a  blind 
pensions  act. 


The  petition  of  the  Canadian  Feder- 
ation of  the  Blind  which  was  presented 
In  June,  1926,  by  a.  deptrtfttlon  of  one 
hundred  bMnd  persons  calls  for  a  pen- 
-sion  of  ten  dollars  per  week  for  all 
needy  blind  pfiiaom-aaaa-the  age  of 
tweHliy-WlB  yjiahi. 

A.  B.  Howe,  federal  vice-president, 
and  W.  E.  Carter,  provincial  vlce- 
pre.sident,  will  represent  Manitoba  and 
Saskatchewan  at  the  conference,  and 
will  leave  for  Ottawa  on  Saturday 
evening. 


WiTj-n  I  F-cgJ  A/j  J77.,  Fret  rress 
J^T/tigry    IS-,    I9S0 


AGITATrt 


Legislators 
sentative 


Repre- 
Afflicted  on 


^Wednesday 

L  of  Ejlergency  Relief  is 
ressed  on  Cabinet — May 
'orm  Joint  Committee 


Pensions  for  blind  persons  in  Mani- 
toba   under      the     old      age    pensions 
Bcheme,    is    a    suggestion    now    under 
bonsideration  of  the  provincial  govern- 1 
tnent,  it  was  learned  yesterday.  j 

Paving  the  way  for  a  joint  meeting! 
:  between  official  spokesmen  for  the ' 
blind,  Manitoba  members  of  parlia- 
itnent,  and  members  of  the  provincial 
legislature,  next  Wednesday  night, 
Vrhen  the  whole  question  of  pensions 
tor  the  blind  will  be  considered,  a 
deputation  headed  by  William  Ivens, 
IMXI.A.,  conferred  on  the  matter  at  the 
legislative  buildings,  yesterday,  with 
i,Bon.  R.  A.  Hoey,  minister  of  educa- 
tion. 

The  need  of  emergency  relief  for  the 
ibUnd  this  winter  was  urged  by  the 
•.committee  for  the  consideration  of  the 
jiCablnet,  and  the  cabinet  was  asked  to 
tteconslder  Its  earlier  decision  not  to 
!  advance  the  sum  of  $1,000  for  this 
!  relief. 
I  Joint    Committee    Probable 

Form.atlon  of  a  permanent  Joint 
blind  pension  committee  representing 
the  Lux  in  Tenebrls  club,  the  Can- 
jRdian  Federation  of  the  Blind,  to  work 
for  pensions  for  the  blind  In  Can- 
:;»da.  Is  expected  to  result  from  a 
meeting  of  the  blind  called  for  3 
pjn.  today  at  the  Canadian  Federation 
of  the  Blind,  Portage  avenue  and 
Bherbum  street. 

This  action  will  be  a  forerunner 
©t  the  conference  on  pensions  for  the 
blind,  to  take  place  Wednesday  night. 
'January  22,  at  the  parliament  bulld- 
■togs. 

Four  delegates  each  froin  Lux  In 
Tenebrls  club,  the  Canadian  Institute 
for  the  Blind  and  the  Canadian 
Federation  of  the  Blind  are  expected 
to  select  two  of  their  number  from 
each  organization  this  afternoon  to 
form,  a  permanent  united  blind  pen- 
sion   committee    to    represent    all    the 


blind    of   Manitoba. 

This  committee  is  ejcpected  to  con- 
fer with  the  members  of  the  icglsla- 
,ture  and  of  parliament.  Wednesday, 
ttlght.  The  conference  probably  will 
be  held  m  the  law  amendments  com- 
mittee  room  of  the  parliament  build- 
ings. 

Hoey  Sends  Out  Invitations 

Hon.  R.  A.  Hoey.  minister  of 
education,  who  is  Interesting  himself 
in  the  efforts  of  the  blind  to  receive 
pensions.  Is  sending  out  Invitations- 
to  all  members  of  parliament  to  meet 
with  the  members  of  the  legislature 
•t  the  blind  pension  conference  Wed- 
nesday night  at  8  o'clock.  Members! 
of  the  legislature,  when  they  assemble 
Tuesday,  will  be  Invited  to  part'lcli)at^« ' 
In   the   Wednesday   night   meeting 

The  blind  pension  committee  of 
the  Lux  in  .Tenebrls  club  whtth  is 
eponserlng  the  movement  to  brlMg  the 
blind  organizations  of  the  pfcvlnce 
into  a  xuiitcl  campaign  for  ppisions, 
consists  of  Mrs.  Charles  Izart*  chair- 
man; P.  N.  Thompson,  -Wlllia*  John- 
son, Jack  Campbell,  Jack  Jwllliams 
an^  O.  Simpson. 
LL.  I         - 


WiT) n /^e£;  ^^T>x_ Ff^t  Pr^i$ 


'  IN  PLEA  FOR  PENINS 


Joint    Committee    PI 


Final  PreparaJj*<f?"for  Con- 
rith  Legislators 


renc^  Witn  Le 

ilea  for  co*peratior 


lea  for  cooperation  and  harmony 
ng  the  blind  people  of  Winnipeg 
order  that  they  may  more  speedily 
attain  results  in  the  i-ampaign  for 
pensions  for  the  blind,  was  stressed 
by  Mrs.  Jessie  Maclennan,  chairman 
of  a  meeting  held  Saturday  afternoon 
at  the  Canadian  Institute  for  the 
Blind,  Portage  avenue  and  Sherburn 
street. 

This  meeting,  called  by  the  provi- 
sional blind  pension  committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  mass  meeting  held  by 
the  Lux  in  Tenebrls  club  a  week  ago, 
took  action  to  assure  the  success  of 
the  conference  to  be  held  with  mem- 
bers of  parliament  and  the  legislature, 
Wednesday  night  at  8  o'clock  In  the 
Parliament   buildings. 

On  the  motion  of  Dr.  William  Ivens, 
M.L.A.,  the  blind  persons  present  pass- 
ed a  motion  suggesting  that  each  of 
three  blind  organizations  in  the  city, 
the  Lux  In  Tenebrls  club,  the  Can- 
adian Federation  of  the  Blind,  and  the 
Canadian  Institute  for  the  Blind,  name 
a  spokesman  to  speak  at  the  confer- 
ence  Wednesday  night. 

The  meeting  also  voted  In  favor  of 
the  formation  of  a  permanent  com- 
mittee to  be  known  as  the  Winnipeg 
Blind  Pensions  committee  to  which 
each  of  the  three  blind  organizations 
is  invited  to  name  two  members.  This 
will  mean  a  committee  of  six  blind 
members  to  which,  it  Is  expected,  will 
be  added  six  "sighted"  persons  who 
are  prominent  in  work  in  behalf  of 
thR  blind. 


(o  t^-e r) 


V  The  Winnipeg  Blind  Pensions'  com- 
mittee is  expected  to  report  to  a  mass' 
meeting  tliat  is  called  lor  next  Sat- 
urday afternoon,  January  25,  at  the 
Canadian  Institute  Tor  the  Blind.      .-  j 
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Crerar  Asked  To  Support  a 
Mc^y^ToSVssist  BliVd 

V.4ai;ii^a^on.  T.  A.  Crerar  to  sup- 1 
pcm^the*novement  for  state  aid 
fq»^nee<fp  bMnd  people  over  21  years 
owage,  representatives  of  organiza- 
tions behind  the  movement  waited 
upon  the  minister  of  railways,  Wed- 
nesday afterno^i-  previous  to  his 
departure   for   Ottawa. 

The  deputation  consisted  of  Mrs. 
Ezart,  presid-^nt  of  the  I.ux  in  t'enj- 
bris  club;  R.  Beath,  representing  the 
Canadi--i  National  Institute  for  the 
fcind;  and  A.  B.  Howe,  president 
of' the  Federation   of  the  Blinj}. 
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To   the    Editor— To  ^ven  the     most 
casual  observer  ofjB'Wers  pertaining  to 

""""^    jnust  have  become  more 

andTmorfi  evident  that  no  -nstltutlon 
aat  are  particularly 
velfare  of  the  blind 
have  TMt^V^ived  ^ound  and  complete 
solutfln  of  the  problem.  The  problem 
may  nave  become  complicated  in  the 
public  mind  owing  to  the  fact  that 
there  Is  always  a  tendency  with  a  per- 
son or  groups  of  people  interested  in 
work  for  the  blind  to  over-emphasize 
the  importance  and  difficulties  of  the 
particular  angle  of  the  work  that  they 
may  be  Interested  in. 

Pensions  for  the  blind  as  a  relief 
measure  for  certain  of  the  indigent 
sightless  would  be  included  in  any 
complete  programme  to  ameliorate  the 
condition  of  the  blind:  but  pensions 
do  not  entirely  solve  the  problem  to 
any  greater  extent  than  do  sheltered 
industries  or  Braille  libraries. 

As  regards  the  magnitude  of  the 
problem,  stati.;tlcs  at  present  available 
show  the  total  blind  population  of 
Canada  at  approximately  five  thousand 
S1-.  hundred  cf  these  blind  are  resident 
in  the  province  of  Manitoba.  All  of 
these  blind  are  not  totally  blind  as 
blindness  Is  generally  accepted  by  the 
average  citizen,  and  many  of  these 
blind  citizens  fortunately  are  entirely 
self-supporting  and  completely  re- 
moved from  the  danger  of  destitution. 
The  following  brief  outline  of  con- 
structive suggestions  might  be  of 
value  to  those  considering  the  blind 
question  In  a  comprehensive  manner. 

Definition  of  blindness— Those  that 
are  qualified  should  define  the  degree 
of  vision  that  could  be  accepted  as 
preventing  a  person  from  following 
any  vocation  calling  for  a  reasonable 
degree  of  eyesight. 


Board  of  oculists — ^To  be  appointed 
to  examine  all  cases  applying  for  ser- 
vices or  pensions.  Many  ca-scs  are  at 
present  receiving  services  from  organi- 
zations for  the  welfare  of  the  blind 
that  would  not  be  considered  blind  in 
the  accepted  sense. 

Education — Compulsory  education  for 
all  blind  children.  The  curriculum  for 
a  school  for  the  blind  should  empha- 
size vocational  training,  and  the  ob- 
jective of  such  a  school  should  be  to 
qualify  the  blind  child  to  follow  some 
gainful  occupation  on  completion  of 
the  school  period.  A  very  careful  sur- 
vey should  be  made  of  the  blind  child 
at  a  comparatively  early  age  to  deter- 
mine as  far  as  possible  which  vocation 
possible  to  the  blind  it  is  best  fitted 
to  follow,  taking  into  consideration  the 
mental  and  physical  qualities. 

Vocational  training  of  the  blind — 
Should  only  be  entrusted  to  fully 
qualified  teachers  of  the  blind,  of 
which  there  appear  to  be  a  particular 
lack  in  Canada. 

Employment  of  the  blind — A  com- 
plete survey  of  our  industriss  will 
demonstrate  the  fact  that  the  employ- 
able blind  can  in  a  great  number  of 
cases  be  found  congenial  and  gainful 
occupation  In  many  sighted  industries. 

Sheltered  Industries — Must  continue 
to  exist  to  provide  employment  for  the 
blind  worker  already  trained  as  a 
broom  maker  or  reed  worker,  etc.,  but 
should  not  be  over-emphasized  as  a 
solution  for  the  employable  blind.  In- 
stitutions for  the  blind  in  all  parts  of 
the  world  operate  sheltered  industries, 
but  always  operated  with  heavy  trad- 
ing losses.  Sheltered  workshops  for 
the  blind  always  have  a  tendency  to 
become  mere,  relief  stations.  There-, 
fore  only  blind  workers  that  can  meas--; 
ure  up  to  a  reasonable  standard  of  pro-' 
ductlon  should  be  on  the  pay  roll  of 
these  shops. 

Pensions  for  the  blind — A  measure 
providing  pensions  for  certain  of  the 
indigent  blind  would  probably  be  the 
most  satisfactory  way  of  providing 
necessary  relief  to  our  sightless  citi- 
zens who  are  entirely  dependent  on 
charity  or  state  aid,  and  to  augment 
wages  of  the  blind  worker  unable  to 
exist  on  his  or  her  actual  earnings. 

Prevention  of  blindness — An  intelli- 
gent and  comprehensive  programme  for 
prevention  of  blindness  should  be 
undertaken  by  some  organization  sup- 
ported by  the  state,  and  should  in- 
clude the  following  activities: 

Sight  saving  classcs^Emphatically 
endorse  a  programme  that  will  include 
vigorous  propaganda  in  view  to  obtain- 
ing adequate  number  of  properly  equip- 
ped and  properly  conducted  classes  for 
conservation  of  vision  in  our  public 
schools. 

Prevention  of  eye  accidents  in  indus- 
tries— A  campaign  along  the  line  of 
"safety  first,"  providirtg  of  posters  and 
generally  assisting  in  organizing  the 
industries  of  those  provinces  along  the 
,  lines  of  removing  all  possibilities  of 
eye  hazards,  and  probably  a  compul- 
sory introduction  and  use  of  safe- 
guards In  Industry. 

Social  diseases,  t  ..c. — Direct  publicity 
campaigns  to  awaken  public  opinion 
that  will  eventually  result  in  forcing 
such  regulations  that  will  diminish 
blindness  arising  from  social  diseases, 
toxic  poisoning,  uneugenic  marriages," 
etc.  In  the  opinion  of  many  authori- 
ties on  prevention  work  there  is,  ljx\ 
every  large  town,  work  in  the  depart- 
ment of  prevention  sufficient  to  occupy: 
the  full  time  and  energy  of  at  least 
one  trained  official.     Constant  contact 


should  be  maintained  with  the  medical  I 
profession,  hospitals,  eye  clinics,  school 
board  authorities  and  social  organiza- 
tions and  w-orkers  and  furnish  authori- 
tative bulletins  and  information  with 
reference  to  this  work. 

Does  it  not  appeal  to  you  that  there 
is  a  iw'onderf  ul  service  to  be  rendered 
by  XI  intelligent  effort  in  prevention 
of  bividuess  work? 

\  "LECTA  NON  VERB4 
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POUCEEiiJJBfTTAIN 

miND  WITH  DANCE 

'Entertaining  the  Winnipeg  branch 
of  the  Canadian  Institute  Tor  the 
Blind,  the  Winnipeg  Police  Ath- 
letic association,  supplied  speakers, 
entertainers  and  dancing  Saturjjay 
night  in  the  Norman  hall.  Clovernor 
J.  C.  Downie  presided,  whil^  the 
speakers  weit?  Mrs.  Jo^sic  McLen- 
nan, George  Smith,  E.  Fiexman  and 
R.  Still.  Mrs.  W.  E.  Carter  was  con- 
venor of  the  refreshments. 

The  police  orchestra,  under  direc- 
tion of  Detective  J.  Patterson,  sup- 
plied music  and  the  blind  folk 
danced  with  their  fi-iends  until  mid- 
night. 
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Pollcemer.  Give  Programme 
In  Aid  of  Blind  Federation 


^^^uccessful  entertainment,  staged 
^^hjfWmntpeg  Police  Amateur  Ath- 
itfxz  tsif^^X'iQri  for  the  benefit  of  th« 
#edeifitio^  of  the  Blind,  waA  held  Bat- 
firday^fening  at  Norman  hall.  J.  C. 
^ownle  occupied  the  chair. 

Various  selections.  Including  "O 
Canada,"  "The  Pilgrim's  Chorus"  from;^ 
Tanhauser  Overture,  a  march,  "Na- 
tional Federation,"  and  selections, 
"Dear  Old  Scotland,"  were  rendered  by 
the  police  orchestra,  while  assisting  ar- 
tists Included  Mrs.  R.  C.  Wilson,  John 
Lennon.  S.  Loughnan,  James  Eddie, 
Steve  Salvason  and  Pipers  John  Cog- 
hill  and  E.  Campbell. 

Refreshments  were  served  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  programme  and  a 
dance  followed. 
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BLIND  INSTITUTE  HEARS 
■^WeCTTRAGING  REPORTS 

Tag  Day  »tic^jif|~V2$.73— Balance  on 
4^n<\   $1,333 

nual  meeting  of  the  Canadian 

?titiite   for  the   Blind     took 

day   at    the    Mayfair   Club. 

.sidenf.    Lady    Baillie,    In 

'ports,    were    read    by    the 

d   included  that  on  relief 

M.  Macdonald:  the  blind  craft 


dPIT" 


ishop.  %IiEs  Jean  Wood;  sales  depart- 
I  ment,  Miss  Kathleen  O'Brien ;  girls* 
residence  at  Clark  wood,  Mrs.  W.  B. 
McLean :  residence  for  aged  men. 
Mrs.  Robert  Angus.  The  secretaries' 
reports  were  read  by  Mrs.  J.  C. 
Breckenridge  and  Mrs.  G.  G.  Adam. 
The  speaker  of  the  afternoon  was 
Captain  E.  A.  Baker,  Canadian  gen- 
eral   secretary    for    the    blind. 

Mrs.  Percy  Henderson  read  a  splen- 
did .  report  for  ir.e  treasurer's  de- 
partment. Receipts  from  the  tag  day 
in  May,  1929  totalled  $61,522.73.  Total 
receipts  were  $62,746.07.  The  dis- 
bursements totalled  $63,587.48.  Thus 
the  ekcess  of  disbursejnents  over  re- 
ceipt! was  $841.41.  The  balance  on 
handiln  the  bank  is  $1,-332.00.  Tea  was 
servJl  by  Lady  Baillie,  assisted  by 
variftis    members    of    the    institute. 


To  r 
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CARE   OF   THE   BLIND 

To  the  Editor  o^^The  Star. 

SiM^An  anfflysis  of  hundreds  of 
lett^rfrec^jved  by  me  from  all  parts 
of  U\f  Dom^on  reveals  that  a  great 
numtKr  of  bnnd  persons  are  suffering 
extreme  poverty,  some  being  victinns 
of  accidents  which  occurred  prior  to 
I  the  establishment  of  the  compensation 
board. 

On  Jan.  20,  1930,  representatives  of 
I  the  Canadian  Federation  of  the  Blind 
waited  on  the  Hon.  Dr.  J.  H.  King  and 
the  Hon.  Peter  Heenan,  bu'  the  result 
of  the  Interview  was  not  as  encour- 
aging as  had  been  anticipated.  The 
ministers  were  very  sympathetic  to 
our  cause,  but  they  felt,  together  with 
some  of  the  provinces,  that  the  old  age 
pension  act  should  be  more  generally 
adopted  before  any  amendment  to 
I  benefit  the  blind  could  be  added. 

Pensions  are  given  to  the  blind  In 
I  amounts  varying  from  $150  to  $600  per 
I  annum  by  the  following  countries: 
JNew  Zealand,  Great  Britain,  Australia, 
Sweden,  Russia,  and  twenty  states  in 
the  United  States  of  Amei     a. 

If  in  your  paper  you  would  request 
that  all  blind  persons  needing  pensiona 
not  having  yet  communicated  with  me 
will  do  so,  in  order  that  our  regis- 
tration may  be  completed  at  once,  this 
I  valuable  assistance  on  your  part  will 
ibe  greatly  appreciated  by  our  board* 
1  PHILIP  E.  LAYTON,  Presideu*,' 
1  Canadian  Federation  of  the^lind. 
Montreal.  .J^ 

^Jmayrort.  Aft3.    Jaurndl 

p.D.E.  Seeks       11 
\     Pensions  £or  Blind 

At  the  Mtmicipa^^^W'^^^.WHiB 
meeting  on  T^|BBSy    at   the  Mac- 
(jhe  re^t,  Mrs.  'W.  .Duncan 
puisided     and    Mrs.    W.    D.^ 
'  repb|ted  on  sales  of  the  order 
irsaiiw  distribution  to  several 
IS.    ^fTibrary  supplied  a  country 
by  YHjrt   August   chapter  •was 
reported. 

Orders  for  ba.';keti*y  and  other  work; 
of  the  blind  still  coming  in  ac  a  re- 
isulb  of  the  pre-Chrlstmas  saJe  was 
'  felt   to   be   aji  encouraging   feature 


Ffrom  the  efforts  put  forth  by  the 
'chapter  for  the  blind.  A '  request 
from  tha  Canadian  National  Insti- 
tute for  the  Blind  for  a  storeroom  for 
the  work  was  placed  before  tlie  meet- 
ing. One  of  the  members  kindly  of- 
fered to  look  if  ter  tlae  matter. 

Endorsation  was  given  a  resolution 
sent  in  by  Port  Edmonton  chapter 
regarding  the  appeal  wliich  is  being 
made  to  the  federal  government  at 
the  coming  session  for  pensions  for 
the  blind,  and  chapters  were  asked  to 
approach  their  local  federal  members 
for  support  of  this  appeal. 


Mat^tli 
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Constructive  Policy 

|\  J0'or  Aiairig*ilKe  Blind 

Jfvo  the  Bdltor, — ^The  problem  of  the 
JaanltUw  blind  is  not  of  any  magnl- 
'tude  and  an  entirely  satisfactory 
solution  of  the  question  Is  to  be 
j  found  In  provincial  government  con- 
trol and  administration. 
I  The  Manitoba  government  should 
take  over  the  building  and  equip- 
ment (in  which  they  have  a  very 
heavy  equity)  and  the  department 
of  health  and  the  department  of 
education  would  no  doubt  develop 
an  InteilUgent  and  comprehensive 
agenda  of  necessary  services:  lnclud» 
Ing  prevention  of  blindness,  com» 
[pulsory  education  of  blind  children 
In  a  Manitoba  centre,  vocational 
training  of  the  tilind  directed  by 
qualified  Instructors,  employment 
bureau,  sheltered  Industries  and 
pensions. 

Careful  analysis  will  no  doubt  de- 
monstrate that  competent  provlncla.1 
government  direction  will  also  bo  of 
economic    advantage. 

LECTA    NON    'VERSA. 
■Winnipeg,   Feb.    25.  _    
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f     The  Blind  of 


^  WitIi*iF^IT^Xjas^'few  months 
both  the  Dominion  apd  Provincial 
authoritijE  have  been  urged  to  pro- 

epelai^fls    for    the    Blind,    and 

publicityyas  aroused  question. 

\nM  as    to    WTiat    provision    is    now 

de  for  the  class  so  handicapped, 
inquiry  that  has  resulted  here 
In  the  appointment  of  a  Legislative 
committee  which  has  powers  to  in- 
restlgate  the  whole  situatiou. 

Considering  not  only  the  particu- 
lar appeal  of  the  subject  itself  but 
the  economic  aspects  Involved,  It  is 
a  matter  upon  which  the  public  has 
9\  Tight  to  the  fullest  information. 
Manitoba  Government  gave  a  grant 
of  $50,000  to  the  building  here 
where    work    is    carried    on    under 


I  the  auspices  of  the  Canadian  Na- 
tional,  Institute  for  the  Blind  and 
to  this  institution  a  grant  of  $10,000 
annually  has  been  made,  with  the 
Board  this  year  asking  that  it  be 
raised  to  $15,000.  Private  philan- 
thropy, through  the  Federated  Bud- 
get and  private  donations,  also  has 
contributed. 

It  would  be  comparatively  easy 
to  say  that  pensions  ar^  the  one 
iJhIng  needful;  but  as  a /natter  of 
jfact  the  j^roiem'is  more  compli- 
icated.  Prevention  and  employment 
are  the  two  other  angles  of  the 
triangle  and  in  the  long  view  much 
the  most  important. 

It  is  estimated  that  there  are  611 
blind  in  this  province  of  whom  250 
are  over  60  years  of  age.  Adding 
to  this  the  number  of  children  and 
of  those  too  ill  to  work,  it  leaves 
about  150  employable.  An  attempt 
is  made  to  meet  the  needs  of  this 
150  at  the  Institute  within  the  shel- 
tered Industries,  broom^making^.for 
men,  basketry  and  sewing  for  the 
women.  The  attempt  has  been -most 
praiseworthy,  but  unless  such 
efforts  are  Included  as  part  of 
policy  covering  the  whole  field  they 
I  are  apt  to  get  out  of  focus.  It  is 
[the  charting  of  this  whole  field 
which  ought  now  to  be  undertaken 
and  which  the  Legislative  commit- 
tee might  well  undertake. 

The  first  consideration  after  im- 
mediate needs  are  met  is  compul- 
sory education  for  all  blind  chil- 
dren. Manitoba  now  has  20  chil- 
dren at  Brandford  where  they  are 
maintained  at  the  cost  of  $7,000.  It 
is  claimed  that  these  and  others 
whose  parents  are  loth  to  have 
them  so  far  from  home  might  be 
educated  at  the  Institute  here  and 
I  that  in  any  case  emphasis  should 
jbe  on  vocational  training.  To  this 
'end  it  is  suggested  that  efforts 
might  be  made  in  Canada  to  induce 
especially  fitted  individuals  to  go 
in  for  the  profession  of  teaching 
the  Blind.  It  is  suggested  also  that 
Manitoba  might  lead  the  way  'in 
making  a  survey  of  all  industries 
to  see  where  there  might  be  places 
which  the  Blind  could  fill.  The  sur- 
vey should  include  all  fields  of 
labor  outside  the  sheltered  work- 
shops which  have  a  tendency  to  de- 
generate into  relief  stations.  Win- 
hipeg  can  point  to  at  least  a  begin- 
hing  in  this  regard  in  the  conces- 
kion  stations  at  the  hospitals  and 
the  railway  stations  managed  by 
[jliud  persons  which  are  paying 
propositions. 


7^ 
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The  Committee  on  the  Care  of 
Blind  of  the  League  of  Nations  in 
its  report  emphasizes  prevention.  It 
Is  a  campaign  which  cannot  be  too 
strenuously  waged,  prevention  of 
Industrial  accidents,  prophylactic 
measures  for  Infants  and  instituting 
Bight-saving  classes.  In  this  last 
division  also  there  is  need  of 
special  training  for  fcacliers. 

A  calculation  of  2'Ager^  cent.  In- 
digeut    among    the    B^nd  "gives    an 

indication^f  Uji^eed  of  the  pen. 
sion  provisTBfSr  but  the  other  fields 
indicated  also  call  for  definition  of 
policy. 
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BOARD  Oh  TRADE 
JUNIOR  SECTION 
SEE  BUND  WORK 

SurveyJbf  Problem   of  Sight- 
less men/hnd  Women  Starts 
Visit  to  Institute 


Sl»tlnglft  siiivey  of  the  problem 
of  cw-iT^loi-  the  blind  in  Manitoba, 
memlei%&f  thp  Young  Men's  Board 
of  T*Lde  of  Winnipeg  today  visited 
the  ^adquarters  of  the  Canadian 
A'alionsl  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
Portage  and  Sherburn.  They  in- 
spected the  workshops  and  saw  at 
first  hand  how  the  institute  here  ia 
trving  to  place  the  sightless  on  as 
independent  an  economic  footing 
aa    possible. 

A  second  paaty  from  the  Young, 
Aten's  Boar<l  of  Trade  is  to  make 
a  similar  visit  on   Thursday.  I 

Xearly  150  visitors  were  received 
at  the  institute  today  by  E.  Flex- 
man,  general  manager.  Mr.  Flex- 
man  showed  the  visitors  through 
the  workshops  and  said  that  Winni- 
peg has  the  most  up-to-date  build- 
ing of  Its  klTi  >  -n  Canada.  He  said 
the  objei  i  the  institute  was  to 
ameliorate  ae  condition  of  the  blind 
who  are  rjsident  in  Manitoba  and 
Saskatchewan. 

Mr.  Flexman  explained  that,  under 
their  economic  handicap,  the  blind 
found  It  Impossible  to  mamtaid 
themselves.  ,    ^  ,J 

In  the  Winnipeg  workshops,  3H 
blind  men  and  seven  blind  women 
■wei-e  trained  in  brush,  wUJker  ^TO^h 
ami  garment  making.  Jttany  blind, 
persons  had  succeeded,  #ith  the  aid 
of  the  institute,  in  nfcking  them-j 
selves  Independent,  yiose  included| 
.some  thoroughly  '  competent  piano 
tuners. 

Mr.  Flexman  explained  also  that 
one  person  in  every  1,000  becomes 
blind,  that  50  percent  of  this  blind: 
ness  is  preventable  and  that  there 
are  now  more  than  500  blind  per- 
sons In  Manitoba.  Except  for  somej 
slight  assistance  from  the  goveri^ 
ment  these  depend  for  their  livejpi 
hood  on  what  they  can  earn  #t' 
their  handicrafts  and  on  puJlic 
■ubs^riptions.  # 


h     S-,      I?  3c 


EARNING  $500,000  IN  CANADA 


7 


me     ^f1^e     Possible   .  By 
Work  of  National 
Institute 


YEAR  OF  PROSPERITY 

"Nothing    Is    Impossible,"    Says 

British  Leader  at 

St.   Dunstan's 


Over  $500,000  was  the  sum  realized 
la.st  year  by  the  sale  of  articles  made 
t>    the  blind  in  Canada. 

The  old  slogan,  "Pity  the  Blind," 
has  become  obsolete  in  a  fashion. 

This  modern  miracle,  hardly  realized 
by  tha.averag-e  person  Mho  has  had 
eyes  to'  watch  it  occurrinjT.  ,1s  chiefly 
the  result  of  the  work  of  the  Canadian 
■National  Institute  for  the  Blind..  In- 
directly it  is  a  result  of  the  war  and 
the  work  of  Sir  Arthi..  Pearson  with 
blinded  soldiers  at  St.  Dunstan's,' 
England, 

March     /  ?,    19^0 


WOULD  HAVE  FRIEND 
HELP  BLIND  TO  VOTE 

Change  From  Present  Procedure 
(r   ^      *^     Is   Sought  , 


S#rlal  to  The  Star  By  Staff  Reporter 
)ttawa.  March  19.— The  political 
sfatus  of  blind  electors  in  Canadian 
elections  was  discussed  to-day  by  the 
-special  committee  of  the  Commons  on 
the  Dominion  Elections'  Act  and  Cor- 
rupt Practices  Inquiries  Act. 

Richard  Myers  of  Toronto,  repre- 
senting the  Canadian  National  Insti- 
ti'te  for  the  Blind,  asked  for  an  am- 
Act  which  would  permit  the  blind  voter 
endmpnt  to  the  Dominion  Elections 
to  select  someone  to  enter  the  polling 
booth  and  mark  his  ballot  for  him. 
The  present  system,  whereby  the 
deputy  returning  officer  marked  the 
ballot,  was  not  satisfactory  to  the! 
blind.  I 

Mr.  Myers  said  there  were  T.OfX)  blind 
persons  In  Canada.  The  blind  asked 
that,  they  might  take  a  relative  or 
friend  to  help  them,  such  assistant 
only  beinfT  permitted  to  heln  one  blind 
person  and  to  take  an  oath  thai  he  has 
marked  the  ballot  a.s  directed-  by  the 
blind  voter.  ^^ 


Sir  Arthur's  work  furnished  the  \n^ 
spiration  on  which  the  Canadian  Na-' 
tional  Institute  for  the  Blind  was 
founded  In  1918.  His  methods  have 
been  largely  followed  and  his  motto, 
"Nothing  is  lmpos.«^ible  for  the  blind 
until  it  ha.s  been  proved  so,"  has  car- 
ried the  work  in  Canada  to  success,  as 
it  did  in  England.  I 

Many   Live  in    Turoiito 

Canada  has  7,000  blind,  over  one- 
tonth  of  whom  live  in  Toronto,  and 
half  of  whom  need  never  have  been 
b'.ind. 

For  12  years  the  Institute  has  work- 
ed both  to  prevent  blindness  and  to 
eUut  ate  tlio.se  already  blind.  Its  ef- 
forts' in  both  directions  are  meeting 
with    complete  success. 

Yoi'ng  men  of  mechanical  aptitude 
have  fi^en  trained  to  do  intricate  ma- 
chine shop  work  and  a  number  are 
working  en  an  equal  basis  in  competi- 
tion with  men  with  full  use  of  their 
eyes  In  T;Tonto  factories  at  the  pre- 
sent time." 

Others,  vnable  to  work  in  factories, 
carry  on  basketry,  wool  and  leather 
working  »^d  other  home  Industrie.', 
the  Instiitite  handling  the  .sale  of  the 
:j  I  tides  jnade  for  the  workmen. 


MSfch     H,     /136. 
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National   Organization    Asks 

Grs^nt  of  $500  From 

■  Edmonton 


Seeking  avrant  of  $500  from  the 
city  to  aid  the  Canadian  National 
Institute  for  the  blind  in  carrying 
on  its  work,  representatives  of  the 
organization  waited  upon  the  finance 
comnjittee  at  its  regular  meeting 
Tuesday  afternoon.  The  request  was 
referred  to  the  city  commissioners  for 
stu<j(y  witli  current  estimates  for  the 

delegates  made  a  stroJig  appeal 

ipport  from  the  city,  telling  of 

stitute's  work  in  assisting  the 

to  establish    themselves   on    a 

iupporting    basis,    giving     relief 

ses  of  emergency  and  carrying 

n  active  campaign  for  the  pre- 

on  of  blindness. 


If 


/n  Sr>th      ^,    1736 

NationaiJnstitate  Makes  "Pity  the  Blind"  Slogan  Obsolete 


i:amze  $.iO,o(K)  ox  i tt tt r TTnjyutiimi  Tiif>f  it  j^m  by  thk  sichtlkss 

Here  are  some  interes^ggiWrenes  shown  hi  n*^^hotograplis,  givhig  an 
lea  how.  and  why,  th^jpFslogan  "Pity  the  Blind,"  iTSl^erome  obsolete,  and 
t)w  these  sightlesajjPmibers  of  society  are  making  gooc^tandcr  the  tutelage 
the  CanadiaiylBstitiite  for  the  Blind,  Last  year,  earniiifcL  from  products 
blind  indyj^^  amounted  to  some  $50,000  for  Canada,  ^fcthing  is  im- 
i.ssible,"i|(|^blind  leader  of  St.  Dun.stan's  in  England  salk  (1)  Eight 
liiKilc  JjKomatic  tapping  machines  tlireading  nuts.  (2)  LacilB^  spokes  In 
riage  and  tricycle  wheels.  The  msn  In  this  photograOTys  totally 
id  possesses  perception  of  light  in  only  one  eye,  and  (3)  the^Bpcession 
<ii      in  the  city  hall,    Toronto. 
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A  Great  NationtMide  Welfare  Work 


of  th 

strongly 

helping 

commer^ 


In  an  age  when  org«*iized  society  is  interest- 
ing its§J^to  an  increasing  degree  in  Lhe  welfare 
0  atajshysically  or  mentally  handi- 
re  is  nojiroblem  which  appeals  more 
to  pubnc  sympathy  than  that  of 
e  blind  to  take  their  place  in  civil  and 
1  life  and  to  enjoy  at  least  a  share  of 
the  things  which  are  enjoyed  by  people  who  are 
blessed  with  sight. 

Canada  is  fortunate  in  having  a  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind  which  operates  in  a 
nation-wide  way  for  the  oetterment  of  their 
condition  in  life.  Its  work  has  several  phases. 
ill  promotes  modern  methods  of  prevention  and 
(sight-saving.  It  interests  itself  in  publishing, 
'magazine  and  library  facilities.  It  handles  the 
commercial  and  employment  problem  which  is  so 
vital  to  an  impro\Tment  in  the  lot  of  those  who 
have  lost  their  sight. 

The  National  Institute  is  natio/ial  in  scope 
as  well  as  in  name,  and  an  idea  of  the  field 
which  it  must  cover  is  afforded  by  the  fact  that 
there  are  7,000  blind  in  the  Dominion.  The 
importance  of  the  Institute's  preventive  work 
is  indicated  by  the  statement  that  fifty  per  cent. 


of  these  need  never  have  been  blind.  To  afford 
I  employment  to  blind  people  from  one  end  of 
[Canada  to  the  other,  the  Institute  has  establish- 
led  special  factories  in  Halifax,  Ottawa,  Toronto, 
Winnipeg  and  Vancouver.  But  it  does  not  con- 
fin*  its  activities  to  the  employment  of  men  in 
its  own  institutions.  It  is  constantly  at  work  on 
behalf  of  blind  people  who  are  seeking  employ- 
ment. It  is  in  touch  with  manufacturers, 
iinstitution.s,  transportation  companies  and  cor- 
iporations  of  all  kinds  in  an  effort  to  find  work 
that  the  blind  can  do  acceptably — ami  with 
notable  success.,  It  secures  concessions  for 
blind  people  to  operate  stands  of  various  kinds 
in  public  and  semi-public  places,  and  provides 
j;hem  with  suitable  stands  to  operate.  There 
,beno  finer  work  than  this,  and—jmaa— *»■ 
which  tlie  !iLJlL8"TSTff5re  vitally  interested. 


n 
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COMMITTEE  ON 
Ul  PENSIONS 
TOBEPiRT  TODAY 

^Cjlui^rVegisJature  To  Me- 
/  mori^ze  Ottawa  to 
I        Take  Action 


A^3rch    ^g      J9S0 


Recommending  that  the  legislature 
memorialize  the  federal  government 
to  give  effect  at  the  present  session 
of  parliament  to  pensions  for  the 
blind,  the  special  committee  of  six, 
appointed  a  month  ago  to  consider 
the  question,  held  its  final  meeting 
Wednesday  night  and  decided  on  its 
report. 

The  committee's  findings  will  be 
submitted  to  the  House  today,  and  if 
accepted,  will  be  forwarded  to  Ot- 
tawa. Otner  recommendations  in 
the  report  are: 

1.  That  the  Dominion  Old  Asi 
Pensions  act  be  amended  at  thr 
current  session  by  attaching  a 
schedule  containing  special  pro- 
visions for  blind  persons. 

2.  Provision  for  such  pensions  at 
an  earlier  age  and  of  more  liberal 
amount  than  is  now  provided  for  by 
the  Old  AgR  Pensions  act  for 
sighted  persons. 

3.  That  wider  issues  involved  in 
education  and  training  of  young 
blind  persons,  training  and  indus- 
trial occupation  of  the  adult  blind, 
together  with  the  problem  of  pre- 
vention of  blindness  and  necessary 
relief  measures,  be  made  the  subject 
of  special  investigation. 

4.  That  the  Saskatchewan  govern- 
ment be  asked  to  join  with  the 
Manitoba  government  in  sotting  up 
at  the  earliest  possible  date  a  com- 
petent commission  of  inquiry  to  In- 
vestigate and  report  upon  all  mat- 
ters appertaining  to  welfare  of  blind 
persons  within  the  two  provinces. 

The  original  petition  to  the  Houso 
which  resulted  in  appointment  of 
the  committee  was  presented  by  Wm. 
Ivens.  The  committee  members 
were:  Hon.  R.  A.  Hoey,  D.  C.  Camp- 
bell, I.,akeside;  Dr.  H.  McGavin,  Mor- 
den-Rhineland;  Mrs.  Edith  Rogers, 
W.  V.  Tobias  and  Mr.  Ivens.  Winni- 
peg. Three  meetings  were  held  in  ar- 
riving at  tei-ms  of  the  report. 


BlJNDJEIlSIONS 
REPORT  ADOPTED 
BY  LEGISLATURE 

Federal  Government  To  Be 
Asked  to  Bring  Down  Neces- 
sary Measure 


The  legislature  Thursday,  unani- 
mously adopted  the  report  of  the 
special  committee,  which  recom- 
mended payment  of  penslon4Ja,^lfi. 
blind,  and  the  federal  government 
will  Ibe^asked  to  bring  down  neces- 
aary  amendments  to  the  Old  Age 
Pension  Act  at  the  current  parlia- 
mentary session. 

The  committee  recommendations 
•were  presented  by  J.  A.  Munn, 
Dufferin.  Infonning  the  House  that 
of  467  blind  people  in  the  province, 
the  period  of  blindness  in  112  cases 
had  commenced  between  one  and] 
ten  years  of  age,  the  figures  sug-i 
gested,  he  said,  the  need  for  more- 
efficient  preventive  measures.  About 
50  percent  of  the  123  over  70  years 
of  age  are  now  receiving  old  age 
pensions. 

Some    Give    Relief 

The  blind  population  includes  160 
married  men,  102  married  women, 
134  single  men,  42  single  women, 
and  28  children,  12  male  and  14 
female.  Dr.  Munn  said  examination 
of  the  records  indicated  there  are! 
approximately  130  who  should  bej 
receiving  old  age  pensions. 

In  the  Institute  for  Blind,  46  are 
given  employment,  3fl  males,  with 
wages  ranging  from  $10  to  $20  a 
week,  and  seven  women  at  $9  a 
week.  In  private  institutions  In 
the  city  six  men  aie  receiving  em- 
ployment at  $11  a  week,  and  eight 
women  at  $7  a  week.  The  City  of 
Winnipeg  gives  relief  to  15  blind 
people  and  23  are  cared  for  in  the 
Home  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm. 

Subject    of    Inquiry 

The  federal  old  age  pension  act, 
If  amended  as  the  report  asks. 
would  require  addition  of  a  special 
schedule  containing  special  provi-j 
aion  for  blind  persons.  The  com-- 
mittee  asked  that  payments  com- 
mence at  an  earlier  age  than  pro- 
vided in  the  special  legislation,  and 
that  the  amounts  be  larger  than 
now  provided  for  sighted  persona. 

The  larger  questions  of  education 
and  training,  prevention  of  blind- 
ness, it  is  stated,  should  be  the  sub- 
ject of  a  joint  inquiry  by  Manitoba 
and  Saskatchewan.  It  is  likely  that 
such  board  will  be  suggested,  and 
if  the  proposal  Is  approved  by  the 
Saskatchewan  government,  a  re- 
port will  be  submitted  to  the  two 
legislatures  next  session. 


\A/ir\dsoi"^6T>2.^  Qdh  Cities    SZ<3  t' 

.  For  the^Blind.^ 

mroers  of  the  Windsor  Lions'  Clu 
lavaoompleted  arrangements  for  thci 

tnuaPtoncert  for  the  blind,  to  be  held 
St:*^lphonsus  Hall,  Goyeau  street. 
on\.Uie  evening  of  April  9.  A  splendid 
program  has  been  arranged,  including 
a  playlet  in  which  a  blind  man  has  the 
leading  role.  Four  blind  artists  from 
Toronto  will  also  take  part  in  the  even- 
ing's entertainment. 

The  Senior  and  Junior  Mary  Grant 
Societies  and  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary 
have  undertaken  the  sale  of  tickets  for 
the  event  and  the  audience  should  be 
of  a  capacity  size.  One  cannot  think 
of  any  form  of  humanitarian  work  that 
more  strongly  appeals,  than  the  assist- 
ance the  Lions'  Club  has  given  and  is 
giving  to  those  who  have  lost  their 
eyesight.  Such  work  is  Christianity  in 
its, finest  form. 


M^rch    ;?/-      ^9  Jo 


Mass  Meeting  of  BJintj 
«./-;  Will  Be  Held  Saturday 


meeting  of  the  blind  of 
_ie««ity  and  all  those  interested  in 
obtaining  pensions  for  the  blind, 
will  be  held  in  the  Canadian  Na- 
tional Institute  for  the  Blind,  cor- 
ner Portage  ave.  and  Sherburn  at, 
Saturday,    at    2.45    p.m. 

The  petition  for  pensions  made 
to  the  provincial  government  will 
be  discussed  nad  the  report  from 
the  United  Blind  Pensions  commit- 
tee will   be   received. 

In  view  of  the  recent  action  of 
the  legislature  regarding  pensions 
for  the  blind,  the  question  is  felt 
to  be  one  of  g^reat  importance,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  as  many  as  pos- 
sible  will   attend. 


March      t^<f,      /9Jo 


Anderson  Favors  Co-operat?ort 
In  Carina  for  the  Blind 

larch  28.— When  told  today 
report  to  the  Manitoba 
fatuM  and  adopted,  recommended 
It  action  with  Saskntchewan  in  care 
bv  the  blind.  Premier  J.  T.  M.  Ander- 
son declared  he  was  in  favor  of  the 
three  prairie  provinces  combining  for 
the  work. 

While  not  In  possession  of  any  de- 
tails of  the  Manitoba  report  and  for 
that  reason  not  inclined  to  make  any 
lengthy  statement  qn  It.  he  said  he 
believed  the  three  provinces.  Saskat- 
chewan, Manitoba  and  Alberta,  could 
well  co-operate  In  th«  construction  said 
maintenance  of  an  Institution  that 
would  serve  the  blind  people  of  the 
prairie  country.  In  respect  to  the  other 
matters,  he  would  not  comment  until 
lie  rec3lvecl  .some  f onimunication  from 
Mrnltgb^ 
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1VENS  PLEADS 
FOR  COMMISSION 
TO  STUDY  BLIE 


idment  To  Old  Age  Pen- 
5i#s  Act  Best  Course  to 
Follow,  He  Thinks 


I"  Appointment  of  a  royal  commis- 
ialon  to  investigate  existing  condi- 
tions among  tbe  blind  people  of 
Jfanltoba  was  urged  by  William 
Ivens,  M.L.A.,  at  a  mass  meeting  o( 
tth«  blind  Saturday  afternoon  in  fii^ 
McNichol  auditorium  of  the  Cana- 
idian  National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 
[  Such  a  commioslon  would  mean  a 
moat  Important  step  towards  secur- 
ing pensions  for  the  blind,  Mr.  Ivens 
jiald.  The  blind  must  forward  their 
petition  to  each  legislature  in  the 
Dominion  and  attempt  to  get  them 
to  fall  in  line  with  Manitoba.  There 
could  then  be  no  possible  objection 
on  the  part  of  th©  federal  govern- 
pment,  Mr-  Ivens  said. 

Mor«   PubKeity   Needed 

CJablnet  ministers,  sendee  clubs, 
labor  organizations  and  business 
men  should  be  approached  and  made 
acquainted  with  existing  conditions, 
the  speaker  said. 

Mr.  Ivens'  plan  wajj  endorsed 
unanimously  by  the  meeting.  It  was 
ffilt  that  the  best  plan  was  to  seek 
an  amendment  to  the  Old  Ap[e  Pen- 
sion act,  for,  if  a  Blind  Pensiocs  act 
was  requested,  more  objection  could 
be  raised  by  parliament,  provided 
all  legislatures  in  the  Dominion  w«re 
HQt  wholeheartedly  behind  the  ef^ 
fort. 

.  Five  main  steps  In  the  suggested 
method  of  approaching  the  federal 
government  were  outlined  by  Mr. 
Ivene: 

-  l—Pensions  for  the  aged  blind,  tfhe 
Infirm,  the  unemployed  and  the  un- 
employable. 

J— Amendment  of  ttie  Old  Age 
Pension  act  to  include  the  blind. 

3 — Pensions  for  the  blind  at  an 
earlier  age  and  In  greater  amounts 
than  provided  for  in  Old  Age  Pen' 
sions  act. 

_  4 — Requesting  Saskatchewan  to 
join  the  Manitoba  government  in  its 
request  for  a  royal  commission  to 
Investigate  all  problems  of  the  blind. 
"  5— 'Relief  for  the  blind,  prevention 
usf  blindness,  education  of  the  young 
blind,  etc. 

Says  Council   behind   Psmand 

Aldermen  Simpkin  and  Durward 
ssBurcd  the  blind  that  the  council 
was  in  favor  of  backing  up  their  de- 
mands, "The  city  council  has  al- 
ready  sent  a  request  to  the  legisla* 
ture  and  wHl  do  all  in  its  power  to 
help  this  movement,"  Alderman 
S&impkin  said. 

^  Alex,  Cairns,  of  the  Canadian  I^e- 

gion,    B.E.S.L.,   and   R.   T.   Hodgson. 

!  principal  of  Kelvin  Technical   High 

.school,    also   addressed   the  meeting. 


fT-    

ISug^lst^^ommission  Be  Ap- 
pointed'to  Investigate  Condi- 
tionsVin  Banks  of  Afflicted 


I  Siiggestlng  that  a  royal  commission 
|be  appointed  to  fully  Investigate  exlart- 
Ing  conditions  in  the  ranks  of  the  blind 
people  of  Manitoba  was  made  by  WU- 
Uam  Ivens,  M.L.A.,  Saturday  afternooji 
jat  a  maes  meeting  of  the  blind,  held  in 
'the  McNichol  auditorium  of  the  Cana- 
dian National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 
I  "This  Is  the  most  Important  step  to- 
wards the  securing  of  pensions  for  the 
blind,"  Mr.  Ivens  told  the  gathering. 
"The  biggest  and  Immediate  need  on 
your  part  i-;  to  begin  to  shape  things 
for  presentation  to  a  royal  commission. 
If  a  reliable  commission  is  appointed, 
I  can't  Imagine  that  the  future  will 
be  as  bad  as  the  past." 

If  every  legislature  in  Canada  had 
Joined  forces,  he  said,  the  Blind  act, 
creating  pensions  for  the  blind,  would 
have  been  created  immediately  by  the 
federal  government.  The  blind  must 
forward  their  petition  to  eacli  legis- 
lature In  the  Dominion  and  attempt  to 
get  them  to  fall  In  line  with  Manitoba, 
and  then  there  could  be  no  possible 
objeotlons  by  the  federal  government. 

"Send  your  petition  to  each  cabinet 
minister  at  Ottawa,"  Mr.  Ivens  advised 
his  audience,  "and.  If  i>o£8lble,  to  every 
member  of  parliament  and  the  legisla- 
ture. Approach  service  clubs,  labor  or- 
ganizations and  business  men  and  out- 
line the  existing  conditions." 

Tile  gathering  unanimously  agreed 
that  Mr.  Ivens'  suggested  plan  was  the 
best  one,  and  that  It  must  be  taken, 
step  by  step.  It  was  felt  that  the  best 
plan  was  to  seek  an  amendment  to  the 
Old  Age  Pensions  act,  for,  if  a  Blind 
Pensions  cct  was  requested,  more  ob- 
jection could  be  raised  by  parliament, 
provided  all  legislatures  In  the  Do- 
minion were  not  wholeheartedly  be- 
hind the  effort. 

MetJiod  of  Procedure. 

Plve  main  steps  In  the  suggested 
method  of  approaching  the  federal  gov- 
lernment  were  outlined  by  Mr.  Ivens: 
I  1 — Pensions  for  the  aged  blind,  the 
infirm,  the  unemployed  and  the  un- 
employable. 

2 — ^Amendment  of  the  Old  Age  Pen- 
sions act  to  Include  the  blind. 

3 — Pensions  for  the  blind  at  an 
jearller  age  and  In  greater  amounts  than 
provided  lor  in  Old  Age  Pensions  act. 

4 — Requesting  Saskatchewan  to  join 
the  Manitoba  government  in  its  re- 
quest for  a  royal  commission  to  in- 
vestigate all  problems  of  the  blind. 
I  5 — Relief  for  the  blind,  prevention 
!of  blindness,  education  of  the  young 
[blind,  etc. 
j         Says  Coujcil  Behind  Demand. 

Aldermen  atnpkin  and  Durward  as- 
sured the  blinl  that  the  council  was  In 
favor  of  bacMpg  up  their  demands. 
"TJie  city  coulK^i  has  already  sent  a 
request  to  the^felslatur*,  aad  will  do 

lall  In  Its  power  to  help  this  movement," 
I  Alderman  Slmpkln  said. 


j  Alex.  Oairns,  of  the  Canadian  Legion, 
IB.E.SX.,  and  R  T.  Hodgson,  principal 
of  Kelvin  Technical  High  school,  who 
[attended  the  meeting,  said  they  had 
attended  to  learn  of  the  conditions 
among  the  blind,  and  to  lend  their  aid 

in  any  way  possible  In  the  bettering  of 
hose  conditions. 
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Pensions  for  Blind  Living 
In  IsoIatoeT  Vans  Aavocated 


DlatpeT 

yjffiadian 


(Cffladian  Press  Despatch.) 
tta§si^)nt.,  April  8. — Pensions  for 
d  persons  living  in  isolated  parts 
he  ■«t!untry  were  advocated  last 
nig*t  before  the  Canadian  Federation 
of  Ae  Blind  by  D.  B.  Lawley,  travel- 
ling'keeretary  of  the  organization. 

There  are  7,000  sightless  persons  in 
Canada,  he  said,  the  majority  of  whom 
lost  their  .sight  after  reaching  35  year.^ 
of  age.  The  handicap,  he  explained, 
weighed  much  heavier  on  those  living 
in  rural  areas.  He  recommended  set- 
ting xip  federal  and  provincial  advisory 
ommittees  to  deal  with  the  welfare 


these  unfortunates. 


fare  aj' 
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NIEfiUUMED  BY 
ITY  POLICE  ORCHESTRA 


nipeg  City  Police  orchestra, 
the  leadership  of  Detective 
son,  provided  the'  main  fea- 
a  of  a  variety  program  given 
'  rsday  evening  at  the  Canadian 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Lux  in 
Tenebris  club.  Governor  Downie  oc- 
cunied   the  chair. 

Supplementing  the  orchestral 
selections  were  the  following  items; 
,Mrs.  A.  Wilson,  soprano  solos; 
iMessrs.  Salvason  and  McArthur,  in- 
strumental duet;  Sandy  Phimister, 
comic  recitations;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Moore,  banjo  duet,  and  J.  Lennon. 
song  and  dance.  Refreshments  and 
dancing  were  enjoyed  at  a  later 
hour. 
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BLIND  ARE  ENTERTAINED 
^At  CONCERT  AND  DANCE 

ffhc  Winnipeg  branch  of  the  Can- 
a*an  Federation  of  the  Blind  en- 
tertained a  large  gathering  of  blind 
people  and  their  friends  in  the  Nor- 
man hall  on  Saturday  evening. 
Norman  A.  Macmillan,  president  of 
the  Lion's  club,  occupied  the  chair. 

Artists  contributing  to  the  pro- 
gram of  instrumental,  comic  and 
vocal  numbers  were:  Helen  Good- 
man. Muriel  Pascoe.  Annie  McMil- 
lan. Mrs.  F.  J.  Hadlow,  Walter 
Bracegirdle.  Wm.  Baker,  Edwin 
Arlt,  and  Joe  Aiken.  Refreshments 
were  served  under  the  supervision 
of  Mrs.  J.  T.  Polito.  With  Claude 
Turner's  orchestra  providing  the 
music  the  blind  folk  danced  with 
their  sighted  partners  until  mid- 
night. Mark  I..  Toe.  H..  provided 
stewards   for  the   eveninjg^  '' 


ro 
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BLIJUEHEaTRr 
TO  PLMiMY 


Concert  to  Be  Staged  at  Empress 
Sightless 
Musicians 


Hotel  by 
yj  ^J       Music 

yi  ^gp  Autumn  i 


_  of  1928  a  number 

of 'musically  inclined  blind  persons 
came  together  for  the  purpose  of 
organizing  an  orchestra.  This  body, 
working  under  the  heading  of 
British  Columbia  Instrumental  and 
Vocal  Branch  of  the  Blind,  con- 
ducted an  independent  drive  for 
funds  with  which  to  purchase  in- 
struments and  to  pay  tuition  for 
those  who  wished  to  study  instru- 
ments. All  the  members  of  this  or- 
chestra are  blind  or  partially  blind, 
except  the  pianist  and  the  leader, 
who  have  full  sight.  Two  of  the 
members,  before  the  loss  of  sight, 
were  performers  in  other  orchestras, 
while  the  remainder  have  studied 
their  instruments  since  blindness.  At 
present  there  are  thirteen  members 
in  the  orchestra.  Some  of  these, 
besides  studying  instnmiehtal  music, 
have  remarkable  vocal  talent. 

Although  not  yet  one  year  a  resi- 
dent of  Vancouver,  from  Montreal 
Miss  Esther  Foley  has  become  w^ 
known  throughout  the  province  by 
radio  as  a  soprano  of  great  ability. 
Mr.  Gordon  Rooke,  baritone,  has 
been  for  years  a  favorite  on  Van- 
couver platforms,  while  Ronald  R. 
Matthews,  sixteen-year-old  boy  won- 
der pianist,  is  renov/ned  through- 
out British  Columbia,  Alberta  and 
the  State  of  Washington  as  an  ac- 
companying artist  with  Aunt  Emma 
of  the  radio  broadcast. 

The  main  objective  of  this  body 
of  blind  people  is  to  foster  musical 
talent  among  the  sightless.  Start- 
ing from  a  small  nucleus,  the  or- 
chestra has  grown  to  its  present 
size  very  rapidly  under  the  guid- 
ance of  the  capable  leader,  Mr.  A. 
Manzinoya.  With  the  object  in  view 
of  raising  funds  for  further  tuition 
and  purchase  of  instruments  the 
British  Columbia  Instrumental  and 
Vocal  Branch  of  the  Blind  will  stage 
a  concert  in  the  Empress  Hotel 
ballroom,  April  25,  sponsored  by 
the  Ladies'  Musical  Club  and  other 
prominent  citizens  of  Victoria. 

Tickets  are  for  sale  at  the  Em- 
press Hotel,  Messrs.  Davis  &:  King, 
Fletcher  Brothers,  Steel's,  Morris', 
Kent's,  Levy  Cigar  Store,  Willis, 
Clubb's  Cigar  Store  and  Mr.  F^ 
Landsberg's  office. 


Wm  EFORT  FOR 


To    Be    Asked    to 
ress  •"Subject    at    Inter- 
Provincial  Conference 


Premiers  of  all  the  western  provinces 
will  b«  urged  to  se«k  a  means  of  ob- 
taining federal  pensions  for  the  blind 
at  the  Inter-provincial  conference  in 
Ottawa  next  June,  It  was  decided  yes- 
terday afternoon,  at  a  meeting  of  the 
United  Blind  Pensions  committee  of 
Manitoba  In  the  legislative  buildings. 

Manitoba  members  of  parliament 
and  of  the  provincial  legislature  were 
Invited  to  attend  the  meeting  and  give 
their  views,  and  tliose  present  were. 
Leland  P.  Bancroft,  M.P..  Selkirk;  Ar- 
thur L.  Beaubin,  M.P.,  Provencher;  J. 
H.  Cotter,  M.L.A.,  Assinlbola.  and 
Joseph  Bernler,  M.L.A.,  St.  Boniface 
Mrs.  Ethel  Ezart,  of  the  United  Blind 
Pensions  committee,  was  chairman. 

Acting  on  the  advice  of  Messrs.  Ban- 
croft and  Beaubin,  the  committee  will 
seek  to  obtain  the  co-op€ratIon  of  all 
western  organizations  devoted  to  the 
welfare  of  the  blind,  in  urging  that 
the  premiers  Introduce  the  subject  of 
pensions  for  the  blind  into  the  inter- 
provincial  conference  at  Ottawa,  which 
also  will  tackle  the  problems  of  immi- 
gration policy  and  unemployment  in- 
surance. 

Mr.  Bancroft  said  he  would  r:dvocate 
a  united  policy  among  the  Manitoba 
members  of  parliament  when  the  an- 
nual   grant    qf    JIJ.OOO    for    the    Can- 
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GIVE  PROOHAK 


Audience    of    AWJCl    Four    Hundred 
Listcnybt  Empress  to  Unique 
y^^Jr   Entertainment 

\rfn  {Aertatnment  unio.ue  in  Vic- 
tolia's  musical  history  took  place  at 
the  Empress  Hot3l  last  evening, 
when  a  group  of  British  Columbia 
musicians  gave  a  concert  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Ladies'  Musical 
Club.  At  the  close  of  the  programme, 
Mr.  Fred  Landsberg,  who  so  ably 
managed  the  arrangements  for  the 
affair,  announced  that  the  sum  of 
$100  or  so  would  be  available  for  the 
fund  which  the  musicians  are  trying 
to  raise  toward  further  tuition  and 
the  purchase  of  instruments.  With 
this  assurance  the  talented  little 
company  departed  by  the  night  boat 
for  Vancouver.   , 


f^  The  whole  programme  was  a  suc- 
cession of  happy  surprises,  for  each 
of  the  items  disclosed  some  new  fact 
of  interest  to  an  audience  which  had 
probably  given  little  thought  to  the 
subject  of  how  the  blind  master  the 
techinique  of  music.  A  number  of 
the  musicians,  it  was  apparent,  had 
natural  musical  ears.  But  the  dif- 
ficulty of  associating  this  with  the 
technique  necessary  to  the  playing 
of  the  various  instruments  of  an  or- 
chestra, and  in  ensemble,  became 
obvious  the  moment  one  saw  the 
group  of  musicians  together.  How 
were  they  to  follow  a  conductor,  for 
instance?  Then  Mr.  A.  Manzinoja, 
their  leader,  lifted  his  violin  and 
began  to  play,  and  the  other  instru- 
ments took  their  cue  from  this  and 
performed  Herold's  "Zampa/"  with 
surprising  spirit  and  purpose.  In 
the  course  of  the  evening  the  or- 
chestra, numbering  eight  or  nine 
pieces,  contributed  several  other 
selections,  keeping  admirable  time 
and  intonation,  and  giving  very 
pleasing  expression,  merely  by  tak- 
ing the  signs  from  the  conductor's 
instrument.  Selections  from  Wal- 
lace's "Maritana,"  Balfe's  "Bohe- 
mian Girl"  and  Goimod's  "Faust" 
were  heard  later  in  the  programme, 
always  giving  much  enjoyment,  al- 
though the  listener  persistently 
marvelled  at  the  patience,  diligencs 
and  hunger  for  emotional  expres- 
sion which  had  urged  the  blind 
players  to  rehearse  under  what  to 
the  average  person  would  be  In- 
superable difficulties. 

The  solo  numbers  were  no  less 
surprising  and  pleasing.  Holding  a 
sheet  of  Braile ,  music  in  her  left 
hand,  and  following  the  words  with 
the  fingers  of  her  right,  Miss  E. 
Foley  sang  several  numbers  very 
charmingly.  Her  voice  is  a  mezzo- 
soprano  of  delightful  quality  and 
was  used  with  expression  and  sym- 
pathy, her  diction  also  being 
pleasantly  clear.  Her  first  song  was 
Cowan's  "It  Was  a  Dream, "  as  an 
encorse  to  which  she  sang  the  dainty , 
modern  "The  Lying  Little  Daisy.", 
In  her  second  group  were  Wether- 
ley's  "Danny  Boy"  and,  as  an  encore, 
"The  Brown  Owl,"  the  humor  of 
whicl«  was  happily  emphasized.  This 
singer  was  a  particular  favorite,  and 
the  members  of  her  audience  will 
watch  with  interest  the  place  v/hich 
she  takes  in  the  June  Musical 
Festival,  in  which  she  has  entered 
as  a  competitor. 

Ronald  Matthews,  who  ranks  as 
British  Columbia's  leading  blind 
pianist,  and  who  holds  six  diplomas 
from  the  London  Royal  Academy  of 
Music  and  two  from  the  British 
Columbia  Musical  Festival,  showed 
obvious  musicianship  in  a  group 
which  included  a  Chopin  number. 
Lebath's  Fifth  Nocturne,  and 
Grainger's  "Country  Gardens."  A 
wonderful  facility  at  the  keyboard, 
despite  tlie  fact  that  he  had  to  rely 
entirely  on  sense  of  touch,  and  a 
sureness  of  memory  which  must  be 
ilmost  purely  musical  ratlier  than 
"musical- visual,"  as  so  many  music- 
ians confess  themselves  to  be,  made 
this  a  peculiarly  interesting  per- 
formance to  the  hundreds  of  list- 
eners.    The  works  were   performed 


not  only  with  accuracy,  but  with 
much  expression  and  freedom  of 
execution. 

The  only  imported  talent  of  the 
evening  was  afforded  in  connection 
with  Gordon  Rcoke's  group  of  bari- 
tone solos,  when  IVliss  Morton,  a 
well-known  young  pianist  of  Vic- 
toria, played  the  accompaniments. 
Mr.  Rooke  has  an  excellent  voice, 
and  gave  a  manly  rendering  of 
Mark's  "King  of  the  Main,"  James' 
"Old  Father  Thames,"  and  the 
Scottish  "My  Ain  Folk,"  the  last 
added  as  an  encorse. 

The  other  two  soloists  were  Miss 
R.  McKellar,  the  cornetist,  who 
was  heartily  applauded  after  her 
playing  of  "Tell  Me  'My  Heart" 
(Bishop),,  to  which  she  added 
"Mandalay"  as  an  encore;  and  R. 
C.  MacKnight,  who  produced  fine 
round  tones  from  his  euphonium  in 
the  solo,  "Where  the  Great  Dawn  Is 
Shining,"  and  "Asleep  in  the  Deep." 
At  the  close  of  the  programme, 
Mr.  Landsberg  thanked  the  many 
friends  who  by  their  presence  as 
an  audience  had  assisted  the  blind 
musicians  toward  the  realization  of 
their  wish  to  get  the  required  fur- 
ther instruments  and  tuition.  Miss 
McKellar,  who  had  played  the 
cornet,  was  introduced  as  one  of 
the  teachers  of  the  blind  in  British 
Columbia,  a  frequent  visitor  to  Vlc- 

Itoria  for  the  purpose  of  instructing 

isome  blind  pupils  here.  Thanks 
were  expressed  also  to  the  Victoria 

'Ladies'  Musical  Club  for  lending 
their  name  to  the  concert;  to  the 
press  and  to  CFCT  for  free  adver- 
tising; to  the  C.  &  C.  Taxi  for  a 
tallyho;  to  the  Y.M.C.A.  and  Y.W. 
C.A.;  to  Miss  Dorothy  Morton,  and 
to   the   Empress   Hotel   for  help   in 

.g^ggction  with  the  ballroom. 

IA/,ll'>ryar;Mi'nv-,    Daily  Trit>t4r,^ 
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^Musical  Treat  in  Store 
^ext  Thursday  Night 


Lu^i 


Ellison  trio,  featuring  Erne^ 
"  the  celebrated  blind  piwrist, 
ar  in  concert  «l_±toerBethel 
church  at  Willmar  next 
Thflfsday  evening,  M!ay  8,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  men's  society  of  the 
church.  The  admission  has  been  placed 
very  low— 35  cents  for  adults  and  20 
cents  for  children  under  twelve  years. 

l^a\/     r,     /93d 

Bj-INCU-PeOERATION  WILL 
I^^JMEET  TUESDAY  NIGHT 

JTm  Winnipeg  branch  of  the  Cana- 
1a4  Federation  of  ""» _B)infl.  ivlU. 
|)ld  a  business  meeting  in  the  Uni- 
fersity  building,  corner  of  Portage 
and  Sherbrook,  Tuesday  evening  at 
8  o'clock.  The  annual  report  on  the 
work  of  the  Winnipeg  branch  will 
be  presented  at  this  meeting,  and 
all  regular  and  associate  members 
are   requested  to  attend. 


fA  ay       <,,        /9  3  <3 


■NTO    AND    THE    BLIND 

from    the    Toronto    Sisi^"^ 


^  Sightless,  stirring  the  hearts  of 
the  Rfcple  ^^f  i?roronto  as  never  before,  found 
bractfcal  exyesgion  on  the  first  of  May  last 
^  ear  In  the  form  of  a  record-breaking  response 
to  the  tag  day  appeal  for  the  bijnd,  the  remark- 
able  sum  of  $62,500  being  contributed.  Again 
this  year  the  Toronto  public  will  have  the  op- 
portunity of  indttating  their  approval  of  the 
work  being  carried  on  for  the  benefit  of  those, 
who  are  partly  or  totally  blind.  i 

The  lag  day  appeal  ^for  the  blind  is  made 
by  the  Women's  Auxiliary  of  the  Canadian  Na- 
tional Institute  for  the  Blind.  Many  of  our 
leading  women  .and  their  daughters  will  stand 
in  the  open  all  day  that  they  may  be  of  service 
to  those  who  have  been  deprived  of  the  blessing 
of  vision.  No  .^um  is  too  large  or  too  small 
for  these  women  to  receive  gratefully.  But  the 
amount  required  is  too  large  to  be  raised  en- 
tirely by  dimes  and  quarters.     Thousands  must 

?62,500,  an  amount  all  too  small  for  work  of  th<^ 
magnitude  and  character  of  that  carried  on 
by  the  Canadian  National  Institute. 

W  mint  pelf,  M$n..  £i/e.Tril>u-r>t. 


M^y     1^,    f9^(^ 


ANGLICANS  TO 
HAVE  CHARGE 
OF  BLIMJJLSALE 


tea  at  the  sale  of  work  for 
the  blind  in  the  Institute  for 
the  Blind  building,  corner  Shtiburn 
and  Portage,  will  be  served  by  the 
Anglican  ladies  of  Winnipeg,  Sat- 
urday, under  the  general  convenor- 
ship  of  Mrs.  J.  W.  Matheson. 
Those  pouring  tea  will  be  Mrs. 
Goodeve,  of  St.  Phillip's;  Mrs.  C. 
Cgrruthers,  of  Holy  Trinity;  Mrs. 
Bertal  Heenej-,  of  St.  Luke's;  Mrs. 
Henry  D.  Martin,  of  St.  George's; 
Mrs.  S.  P.  Matheson,  of  the  Cathe- 
dral; Mrs.  R.  B.  McElheran.  of  St. 
Matthew's.  Mrs.  A.  E.  Clifton  ia 
convenor  of  the  salesroom  and  will 
be  a.ssisted  by  Mrs.  Wm.  Dawson, 
Mrs.  R.  R.  Wilson,  Mrs.  E.  Flexman, 
Mrs.  E.  B.  Smith,  Mrs.  N.  Heim- 
becker,  Mrs.  J.  H.  A.  Clark,  Mrs. 
Donald  Mclntyre,  Mrs.  C.  W. 
Douglas,  Mrs.  W.  E.  Milner,  Mrs. 
Martin  Murphy,  Mrs.  R.  E.  Lee, 
Mrs.  H.  F.  Christie,  Mrs.  R.  H. 
Smith,  Mrs.  R.  N.  MacKinnon,  Mrs. 
Brittain,  Miss  J.  Wilson,  Miss  C. 
jRea  and  Miss  Hazel  Matchett. 


A1<py       f3^      Ifj6     


Mm  ADEOUATE 


Canadian    National    Institute 

to  Forward   Recommendation 

E,o*F*ieral   Government 

A  Jcomifllndatlon  seelclng  adequate 
ftUowlnjces  for  ■blind  persons  50 
iaars\)f  age  and  more,  where  need  is 
apparent,  and  allowances  for  blind 
persons  50  years  oi  age,  who  are  vm- 
tinployable  owing  to  their  disability, 
i.ill  be  made  to  the  federal  govern- 
ment by  ti-.e  Canadan  Naticiiu.l  »]n. 
^.^itute  fa.'  t."^  Blind,  it  wai  decide* at 
.ae  annual  meeting  of  the  organila- 
lion,   recently.  \ 

The  activities  of  the  organizatlA 
t.urlng  the  year  were  outlined  by  E.  E, 
i  lexman,  general  manager  of  tiie  in- 
stitute. Prevention  services,  he  re- 
i;orted,  had  been  operated  in  connec- 
aon  with  all  cases  coming  to  the  at- 
isntlon  of  the  institute,  and  valuable 
iisslsance  had  been  given  by  the  Bed 
Cross  society. 

It  was  reported  the  llbrajy  service 
was  enjoyed  by  the  sightless,  and  that 
)t  had  been  added  to,  making  a  total 
ot    1,696    volumes. 

Deficit  ill  Finance.s  Shown 

The  financial     statement     showed  a 

c'.iflcit.    The  pay  roll  o^  the  blind  was 

Jduced  by  $10,000,  and  the  sales  de- 

eased  by  $15,788.    The  deficit  for  the 

isar   was   $19,716. 

This   year   the   expenditures   totalled 

.  34,080  and  tlie  wages  and  cash  bene- 

.ts   to   the    blind   were    $34,900.     Laist 

.  ear  the  expenditures  were  $60,472  and 

Lhe  wages  were  $45,800, 

Officers  elected  are  as  follows:    Hon- 

■  vary   president,   Dr.   Daniel   Mclntyre; 

onorary    vice-president,    Major    D.   M. 

)uncan;   board  of  management,  chalr- 

laan,   Arthur    E.    Rowland;    first    vice- 

hairman.  Max  Steinkopf;  second  vice- 

halrmau,    H.    H.    Smith;    third    vlce- 

I  hairman,  Mrs.  D.  Mclntyre;  members, 

I  ;=remler   Bracken,     Hon.   Dr.   J.   T.   M. 

I  ^ude^&on,     premier   of   Saskatchewan; 

Mr.  Justice  W.  M.  Martin,   Regina;    P. 

t.    Riches,   H.   D.    Gooderhani,    Lieut.- 

Col.  H.  F.  Osier,  E.  Woods,  Peter  May, 

;;.Ir3.  A.  Melville,  R.  W.  Beath,  J.  Pln- 

>ocJc,  Hon.  R.  A.  Hoey,  Governor  J.  C. 

Oownle,     Paul    G.   DuVal,     Charles   S. 

'  'Vigglus,  Mrs.  H.  Sellers,  Harris  Turner, 

George  N.  Jackson,  T.  N.   Clayton,  W. 

•r,  Johnson.  Carl  Melvin,  Duncan  Cam- 

'lon  Mrs.  B.  Hill,   Mrs,   W.   E.  Milner, 

^Irs.    W.    Sanford    Evans,      Mrs.    Edith 

Rogers,  J.  A.Dowler,  Mrs.  W.  G.  Garrett 
and  Miss  C.  Rea  and  Mrs.  H.  M. 
Tucker. 

I  Manitoba  advisory  board,  Lieutenant- 
Governor  J.  D.  McGregor,  Mayor  Webb, 
A.  R.  McNichol  and  Dr.  W.  Harvey 
Smith. 

Saskatchewan  advisory  board,  Dr.  F. 
C.  Mlddleton,  Col.  James  McAra,  P.  B. 
Bagshaw,  Mrs.  R.  J.  Brandon,  H.  M. 
Cooke.  C.  Q.  Dunning,  L.  S.  Houghton, 
F.  W.  Kerr,  E.  E.  Leslie,  Mrs.  R.  J. 
Robinson,  Mrs.  R.  Rjmmer,  Mrs.  E.  C. 
Rossie,  Gordon  Minchison,  J.  A.  M. 
(Patrick  and  Mrs.  E.  W.  Stapleford. 
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mafliER  EDUCATION  FOR 

/.,„„„.-..„....„, 

education  for  blind  pupils  were  ask- 
ed Saturdaj'  by  a  deputation  repre- 
senting the  Cai.adian  Federation  of 
the  Blind,  which  waited  upon  Hon. 
R.  A.  Hoey.  minister  of  education. 

Mr.  Hoey  said  the  question  would 
no  doubt  be  consideied  by  the  joint 
intei-provincial  commission  which 
was  to  undcitakc  investigation  cf 
problems  of  the  blind  in  Manitoba 
and  Saskatchewan  Members  of  tbe 
deputation  ir eluded  A.  B.  Howe,  E. 
Arlt.  G.  Ghan,  Mrs.  Jessie  MacLen- 
nan. 


Wl'~n-ni' Ptg'.fAar}..  E t/f  Tribune 
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BLIJID  ENTERTAINED 

^'  m  OOWe^RT  PARTY 

\, 

Members  of  the  Lux  in'  Tenebris 
club  were  entertained  Monday  eve- 
ning at  a  concert  in  the  Institute 
for  the  Blind  by  the  Pelissier's 
Brewery   Co. 

The  following  assisted:  W.  H; 
Granger,  P.  Thady,  J.  Lcnnon, 
George  Burns.  C.  Liscombc,  B.  Mc- 
Fee  and  C.  O.   Potts.  ^\ 

l/i/ 'rrry/  p-e g;  A^3y>  Ft'fe  PrfSS 
/M<3y     J%     I9J6        


jPicnics  During  Summer 


attended  meeting  the  Lux 
Is  club  was  held  on  Tuesday 
headquarters,  Sherburn  and 
and  a  spirit  of  enthusiastl-; 
co-operation  prevailed.  It  was  decided 
to  hold  a  series  of  picnics  during  the 
summer  months.  A  suggestion  was 
made  to  hold  a  united  bl'-i  picnic  at 
Winnipeg  Beach.  A  very  encouraging 
report  or.  sick  visiting  was  given  by 
Mrs.  Ho.ssack,  she  being  the  convener 
looking  after  this  important  part  of| 
the  club's  work.  •y^i^am^y^i 
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ANADIAr^TEDERATION    OF 
HE    BLJLfcUJ- 


jfene*  is  worse  than  blind- 
nessr  once  said  Helen  Keller,  and 
one  has  but  to  scan  tho  pages  of 
the  recently  issued  official  maga- 
zine of  the  Canadian  Federation  of 
the  Blind  to  learn  that .  sightless 
people  in  Canada  are  not  apatheti- 
cally idle.  Neither  are  they  with- 
out brotherly  aid  from  conscien- 
tious   fellow   citizens. 


Among  the  many  things  blind 
people  are  taught  to  do  are  found 
piano  tuning,  piano  and  organ  play- 
in?,  typewriting,  machine  knitting, 
basketry,  broom  and  bru.sh  and 
mop    making,    chair    caning. 

The  Canadian  Federation  of  the 
"5^^  incorporated  under  a  Do- 
minion charter,  has  branches  in  all 
the  principal  cities  from  Halifax  to 
Vancouver.  Strenuous  efforts  are 
beiug  made  by  its  officers  to  get 
pension.^  for  those  sightless  who 
are  unable  to  be  self-sustaining. 
Many  heartrending  letters  are  pub- 
lished in  the  magazine,  appeals 
from  those  who  know  not  the  light 
3f   day. 

Wi-nyjjpt^,  Man.  Frcf  PresS 

3lincl  Entertainers  to  Give 
ts  at  Manitoba  Points 


of  blind  artists,  under  the 
"The  Joycasters,"  in  connec- 
Iwith  the  Canadian  National  Ih- 
for  the  Blind,  have  uudertakin 
a  colcert  and  dance  tour  throughqjUt 
the  province  of  Manitoba.  Their 
gramme  will  comprl.se  dance  mjifeic. 
^'ocal  .solos,  instrumental,  as  wq^  as 
light    comedy   sketches. 

This  new  undertaking  will  '^^''g  be- 
fore the  public  much  of  the^ollity  of 
the   blind. 


Wm  Support  Only  Those  Wh. 
Pledge  J?heir  Endeavors  for 
sions  for  Sightless 


cAnniei^ation  of  the  action  -tk 
threl  Winnipeg  members  of  the  lag 
parliament; — J.  S.  McDiarmid,  J.  1! 
Thorson,  K.C.,  and  A.  A.  Heaps — am 
other  outside  members.  In  pledging 
themselves  to  support  pensions'  legits- 
latlon  for  t '"'  '- "  "  ^  w j|j -  — *^i^x^^- 
larg«irf«*««**iig"W^^fleDlind  and  thost 
interested  in  their  welfare,  held  last 
evening  in  the  Canadian  National  In- 
stitute for  the  Blind,  Sherburn  street 
and  Portage  avenue.  Mrs.  Ethel  Ezart 
presided. 

A  resolution,  passed  two  weeks  ago 
at  a  meeting  of  the  united  blind  pen- 
sions committee,  and  forwarded  to 
members  of  parliament,  was  endorsed' 
by  those  present. 

*  The  resolution.  In  the  form  of  a 
questionnaire,  reads  as  follows:  "If 
elected  will  you  be  prepared  to  sup- 
port a  Joint  system  of  pensions  between 
the  federal  and  provincial  governments 
for  the  needy  and  unemployable 
blind?" 


Five  hundred  coplfeS^BT  tBe"i«solutlon 
vras  distributed  at  the  meeting.  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  committee,  of 
which  Mrs.  Jessie  McLennan  is  chair- 
man, will  be  sent  to  all  political  cam- 
paign meetings  In  Manitoba,  with  the 
object  of  ascertaining  the  attitude  of 
candidates  towards  the  question  of 
pensions  for  the  blind. 

The  meeting  went  on  record  as  agree- 
ing to  support  candidates,  regardless 
of  their  political  standing,  who  pledge 
to  support  legislation  for  pensions  for 
the  blind. 


Wi-n-ni'peg,  Mgu.  Frc^  PreSS 
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s  sightless  hn] 
ayTTi  Oieal  OuUfoors 


cfXOfts  of  the  recently  formed 
tpmmlttees  of  the  Lux  in  Ten- 
aud  the  Canadian  Federa- 
te Blind  were  crowned  with 
success  on  Saturday,  when  the  blind 
people  of  Greater  Winnipeg  with  their 
guides  and  friends  were  given  a  grand 
outing  to  Stony  Mountain  village.  Fav- 
ored by  Ideal  weather,  the  shady  trees 
and  open  spaces  of  the  beautiful  pri- 
vate grounds  of  C.  P.  Kelpin.  echoed 
with  the  laughter  and  merriment  of  I 
both  young  and  old.  A  splendid  sports' 
programme,  of  novel  events  keenly 
contested,  caused  much  amusement, 
and  the  various  committees  handling 
transportation,  sports,  refreshments, 
gifts    and    prizes,    did    splendid    work. 

About  250  persons  sat  down  to  sup- 
per at  the  neatly  arranged  tables,  af- 
ter which  excellent  prizes  and  suitable 
gifts  were  distributed. 

The  courtesy  of  the  Winnipeg  Elec- 
tric company,  and  tlie  gcnferosity  of 
Winnipeg's  wholesale  and  retail  mer- 
chants contributed  largely  to  the  suc- 
cess of  this  happy  event. 

July    ii,  if^o 


PENSIONS  ARE  SOUGHT 
FOR  CANADIAN  BLIND 


SrEciAi.  TO  THE  cmiisTiAS  Science  Monitou 
TORONTO.  Ont.— At  the  forth- 
coming Dominion  election  each  can- 
didate will  receive  a  questionnaire 
from  the  Canadian  Federation  for 
the  Blind,  asking  if  the  candidate 
will  support  a  measure  granting  pen- 
sions of  adequate  amount  to  the  ci- 
vilian blind  of  Canada. 

Dr.  Baxter  Lawley,  traveling  sec- 
retary of  the  federation,  stated  that 
the  president,  P.  E.  Layton.  was  now 
in  Europe  making  a  survey  of  legis- 
lation for  the  blind  in  various  coun- 
tries. Sweden,  Denmark.  Luxembourg 
and  Latvia  all  had  definite  pensions 
for  the  blind.  There  were  pensions 
in  nearly  all  British  countries.  In- 
cluding Australia  and  New  Zealand. 
The  federation  suggests  that  unem- 
ployable blind  should  receive  greater 
consideration  in  respect  of  pension.'^. 
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PENSIONS  ARE  SOUGHT 
/}  FpR  CANADIAN  BUND 

Tef^n^  Ont. — At  the  forthcoming 
DomiiuoiAelection  each  candidate  will 
receive  a  questionnaire  from  the  Can- 
adian Federation  for  the  Blind,  asking 
if  the  candidate  will  su]9l^ik  wwea^ure 
grantirxg  pensions  of  adequate  amount 
to  the  civilian  blind  at  Canada,  says 
the  Christian  Science  Monitor. 

Dr.  Baxter  Lawley,  traveling  secre- 
tary of  the  federation,  stated  that  the 
president,  P.  E.  Layton,  was  now  in 
Europe  making  a  survey  of  legislation 
for  the  blind  In  various  countries. 
Sweden,  Denmark,  Luxembourg  and 
Latvia  all  had  definite  pensions  for  the 
blind.  There  were  pensions  in  nearly 
iall  British  countries,  including  Aus- 
tralia and  New  Zealand.  The  federa- 
tion suggests  that  unemployable  blind 
should  receive  greater'  consideration  In 
respect  of  pensions. 
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CONDITIONS  OF 

inNO  ma  be 

INVESTIGATED 

Dr.  0.  H.  Burritt  To  Open  In- 
quiry in  Connection  With 
Proposad  Pensions 


Iteen  principal  or  the  Pennsylvania 
I  Bchool.    Ho  was  one  of  a  committee 
of  five  appointed  in  1917  to  survey 
the  10-year  record  of  the  Massach- 
usetts commission  for  the  blind. 

As  the  special  commissioner  for 
Manitoba,  and  Saskatchewan  gov- 
ernments. Dr.  Burritt  will  enquire 
into  five  main  problems.  They  are: 
The  extent  of  blindness  In  the  pro- 
jvince;  methods  of  prevention  of 
blindness ;  education  and  industrial 
training  of  blind  children;  industrial 
iproblenis  of  blind,  men  and  women; 
social  relief  of  the  blind,  including 

pensions.  hQai«r  for  the  needy  blind, 
and  other  kindred  problems. 

To   Open   Wednesday 

I  The  case  was  pressed  in  the  local 
legislature^  by  Wm.  Ivens.  M.L.A. 
Officials  of  the  Canadian  Federation 
of  the  Blind  and  of  the  Lux  in  Tene- 
bris  club  have  been  notified  of  the 

inquiry  which  will  probably  start 
next  week. 

I     The  commission;  will  commence  Its 
nearmgs  in  Winnipeg  and  may  hear 
experts  in  blind   problems  who  are 
I  carrying     on     successful     work     In 
I  other  parts  of  Canada.     It  will  pro- 
bably  hold    several    sessions    In   Re- 
jgina.     W.  D.  Bayley  of   the  depart- 
iment  of  education,  will  act  as  sec- 
|retary  of  the  commission. 


f-or     August   I  ~  9 


Dr.  Olln  H.  Burritt,  principal  of 
;the  Pennsylvania  Institute  for  the 
Blind,  Philadelphia,  will  arrive  in 
Winnipeg  over  the  week-end  to 
commence  an  enquiry  into  conditions 
of  the  blind  in  Manitoba  and  Sas- 
katchewan. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  legisla- 
ture a  special  committee  of  the 
House  was  appointed  to  consider  a 
report  on  a  petition  asking  for  pen- 
sions for  the  blind.  The  committee 
reported  that  In  the  opinion  of  Its 
members  such  pensions  should  be 
provided  and  that  the  necessary 
legislation  should  be  incorporated 
in  the  old  age  pensions  act.  The 
committee  also  recommended  that 
in  the  case  of  the  blind,  pensions 
Ichould  begin  at  an  earlier  age  than 
for  sighted  persons. 

Five  Main  Problems 

The  Committee's  report  was  adopt- 
ed  by  the  House  and  the  Manitoba 
government  secured  co-operation  of 
the  Saskatchewan  government  to 
1  carry  out  the  investigation  for  the 
[two  provinces. 

Dr.  Burritt  has  been  engaged  in 
work  on  behalf  of  the  blind  for  30 
years.  For  six  years  he  was  in 
charge  of  the  New  York  State  school 
lat   Batavia.     For   22   years    he   has 
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Commission  B^ars  of  Need  of 
Pla^wrfnt  Agent  to  Follow 
Itless  Pnpils 


N«e<l  of  %  placement  agent  who 
would  XpUow  up  blind  pupils  after 
they  had  completed  their  training  In 
school,  and  the  possibility  of  working 
out  a  programme  of  preparation  a^^alnst 
I  the  pupil's- return  home  from  school 
80-  that  an  opening  for  employment 
(would  be  found  for  him  suited  to  hU 
lability  and  training,  were  discussed 
yesterday  M  the  afternoon  session  held 
I  by  Dr.  Olln  Burrltt,  commissioner, 
who  Is  enquiring  into  the  problems 
and  needs  of  blind  people  in  ACanltoba 
and  Saskatchewan. 

"It  is  Important,"  aald  the  commlf- 
iloner,  "to  see  a  pupil  direct  into  em- 
ployment when  he  leaves  school,  and 
it  is  better  for  the  school  to  train 
children   for   selective   situations." 

A.  B.  Howe,  president  of  the  Cana- 
dian Federation  of  the  Blind,  de- 
scribed the  work  of  his  organization 
also  during  the  afternoon  session. 

/Jhe  work  of  this  body,  for  the  most 
ft  personal  service  and  earrled  on 
.with  meagre  financial  resources,  im- 
pressed the  commissioner  highly. 
I  "I  cannot  praise  too  much  the  tm- 
selfish  nature  of  the  work,"  he  said. 

Estatollshment  of  a  provincial  school 
for  the  blind  would  be  Justified  if 
there  were  ag  many  as  60  children  in 
■■■li(BW*BP*?n  Manitoba  and  Sas- 
katchewan, J.  T.  Hegglc,  M_A.,  principal 
of  the  Montreal  school  for  the  blind, 
testified  at  the  morning's  session. 

Mr.  Heggle  advanced  an  opinion  that 
conflicted  with  the  proposal  that  blind 
children  should     be     educated   in  the 
same  classes   as   sighted   children. 
Favors  School  for  Blind 

He  held  that  a  school  for  the  blind 
children  of  the  two  provinces  should 
be  established  in  the  west,  because  It 
would  keep  the  children  closer  to  their 
parents  than  Is  at  present  the  case  with 
children  sent  to  Brantford,  Ont.  He 
said  that  there  were  32  children  from 
jthe  two  prairie  provinces  at  Brant- 
ford last  year. 

Discussion  of  the  number  of  pupils, 
qusUflcatlons  of  teachers,  and  the  cost 
I  of  upkeep  also  was  heard. 

Various  Ideas  on  pensions  for  the 
blind,  and  the  classification  of  recipi- 
ents for  such  relief  according  to  age, 
earning  ability  and  family  responsi- 
bility, were  advanced  by  other  wit- 
nesses who  attended. 

A  description  by  T.  N.  Thompson, 
one  of  the  blind  workers  employed  at 
the  Canadian  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
of  conditions  prevailing  there,  was 
heard  by  the  commissioner. 

This  morning.  Dr.  Burritt  will  hear 
further  testimony  on  relief  and  other 
needs  of  the  blind,  and  in  the  after- 
noon he  will  attend  the  blind  people's 
plcnle  at  KIWopan  park. 


Augusr    II,    I9S0 


Winnipeg's  Blind  People 

IV e  EWyPyable  Picnic 

auspices  of  the  Joint  com- 
representing  the  Lux-in-Tene- 
clifll  and  the  Canadian  Federation 
of|  the  Blind,  the  second  picnic  of 
thf  season  was  held  on  Saturday  in 
KUdonan  and  St.  Paul's  exhibi- 
tion grounds. 

Favored  with  ideal  weather,  the 
syorts  programmes  were  run  off 
simultaneously  for  adults  and  Juven- 
iles. About  three  hundred  blind  per- 
sons and  their  friends  sat  down  to 
supper  at  the  neatly  arranged  tables 
In  the  dining  hall,  after  which  Wm. 
Ivens  distributed  tjie  prizes  and  in- 
troduced Dr.  OllnlH.  Burrltt.  royal 
^•fMTimlssioner,  now  \onductlng  the  "n- 
vestlgation  into  the  affairs  of  the 
blind  in  the  provinces' of  Manitoba 
and   Saskatchewan. 

Dr.  Burritt  commended  both  o'- 
ganlzations  on  their  unity  of  pur- 
pose and  their  capacity  for  organiz- 
ing. 

A  programme  of  dancing  ended  an 
enjoyable  day,  the  Manitoba  Joy  Cas- 
ters (blind  musicians)  providine  the 
dance  music. 


Wi-DT)!  pt  g ,r)/\Ari.,   £vf.  Tr/jfUns. 
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SCHOOL  IN  WEST 
CITY  FORiJLim 
CHILDREN  URGED 


WitnesTfes    Make    Recom- 

menrfat/on  Before  Investi- 

/gating  Commissioner 
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fechQoi  for  blin«b«MMMHhi4M#^ 
In£ne  of  the  western  provinces  was 
refommended  by  two  witnesses  who 
appeared  today  before  Dr.  Olin  H. 
Burritt,  special  commissioner  In- 
vestigating conditions  of  the  blind 
in  Manitoba  and  Saskatchewan. 

W.  B.  Race,  superintendent  of  the 
Ontario  School  at  Brantford,  agreed 
with  the  suggestion  of  Wm.  Ivens, 
M.L.A.,  that  Regina  would  perhaps 
be  the  best  location  for  a  western 
school  but  Philip  E.  Layton.  super- 
intendent of  the  Montreal  School  for 
the  Blind,  preferred  Winnipeg.  Blind 
children,  he  said,  should  be  located 
in  larger  centres  where  they  had  the 
best  advantages  in  culture  and  en- 
tertainment. 

At  the  Brantford  in.«titution  Mr. 
Race  said  that  during  the  last  term 
there  were  16  children  from  Mani- 
toba, 24  from  Saskatchewan  and  12 
from  Alberta. 

The    average    cost    per    pupil    per 
school  year  he     told     the     commis- 
sioner,  was   about  $700.      The   Mani- 
toba   government,    pays    the    school  ; 
.$300  per  year  for  each  pupil  attend-' 
ing  from   the  province. 
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feioner    Burritt     Says 
Fidel,   Made    by    Inquiry 
)wani  Solving  Problem 


pulsions  in  some  form  will  be  nec- 
essary if  the  problem  of  the  blind 
Is  to  be  solved,  Dr.  Olin  H.  Burritt, 
commission  of  one  inquiring  into 
blind  welfare,  declared  at  yesterday's 
hearing  at  the  legislative  buildings. 
Real  strides  In  that  direction  have 
been  made  by  the  Inquiry  to  date,  he 
believed,  but  he  warned  that  thfe 
programme  to  be  adopted  must  pro- 
ceed   along   "sound,   sane   lines." 

Pension  systems  for  the  blind  in 
England  and  in  19  states  could  serve 
as  models  to  be  studied  in  working 
out  a  pension  system  in  Canada,  Dr. 
Burrltt  did  not  feel,  however,  that 
the  obligations  of  the  family  should 
be  dispensed  with.  Those  families 
financially  able  to  do  so  should  bear 
their  full  responsibility  In  looking 
after    their    own,    he    held. 

Referring  to  criticisms  made  of  the 
Canadian  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind  by  the  Canadian  Federation  of 
the  Blind,  and  to  lack  of  harmony 
between  the  two  organizations.  Dr. 
Burrltt  declared  that  it  was  time  this 
state  of  affairs   was   ended. 

Criticisms  of  the  policies  of  the 
Canadian  Institute  for  the  Blind  were 
made  befoFe  the  commission  by  Philip 
E.  Layton,  of  Montreal,  founder  and 
president  of  the  Canadian  Federation 
of  the  Blind,  by  A.  B.  Howe,  head  of 
the  local  branch  of  the  federation, 
and  by  Major  A.  Norman  Timmlns, 
former  manager  of  the  Winnipeg 
branch  of  the  Canadian  Institute  for 
the   Blind. 

William  Ivens,  M.L.A.,  contended 
that  there  Is  much  dissatisfaction 
among  the  blind  because  they  are 
not  permitted  to  appoint  their  own 
members  to  the  board  of  the  insti- 
tute. 

Captain  E.  A.  Baker,  M.C.,  Croix  de 
Guerre,  of  Toronto,  blind,  general  eeo-' 
retary  of  the  Canadian  Institute,  de-, 
fended  the  Institute  with  spirited 
good  tempered  eloquence, 
ted  that  it  might  be  necess^^fS  make 
some  changes  in  the  inatlRas  of  repre- 
sentation, but  said  Uwpollcles  of  the 
central  council  alwtfys  have  been  moti-' 
vated  by  the  best^terests  of  the  blind.' 
Major  E.  Flexman,  manager  of  the 
Winnipeg  branch  of  the  Canadian 
Institute  for  the  Blind  will  testify 
today. 

The  inquiry  in  Manitoba  probably 
will  be  completed  today,  and  Dr. 
Burrltt  plans  to  leave  this  evening 
for  Regina  where  he  will  continue 
the  Inquiry  One  representative  each 
from  the  Canadian  Federation  and 
the  Canadian  National  Institute  will 
accompany  him. 
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INT(L#tIND  QUESTION 
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Burritt  to  Start  Investi- 
Within  Few  Days 


the  purpoee  of  conducting  an 
invefclgatlon'  respecting  the  blind  Jn 
MarJfoba,  Dr.  OUn  H.  Burritt,  princi- 
pal "f  the  Pennsylvania  Institute  for 
the  Blind  will  arrive  in  Winnipeg  with- 
in a  few  days. 

1  His  investigation  has  been  author- 
llzed  by  the  local  authorities  in  conse- 
quence of  the  report  of  the  special 
committee  of  the  Manitoba  legislature 
which  brought  in  certain  recommen- 
dations with  respect  to  the  question  of 
the  treatment  of  the  blind,  at  the  last 
session. 

Dr.  Burritt  was  selected  to  conduct 
the  Investigation  on  account  of  his 
long  and  distinguished  career  In  this 
line  of  work. 

The  commission  will  commence  Its 
inquiry  In  Winnipeg  at  an  early  date, 
and  will  also  likely  hold  sessions  In 
Reglna,  as  a  similar  Investigation  Is 
to  be  made  In  connection  with  the 
blind  In  Saskatchewan.  _^ 


Winni r^^j  MiTi.jF'ffii   Press 


EOS  OF  BUND  OPENS 

iJDr.  0.  H^UffffTStarts  Probe 
IntiiKfonditioiis  in  Manitoba 
Saskatchewan 


IcatesTRelief  for  Sightless 
IS  Suited  to  Needs  of 
the  Individuals 


Relief  for  the  blind,  suited  to  the 
needs  of  the  Individual,  is  advocated 
by  Dr.  OUn  H.  Burritt,  principal  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
who  arrived  in  Winnipeg,  yesterday,  to 
act  as  a  royal  commission  of  inquiry 
into  problems  of  the  blind  In  Manitoba 
and  Saskatchewan.  He  was  selected  for 
this  task  by  the  governments  of  the 
two  provinces. 

Dr.  Burritt  told  a  representative  of 
the  Free  Press  who  interviewed  him  at 
the  Legislative  buildings,  tha*  he  con- 
siders the  system  of  old  age  pensions 
in  Canada  might  be  extended  in  such 
a  way  to  provide  pensions  for  blind 
pei-sons  who  had  reached  an  age  where 
as.sistance  was  needed.  But  based  on 
his  observations  of  the  way  relief  sys- 
tems for  the  blind  work  In  a  number 
of  states  he  does  not  believe  that  pen- 


sions for  blind  of  all  ages  and  condl- 
iions  axe  suitable. 

Education  Is  Important 

Years  of  experience  with  both  educa- 
tional Institutions  for  the  blind,  and 
with  legislation  to  aid  the  blind  have 
convinced  him  that  the  most  Import- 
ant thing  is  a  system  of  education  for 
the  blind  that  will  teach  them  Initia- 
tive and  how  to  become  useful  mem- 
bers of  society  In  a  way  that  will  cul- 
tivate their  self  respect  and  Interest 
in  life. 

Dr.  Burritt  told  of  how  he  started  on 
his  career  which  has  resulted  in  him 
becoming  one  of  tbe  most  outstanding 
men  on  this  continent  in  the  field  of 
education  for  the  blind. 

His  own  son,  while  a  small  lad,  was 
stricken  blind  as  the  result  of  a  serious 
illness.  The  probem  of  educating  his 
own  boy  turned  his  Interest  toward  the 
problems  of  educating  all  blind  per- 
sons, and  he  determined  to  fit  himself 
for  a  career  in  the  educational  field. 
He  read  all  the  books  he  could  find 
devoted  to  the  subject  and  later  when 
he  learned  that  civil  service  examina- 
tions would  be  given  for  applicants  to 
the  superintendency  of  the  New  York 
gtate  School  for  the  Blind,  he  look  the 
examination  and  was  given  the  ap- 
pointment. 

Calls  to  Important  Posts 

Later  he  was  called  to  the  Pennsyl- 
vania institute  for  the  Blind  to  ba 
principal  of  tha/t  institution  whpre  ha 
has  served  for  the  past  22  ya/0s,.  Five 
years  ago  he  served  on  a  co^gimisslon  In- 
quiring Into  the  condition  of  the  blind 
in  Pennsylvania  which  made  recom- 
mendations which  were  carried  out  by 
the  Pennsylvania  legislature.  He  has 
made  a  close  study  of  blind  relief  worlc 
in  the  United  States  and  Canada,  and 
is  of  the  opinion  that  In  some  states 
Ijtoe  taxpayers  money  Is  not  wisely  spent 
m'  behalf  of  the  blind.  A  system  of 
financial  assistance  for  the  blind  may 
mount  Into  millions,  he  says,  and  only 
succeed  In  pauperizing  the  blind,  ito* 
asmuch  ts  In  an  effort  to  be  fair  to  all 
concerned  It  results  In  some  persoisa 
capable  of  earning  theUr  own  living  re- 
ceiving the  same  assistance  as  those 
who,  of  necessity,  must  be  relieved. 
I  Dr.  Burritt  told  of  how  his  own  In- 
jstltution  Is  receiving  co-operation  from. 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of 
how  his  state  has  a  system  of  aiding 
promising  blind  students  to  receive  a 
higher  education.  He  Is  of  the  opinion 
that  promising  blind  students,  after  a 
certain  amount  of  preparation  in  In- 
stitutions for  the  blind,  should  be  sent 
j  to  high  schools  and  colleges  to  work 
alongside  students  who  are  not  blind 
In  order  tliat  they  may  not  become  In- 
stitutionalized and  so  that  they  may 
become  accustomed  to  associating  with 
islghted  persons.  He  Is  convinced  that 
'blind  persons  should  be  trained  In 
fields  where  they  can  do  head  work, 
and  only  when  they  are  not  fitted  by 
mental  ability  for  head  work  should 
they  be  trained  solely  for  working  with 
their  hands. 

Di-.  Burritt  will  remain  In  Winnipeg 
for  a  week  and  then  go  to  Beglna  to 
continue  his  inquiry  In  Saskatchewan. 
Next  fall  he  will  visit  the  institutions 
for  the  blind  In  Brantford,  Oht.,  and 
Montreal,  where  blind  persons  from  the 
west  are  sent  to  be  educated. 

He  conferred  yesterday  with  Hon. 
Robert  A.  Hoey,  Dr.  Robert  Fletcher, 
deputy  minister  of  education;  William 
Ivens,  M.L.A.;  and  Jilajor  E.  Flexman, 
manager  of  the  Canadian  Institute  for 
the  Blind. 

This  morning  he  wIU  Inspect  the 
Canadian  Institute  for  the  Blind,  and 


this  afternoon  hold  an  Informal  con- 
ference with  a  number  of  those  Inter- 
ested In  the  welfare  of  the  blind,  In- 
dyding  Major  Flexman,  Major  A,  N. 
TImmins,  former  manager  of  the  Insti- 
tute; A.  B.  Ho\ve,  president  of  the 
Manitoba  branch  of  the  Canadian  Fed- 
eration of  the  Blind,  and  representa- 
tives of  the  Lux  m  Tenebris  club. 

William  D.  Bayley,  director  of  tem- 
perance education  for  the  provincial 
department  of  education.  Is  acting  as 
secretary  for  the  royal  commission. 

Dr.  Burritt  yesterday  was  presented 
by  Mr.  Ivens  with  a  memorandum  cov- 
ering all  phases  of  the  Inquiry  to  be 
made  by  the  commission.  Mr.  Ivens  In- 
troduced the  resolution  In  the  last  ses- 
sion of  the  legislature  which  led  to  the 
appointment  of  a  legislative  committee 
which  advised  that  the  commission  be 
appointed.  Matters  to  be  taken  up  in- 
volve the  education  and  training  of 
young  blind  persons,  the  training  and 
industrial  occupation  of  adult  blind, 
together  with  the  problem  of  prevent- 
img  blindness,  necessary  relief  measures 
and  other  pressing  problems  of  the 
blind. 

Dr.  Burritt  Is  accompanied  by  Mrs. 
.Burritt  in  his  visit  to  Winnipeg.  Thej, 
ftre  guests  of  the  Fort  Garry  hojg^^^ 

Wf-nr^ipeg^  M^n.  fhet  Pf«SJ 


Lawley  Has  Mastered 
Affliction   to    Aid 
Fellow  Sightless 


The  blind  people  of  Manitoba  atSd 
Saskatchewan  axe  looking  with  much 
jnagernesG  to  the  recommendations  of 
the  royal  commlssloii  now  investigating 
1  their  situation,  said  D.  Baxter  Lawley, 
worker  amonis;  the  blind  and  without 
vision  himself,  who'  testified  yesterday 
before  the  commission  on  assistance 
[given  to  blind  people  In  the  British 
I  Isles.      ' 

Mr.  I*wley,  who  comes  from  near 
Manchaster,  is  a  notable  example  of  a 
man  who  has  mastered  the -disadvant- 
ages and  sorrow  that  followed  the  los- 
ing of  his  vision,  and  now  is  an  en- 
thusiastic and  capable  worker  in  the 
Interest  of  those  who  are  handicapped 
by  blindness  in  the  fight  for  existence. 

In  December,  1913,  he  was  blinded  in 
a  dvnamite  exnloslon  in  a  gold  mine  at 
Headley,  B.C.  Sensitive  of  his  weak- 
"-ness,  overcome  by  the  horror  of  his 
new  affliction,  almost  despairing  ofi 
the  future,  Mr.  Lawley  passed  through 
Winnipeg  during  June,  1914,  on  his 
way  to  the  Old  Country.  He  tells  how, ' 
unable  to  find  his  way  around,  afraid  I 
to  grope  In  the  darkness  Into  which  he 
had  suddenly  been  plunged,  he  trav- 
elled for  six  days  and  seven  nights  on! 
a  diet  of  sardines  and  crackers. 

Seeking  the  aid  of  specialists  on  his 
arrival  in  England,  he  studied  Braille 
(In  hospital,  and  learned  to  read  classic 
Greek  in  Braille.  In  1915  he  gained  a 
)  realization  of  the  plight  of  blind  peo- 
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pie,  and  he  threw  hlmsslf  viciously 
Into  an  effort  to  Improve  their  sad  lot. 
He  became  associated  with  the  late  Sir 
Arthcr  Pearrson,  Bart.,  and  was  success- 
ful as  a  financial  organizer  and  lec- 
turer. 

Later  he  became  an  official  and  later 
president  for  two  years  of  the  National 
I/ea'gue  ol  the  Blind  In  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  and  was  one  of  the  lead- 
ers of  the  famous  march  to  London  ini 
April,  1920,  of  250  Wnd  men  from 
Manchester,  Leeds  ana  Newport.  They 
Interviewed  the  leadlrs  of  the  then 
coalition  cabinet,  anA  were  successful 
eventually  in  securlnl 
lief  for  blind  peoole. 

In  1923  he  met  Phill 
real,     a     noted     blind! 
founder  of  the  Cani 
stltute  for  the  Blindl 


substantial  re- 

Layton.  Mont- 
philanthropist, 
an  National  In- 
^d  of  the  Mont- 

\ii,  witii  whom 
3ondence  for  a 


real  scli^n  foj 
he  caffled  on 
nun^ber  of  yea.:[3,j»BTch  eventually  led 
to  an  IHVllalToa  from  Mr.  Layton  to 
come  to  Canada  to  engage  In  relief  ef- 
fort for  the  blind  people  of  the  Dom- 
inion. His  home  Is  now  in  Toronto. 
He  is  in  Winnipeg  assisting  A.  B.  Howe, 
a  local  colleague.  In  connection  with 
the  investigations  of  the  joint  commis- 
sion that  is  Investigating  the  status  of 
the  blind  In  Manitoba  and  Sajskatche- 
wau.  On  Sunday  he  conducted  both 
services  at  the  Church  of  Christ,  Sar- 
gent and  Sherbrook. 

Discussing;  the  work  of  the  commis- 
sion, MX.  Lawley  said  hfr  had  been 
much  Impressed  with  Its  progress  thus 
far,  and  was  convinced  that  it  could 
not  have  been,  undertaken  at  a  bettcg- 
time.  Its  findings  would  have  an  ef- 
tect  on  every  province  In  Canadi,  and 
eventually  would  Influence  the  federal 
government.  Re  predicted  an  improve- 
ment m  the  lot  of  the  blind  as  a  re- 
sult. 
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CONIOES  PROBE  INTO 
COiilM  BLIND 

Opmmissioner  Burritt  Com- 
ments on  JBane  Viewpoint  of 
Si^iHlq^  Regarding  Relief 


lea*lng  "T|kytestimony  from  A.  N. 
Tlmmln.s,  forllker  manager  of  the 
Canaclan  Institute  for  the  Blind,  of- 
flclalsVof  the  Lux  In  Tenebrls  club, 
and  D.  Baxter  Lawley,  occupied  yes- 
terday's sessions  of  the  Joint  com- 
mission appointed  by  the  Manitoba 
and  Saakatohewan  governments  to  en- 
quire Into  grievances  of  '  blind  people 
In  the  two  provinces. 

"There  seems  to  be  a  good,  sane , 
viewpoint  on,  the  part  of  the  blind  | 
people,"  said  Dr.  Olln  H.  Burritt,  the 
commissioner,  "In  not  asking  that 
relief  be  given  indiscriminately  on  ] 
the  basis  of  blindness,  but  rather  In 
asking  that  when  each  individual  ha.s 
done  all  he  can  for  hlmsslf  and  is 
earning  his  limit  that  he  be  granted 
the        difference    within        reasonable 


llmFEs  between  that  and  his  earnings 
with  full  vision.  They  ask  that 
the  difference  be  made  up  as  t 
measure  for  meeting  a  situation  im- 
posed by  his  handicap,  payments  to 
be  made  In  regular  dependable  Insta-l- 
ments." 

Another  matter  of  interest  to  Dr. 
Burritt  was  that  of  placing  aged 
blind  people  In  homes,  and  he  ap- 
proved the  making  of  an  effort  to 
secure  admission  for  blind  people 
Into  homes  where  sighted  people  ai-e 
maintained  as  to  be  preferred  to  In- 
stitutions solely  for  blind  people 
where  physjpal  convenience  may  be 
had  at  the  expense  of  mental  com- 
fort. 

A  discussion  of  whaW*  constituted 
need  formed  part  of  yjBterday's  hear- 
ings. Testimony  by  D.  B.  Lawley  was 
largely  on  details  of  the  pensions  eya- 
tems    of    Great    Britain. 

Today  Dr.  Burritt  will  visit  the 
local  branch  of  the  Canadian  Insti- 
tute of  the  Blind  and  study  condi- 
tions of  work  and  pay  there. 

Control  of  Welfare  Work 

A.  M.  Tlmmlns,  late  general  man- 
ager of  the  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
spoke  chiefly  yesterday  of  the  ulti- 
mate control  of  welfare  work  on  be- 
half   of    the    blind. 

He  claimed  that  the  present  system 
of  control  had  been  to  a  great  ex- 
tent ineffective,  and  he  contended 
thart;  the  only  solution  of  the  prob- 
lem was  to  place  the  responsibility 
for  control  pf  the  institution  on  the 
Manitoba    government. 

At  present,  he  said,  there  was  a 
board  of  26  persons,  who  were  re- 
sponsible to  no  government  body,  and 
he  pointed  out  that  the  fsrsonnel  of 
this    board    continually    changed. 

In  order  to  avoid  danger  of  the 
Institution  losing  the  warm  sympathy 
of  the  public  and  organizations 
which  have  befriended  It  in  thn  past, 
Mr.  Tlmmlns  suggested  the  creation 
of  a  board  of  governors,  represertlng 
municipalities  and  organizations,  with 
the  ultimate  responsibility  resting  on 
the    provincial    government.  ^ 

Wi-nv  iP^g,  /V\d7!.,  fret  Prtss 
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Wis  JORK  DONE  BY 
INSTIIOIE  Of  BLINl 


Commissionof    Burritt  ^  Says 
Sj/feSi  lbO)rgani2ation  Here 
V-^esi>Re  Has  Seen 

The  people  of  Manitoba  have  reason 
to  toe  well  pleased  with  the  work  that 
i.s  being  done  by  the  Canadian  Insti- 
tute for  the  Bliud,  said  Dr.  Olln  Bur- 
ritt, commissioner,  who  Is  investi- 
I  gating  conditions  affecting  the  blljjd  in 
this  province  and  Saskatchewan,  fol- 
lowing the  conclusion  yeisterday  of! 
his  second  visit  to  T^e  institute. 

Sfiturday  Dr.  BiUTltt  made  his  first 
visit  to  the  Institute,  and  yesterday  be 
went  there  again,  inspectlnsj  each  de- 
partment, talking  with  the  foreman 
and  the  workers,  and  examining  the 
keeping  of  Ihf  accounts. 


"The  last  phase  of  the  v.ork  Is  out- 
standing," •  the  commisc.ioner  said. 
"The  cost  accounting  is  done  accurate- 
ly, showing:  the  cost  of  pi-oductioa  of 
each  article,  what  each  worker  pro- 
duces on  a  commercial  basis,  and  the 
allowance  he  gets  to  make  a  living 
Income.  The  system  is  among  the 
best  I  have  seen." 

Commenting  on  his  Impressions,  Dr. 
Burritt  noted  contentment  among  the 
workers,  and  he  praised  the  efficiency 
of  the  management  and  executive  ol 
the  Institute.  A  gratifying  feature  was 
that  the  institute  Is  not  residential,  so 
that  the  employees  are  able  to  get 
hom§  after  work  is  ended  and  disas- 
sociate themselves  from  the  daily 
and  their  intercourse  with  people 
similarly  afflicted  la  more  conc^^ve 
to  normalcy  and  contentment 

During  the  afternoon  the^Eimmis- 
sloner  studied  reports  and  dBcuments, 
Informing  himself  on  othar  phases  of 
the  work  among  blind  yreople.  This 
morning  he  will  rnaet  Mrs.  Ethel 
Ezart,  chairman  of  U^  United  Blind 
Pensions  commUtee^nd  In  the  aft? 
noon  he  will  listenfto  representaj 
regarding  pensioiy^by  other 
of  the  committea 


niiea  jsima 
1  the  aftgM 
resent^^fns 
;r  n^Rbers 


l/'icTtna,  0.C..   Colt-niSt 
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Sightless 
Entertained 
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Ipnor  the  Lieutenant-Gov- 
^d  Miss  Mackenzie  enter- 
about  twenty  of  the  blind 
Victoria  and  a  IWliiljei  uf 
ler  peopi?"  at  a  delightful  garden 
tparty  at  Government  House  yester- 
day afternoon,  and  following  tea  Mr. 
.M.  C.  Robinson,  superintendent  of 
'the  British  Columbia  branch  of  the 
Canadian  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind,  gave  a  comprehensive  state- 
ment concerning  the  progress  of  the 
institute's  work  in  this  province, 
this  including  the  results  of  the 
campaign  for  the  erection  of  the 
new  building. 

k  The  guests  were  welcomed  on  the 
iWest  lawn  by  His  Honor  and  Miss 
(Mackenzie,  the  latter  in  a  smart 
jjrock  of  black  marocaln  with  vestee 
(Of  Chartreuse  green  silk  and  hat 
*to  match.  Capt.  W.  H.  Molson, 
M.C.,  and  Mr.  A.  M.  D.  Fairbalrn 
were  in  attendance.  While  tea  was 
:bctng  served  a  delightful  programme 
Of  Gilbert  and  Sullivan  opera  selec- 
tions was  given  by  the  Firemen's 
Band,  under  the  leadership  of  A. 
Prescott.  Among  the  guests  were 
Mrs.  S.  F.  Tolmie,  Mayor  Anscomb, 
Mr.  Fred  Landsberg,  who,  with  Sir 
Frank  Barnard  eonstitutes  the  local 
representation  on  the  Canadian  Na- 
tional Institute  for  the  Blind;  Mr. 
R.  P.  Butchart,  one  of  the  directors 
of  the  Institute;  Mrs.  Butchart,  Mr. 
G.  S.  McTavlsh  and  Mr.  C.  Hensley, 
who,  with  Mr.  Landsberg,  consti- 
tuted the  committee  in  charge  o&the 
local    end    of    the     campaign     last 
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Autumn;  Mrs.  McTavish,  Mrs.  Hens- 
ley,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Bell  (Van- 
couver), Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  C.  Robin- 
son, Mr.  F.  J.  Crowhurst,  Miss 
Agnew,  Mr.  Bell  Bunting,  Mrs. 
Frame,  a  pioneer  worker  in  the  edu- 
cation of  the  blind;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Warren  Everett  and  Miss  Eleanor 
Everett  (Hinsdale,  U.S.A.),  Miss 
Betty  Ward  (Douglas  Lake),  Mrs. 
B.  A.  Fitzsimmons,  and  Miss  B.  G. 
Stark,  a  teacher  of  the  blind  in 
Victoria. 

WORK  REVIEWED 

Introduced  by  Mr.  Landsberg.  the 
British  Columbia  superintendent, 
Mr.  Robinson,  who  was  himself 
blinded  during  the  war  and  took 
special  training  at  St.  Dunstan's, 
London,  which  made  it  possible  for 
him  to  reinstate  himself  as  a  self- 
supporting  citizen,  gave  a  concise 
review  of  what  is  being  done  under 
the  auspices  of  the  institute  in  Brit- 
ish Columbia.  As  the  result  of  last 
November's  campaign  in  the  prov- 
ince about  $95,000  had  been  raised. 
Since  then  property  had  been  pur- 
chased on  the  corner  of  Spruce  and 
Broadway  Streets,  Vancouver,  and 
a  building'  which  is  to  be  opened  in 
October  or  November  was  now  Hear- 
ing completion  for  the  housing  of 
the  various  activities  planned.  Two 
floors  would  be  devoted  to  commer- 
cial activities;  a  third  floor  would 
be  shared  between  factory  and 
recreation  purposes;  in  the  base- 
ment a  broom  factory  was  being 
established.  The  main  floor  would 
be  used  as  a  shop  and  administra- 
tion office. 

Mr.  Robinson  also  told  something 
about  the  placement  of  blind  men 
and  women  in  industrial  and  other 
occupations.  In  British  Columbia 
about  fourteen  concession  stands 
were  being  operated  at  the  present 
time  by  blind  men,  and  the  number 
was  steadily  increasing.  The  teach- 
ing of  basketry  work  in  all  its 
branches  was  one  of  the  important 
activities  which  the  institute  in- 
tended to  incorporate  in  the  new 
building.  More  and  more  blind  peo- 
ple were  being  fitted  into  the  dif- 
ferent manufacturing  industries 
throughout  the  province,  among  the 
positions  found  for  them  being  the 
manufacture  of  paper  cartons  for 
soda  crackers,  positions  as  glove 
turners,  cafeteria  workers,  etc. 

The  recreational  needs  of  the 
blind  were  not  being  forgotten.  The 
top  floor  of  the  new  building  in 
Vancouver  would  have  a  recreation 
auditorium  for  monthly  dances,  and 
in  the  near  future  it  was  hoped  to 
organize  a  club  for  the  blind  and 
to  have  rooms  where  blind  travelers 
passing  through  Vancouver  could 
have  accommodation  for  the  night. 

As  the  result  of  last  November's 
campaign  it  had  been  possible  to 
place  a  resident  teacher  in  Victoria 
lor  instruction  in  Braille,  basketry, 
etc.  One  or  two  concession  stands 
were  also  under  negotiation  in  this 
city,  and  it  was  hoped  these  would 
be  in  operation  in  a  mnoth  or  two. 


A    WARM   TRIBUTE 

Following  Mr.  Robinson's  expres- 
sion of  thanks  to  His  Honor  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  and  Miss  Mac- 
kenzie for  their  hospitality,  and  to 
the  friends  who  had  helped  during 
the  campaign  last  November  in  Vic- 
toria, Mr.  A.  H.  Crocker,  who  had 
the  misfortune  to  lose  his  sight  after 
serving  as  an  engineer  with  the 
C.P.R.  for  twenty  years,  paid  a  warm 
personal  tribute  to  the  Canadian 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind  and 
particularly  to  Mr.  Robinson,  the 
British  Columbia  superintendent, 
through  whom  he  had  received  great 
help.  The  splendid  work  of  Miss 
McKellar,  through  whom  he  had 
learned  basketry  and  been  enabled 
to  take  charge  of  a  position  offered 
by  the  C.P.R.,  was  also  touched 
upon.  Mr.  Crocker  spoke  on  behalf 
of  all  the  Victoria  blind  when  he 
thanked  the  host  and  hostess  of  the 
afternoon  for  the  pleasure  they  had 
given. 

Among  the  guests  specially  noted 
by  His  Honor  were  two  Victoria 
men  who  lost  their  sight  as  the  re- 
sult of  injuries  sustained  during  the 
war,  one  being  Mr.  John  Combe, 
formerly  of  the  88th  Battalion,  and 
the  other  Mr.  E.  J.  Turner,  formerly 
of  the  29th  Battalion. 


SCHOOL  NEEDED 
TO  TRAJfi-fiim 
EXPERTTHINKS 

J/f ,  Hedgie  Tells  Dr.  Burritt 
60  Sigmiess  Children  War- 
I  /    Jfants  Institution 

Sixty  blind  children  in  Manitoba 
would  be  more  than  sufficient  to 
;  warrant  establishment  of  a  provin- 
cial school  for  the  blind,  J.  T. 
Heggie,  M.A.,  principal  of  the  Mon- 
treal school,  told  Dr.  Olin  H.  Bur- 
ritt, commissioner  appointed  by  the 
Manitoba  and  Sasliatchewan  gov- 
ernments to  investigate  conditions 
in  the  two  provinces. 

Mr.  Reggie  opposed  the  plan  of 
educating  blind  and  sighted  child- 
ren in  the  same  class  rooms.  He  told 
the  commission  he  understood  there 
were  60  blhid  children  in  Manitoba 
and  if  the  information  was  correct 
he  would  recommend  opening  a 
special  school. 

Records  of  the  commission  secre- 
tary showed  that  during  the  last 
school  term  only  32  children  from 
Manitoba  and  Saskatchewan  atten- 
ded the  classes  of  the  Institute  for 
the  Blind  at  Brantford. 

The  only  other  witness  today  was 
T.  N.  Thompson,  who  described 
working  conditions  in  the  Canadian 


[National  Institute  for  the  blind  at 
'Winnipeg  wnere  ne  is  employed.  12 
or  15  witnesses  are  still  to  be  called 
here  before  the  commission  trans- 
fers its   hearings   to   Regina. 
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Hears   of   Train- 
ed in  Educational 
titutions  for  Sightless 


Several  blind  persons,  former  pupils 
of  various  blind  institutions  in  the 
country,  testified  before  Dr.  Olln  H 
Burritt,  royal  commission  of  one,  at  a 
hearing  at  the  legislative  buildings 
yesteraay  afte-noon.  The  royal  com- 
mission is  under  way  here  to  deter- 
mine what  course  to  recommend  for 
the  greater  efflclency  of  blind  insti^ 
tions. 

The  first  witness  on  the  stand  be^ 
the  commission  had  chosen  a  mus 
course    on    entering    the      school 
fourteen  years  of  age.     He  stated 
he  had  availed  himself  of  all  that] 
school  could  afford,   and  yet     In 
avocation   he  was  not   fitted   to  m8 
as  complete  a  business  success   as 
desired. 

"When  one  has  finished  education 
in  a  blind  school^  he  godfe  into  the 
world  to  find  that  ne  has  hardly  start- 
ed his  education,"  the  witness  com- 
plained. 

Teachers  Not  Qualified 

He  testified  that  the  teachers  were 
not  always  qualified  for  the  subjects 
they  undertook  to  teach,  and  that  suf- 
ficient care  was  not  taken  in  deter- 
,  mining  whether  pupils  were  adapted 
to  cfertaln  studies.  The  witness  had 
I  studied  the  violin,  and  complained 
that  the  examiner,  while  a  musician, 
had  no  particular  interest  in  or  knowl- 
edge of  that  instrument. 

The  witness  also  complained  that 
the  pupils  were  not  educated  socially. 
They  were  not  able  to  keep  in  direct 
contact  with  the  outside  world,  and  in 
most  cases  their  mall  was  opened,  so 
that  any  Intimacies  did  not  exist  be- 
tween them  and  persons  outside  .the 
In.'-.titutlcn.  ■  ' 

The  commission  is  \;ontinulrig  the 
hearing  today,  with  about  twenty  wit- 
nesse.=!  lined  xvp  for  testimony  before 
the   commissioner. 
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t.^  E.  A.  Baker  Describes 
Being  Done  for  Sight - 
3y  N^CtWHSrTnstitute 
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clqjtahi  E.  A.  B?.ker,  M.C.,  Croix  de 
Guerre,  who  was  blinded  in  battle  dur- 
ing the  Great  War,  and  is  now  general 
secretary  of  the  Canadian  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind,  testified  before 
the  Dr.  Olin  H".  Burrltt,  royal  commis- 
sion at  the  legislative  buildings,  yes- 
terday afternoon.  Describing  what  has 
been  done  for  the  blind  in  all  part? 
of  Canada  by  his  organization  during 
the  past  10  years,  Captain  Baker  held 
the  close  attention  of  his  audience  for 
the   greater   part  of   the   afternoon. 

Great  strides  have  been  made  In 
finding  work  for  the  blind.  Captain 
Baker  said,  and  he  gave  credit  for  this 
to  J.  P.  Clunk,  blind  placement  officer 
for  the  Canadian  Institute  who  has 
been  remarkably  successful  after  a 
number  of  sighted  men  had  failed  to 
produce    results. 

Canteens  and  cafeterias  \inder  the 
charge  of  blind  persons  which  have 
been  placed  in  institutions  and  busi- 
ness plants  have  afforded  employment 
to  many  blind  and  this  phase  is  being 
expanded  througho'it  the  Dom,lnion, 
he  said.  It  also  has  .■  -n  demonstrated 
that  many  blind  are  "'ell  qualified  to 
•work   In   industrial   pli,:/ts. 

Modern    Machinery   An    Aid 

Modern  machinery  Is  adapted  for 
blind  workers.  Captain  Baker  said,  be- 
cause of  the  tendency  to  simplicity  in 
machine  operation  which  enables  a 
■worker  to  master  a  process  which  Is 
constant  repKitition. 

A  collection  of  photographs  was  sub- 
imitted  to  Dr.  Burritt  showing  blind 
^vo^kers  at  their  tasks.  Examples  of 
these  were  men  working  In  the  Ford 
automobile  plant  in  Ontario,  a  youth 
Btrlnging  tennis  racquets,  a  girl  wrap- 
ping golf  ball  cores,  a  man  building 
radio  transformers,  a  man  linking 
sausages  and  wieners,  a  youth  feeding 
screws  to  a  rolled  thread  machine,  a 
man  stuffing  Automobile  seat  cushions, 
to  name  onlyi  a  few  of  them. 

In  Winnipf  g,  it  was  stated,  blind 
^^•orkers  have  seen  placed  at  the  Mani- 
toba Bridge  a  id  Iron  works,  the  Can- 
adian Pacific  shops  and  the  Canadian 
National  yard:  ,  There  are  sales  stand.s 
managed  by  lind  persons  at  the  St. 
Boniface  hos  Ital.  Winnipeg  General 
hospital,  Weston  shops  and  Dominion 
Envelope  and.  Carton  company. 
'  A  Graduate  of  Queen's 

Captain  Baker  graduated  from 
Queen's  university  as  an  electrical 
engineer  in  1914,  and  in  1915  joined 
the  Sixth  Field  company,  Canadian 
Engineers.  He  went  overseas  in  Sep- 
tember, 1915.  and  became  blind  as  the 
result  of  injuries  received  in  battle, 
October  8,  1915.  He  was  given  training 
in  the  school  for  blind  soldiers,  St. 
Dunstan's,  England,  which  was  es- 
tablished by  Sir  Arthur  Plerson.  After 
his  return  to  Canada  he  was  with  the 
Ontario  Hydro  Electric  commission  for 


ttwo  years,  then  was  called  to  Ottawa  to 
take  charge  of  training  blind  soldiers. 
I  He  became  general  secretary  of  the 
Canadian  Institute  for  the  Blind  In 
'1920. 

E.  P.  Layton,  of  Montreal,  who  heads 
the  Canadian  Federation  of  the  Blind, 
is  scheduled  to  address  the  commission 
today. 

The  commission  is  making  an  In- 
quiry Into  problems  of  the  blind  In 
Manitoba  and  Saskatchewan  at  the 
request  of  the  governments  of  the 
two  provinces. 
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3xman  Tells  Corn- 
Instruction  in  In- 
lons  Preferable 


^aining  the  blind  in  their  own 
homes  is  far  more  expensive  than  by 
providing  instruction  for  them  In  a 
■R-ell  organized  institution.  Major  Ern- 
est Flexman,  manager  of  the  Winnipeg 
l>ranch  of  the  Canadian  National  In- 
etitute  for  the  Blind,  testified  before 
the  Dr.  Olln  H.  Burritt  commission, 
yesterday,  at  the  Legislative  buildings. 
Major  Flexman  reviewed  the  work  ac- 
complished under  his  direction  since 
he  came  to  Winnipeg  last  February 
from  Ottawa,  where  he  was  director  of 
vocational  training  In  the  department 
of  soldiers'  civil  re-establishement. 

Every  registration  nf  the  blind  made 
In  Manitoba  and  Saskatchewan  Is  care- 
fully investigated,  said  Major  Flexman. 
It  often  happened  that  those  who  re- 
gistered as  blind  were  found  to  be  only 
partially  blind,  and  In  some  cases  not 
blind  at  all. 

Major  Flexman  will  testify  before  the 
commission  again  on  Monday. 

Dr.  Burritt  left  last  night  for  Reglna 
■Where  he  will  make  his  initial  inquiry 
In  the  neighboring  province.  He  was 
accompanied  by  W.  D.  Bayley.  secretary 
Of  the  commission.  Major  Flexman.  and 
D.  B.  Lawley.  of  the  Canadian  Federa- 
tion of  the  Blind. 

Captain  E.  A.  Baker.  M.C..  of  Toronto, 
general  secretary  of  the  Canadian  Na- 
tional Institute  for  the  BUnd,  will  tes- 
tify before  the  commission  again  on 
Saturday  when  Dr.  Burritt  returns  to 
Winnipeg. 

A.  E.  Rowland,  chairman  of  the  Win- 
nipeg board  of  the  Canadian  National 
Institute,  other  members  of  the  board, 
and  Mrs.  Donald  F.  Mclntyre,  chairman 
of  the  Women's  auxlllarv  of  the  Insti- 
tute, win  be  heard  or  Monday. 

In  Reglna.  Dr.  Mlddleton.  deputv 
minister  of  health,  and  Harris  Turner, 
of  the  Saskatoon  Star-Phoenlx,  who  Is 
blind,  will  speak  before  the  commis- 
sion. Both  are  members  for  Saskatche- 
■n'an  on  the  board  of  the  Canadian  Na- 
tional Institute  for  the  Blind.  , 


Amorie  those  who  testified  recently 
fcefore  Dr.  Burritt  was  Mrs.  Jessie  Mac- 
lennan,  prominent  worker  in  behalf  of 
blind  relief  In  Wlnnloes  ?nd  J.  T. 
>Heggle,  youthful  blind  orinclpal  of  the 
Montreal  Schol  for  the  Blind.  Mr.  He?- 
pl«.  who  is  a  graduate  of  th<>  tJnlver- 
elty  of  Edlnbureh.  exolalned  th«>  educai 
tlonal  method.s  of  the  Montreal  school. 
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President   of    Canadian    Fed- 
Himself  Blind,   Has 
jMafe  Success  in  Business 

7 

f  Sightl^  since  he  was  13  years  of 
Ige,  Philip  E.  Layton,  of  Montreal, 
president  of  the  Canadian  Federation 
of  the  Blind,  has  made  a  success  ol 
business  in  Canada  and  has  grea'i 
confidence  In  the  future  of  the  Domin- 
ion. Mr.  Layton  was  invited  by  the 
Manitoba  government  as  &n  -expert 
to  assist  the  royal  commission  Inquir- 
ing into  matters  affecting  the  blind 
people    of    the    province. 

Mr.  Layton.  who  Is  accompanied  by 
nis  wife,  late  last  month  returned  from 
the  Old  Country,  where  he  Investi- 
gated the  method  of  dealing  with  the 
problem  of  employment  and  state  aid 
for  the  blind,  in  addition  to  attending 
the  conference  of  the  Chambers  of 
Commerce   of    the    British    Empire. 

Born  in  London,  England,  Mr.  Lay- 
ton  lost  his  sight  as  the  result  of  an 
accident  while  chopping  wood,  when 
13  years  of  age.  He  came  to  Canada 
In  1887.  and  started  working  as  a  piano 
tuner,  and  later  v/ent  into  the  piano 
business  in  Montreal,  founding  the 
firm  of  Layton  Bros. 

In  1908  he  8tart«d  to  collect  a  fund 
of  $100,000.  with  which  he  established 
a  school  for  Entrlish-spealilng  blind 
children  in  Montreal,  which  was  open- 
ed In  1912.  Three  years  later  an  up- 
to-date  Industrial  home  was  built  in 
connection  with  the  school,  ■^^'hlch  was 
enlarged  In  1927  and  now  accommo- 
dates 40  blind  men  and  women. 

Speaking  of  the  Canadian  Federa- 
tion of  the  Blind,  of  which  he  Is  the 
head,  Mr.  Layton  said  it  was  formed 
In  1928  during  a  conference  held  In 
Ottawa,  when  a  deputation  waited  on 
the  federal  govrenment  urging  that 
blind  persons  in  the  Dominion  be 
given  pensions.  The  federation  now 
has  branches  at  Halifax,  St.  John, 
Montreal,  Ottawa,  Toronto,  Hamilton, 
Loudon,  Winnipeg  and  Edmonton, 
while  many  organizations  carrying  on 
■work  for  the  blind  are  federated  with 
the    federation. 

On  Saturday  evening  a  reception  1*] 
being  held  at  the  Institute  for  Mr.  I 
•nd  Mrs.  Layton,  at  which  both  of 
the  ■visitors  will  give  an  address  to! 
.the   blind  of   Winnipeg.  | 
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BLIND  WILL  ENTERTAIN 


The  Winnipeg  branch  of  the  Can- 
adian Federation  of  the  Blind  •wilj, 
hold  a  reception  and  danL-w  111  Uil 
Institute  for  the  Blind  building,  in 
honor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  B.  Lay- 
ton  at  8  o'clock  this  evening.  All 
blind  persons  and  those  interested 
in  the  welfare  of  the  blind  are 
cordially  invited  to  attend.  Refresh- 
ments will  be  served  and  an  or- 
chestra will  be  in  attendance. 


W in T7i'f>eg,Mi7/.,  Fr«c  fftST 


PROBLEffl&'flrBL! 
DIS«lSSEI>irrTAWLEY 


Oi 


Izer 
[ils  of 


Federation  Gives  De- 
kitish  Legislation 


Prollems  of  the  blind  were  discussed 
by  dI  B.  Lawlfty,  prominent  British 
Laborite,  who  Is  himself  afflicted  by 
blindness,  at  a  meeting  in  the,west  end 
labor  fonim,  Agnes  street,  yesterda^ 
morning. 

^,^>slng  his  eyesight  in  a  mine  ex- 
plollon  16  years  ago,  Mr.  Lawley  is 
fully  competent  to  deal  with  the  dif- 
ficulties und«r  which  the  blind  labor. 
In  Great  Britain  he  was  a  student  in 
the  Labor  college  movement,  and  wj* 
founder  and  editor  of  "The  HorletJnT" 
a  magazine  published  In  Braille  by  the 
blind,  and  dealing  with  economic  prob- 
lems. He  three  times  ran  as  a  nndi- 
date  for  parliamentary  honors  TKder 
the  Labor  banner  In  Great  Britain,  i^|d 
iWas  beaten  by  small  majorities.  ^^ 
'  At  the  present  time,  Mr.  I^awley  Is 
organizer  for  the  Federation  of  the 
Blind  throughout  the  Dominion.  In 
his  address  he  devoted  attention  to  the 
Blind  Person  act  which  was  Introduced 
in  the  British  house  of  commons  In 
1914  by  Mr.  vVardle,  a  member  of  the 
Labor  party.  From  this  legislation,  he 
said,  had  sprung  the  great  movement 
j  for  the  amelioration  of  distress  among 
the  blind. 

Mr.  Lawley  was  one  of  those  who 
marched  to  London  some  years  ago  in 
an  organized  attempt  to  focus  public 
attention  on  Me  matter  of  getting 
pensions  for  thwbllnd. 

Other  speaker  were  Mrs.  Jessie  Mac- 
Lennan,  WiUia*  Ivens,  M.L.A.,  and  E. 
D.  Howe,  who  epoke  of  the  work  done 
by  the  Federation  of  the  Blind 
thro*Hj|mi^^gnada.  W.  E.  Small,  sec« 
retary  o^cReT.LP.,  was  in  the  chair. 


Mrs.  E.  Tilklngton  will  conduct  a 
meeting  at  236  Ferry  road,  St.  James, 
Thursday,  Aug.  21,  at  2.15  p.m. 
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Burritt  Outlines  En- 
Results  in  Address 
.To  Kiwanians 


adequate    education  ^  of    the 
j1    blind   will    be    one    of   the 

frongest    recommendations    in    the 

!port  of  Dr.  Olin  H.  Burritt,  to 
be  presented  to  the  governments  of 
Manitoba  and  Saskatchewan  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  enquiry  into  blind 
welfare  which  he  is  conducting  as  a 
commission   of   one. 

Speaking  to  members  of  the 
Kiwanis  club  at  a  luncheon  at  the 
Fort  Gai-ry  hotel  today.  Dr.  Burritt 
touched  upon  some  of  the  con- 
clusions he  had  reached  since  his 
enquiry  opened,  and  the  program  he 
would  suggest  for  allevi-iting  the 
condition  of  the  blind  in  the  prairie 
provinces. 

The  ratio  of  the  blind  to  general 
population  averages  one  in  1,300. 
Of  an  estimated  population  in  Mani- 
toba and  Saskatchewan  of  1,460,800, 
Dr.  Burritt  believes  there  are  1,100 
blind.  The  greater  proportion  of 
these.  65  percent,  are  above  the  age 
of  50;  25  percent  are  between  21 
and  50,  and  10  percent  are  under 
21  years  and  of  educative  age. 

It  is  the  latter  class.  Dr.  Burritt 
believes,  who  should  receive  most 
consideration.  For*  their  benefit  his 
report  will  urge  extension  of  com- 
pulsory education  for  blind  children. 
Local  high  schools  for  those  spe- 
cially capable  students,  and  colleges 
and  universities  for  higher  education 
will  be  suggested  for  a  select  few. 
in  preparation  for  life  as  they  will 
encounter   It. 

Placement  of  younger  blind  per- 
sons in  occupation*  among  seeing 
people  in  another  recommendation 
emphasized.  Tha  blind  would  be 
helped  by  closer  association  with 
those  who  can  see. 
';  A  conservative  program  for  the 
relief  of  the  aged  and  infirm— the 
unemployed  blind — ia  another  sug- 
gestion. 

Dr.  Burrltt's  commission  of  one 
will  resume  sessions  at  the  Parlia- 
ment buildings  on  Thursday 
morning. 


,10NG  BLIi  pes 


Is    Host  At    Dinner    Held    in 
[of  People  Active 
^xn  Cause 


Mnl  and  Mrs.  P.  E.  Layton,  Mont- 
real, who  are  in  Winnipeg  to  appear 
before  the  commission  investigating 
conditions  of  the  blind,  entertained 
several  members  and  friends  of  the 
Canadian  Federation  for  the  Blind  at 
the  Boyai  Alexandra  hotel,  last  eve- 
ning. 

Speaking  at  the  dinner,  Mr.  Layton 
emphasized  the  need  of  unity  among 
all  blind  workers,  and  expressed  the 
hope  that  the  present  Investigations 
would  result  in  the  dawn  of  a  new 
day   for  the  needy   W*Bd. 

A.  B.  Howe,  William  Ivens,  M.L.A., 
Mrs.  Jessie  MacLenan  and  Aldermen 
James  Simpkin  and  W.  Simpson  also 
spoke  on  the  work  of  the  federation. 

The  many  friends  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Layton  eulogized  them  for  the  work 
they  have  done  in  the  Interests  of 
the  blind  throughout  the  Dominion 
of  Canada,  and  hoped  they  might  be 
spared  to  see  the  fruits  of  their 
labor. 

A  mu3lcal  programme  conciuded  the 
evening. 


dr.  burritt  y 
will  review 
Evidence  given 

Hearings    by    Cemmittee    In- 
I    v$stigating  Conditions  of 
'  Blind  Postponed 


Hearing  of  witnesses  before  the 
commission  which  is  investigating 
conditions  of  the  blind  in  Manitoba 
and  Saskatchewan  was  postponed 
Tuesday  to  ii^iiiiil  fim  nil»  H. 
Btrritt,  special  ctwrtmssioner,  t*  re- 
view evidence  already  given  'and 
consider  some  of  the  recommenda- 
tions which  are  likely  to  be  con- 
tained in  his  report. 

Another  session  will  be  held 
Thursday  at  the  legislative  build- 
ings, commencing  at  9.30  a.m.,  at 
which  witnesses  will  be  heard  who 
have  not  had  an  opportunity  to 
.appear  at  previous  sittings.  Follow- 
ing the  evidence  in  Winnipeg,  Dr. 
Burritt  will  visit  institutions  for  the 
blind  at  Brantford,  Toronto  and 
Montreal. 

The  report  of  the  Manitoba  and 
Saskatchewaa  governments  will 
probably  not  be  ready  until  late  in 
the  year  although  it  will  be  for- 
warded     before      either      legislature 


fo 


meets.  DrrBurritt  said'foaay  he  in- 
tended to  examine  the  workings  of 
certain  relief  laws  and  blind  institu- 
tions in  several  of  the  States  before 
finally  summarizing  his  recom- 
mendations. 


MTfactori 
workeroiard 
ommission 


CitiiTsm  Voiced  For  Failure 

'0  Relieve  Distress 

Among  Blind 

When  the  enquiry  into  welfare  of 
the  blind  was  resumed  before  the 
Dr.  Olin  H.  Burritt  commission  to- 
day, representatives  from  the  fac- 
tory workers  at  the  Canadian  Na- 
tional Institute  for  the  Blind  were 
heard. 

{  During  the  testimony  today  much 
criticism  was  voiced  against  the 
ladies'  auxiliary  for  failure  to  re- 
lieve distress,  and  their  method  of 
approaching  .  the  blind.  Members 
pf  the  auxiliary  who  heard  the 
statements  thought  the  complainant.s 
Jhad  forgotten  or  overlooked  some 
'of  the  work  done  in  their  behalf. 
Says    Hands    Tied 

John  Williams,  40,  and  married,  i 
was  the  first  of  the  workers  to 
testify.  Unrest  among  the  blind, 
he  said,  had  decided  them  to  send 
delegates  to  present  their  case  to 
the   commission. 

Employed  in  the  broom  factory 
he  could  earn  at  the  peak  of  em- 
ployment from  $18  to  $20  a  week. 
His  usual  earnings,  however,  were 
$13   a  week. 

Asked  by  Dr.  Burritt.  whether  he 
felt  that  the  management  of  the 
institute  of  the  ladies'  auxiliary 
would  object  to  paying  the  workers 
more,  the  witness  replied  that  the 
hands  of  the  management  were 
tied  by  the  financial  situation.  With 
sufficient  funds  he  thought  the 
factory  would   pay   a   living  wage. 

Thomas  Neville,  who  is  married 
and  has  six  children,  admitted  that 
he  was  known  as  an  'agitator"  in 
the  factory.  He  had  been  responsi- 
ble for  the  formation  of  a  com- 
mittee of  workers  who  nad  waited 
upon  Major  Flexman  to  discuss 
grievances. 


Suggested    Flat    Rate 

John  Holmes,  with  three  percent 
vision,  a  married  man  with  seven 
children,  said  his  earnings  were  $13 
a  week.  All  the  witnesses  suggest- 
ed that  a  flat  rate  of  wages  of  at 
least  $20  a  week  should  be  estab- 
lished. 

Edith  Mary  Heska.  an  employe  in 
the  white  wear  department  called 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
women's  minimum  wage  law  does 
not  apply  tcr  girls  employed  at  the 
institute    factory,  .JiiP 


C/a-t-HsJaU,  Miss.^   ffeg-/srer 
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INSIGNIA  FOR  BLIND 


^^hflr French  Blind  People's  Association  of-Mon- 
triifal  fiq^gests  that  gloves  of  some  distinctive;  ^or 
be"'^V(  (I'll  ;.by  the  blind  as  an  aid  when  they  are  'tvat^- 
ing  afound  alone.  If  this  were  done,  and  the  purpose 
made  known,  they  argue,  everyone  with  eyesight 
would  recognize  their  handicap  instantly  and  look 
out  for  them.  It  would  be  especially  useful  in  cross- 
ing streets. 

The  idea  is  an  excellent  one.  It  is  better  for  the 
blind,  and  better  for  society,  that 'they  should  be  as 
independent  as  possible,  moving  about  "on  their 
own"  and  making  their  other  senses  serve  as  eyes. 
Blind  persons  today  do  this  more  than  ever  before. 
But  they  run  more  risk  than  ever  before. 

Gloves  may  liot  be  the  best  badge.  Possibly 
something  more  conspicuous,  say  a  sash  or  arm-band 
of  distinctive  color,  would  work  better. 


\/ icTo  ri  a,0  C.^   Ccl'-nisT 


'COUNCIL  APPROl/ES  OF 
DEMANDSilEjiPHT'  '"-^-^ 

Q'MeM'^vestigation  of  the  con- 
ditl/ns  fcrtaining  to  the  blind  work- 
er^j^in  institutions,  is  being  asked 
by  the  Canadian  National  Institute 
for  tlie  Blind.  A  letter  was  received 
by  the  City  Council  yesterday  seek- 
ing support  on  behalf  of  the  de- 
mand of  the  workers.'  It  was 
pointed  out  in  the  letter  that  much 
of  the  money  granted  by  the  Gov- 
ernment was  used  in  administra- 
tion and  that  very  little  was  left  for 
payment  to  blind  employed. 

The  situation  in  the  broom  fac- 
tory in  Vancouver  was  cited  in  the 
letter.  In  that  factory,  it  was 
stated,  the  work  of  four  blind  men 
was  supervised  by  three  full-sight 
men  whose  wages  more  than  dou- 
bled those  of  the  workers.  In  one 
case  a  young  man,  who  had  only 
10  per  cent  of  vision,  was  receiving 
15  cents  an  hour  for  his  work. 

The  council,  insympathy  with  the 
efforts  of  the  institute,  endorsed 
the  views  contained  in  the  letter. 


WJTiTu  P^  g,  M  3t>.^  £vf.  Ti"!  bu-nt. 
Sepfe-rr,  b  ^  h      16,    I  93o. 


HOPE  PENSIOHS 
FQR  BLiriI>WlLL 
?£  GIVEN  SOON 

\rs  at  Lux  En  Tenebris 
ub  Social  Tell  of 
Recent  Inquiry 


Hopes  that  legislation  to  provide 
peneJons  for  the  blind  would  be  en- 
acted at  an  early  date  were  ex- 
pressed Monday  night  to  the  Lux 
en  Tenebris  club  at  its  first  .social 
event  of  the  season,  when  W.  J. 
Johnston  and  A.  N.  Thompson  sub- 
mitted a  report  on  the  evidence 
placed  before  the  Burritt  commis- 
sion. 

Dr.  Olin  H.  Burritt,  Philadelphia, 
head  of  the  Pennsylvania  Institute 
for  the  Blind,  two  weeks  ago  con- 
cluded an  inquiry  into  conditions  of 
the  blind  in  Manitoba  and  Saskat- 
chewan and  will  submit  his  reports 
before  the  next  meetings  of  their 
legislatures. 

Monday  night's  function  was  held 
at    thp  InstitutP   f,-.,-   fhe   Blind    Por- 
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tage  and  Sherburn,  and  musical 
numbers  were  contributed  by  Miss 
Rose  Paine,  Miss  L.  Zempher,  Miss 
Gladys  Forrester,  Mrs.  E.  Cum- 
mingK,  Mrs.  M.  L.  Davidson  and 
Doc.    Cummings,    orchestra. 

Earlier  in  the  evening  Mrs.  A. 
Wilson.  Mrs.  D.  L.  Hossack  and 
Mrs.  R.  H.  Smith,  members  of  the 
executive,  entertained  the  blind  in- 
mates of  the  Old  Folks*  Home  at 
a   tea   apd    co-rn    roast. 

M//7>-ni'  Pfg,  /^a-n-iEy^.  Tn  hunt 

COMMITTEE  TO 

CONTROL  BLIND 
^i  WELFARE  URGED 

//     

f  a/  provincial  advisory  committee 
§>  pontrol  and  direct  welfare  work 
lor  the  blind  was  urged  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Winnipeg  branch  of  the 
Canadian  Federation  of  the  Blind 
at  the  University  building,  Portage 
and  Sherbrooke,  Tuesday  night. 

Reporting  on  the  royal  commis- 
sion on  blind  welfare  in  Manitoba 
and  Saskatchewan,  A.  B.  Howe, 
Ipresdent  of  the  federation  pointed 
lout  that  the  Canadian  National  In- 
stitute for  the  Blind  and  the  feder- 
ation had  both  agreed  in  recom- 
mending this  board.  When  estab- 
lished, this  central  provincial  ad- 
visory board  would  control  and 
direct  the  services  to  the  blind.  It 
would  be  a  sounding  board  and 
clearing  house  for  ideas  and  all 
matters  of  welfare  work.  It  also 
would  co-ordinate  the  placing  of 
financial  responsibility  for  the  care 
of  the  blind  partially  on  the  pro- 
vince and  partially  on  the  munici- 
palities. 

This  committee,  Mr.  Howe  con- 
tinued, would  have  representation 
from  the  departments  of  education, 
health  and  labor,  with  a  paid  secre- 
tary appointed  by  the  province. 
There  would  also  be  two  representa- 
tives from  the  Union  of  Munici- 
palities and  one  representative 
from  each  of  the  blind,  agencies 
within    the    province. 

Formation  of  a  branch  of  the 
Canadian  Federation  of  the  Blind 
at  Regina  on  Sept.  9,  was  an- 
nounced at  the  meeting,  in  addi- 
ction to  an  auxiliary  at  Saskatoon, 
to  do  welfare  work  for  the  scat- 
tered   blind   of   the   province. 
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PENSlSJORJIi 

Wouljf    Eliminate     Sightless 

Wooers  From  Competition 

With  Other  Labor 


mlng  to  eliminate  blind  workers 
fro*  competition  with  others  workers, 
andSadvocating  the  placing  of  them  on 
thenasls  of  aged  and  lnf;rm,  the  Win- 
nipeg Trades  and  Labor  coxmcll  went 
on  record  In  favor  of  pensions  for  the 
blind,  last  night,  at  a  meeting,  held  In 
the  Labor  temple. 

Practically  the  whole  evening  wa? 
taken  up  with  discussion  of  problems 
of  the  blind.  J.  G.  Hutchison  declared 
there  had  been  discrimination  between 
those  working  in  the  Canadian  Insti- 
tute for  the  Blind  and  outside  work- 
ers. He  urged  the  council  to  take 
steps  to  obtain  for  outside  workers  the 
same  wages  as  earned  by  the  blind  in 
the  Institute. 

Assistance  from  the  Trades  and 
Labor  council  In  obtaining  from  the 
city  of  Winnipeg  permission  to  provide 
shelters  for  blind  news  sellers  on 
certain  streets  was  asked  by  Major  E. 
Plexman.  In  a  letter  to  the  council. 

Mr.  Flexman's  letter  staated  that  he 
"appeared  before  the  improvement 
committee  last  month  in  connection 
with  obtaining  these  shelters,  but  the 
attitude  of  the  committee  seemed  to 
be  that  the.  blind  people  should  be 
taken  care  of  by  pensions  by  the  fed- 
eral government,  and  if  they  attempt- 
ed in  any  way  to  assist  them  it  would 
minimize  the  chance  of  getting  pen- 
sions for  them." 

A  report  of  the  forty-sixth  naatlonal 
convention  of  the  Trades  and  Labor 
congress,  recently  held  at  Regina,  was 
presented  by  J.  J.  Scott,  treasurer,  and 
a  report  on  the  municipal  activities  bv 
J.  Schollle. 

In  the  absence  of  T.  Williams,  presk 
dent  of  the  council,  the  chair  was 
cupled  by  P.  Macintosh. 


les  Dy 
presjr 
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PENSIONSFOR 
BLliUUIB8EB  BY 
OR  COUNCIL 


vwnment  Aid   NjBcessary, 
Sa^s  Resolution  Passed 
at  Meeting 


Ion  the  same  basis  as  old  age  pensions 
I  were  urged  in  a  resolution  passed 
'Tuesday  night  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Trades  and  Labor  council. 

An  amendment  urging  that  the 
labor  council  take  steps  to  obtain 
for  outside  blind  workers  the  same 
wages  as  earned  by  blind  workers 
in  the  Canadian  National  Institute 
for  the  Blind   was  defeated. 

George  Armstrong,  who  moved  the 
successful  motion,  argued  that  the 
responsibility  f'^r  the  care  of  the 
^tlind  must  res*'  on  provincial  and 
federal  governments. 
I  "Until  the  state  is  ready  to  assume 
[this  resDonsibility,"  said  Mr.  Arm- 
jStroiig,  "what  is  the  sense  of  the 
Trades  and  Labor  council  proposing 
to  deal  with  the  matter?  If  we 
confuse  the  issue  by  bringing  up 
the  question  of  wages  and  labor 
.conditions,  we  shall  only  give  the 
state  the  opportunity  to  slip  out 
from   under." 

The  question  of  assistance  for  the 
sightless  was  brought  up  in  a  letter 
from  Major  E.  Flexman,  general 
manager  of  the  Canadian  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind. 

Major  Flexman  asked  support  of 
the  council  in  obtaining  permission 
from  the  city  for  establishment  of 
street  news  stands  for  those  thus 
handicapped. 

The  improvements  committee  of 
the  city  council  had  insisted  upon 
I'ederal  pensions  for  the  blind.  The 
committee  had  added  thst  other  at- 
tempts to  assist  would  minimize 
the  chances  for  securing  these  pen- 
sions. 

Reports    Presented 

In  his  letter,  Major  Flexman 
stated  that  even  if  the  blind  were 
brought  under  the  old  age  pensions 
act  at  50  or  less,  it  would  provide 
but  .$20  per  month. 

J.  J.  Scott  read  the  report  of  the 
recent  Canadian  Trades  and  Labor 
convention  in  Regina.  J.  Scholie 
gave  the  report  on  the  last  meeting 
of  the  city  council. 

Fraternal  greetings  were  conveyed 
by  B.  Showier,  Vancouver  secretary 
of  the  joint  council  of  the  teamsters 
international;  Colin  McDonald.  Van- 
couver, organizer  of  the  tailors 
union,  and  E.  Manfred  Roebling, 
Quebec,  who  is  in  Winnipeg  to  or- 
ganize a  local  of  the  waiters,  cooks 
and   beverage   dispensers    union. 
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B.C.  Electric  Makes  Generous  Con- 
cession in  Favor  of  Sightless 

of  Victoria  i 


Government  pensions  for  the  blind 


ff^oErick  Landsberg,  local  chair- 
maa  mthe  Canadian  National  Inr 
stitrutc  for  the  Blind,  has  announced 
that  in  future  sightless  men  will 
travel  free  of  charge  on  the  street 
cars  of  the  British  Columbia  Electric 
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Bailway  Company  in  Victoria. 
Through  this  generous  concession  on 
the  part  of  the  company,  blind  men, 
traveling  with  guides,  will  be  en- 
abled to  do  so  at  no  greater  cost 
I  than  If  they  were  traveling  by  them- 
!    selves.  I 

,  The  Canadian  National  Institute 
V  for  the  Blind,  on  behalf  of  the  blind 
-  people  of  Victoria,  wishes  to  pub- 
licly express  its  sincere  appre^ation 
and  gratitude  to  the  B.C.  Electric 
Rpilway  Co.  It  is  generous  actions 
such  as  this  of  the  B.C.  Electric 
Railway  Co.,  which  enables  the  in- 
stitute to  render  greater  service,  and 
to  bring  to  the  mind  of  the  public 
generally,  the  necessity  of  assisting 
the  blind  in  whatever  way  may  be 
possible,  in  order  that  they  may  be 
placed  on  an  equal  footing  with 
their  sighted  companions,  and  to  as- 
sist in  enabling  them  to  travel  and 
live  generally,  at  no  greater  ex- 
pense because  of  their  unfortunate 
handicap. 

Already  the  Canadian  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind,  Western 
division,  with  headquarters  at  205 
Royal  Trust  Building,  Vancouver, 
has  issued  sixteen  passes  to  the 
blind  of  Victoria,  and  any  other 
blind  person  wishing  to  receive  a 
pass,  upon  proof  of  eligibility,  may 
obtain  one  by  applying  to  737  Fort 
Street,  or  to  the  above  address. 


OcTobet^     3,     1930 

Dispiy  of  Blind  Workgcs^^ 
loAris  Is-Weirfatronized 

ert  operatora  from  the 
llonal  Institute  for  the 
Sa  an  exhibition  of  their 
Ql^week  under  the  direc- 

]^  Ernest    Flexman    and 

Mrs,  iexman  In  the  store  of  the  T. 
Eaton^mpany,  where  ample  space  has 
been  pSvlded  In  two  enclosures  on  the 
third  fiaOr.  Those  in  the  party  Include 
Ben  Brunton,  basket  weaver;  Rudolph 
Denltz,  brooms;  Paul  GulUardo, 
whisks,  and  Mlas  Oladye  Dugdale,  who 
operates  a  sewing  machine  and  makes 
dresses,  smockss,  etc.  Norman  Fraser. 
with  some  vision,  acts  as  salesman. 
Many  hundreds  of  people  wait  each  day 
to  witness  the  work  of  the  blind. 

Everything  made  at  the  Institute 
here  1«  being  offered  for  sale  In  the  en- 
close during  the  Made-ln-Manltoba 
wefe7  and  the  goods  of  the  blind  are 
beiflfe  rapidly  taken  by  the  general 
publX 


B.C.  BLIND  PROTEST 


Declare  "Sweat-shop"  Meth- 
ods Prevail  in  Vancouver 
Broom  Factory 

VANCOUVER,  Oct.  10.  —  (C.  P.)  — . 
Blind  vk-orkers  in  a  .broom  factory 
operated  by  Canadiai^  National  In- 
stitute for  the  Blind  (western  divis- 
ion) yesterday ,  protested  against 
conditions  they  labelled  "little  bet- 
ter than  those  In  a  sweat-shop."  A 
petition  addressed  to  the  Britsh  Col- 
umbia Government  alleged  absorption 
of  public  subscriptions  in  overhead 
while  "the  blind  are  comi>elled  to  work 
ex,cessively  haq§  to  eke  out  a  bare  ex- 
istence," ' 

Open  public  Investigation  of  opera- 
tions Qf  the  Institute  (western  divis- 
ion), Including  the  work  at  the  broom 
factory,  is  requested  In  the  petition 
which  carried  the  slsiatures  of  blind 
employes  In  the  farctory.  Among  a 
long  series  of  complaints  m  the  petition 
are  the  following:  ' 

1.  Wages  have  been  reduced  a^d 
working  hours  cut  down. 

2.  Superintendent  Robinson,  receiv- 
ing a  pension  of  $165  per  month,  also 
receives  a  salary  of  $250  per  month.      , 

3.  One  department  maintaining  three  j 
men  and  one  woman  who  earn  $45  per 
month  has  a  sighted  official  drawing  ' 
$125  per  month,  and  other  administra- 
tive expenses  charged  against  It. 

4.  Government  grants  of  $25,000  year- 
ly and  publicly-raised  subscriptions  of 
^08,008  Intended  for  amelioration  of 
the  blind  are  absorbed  in  overhead 
while  the  blind  are  compelled  to  work 
excessively  hard  to  eke  out  a  bare 
existence. 

Petitioners  express  the  belief  that 
the  death  of  WlHlara  Todd,  the  blind 
broom  factory  worker  who  dropped 
dead  on  September  25,  was  attri- 
butable to  the  fact  that  he  had  to 
work  so  hard  to  make  a  living  for 
himself,  his  blind  wife  and  children. 

The  western  division  of  the  Insti- 
tute comprises  Alberta  and  British 
Columbia  and  is  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Superintendent  M.  C.  Robin- 
son. 
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MENCY  OF  BLIND  IS 

EMPHAsiirrim 

Placement  Officer  Urges  That 
"^ound  Place 
,in  Industrial  Life 


Ilndness   In   Itself   is   not     a 
to   high   efficiency;      that     .nany 


b^nd  persons  In  Canada  are  now 
carrying  on  successfully  in  high  speed 
factories  of  many  kinds;  that  In  many 
cases  the.se  b'lnd  operatives  not  -^nly 
keep  up  with  their  see'-ne  fellow  em- 
ployees, but  tha*-  In  some  cases,  owln? 
to  their  complete  devotion  to  their 
tasks,  are  sett'ne  the  starjjard.  and 
that  every  encouragement  and  aeslst-' 
ance  should  be  given  to  courageous, 
competent  blind  persons  to  find  places 
:n  the  industrial  life  of  the  country 
'was  the  theme  of  an  address  given 
Wednesday  night  at  a  meeting  of  the 
directors  of  the  National  institute  for 
the  Blind,  In  the  Instl'.ute  .building 
on  Portage  avenue,  by 
Clunk,  national  placement  o| 
Canada,  who  Is  In  the  city 
days. 

Speaker  Totally  Blind 
Mr.  Clunk  hlmse'f  Is  totally  blind. 
He  became  blind  eleven  years  ago. 
studied  law,  entered  on  the  practljce 
of  his  profession,  and  was  successful. 
He  to.>k  the  view,  however,  that  he 
could  lender  a  greater  service  in  work 
for  the  blind,  and  In  the  past  two  and 
one  half  years  has  been  instrumenta' 
In -placing  155  blind  -lersons  In  Inn 
dustrlal  and  other  employment.  OP 
these  placements  120  were  perfectly 
successful,  and  all  of  these  blind  are 
at  the  present  time  earnln?;  their  own 
maintenance,  and,  in  many  cases,  that 
of  their  families. 

Mr.  Clunk  Is  now  known  as  the 
national  supervisor  of  Industrial  em- 
ployment of  the  (^nadlan  National 
Institute.  In  this  xpaclty  he  travels 
across  Canada  from  coast  to  coast  un- 
attended, proving  nersonally  to  em- 
ployers by  demonstration  at  machines 
what  an  Intelligent  blind  man  can  do. 
and  securing  employment  for  those 
under  the  care  of  the  Institute. 
Congenial  Work  Necessary 
"It  Is  not  fair."  said  Mr.  Clunk.  In 
an  interview,  "to  ask  a  young  com- 
petent blind  man  to  take  a  penslonj 
even  a  good  pension,  and  to  sit  in 
darkness  and  Idleness  all  bis  life: 
neither  Is  It  fair  to  put  him  at  some 
Industrial  employment  to  which  be  is 
not  suited  and  which  Is  not  congenial 
to  him.  Our  duty  to  the  blind  person 
Is  to  find.  If  possible,  suitable  em- 
ployment and  to  enable  him  to  live  a 
normal,    useful,    happy    life."  j 

"My  objective  at  the  pres«»t  time."* 
continued  Mr.  Clunk.  "Is  a  humble 
one.  It  is  to  place  in  industrial  em- 
ployment In  Canada  enouch  b'l:id  per- 
sons to  cam  for  them-tlvea  and  their 
families  half  a  million  dollars  a  year 
At  the  present  time  blind  peonle  are 
earning  In  this  way  for  themselves 
$120,000  a  year.  We  want  to  increase 
this  sum  to  $500,000  a  year." 
Not  Matter  of  Charity. 
"The  people,  who  have  been  taken 
on  by  the  industrial  plants  of  Canada. 
are  never  employed  as  a  matter  of 
charity.  We  refuse  to  do  any  business 
on  this  basis.  We  have  letters  from 
many  industrial  plants  In  Canada  ex- 
pressing the  highest  appreciation  ol 
the  services  of  these  blind  people 
Blindness  Is  no  bar  to  the  fullest  suc- 
cess of  operatives  In  many  classes  ol 
Industrial  work.  The  facts  prove  It 
"The  fear  that  the  eirmj*ylhent  of 
the  blind  In  industrlaj^^ants  would 
lead  to  8erlous.^,j|iyroents  haa  Been 
proved  to  be  wlthout*^asls.  In  36' 
years  no  accident  has  occurred  due  to 
this  cause."  \ 

Arthur  E.  Rowland,  chat^^man  of  the 
board  of  directors,  preside*!  at  Wed- 
nesday night'k  meeting  at  the  Insti- 
tute. 
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icLelland  Arrives  in 
iiiXg     on     Tour     of 
fWesrern  Provinces 


I  In  an  effort  to  further  action  which 
S.'ill  prevent  the  development  of  blind- 
ness. Mary  C.  McLelland,  national  fieU 
eecretary  of  the  prevention  of  blindness 
depfirtment  of  the  Canadian  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind,  is  making  a 
tour  of  the  four  western  provinces,  and 
yesterday  delivered  the  first  of  a  series 
of  addresses  to  the  students  at  the 
Normal  school,  arrangements  for  this 
kiirvlce  having  been  made  by  the  deputy 
minister  of  education,  and  Dr.  W.  A. 
Mclntyre,   of  the  Normal   school. 

Miss  McLelland  will  visit  the  normal 
.schools  at  Manitou,  Dauphin  and  Bran- 
don in  this  province,  and  later  will  go 
to  Saskatchewan,  Alberta  and  British 
Columbia,  completing  her  work  in  the 
west  before  Christmas.  She  will  also 
address  other  organizations,  and  is  es- 
pecially interested  In  the  establishment 
of  sight  saving  clashes,  such  as  are  be- 
ing carried  on  in  this  city. 

Saying  that  half  of  the  blindness  in 
Canada  is  preventable.  Miss  McLellan.l 
indicated  the  action  which  ought  to  be 
cake^n.  Surveys  must  be  made,  in  dis- 
tricts where  there  is  no  public  nurse, 
to  discover  the  number  of  children 
with  defective  vision,  which  runs  In 
Canada  anywhere  from  8  to  20  per 
cent. 

For  the  benefit  of  school  children 
with  defective  vision,  there  is  needed 
au  edition  of  text  books  in  larger  type. 
Such  text  books  are  available  at  thi 
present  time  from  the  United  States, 
but  they  Can  be  produced  at  very  much 
lower  costs  in  Canada,  if  joint  action  is 
secured.  The  Institute  is  pressing  for 
the  universal  use  of  drops  in  infants 
eyes  at  bjrth  to  prevent  nifection.  It 
also  warns  against  the  use  by  small 
children  of  toys  liable  to  cause  acci- 
dents to  the  eye. 

Additional  lectures  wll  be  given  by 
Miss  McLelland  who  is  an  M.A.,  of  Ox- 
ford, and  otherwise  well  equippea  lu^ 
her  task,  at  the  Normal  school  today, 
and  on  Monday  and  Tuesday. 
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Conference  ^Blind  At 
Hamilton,J)nt.,  Next  ivioi^th 


I  The  jwrri^W  conference  of  the  Can- 
adlanJT^e5»tlon  of  the  Blind  will 
be  h%ljj  Ma  pfamllton,  on  Nov.  6,  6 
and   7.    /     V 

j  DelegjKes  will  be  in  attendance 
from  afl  parts  of  Canada,  fepresent- 
!lng  ten  branches  of  the  Federation, 
^and  four  affiliated  organizations  of 
the    blind    will    Attend.      Tiie    ur<^e'it 


Ineed  of  a  joint  federal  and  pro- 
Ivlnciai  scheme  of  pensions  for  all 
needy  blind  persons  over  the  age  of 
twenty-one       years,  and        other 

problems  of  vital  Interest  to  the 
sightless  will  be  realt  with.  A.  B, 
Howe,  president  of  the  Winnipeg 
branch  of  the  federation,  will  repre- 
sent the  province  of  Manitoba  at 
JlbiB  oonierence.  ,, 
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Lieutenant-Governor     Bruce     Will 

Offi^te  at  Ceremony  on 

the  Mainland 


ew  building  of  the  Western 
division,  Canadian  National  Insti- 
tute for  the  Blind,  is  nov/  completed 
and  is  to  be  officially  opened  on 
Wednesday,  November  19,  at  3  p.m. 
This  building  is  located  at  1101 
Broadway  West,  Vancouver,  and  its 
erection  was  made  possible  through 
the  generous  donations  of  the  public 
of  British  Columbia  in  a  drive  held 
one  year  ago  for  this  purpose. 

The  board  of  management  extends 
a  cordial  invitation  to  all  who  took 
part  in  any  way  in  assisting  to  raise 
the  necessary  funds-  to  be  present 
at  the  opening  of  the  building. 

His  Honor  the  Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor has  kindly  consented  to  officiate 
and  the  management  anticipates 
that  many  friends  of  the  institute 
v/ill  attend.  An  opportunity  will  be 
given  to  inspect  the  building,  includ- 
ing the  broom  factory  and  basketry 
department. 
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Apepoft  >A  the  annual  conference 

lo£  IWipcSaiMlan  Federation  of  th« 
Blind^recenl^  held  at  Hamilton,  was 
glvenlat  the  monthly  business  meeit- 
Ing   of    the   Winnipeg   branch   of   the 

,  federation  In  the  university  building, 
Sherbrook  and  Portage,  last  night. 

The  report  waa  presented  by  A.  B. 
Howe,  pijfesldent  of  the  branch,  who 
was  re-eleated  first  federal  vlce-^wesi- 
dent  at  the  conferertce. 

Mr.  Howe  referred  to  a  resolution 
unanimously  adopted  at  the  conifer- 
enice  urging  the  federal  government 
to  appoint  a  national  advisory  council 
at  the  eaifllesi  possible  date  to  deal 
with     all     outstandliig     questiona     In 

i  relation  to  tlie  welfare  of  the  blind. 
It  was  requested  that  this  coiuiicil 
should  be  composed  of  represenitatlves 
of   tihe   government  together  with  re- 

1  presentatlves  firom  organlzationa  of 
and  lor  the  Wind, 


REPORT  ON  HAWILTON 
CONFERENCE  SUBMITTED 


A.  B.  Howe,  president,  Winnipeg 
branch  of  the  Canadian  federation 
of  the  Blind.  f.Mfeoytt|Pd  his  report  On 
t iMj^aiiHBBWMlWTrer enc^Nif  the  federa-, 
tion  at  Hamilton,  at  the  monthly 
branch  meeting.  Friday.  Mr.  Howe 
was  re-elected  first  vice-president  at 
I  the  conference. 

I  Resolutions  unanimously  passed  at 
the  conference,  Mr.  Howe  reported. 
Included  appointment  of  a  national 
advisory  council  by  the  federal  gov- 
ernment, to  deal  with  all  outstanding 
questions  in  relation  to  the  welfare 
of  the  blind;  establishment  of  a  na- 
tional registration  of  the  blind;  pro- 
vincial enactments  of  regulations  to 
fix  a  living  standard  for  the  blind 
and  to  make  grants  on  a  per  capita 
basis;  the  definition  by  the  federal 
government  of  blindness  according 
to  (a)  educational  requirements,  and 
(b)  general  economic  requirements, 
and  adherence  to  the  pensions  peti- 
tion of  1926,  which  for  a  weekly  al- 
lowance of  $10  to  all  needy  blind 
pfc^^ns  over  21. 


Wivriirtg;  Min,  f^^^r  Press 

m  OF  INSTITUTE 
m  BLIND  OPTIiSTIC 

?essimism  Shj(^ttld  Be  Kept  at 
a  'Di^UtKo,  Declares  Cap- 
/T^^ffi  E.  A.  Baker 


!  Almough  times  are  aepresslng, 
;)6sslmism  should  be  kept  at  a  dls- 
iance,  said  Captain  E.  A,  Baker,  na- 
Monal  ,  secretary,  Canadian  National 
institute  of  the  Blind,  in  addressing 
the  Winnipeg  Klwanis  club  at  a  lun- 
cheon In  the  Fort  Garry  hotel  yester- 
day. 

[     "The   Institute   Is   faced    v/ith    ditft 
iCuUtes,       as    are    innumerable      other 
Industries    and    bxisinesses    throughout 
the   world  .in  this   time  of  depression, 
but  we  are  not  pessimistic.  We  realize 
that    this    U    just    tlie    time    to    exert 
that  extra  effort,"   c-aid   Capt.  Baker. 
Unfortunately,  Capaln  Baker     coulo 
j  not   see   his   audience,    for    he   hlm.^elf 
Is   afflicted   with    blindness,    but      his 
v/ldfc    smile     and    hearty    laugh    were 
I  enough   to   show   that   he    indeed   was 
'  mt    pessimistic.        Optimism    has      a 
place,    and   a   large   one,    in    the   acti- 
vities   of    the    blind     ne    said. 

Captain  Baker  instanced  the  devel- 
opment which  has  taken  place  in 
provision  for  the  blind  in  Canada 
since  the  institute  was  started  12 
years  ago.  The  institute  now  hais 
(branches  throughout  the  Dominion 
land  the  whole  operates  as  a  fairly 
[toerfect  system,  he  said. 
j^rit  Is  now  developed  to  the  point 
wl«qre.2O0  are  employed  in  the  Insti- 
tute's   factories    and    mor^   than    100 
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In  positions  found  by  the  institute. 
Aside  from  this,  many  have  worked 
their  way  into  Independent  posi- 
tions,"   he  scld. 


Win-n  i  P<S.  M  3v.^  Ct/e.  Tril>"^Z. 
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REGISTRATION      I 

jOF  BUrnXMlLL/ 

BE  CONSIDERED 


Me< 


WThe  jfederal  government,  through 
jfs  health  committee,  will  this  month 
consider  the  registration  of  the 
blind  in  the  Dominion,  A.  B.  Howe, 
president,  told  the  monthly  business 
meeting  of  the  Winnipeg  branch  of 
the  Canadian  Federation  of  the 
Blind.  The  meeting  was  held  Wed- 
nesday night  in  the  University 
building  at  Sherbrook  st  and  Por- 
tage ave. 

Registration  of  the  blind  was  one 
of  the  recommendations  made  by 
the  Canadian  Federation  to  the 
health  committee  in  a  resolution 
passed  at  the  recent  Hamilton  con- 
ference. The  federal  government 
W8^  urged  to  define  blindness  and 
to  establish  a  registration  of  the 
blind  as  a  national  service;  to  ap- 
point a  national  advisory  council  to 
co-ordinate  all  the  welfare  work, 
and  to  advise  all  provincial  and 
municipal  administrations  as  to  'the 
best  methods  and  means  to  adopt 
in  welfare  work  for  the  blind. 

Mr.  Howe  announced  that  a  new 
branch  of  the  Federation  had  been 
formed  at  Windsor,  Ont. 


Win-rifpeg,  Ma-n.,Frf^   Press 
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federated  Bjin^  Requests 
To  B^fonsidere^hortly 

of    the    blind    by    tlie 

Ivenimcnt     as     a     national 

been  urged,  It  was  polut- 

A.   B.  Howe,   president.   «* 

■_Y    business    meeting,    la-st 

of  "Tlie    Winnipeg    branch    ol 

"anadlan      Federation      of      the 

BUndr  held  at  University  building, 
cornep  of  Portage  aivenue  and  Sher- 
brook  street. 

Mr.  Howe  announced  that  the 
health  committee  of  the  federal  gov- 
ernment, which  meets  at  Ottawa 
this  month,  would  consider  resolu- 
tlona  passed  by  the  Federated  Blind 
at  the  recent  conference  at  Hamil- 
ton; that  the  healUh  d<?parlm«nt  of 
the  federal  government  should  be 
urged  to  define  blindness  and  estab- 
lish a  registration  of  the  blind  as  a 
national  .service;  and  that  the  federal, 
goveniment  .should  now  appoint  a 
national  advisory  council  to  co-ord- 
Inato  all  the  welfare  w«rk  and  to 
advl.se  the  federal,  provincial  and 
municipal  governments  as  to  means 
and  methods  to  be  adopted  In  rela- 
tion  to   the   welfare   of    the   blind. 

lb  was  announced  by  the  pre.sldent 
that  a  new  branch  of  the  federation 
jhad  been  formed  recently  at  Windsor. 


January    7^    H3I 

ER  INTERESTED 
SIONSf  OR  BLINj 


Winnipeg  Premier  Ben- 
neflt  asked  for  and  received  a  mem- 
orandum from  the  United  Blind 
Pensions  committee  on  various 
aspects  of  thp  project  of  pensions 
(for  the  blind.  Mrs.  Jessie  Mc- 
Lennan, secretary  of  the  com- 
mittee, prepared  the  memorandum. 
The  prime'  minister  is  greatly  in- 
ter-estsd  •'n  the  question.  ■      ^^^^ 
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Free  Talkies 
For  Blind 


I 


Canada's  blind  population  now 
may  attend  the  talkies  free. 

Captain  A.  E.  Baker,  general 
secretary  of  the  Canadian  Na- 
tional Institute  foe  the  Blind,  has 
announced  that  arrangements 
have  been  made  with  the  Famous 
Players  Canadian  Corporation 
whereby  blind  persons,  with 
sighted  escorts,  may  be  admitted 
to  all  theaters  operated  by  the 
corporation   throughout  Canada. 

STATE  HELP 
FOR^  BUND  IN 
CANADA  URGED 

Mrs.  Jessie  Maelennan  Says 

GoO^nments  Should  be 

Responsible 


rtrnment  agencle«  and  not 
voUintary  organizations  must  look 
after  the  major  needs  of  the  blind 
of  Canada,  Mrs.  Jessie  Maelennan 
declared  at  a  meeting  of  the  Can- 
adian Federation  of  the  Blind,  held 
at  the  University  building,  Sher- 
brook Bt,  Wednesday  night.  A.  B. 
Howe,  president  of  tiie  Winnipeg 
branch,  presided. 

Mrs.  Maelennan  contended  that 
registration  of  the  blind  and  the 
work  of  preventing  blindness 
should  be  done  by  government  de- 
partments of  health.  This  work 
and  the  care  of  the  blind  could 
only  partially  be  cared  for  by  rol- 
untSLry  agencies. 

The  meeting  discussed  the  ques- 
tion  as   to   whether  the    sightless 
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should  be  placed  in  industry  to 
compete  with  sighted  workers.  A 
resolution  was  adopted  expressing 
disapproval  of  the  stand  reported 
In  the  Montreal  Standard  aa  com- 
ing from  Dr.  J.  A.  MacDonald,  of 
the  Canadian  National  Institute 
for  the  Blind. 

"Such  statements,"  the  resolution 
read,  "can  only  create  a  false  im- 
pression in  the  minds  of  the  gen- 
eral public  relating  to  the  possibil- 
ities of  blind  persons  competing  in 
sighted  industry.  We  are  of  the 
opinion  that  such  false  and  erratic 
statements  are  made  with  the  view 
of  securing  increased  eovernment 
grants  and  public  support,  and  that 
such  statements  are  greviously 
wrong  and  can  only  tend  to  injure 
the  united  effort  now  being  made 
by  the  Mind  of  Canada  to  obtain 
a  measure  of  state  responsibility 
in  the  form  of  pensions  for  the 
blind." 


M/iv-niFc  i,  N\av.,  FMt  Pr esS 
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Maclennan  Declares 
FoMptary  Agencies  Make 
)nm  Small  Contribution 


Addressing  a  meeting  of  the  Wtn- 
Kipeg  brar.ch  cl  the  Caa".dian  Fed- 
c-vo.i-ni  r.f  n^g  Blind,  held  In  the 
TfBm.  iai»-  -fawUdi :Vg ,  Shcrbrook  street, 
last  night.  Mrs.  Jessie  Maclennan  de- 
clai-Qd  that  the  voluntary  agencies 
for  the  blind  were  only  able  to  make 
3  small  contribution  in  the  attempt 
to  serve  the  peculiar  needs  of  the 
sightless  people,  end  further  stated 
that  registration  of  blind  people  and 
the  prevention  of  oUndiissj  v.ork 
should  be  in  the  hanas  of  the  gov- 
srnment  departments   of   health. 

Mrs.  M.adlennan  also  spokfe  on  the 
qu€.5tion  of  whether  blind  p3r.5ons 
should  be  placed  in  industry  in 
competition  with  the  sighted  work- 
ers. Discu.<;sion  followed  in  which 
issverai  bli'id  persons  took  part, 
'which  resulted  in  the  following  re- 
solution being  unanimously  pa&sed: 
"Resolved  that  the  Winnipeg  branch 
of  the  Federation  of  the  Blind  re- 
,gi?ter  strong  disapproval  of  the  in- 
\  correct  and  misleading  statements 
made  by  a  lilghly-paid  official  of 
the  Institute  for  the  Blind,  namely 
Dr.  J.  A.  MacDonald,  appearing  in 
the  Montreal  Standard,  of  Jan.  3. 
Such  statements  can  only  create  a 
false  impression  in  the  minds  of  the 
general  public  relating  to  the  pos- 
sibilities of  blind  persons  com- 
peting in  siglited  inaustry,  and  we 
are  of  the  opinion  that  such  false 
and  erratic  statements  are  made 
with  the  viev/  of  secui-ing  increased 
government  grants  and  public  sup- 
port, and  that  such  statements  are 
grievlou&ly  wrong  and  can  only  tend 
lo  injure  the  united  effort  now  be- 
ing made  by  the  blind  of  Canada  to 


obtain  a  measure  of  state  responsi- 
bilityi  in  the  form  of  pensions  for 
the   blind." 

A.     B.     Howe,     president     of     the 
branch,  presided  over  the  meeting. 


Wi-n  -ni  P-e  g,  W\a  77.J  £  <^f.  TrihuT,  -e 

PENSIONS  FOR 
LINO  MGED  BY 


m  MEMBER 

Wl  yr.  Kennedy  and  A.  A. 
hW  Think  Care  of  Sight- 
less  Federal  Responsibility 


"There  is  no  doubt  that  a  solu- 
tion to  the  problem  of  the  blind 
lies'  in  a  national  system  of  old  ag;e 
pensions,  with  a  clause  by  which 
blind  persons  also  will  benefit,"  W. 
W.  Kennedy,  M.P.,  South  Centre 
Winnipeg,  declared  at  a  mass  meet- 
ing of  the  blind  Saturday.  The 
gathering,  held  in  the  McNichol 
auditorium  of  the  Canadian  Na- 
tional Institute  for  the  Blind,  was 
attended  by  representatives  of  the 
Instltue,  the  Canadian  Federation 
of  the  Blind  and  the  Lux  in  Tene- 
bris  society. 

Mr.  Kennedy  contended  that  the 
blind  were  deserving  of  pensions 
on  the  same  principle  as  aged  per- 
sons. "Blindness  is  a  sufficient  dis- 
ability and  should  be  recognized 
by   the   Dominion." 

Other  speakers  hoped  for  the 
establishment  of  pensions  for  the 
Wind  this  year.  "If  the  federal  gov- 
ernment can  assume  practically  all 
the  esapepse  of  old  age  pensions," 
said  A.  A.  Heaps,  M.P.,  North  Win- 
nipeg, "I  see  no  earthly  reason  why 
it  cannot  bear  the  cost  of  pensions 
for  the  blind.  The  present  fuJniinis- 
tration  has  promised  that  practic- 
ally the  entire  cost  of  old  age  pen- 
sions will  be  born  by  the  Domin- 
ion." Both  Mr.  Kennedy  and  Mr. 
Heaps  stated  that  they  would  work 
for  the  inclusion  of  blind  aid  In 
|the  old  age  pensions. 
f  A.  B.  Howe,  president  of  the 
Canadian  Federation,  maintained 
that  with  strong  public  support 
blind  pensions  would  be  a  reality 
this  year. 

Mrs.  Jessie  Maclennan,  secretary 
of  the  United  Blind  Pensions  com- 
mittee established  a  year  ago,  re- 
ported little  progress.  The  Burritt 
commission,  sent  to  Ottawa  for  aid 
for  the  blind,  had  not  reported.  No 
response  was  received  from  a 
memorial  sent  to  the  capital. 
Mrs.   Maclennan    praised    the    ef- 


I  forts   of   Mr.   Kennedy   in   working 

[for  the  relief  of  the  blind.  The 
sightless  appreciated  his  work  in 
sending  each  member  of  parliament 
a.  letter  setting.forth  the  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  pension  committee. 

i';*Mrs.  Ethel  Ezart  presicled  at  thp 

<VWi«eting. 


Umi  FORJl 
EMCTEOTHIS  YEAR 

[-Winnipeg's      Sightless      En- 
couraged by  Addresses  by 
ledy  and  Heaps 


bat  pensions  for  blind 
peopfc  of  »€  Dominion  wiU  become 
aJ  re|[llty  this  year,  was  expressed  at 
meeting  of  sightless  by  repre- 
eenfetives  of  the  Canadian  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind,  the  Canadian 
Federation  of  the  Blind  and  the  Lux 
In  Tenebris,  held  in  the  McNichol 
aviditorium  of  the  Institute,  Satur- 
day afternoon.  Mrs.  Ethel  Ezart  pre- 
sided. 

Two  Winnipeg  members  of  parlia- 
ment, W.  W.  Kennedy,  South  Centre 
Winnipeg;  and  A:  A.  Heap.?,  North 
Winnipeg,  told  of  the  steps  that 
would  be  taken  at  the  next  session  to 
effect  a  national  system  of  old  age 
pensions,  In  which  would  be  incor- 
porated a  clatise  for  the  benefit  of 
the  blind. 

The  meeting  marked  the  end  of  a 
year  of  establishment  of  the  United 
(Blind  Pensions  committee,  which  '^as 
Instituted  Feb.  1  last. 

Mrs.  Jessie  Maclennan,  secretary  of 
the  committee,  reported  that  little 
J  progress  towards  their  aim  had  been 
I  made  during  the  year.  The  Burritt 
commission  was  sent  to  Ottawa  to 
seek  aid  for  the  blind,  but  no  report 
was  made.  A  memorial  sent  to 
Ottawa  was  not  heard  of  again,  she 
said.  Thus  poverty,  hardship  and 
misery  were  still  the  lot  of  the  blind, 
and  unless  proper  legislation  was 
effected,  they  would  become  objects 
of  charity. 

She  praised  the  efforts  of  Mr. 
Kennedy  in  sending  to  each  member 
of  parliament  a  letter  setting  forth 
the  resolution  of  the  committee  on 
pensions,  and  for  his  unflagging  In- 
iterest  In  the  affairs  of  the  blind. 

Insertion  of  a  special  section  for 
the  blind  in  the  Old  Age  Pensions 
act,  which  would  provide  pensions 
for  all  blind  persons  in  Canada  was 
advocated  by'  both  Mr.  Kennedy  and 
Mr.  Heaps,  who  said  that  they  would 
do  all  in  their  power  to  bring  about 
[this  legislation.  > 

I  "There  has  been  too  much  of  this 
(game  of  'passing  the  buck,' "  Mr. 
iHeaps  told  the  gathering,  "between 
the  provincial  governments  and  fed- 
eral government.  If  the  federal  gov- 
ernment can  assTtme  practically  alf 
the  expense  of  the  Old  Age  Pensions, 
then  I  see  no  earthly  reason  why  it 
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cannot  bear  the  cost  of  pensions  for 
the  blind.  The  present  administration 
has  promised  that  practically  the 
entire  cost  of  old  age  pensions  will 
be  borne  by  the  Eomlnlon." 

"There's  no  need  to  ask  why  pen- 
sions for  the  blind  are  needed,"  said 
Kennedy,  "bscause  that's  Just  like 
•Sailing  threshed  straw.'  There's  no 
doubt  that  tlie  solution  lies  In  a  na- 
tional system  of  old  age  pensions, 
with  a  clause  by  which  blind  persons 
win  also  benefit.  The  need  exists, 
Irrespective  of  provincial  bounds.  It's 
jB  federal  qucotion. 

■  "It  may  be  asked  why  blind  per- 
Bons  sho\Ud  receive  pensions  under 
the  Old  Age  Pensions  act,"  he  con- 
tinued. "Here's  the  principal  behind 
the  act.  When  a  citizen  reaches  an 
age  where  it  Is  presumed  he  is  unable 
to  campete  with  younger  persons  and 
is  without  means  to  earn  a  living, 
the  state  provides  for  him.  It  cannot 
see  him  starve. 

"Just  as  the  destitute  aged  are 
handicapped  In  this  way,  so  are  the 
blind  .'landicapped  by  loss  of  vision — 
It's  not  a  question  of  age,  because 
blindness  itself  is  sufficient  disa- 
bility, and  .should  be  recognized  by 
the  Dominion." 

A.  B.  Howe,  representing  the  Can- 
adian Federation  of  the  Blind,  em- 
phasized the  need  of  stronger  public 
support  and  harmony  between  the 
existing  blind  organizations  in  the  i 
fight  for  their  aim.  He  felt  that  pen- 
sions v/ould  become  a  reality  this- 
year,  he  said.  I 


fTo  A'fik  On  BlinA-^An  invitation 
has  been  extenOWJ'BJ'lHIP^IIelk-ichoQl 
to  Jens  K.  Grondahl  of  The  Republi- 
can tospeakto  the  students  at  the 
Hig!i  scnool'  auditorium  tomorrow 
morning  at  10:30,  regarding  his  new 
system  for  producing  literature  for 
those  without  sight.  He  will  dwell  on 
the  history  of  the  education  of  the 
blind,  with  particular  reference  to  the 
Braille  and  Moon  systems  of  embossed 
literature,  and  biggest  improvements 
necessary  to  make  reading  matter  for 
the  blind '  i^wapor  and  more  plentiful 
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Heln  for  RlinH — ^  petition  Is  be- 
ii'ig  Ulfculated  for  presentation  to 
the  Government  of  the  province 
and  to  the  Legislatiu-e,  asking  that 
pensions  be  granted  to  blind  per- 
sons over  the  age  of  forty  and  to 
any  disabled  or  unemployed  persons 
so  afflicted.  While  it  is  suggested! 
that  the  burden  should  be  shared' 
between  the  Dominion  and  the 
province,  the  petition  urges  that  in 
any  event  the  provincial  authori- 
ties should  see  that  this  aid  Is 
given. 


f'^  OUR  DEBT  TO  THE  BLIND/ 

AMONGST  the  afflictions  which  temper  the 
general  happiness  of  humanity  on  earth 
none  is  accounted  more  grievous  than  blindness. 
To  dwell  always  in  perpetual  night,  to  g^ope 
one's  way  through  a  strange  world  without 
ever  being  able  to  tear  the  blindfold  from  one's 
eyes,  and  to  know  at  every  turn  the  terror  of 
things  unseen,  haa  ever  seemed  to  man  the 
hardest  fate  which  a  mysterious  Providence 
could  devise. 

If  the  country's  blind  could  be  massed  within 
the  sight  of  their  more  fortunate  fellows,  there 
Is  no  doubt  of  the  sympathy  that  would  be 
theirs.  The  misfortune  is  one  which  has  always 
had  an  irresistible  appeal  to  charitable  instinct, 
wherever  it  meets  it.  The  trouble  is  that  It 
meets  it  so  rarely.  The  man  with  the  tin  cup 
whom  one  passes  on  the  street  is  but  the  fringe 
of  the  problem. 

There  are  8,000  blind  throughout  Canada. 
Distributed  over  so  wide  an  area,  the  problem 
which  they  present  is  not  raised  acutely  in  any 
one  part.  For  this  very  reason  it  is  one  which, 
if  it  is  not  to  be  treated  with  indifference  but 
with  the  sympathy  it  merits,  requires  some  ex- 
ercise of  the  imagination  in  order  to  appreciate 
its  nature.  It  is  necessary  to  realize  that  these 
8,000  sightless  Canadians,  largely  forgotten  in 
the  pressure  of  daily  life,  mean — unless  their  lot 
is  alleviated — 8,000  cases  of  individueil  desola- 
tion. Once  this  Is  grasped,  the  public  conscience 
cannot  rest.  One's  own  comfort  becomes  a  re- 
proach at  the  thought  of  the  plight  of  these  im- 
fortunates. 

These  considerations  should  be  sufficient  to 
ensure  public  support  and  governmental  ac- 
ceptance of  the  program  which  the  Canadian 
Federation  of  the  Blind  is  advocating.  Its  prin- 
cipal requests  are  two  in  number.  Primarily 
recognition  is  asked  of  the  peculiar  handicap 
under  which  the  sightless  individual  labours  at 
best,  with  the  result  that  he  becomes  dependent 
at  an  earlier  age  than  does  the  average  worker. 
To  meet  this  condition  a  pension  of  $10  per 
week  for  all  blind  past  the  age  of  40  is  urged. 
In  addition  the  Federation  points  out  that  in  a 
large  number  of  cases  adult  blindness  Is  an  In- 
dustrial handicap  so  severe  that  it  can  only  be 
met  on  the  basis  of  compensation.  To  cover 
these  cases  a  pension  for  all  blind  over  the  age 
of  21  who  may  be  unemployable  or  Incapable  of 
contributing  to  their  own  support  is  sought. 

Both  requests  are  essentially  reasonable  and 
represent  the  matured  verdict  of  years  of  study 
of  the  problem  of  the  blind  by  those  Interested 
in  the  work  of  the  Canadian  Federation.  Pre- 
cedent for  granting  them  Is  to  be  found  in  the 
action  of  the  British  Government,  which,  after 
two  years  of  Investigation  by  a  governmental 
committee,  reached  the  conclusion  that  some 
scheme  of  allowances  represented  the  only  prac- 
tical method  of  compensating  blind  disability. 
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Bliiid  People  Given 

Theatre  Privileges 

_he  Canadian  National  Institute 
for  the  Blind  has  been  granted  by 
the  FaWfiVis  'Play^fg  Uanadian  Cor- 
poration, Ltd.,  free  admission  to  all 
Famous  Players  theatres  for  any 
registered  blind  person  over  the  age 
of  sixteen,  and  an  escort.  M.  C. 
Robinson,  superintendent  of  the 
Western  division  of  the  institute, 
states  that  these  passes  are  now  ob- 
tainable from  F.  Landsberg,  local 
coBvener  of  the  Institute,  at  the 
Empire  Realty  Co.,  737  Fort  Street, 
telephone  Empire  7441.  This  con- 
cession pertains  to  the  Dominion 
and  Capitol  theatres.  A  letter  with 
detailed  information  is  being  sent 
to  all  eligible  blind  persons  in  Vic- 
toria. 
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PROTECtlON  OF 
INTERESTS  OF 
BLIND  URGED 


Chargss  of  Mismanagement 
Mad^  Against  National 
Institute  ! 


-    V  ~ ! 

dtargol  of  bad  management  and 
non-lntepgent  direction  on  the  part 
of  the  Canadian  National  Institute 
for  the  Blind  were  made  to  the 
government  today  by  representa- 
tives of  the  Manitoba  division  of 
the  Canadian  Federation  of  the 
blind  at  a  meeting  with  Hon.  R.  A. 
Hoey.  Their  claims  were  supported 
by  two  other  deputations,  one  repre- 
-senting  industrial  employes  of  the 
Institute  and  the  other  a  group  of 
unorganized    sightless    workers. 

Six   resolutions    were     presented 
which  in  summary  urged  the  Mani-  ' 
toba  government  to  take  immediate 
steps    to    protect      the    interest    of 
blind  workers.   The  "main  resolution 
from  the  Federation  was  signed  by 
Malcolm   G.    Mclvor,   vice-president  ^ 
of    the    Canadian    Federation,    and 
A.  B.  Howe,  president  of  the  Mani-  ' 
toba  division. 

Work  for  Low  Wages 

The  Burritt  commission  which 
last  summer  conducted  an  inquii-y 
in  connection  with  condition  of  the 
blind  in  Manitoba  and  Saskatche- 
wan has  not  yet  submitted  its  re- 
port, but  it  is  expected  it  will  be 
tabled  in  the  legislature  this  week. 
Mr.  Howe  is  leaving  for  Halifax 
tonight  to  attend  a  conference  of 
agencies  working  on  behalf  of  the 
blind  which  has  been  called  by 
Premier  Harrington,  of  Nova 
Scotia.  The  sessions  will  open 
March  10.  It  is  expected  that  the 
meeting  will  decide  on  appointment 
of  a  central  advisory  board  to  co- 
ordinate  work     of     the     different 

i  agencies. 

The  deputation  representing  in- 
dustrial workers  in  the  institute 
told  Mr.  Hoey  they  were  dissatisfied 
with  the  board  of  management  and 
its     supervision     methods.      Blind 

( workers,  they  said,  were  workin:^ 
for  low  wages.  On  several  occasions 
within  the  last  few  years  stocks 
of  brooms,  reeds  and  baskets,  had 
been  destroyed  to  cover  up  care- 
lessness   and    mismanagement.     At 

'the  present  time  there  was  a  stock 
of  1.800  dozens  brooms,  and  a  large 

'  stock  of  reea  work  valued  at  be- 
tween $2,000  and  $3,000. 


i  Inadequate    Maintenance 

i     A  further  request  was  made  for  i 
I  an    inquiry    in    certain    statements  ! 
I  alleged  to  have  been  made  by  mem-  | 
bers    of  the   board.    Another    com- 
plaint   was    lodged      in    connection 
with  nine  blind  female  workers  in 
jthe  institute,  whom,  it  was  claimed, 
iwere  being  paid  $9  a  week.    Seven 
sighted  girl  workers,  Mr.  Hoey  was 
told,  were  getting  $12,  and  the  gov- 
ernment was  asked  to  bring  them 
to  a  more  favorable  position  as  com- 
pared with   their   sighted   co-work- 
ers. 

The  unoragnized  group,  which 
also  submitted  a  resolution,  com- 
prises blind  workers  not  associated 
with  any  institution  whose  earnings 
do  not  provide  adequate  mainten-" 
ance.  They  asked  that  temporary- 
provision  be  made  for  them  at  this 
session  of  the  legislature. 

The  three  deputations  were  intro-, 
l^uced  by  Mrs.  Jessie  Maclennan.     : 
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In  the  British  legislation  the  age  at  which  the 
allowances  commence  was  fixed  at  50.  This, 
however,  due  to  the  fact,  which  experience  has 
demonstrated,  that  dependence  overtakes  the 
blind  worker  early  in  life,  has  been  found  too 
advanced  an  age,  and  an  agitation  is  being 
waged  now  to  have  it  lowered  to  40. 

At  the  approaching  session  of  the  Federal 
Parliament  Premier  Bennett  has  promised  leg- 
islation to  provide  Dominion-wide  old  age  pen- 
sions. The  pension  measure  for  the  blind  should 
be  passed  at  the  same  time.  Considerations  of 
common  humanity  make  it  unthinkable  that  any 
plan  of  the  nation  to  assure  the  comfort  of  its 
'dtizens  in  their  declining  years  should  fail 
to  show  special  consideration  to  those  to  whose 
iong  night  the  burden  of  age  and  physical  de- 
cline is  being  added.  The  cost  would  be  bo 
trifling,  comparatively,  that  it  cannot  be  ad- 
vanced as  an  objection.  In  Britain  less  than 
65  per  cent  of  the  blind  are  of  pensionable  age. 
Lif  Canada  were  to  fix  the  age  at  40,  the  per- 
fcentage  might  rise  to  70,  or  approximately 
5,600  persons.  On  such  a  basis  the  cost  to  the 
Dominion  would  be  $2,912,000  less,  for  example, 
than  the  $3,600,000  which  the  country  finds  an- 
nually for  expenditures  on  its  shore  navy.  Lead- 
ership in  social  legislation  has  come  to  be  a  re- 
cognized function  of  Government  and  the  Ben- 
nett Administration,  for  its  own  credit  as  well 
as  for  the  comfort  of  Canada's  nationeil  con- 
science, should  not  hesitate  to  adopt  the  pro- 
gram which  the  blind  Federation  is  so  reason- 
ably advocating. 

IV/T?77»>f^,/W^77.,  Bvt.Tribunz 
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WORK  FOR  BLIND 
j/y 5  COMMEIWEtr 

liipi<»ye»    of   C.N.R.    Stage 

JEnterttnnment  in  Tern- 

plar^    Hall 


S>mploy««   of   tiie   Caiia<fi«n,   Ka- 
/tional  railway  entertained  a  large 
leathering:  of  blind  peoT)le  and  their; 
ilriends  at  the  Royal  Templar  hall, 
^Saturday,  under  the  auspices  of  the  i 
;  Canadian  Federation  of  the  Blind.  I 
A,  Wilcox,   assistant  genieral  man- 
ager of  the  railway,  who  was  chair- ' 
man,  praised  the  woa-d  of  the  f  eder- 1 
ation   with    its   chain  of   branches  \ 
from  Halifax  to  Vancouver.      The  I 
I  wxDrk  of  the  officers,  none  of  whom 
received   payment   for   working   to| 
improve     conditions     among     the! 
sightless,  was  highly  commended.     ' 
The    artists   contributing    to    the 
prog^-am  included:    Mrs.  F.  Fanner, 
Mrs.  F.  Johnson,  Mrs.  R.  N.  Man- 
2>?igh,  Mrs.  H.  Davis,  Miss  E.  Ham- 
ilton, F.  F.  Farmer,  H.  Patterson, 
V.   Gallo,   W.   Bracegirdle   and   W. 
s  Beautridge.  The  Canadian  National, 
'  Railway    Employes   orchestra   pro- 
vided  the   dance   music.    Members 
of  the  Too  H  served  refreshments. 


The  Winnipeg  branch  of  the  Can-j 
adian  Federation  of  the  Blind  will' 
hold  a  special  meeting  in  the  Uni-* 
versity  building,  corner  of  Portage 
and  Sherbrook,  at  8  p.m.  Tuesday. 
Conditions    affecting    }he    blind    In 
Manitoba  will  be  discussed.    Deci- 
sion   will    be    made    regarding    a 
memorial    to    be   presented    to   the 
provincial    government   urging   the 
n?ed  for  prompt  action  in  dealing 
with  present  conditions  among  thel 
sightless.  ( I 
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Resolution  Criti- 
cizing^ Administration  of 
Board  of  Institute 


Lack  of  confidence  m  the  board  of 
management  of  the  Ca.nadian  Na-  j 
tlonal  Institute  for  the  Blind,  central  | 
western  division,  was  expressed  In  a 
resolution  unanimously  passed  at  a 
meeting  imder  the  auspices  of  the 
Manitoba  branch  of  the  Canadian 
1  Federation  of  the  Blind,  Tuesday 
[night,  and  the  provincial  government 
was  m-ged  to  take  Immediately  action 
considered  necessary. 

The  following  was  the  resolution 
passed  at  the  meeting,  which  was  held 
at  the  University  building,  corner  of 
Portage  and  Sherbrook: 

"That  this  meeting  records  Its  lack 
of  confidence  in  the  board  of  manage- 
ment of  the  Canadian  National  Insti- 
tute for  the  Blind  (central  western 
division),  as  at  present  constituted, 
and  views  with  alarm  the  present  de- 
ploralble  condition  or  tne  blind  of  this  | 
province,  the  present  state  of  affairs  | 
being  mainly  due  to  maladministra- 
tion and  non-intelligent  direction  by 
those  assuming  the  responsibility  of 
caring  for  the  peculiar  needs  of  the 
blind.  We,  therefore,  urge  the  Manl- 
tol.-i  government  to  take  immediate 
action  to  protect  the  Interests  of  the 
sightless  citizens  of  this  province." 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  federation 
to  present'  this  resolution,  with  other 
suggestions,  made  at  the  meeting,  to 
the  government  when  the  report  of 
the  Burritt  royal  commission  Is 
brought  before  the  legislature. 

In  addition  to  many  blind  persons, 
representatives  of  various  organiza- 
tions, such  as  the  trades  and  laboi 
council,  the  Canadian  Brotherhood  o; 
Railway  Employees,  and  the  Winni- 
peg school  board,  were  present. 


W.A.  OF  BLIND, 
INSTITUTE  holds' 
ANNUAL  MEET^ 

Mrs.  Donald  Mclntyre  Heads 
AiKifiary — Assistance  Given 
{  to  Many  Sightless 


Much  acti  .ity  on  behalf  of  the: 
blind,  "was  reported  at  the  annual! 
meeting  of  the  Women's  auxiliary, 
of  the  Canadian  National  Institute! 
for  the  Blind,  at  the  home  of  the 
honorary  president,  Mrs.  W.  San-i 
ford  Evans,  Friday.  Arthur  E. 
Rowland,  chairman  of  the  board  of 
the  C.N.I.B.,  was  in  the  chair. 

The  meeting  stpod  a  moment  Ini 
silence.  In  tribute  to  Lady  Aikins 
and  her  rare  gifts  of  service  and 
sympathy,  on  the  motion  of  Mrs. 
Evans,  seconded  by  Mrs.  Herbert 
Sellers.  Rev.  Henry  Martin  opened 
the  meeting  with  prayer. 

Wide  Field  of  Activities 
Individual  calls  numbering  738 
were  made  at  the  homes  of  the 
blind.  The  sume  of  $1,46565  was 
spent  In  fuel,  food  and  clothing  for 
the  sightless.  A  large  amount  of 
clothing  was  collected  and  distribu- 
ted. Medical,  dental  •  and  hospital 
care,  costing  $400,  was  given.  Tem- 
porary loans  totalling  $117.50  were 
made.  Seventeen  radio  sets  werej 
given  to  the  blind. 

A  picnic  organized  by  the  enter- 
tainment committee  was  attended 
toy  350  of  the  blind  and  friends. 
The  committee  also  arranged  for 
the  broadcast  of  blind  artists  over 
the  radio,  provided  outings  for  25 
children  returning  from  the  On- 
tario School  for  the  Blind,  and  pro- 
vided a  Christmas  dinner  for  the 
blind  amd  their  families.  j 

Sales   Satisfactory 

Th^  tales  committee  disposed  of 
goods  valued  at  $2,358.35  made  at 
the  institute  and  raised  $1,172.75  for 
the  auxiliary  at  teas. 

All  calls  for  transportation  to 
hospitals,  funerals,  for  outing  and 
other  purposes,  were  answered  by 
the  transportation  committee, 
which  also  provided  two  cars  a 
week  to  bring  blind  persons  to  and 
from  ihe  institute.  The  refresh- 
ment committee  provided  refresh- 
ments for  the  weeWy  meetings  of 
the  blind  and  for^^special  holiday 
parties.  / 

!  Sixteen  blind  women  attending 
the  knitting  committee  classes, 
have  improved  their  work,  making 
the  disposal  of  articles  produced 
under  the  supervision  of  the  com- 
mittee,  easy. 
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New  Executive 

Officers  elected  for  1931  are; 
Patroness,  Lady  Nanton;  honorary 
presidents,  Mrs.  Sanford  Evans, 
Mrs.  Harvey  Smith;  president,  Mrs. 
Donal4  Mclntyre;  1st  vice-pres.,j 
Mi-d.  A.  M.  Long;  2nd  vlce-pres.,' 
Mrs.  W.  ,£!.  Milner;,3rd  vlce-pres., 
Mrs.  H.  M,  Tucker;  4th  vice-prea., 
Mrs.  Max  Steinkopf;  recording 
secretstry,  Mrs.  W.  G.  Qarrett;, 
corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  Her-I 
bert  Sellers;  treasurer,  Miss  Char- 
lotte Rea. 

Advisory  Board — Mrs.  John  Birt, 
Mrs.  W.  M.  Dawson,  Mrs.  J.  H,  A. 
Clark,  Mrs.  Norman  Heimbecker, 
Mrs.  H.  A.  Robson,  Mrs.  Harry. 
Bell,  Mrs.  C.  W.  Douglas,  Mrs.  J.j 
B.  Henderson,  Miss  Hazel  Machett.j 
Mrs.  W.  R.  Fowler,  Mr^.  Martin j 
Murphy,  Mrs.  R.  R.  Wilson,  Mrs. 
Neil  John  MacLean,  Mrs.  R.  H. 
Smith,  Mrs.  R.  W.  Craig,  Mrs.  A. 
E.  Clifton,  Mrs.  R.  B.  Cumming, 
Mrs.  J.  R.  McCreery,  Mrs.  W.  E. 
Reid,  Mrs.  B.  H.  Wilson,  Mrs.  C.  H. 
Brittain. 

Convenors  of  Committees — Social 
visiting  and  prevention  of  blind- 
ness, Mrs.  Alex.  Melville,  Mrs.  T. 
Coulling;  recreation  and  entertain- 
ment, Mrs.  A.  E.  Bowles,  Mrs.  J. 
H.  C.  Laurence;  sales  committee, 
Mrs.  H.  F.  Christie,  Mrs.  L.  F.  Mc- 
Carthy; transportation,  Mrs.  C.  C. 
Ferguson,  Mrs.  A.  B.  Stovel;  re- 
freshment, Mrs.  R.  N.  McKinnon, 
Mrs.  F.  E.  Warriner;  knitting  class, 
Mrs.  Ernest  Flcxman. 
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BILL  TO  GIVE 
JllilMPENSATi 

Measure  t(y Provide  for  In- 
juries to  Blind  Persons 
Give/f  Second  Reading 


rvi^ian  of  Blind  Work- 
eraw^ill  Be  Placed  Under 
Ckn.  National  Institute 


(Canadian  Press  Despatch.) 
Toronto,  Ont.,  March  13.— Without 
closing  the  door  to  the  entry  of  other 
organizations  for  the  blind,  the  legis- 
lature today  gave  second  reading  to 
the  bill  to  provide  compensation  for 
blind  persons  Injured  in  industry, 
which  place.s  supervision  of  blind 
■worlcers  under  the  Canadian  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind.  Hon.  W.  H. 
Price,  attorney-general,  explained  the 
bill  and  stated  that  so  far  as  the 
government  was  aware  no  other  as- 
sociation for  the  blind  was  equipped 
to  carry  on  the  work. 

When  the  bill  comes  before  com- 
mittee. Col.  Price  stated,  the  hoowe 
could  consider  whether  an  amend- 
ment should  be  added  to  give  the 
lieutenant-go vernor-ln-councll    power 


to  designate  other  organizations  on 
the  recommendation  of  the  Work- 
men's  Compensation   board. 

"The  Canadian  National  Institute 
for  the  Blind,"  said  Col.  Price,  "has 
kept  continuously  before  us  for  sev- 
eral years  the  feasibility  of  improv- 
ing the  status  of  blind  workmen. 
We  think  they  have  made  a  prima 
facie  cas»  and  that  It  is  well  worth 
while  for  the  province  to  amend  the 
Workmen's  Compensation  act  In 
order  to  carry  out  this  plan. 

The  object  of  the  bill  Is  to  en- 
courage the  employment  of  blind  in 
Industry  by  overcoming  the  reluct- 
ance of  employers  to  take  a  chance 
on  their  being  Injured  when  com- 
pensation would  have  to  be  paid. 
The  bill  provides  that  where  a  blind 
Workman  Is  Injured  any  claim  up  to 
$50  will  be  satisfied  in  the  usual 
way  under  the  Workmen's  Connpen- 
sation  act.  Any  compensation  in  ex- 
cess of  $50  will  be  paid  by  the  gov-^ 
ernment  on  receipt  of  a  certificate 
from  the  workmen's  compensation 
board. 

The  Canadian  National  Institute 
for  the  Blind  will  have  control  of  the 
placement  of  blind  workers  In  In- 
dustry and  will  exercise  a  general 
supervision  over  them  during  their 
employment.  It  Is  against  this  pro- 
vision that  other  organizations  for 
the  blind  have  pi-otested.  They  claim 
It  gives  too  much  power  to  one  or- 
ganization. 

For  the  past  eight  years.  Col.  Price 
stated,  92  blind  persons  have  been 
employed  In  factories.  During  this 
period  there  were  only  11  accident.? 
and  only  one  claim  In  excess  of  $oO 
Which  amounted  to  $77.46.  There 
had  been  no  permanent  or  serious 
injury.  , 
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STATEMENT         OF         BLIND 

To  lifir  «'ytor, — At  a  meeting  of 
the  ^Btl^  workers  on  Monday, 
the^oth  fnst.,  attended  by  all 
maltr  employees  of  the  industrial 
department  and  called  by  the 
authority  of  the  Blind  Workers' j 
Industrial  council,  our  attention] 
was  directed  to  a  letter,  appear- 
ing in  local  papers  on  Friday  and 
Saturday  last  over  the  signature 
of.  Mr.  T.   N.  Thomson. 

The  views  of  Mr.  Thomson  do 
not  concern  u.s  and  we  are  not 
denying  him  the  liberty  to  dis- 
cuss the  problems  of  the  blind  iU| 
the  column^  oi^'your  paper.  We 
are,  howevei-,  ^structed  by  th^ 
employees  to  repudiate  the  claims 
of  Mr.  Thomson  to  write  on  be- 
half of  the  workers.  He  has  no 
such    authority. 

We  believe  the  time  has  come 
when  responsibility  must  be  at- 
tached to  statements  by  and  on 
behalf  of  blind  persons  in  this 
city  and  province  and,  as  an  In- 
dustrial Council  of  the  Employed 
Blind,  we  desire  to  assure  the  pub- 
lic that  we  are  prepared  to  leave 
the  verdict  on  matters  affecting 
I  blind  welfare  with  the  government 
land  its  dealings   with   the  Burritt 


Royal  Commission  report.  This 
will,  we  hope,  bring  about  the 
solution  of  many  of  our  difficulties. 
The  meeting  referred  to  was 
held  in  the  Instjtute  building, 
Portage   and   Sherbrook. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  workers, 
T.    NEVILLE, 
J.  HOLMES. 
J.     CAMPBELL,. 

Chairman. 
Winnipeg,   March    18. 

,     Wir,-n\Pt  g-,  /V\3T?.,  £vf-  Tribu-n< 
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BODY  REPRESENTING 
JNO  SEEKS  EARLY 
CONFERENCE 


ISask.,  March  24. — ^When  a 
tioArepresentlng  the  Pedera- 
i>f  Iw  Blind,  Saskatchewjin 
received  at  the  legisla- 
Duilding  Monday  a  resolution 
that  the  government  convene 
Irly  conference  to  decide  the  di- 
rection for  future  services  for.  the 
Wind  was  presented. 

/The  delegation  was  informed  by 
members  of  the  government  that  the 
letter  won'  d  be  brought  to  the  at- 
i%ettOB  at   «h«  oftblnet-in-oouncil,^^ 
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ipvernment  Control  of 
Aids  To  aiuwJK  Sought 

ivertimeni  control  of  aid  to  the 
bllbd  Vfci  advocated  by  D.  Baxter 
Lawley,  trsvelling  secretary  of  the 
Caoadiaa  Federation,  of  the  Blind, 
speaking  to  itw  Winnipeg  branch 
of  the  ffd<;)R.Lion  at  its  monthly 
meeting    Wodneaday    evening. 

His  aubject  -wan  the  work  of  the 
federation  in  Ka?tern  Canada.  X 
B.  Howe,  pret«i<}*nt  of  the  Winni- 
peg bj-atioh.    wag  chairman.  | 

"The  blind  in  both  the  eastern' 
and  western  provinces  are  looking 
to  governments  for  the  regulation 
ci  the  present  moneys  and  ser- 
vices granted  th^m  and-  for  the  I 
larger  solution  of  their  probiemc 
by  pensions  and  money  allow- 
ancea,"  Mr.  Lawley  said. 

In  Canada  the  Dominion,  provin- 
cial and  municipal  governments 
grant  annually  an  aggregate  of 
$150,000  to  voluntary  agencies  for 
Wind  reMelf.  These  srants  are 
given  without  regulation  or  direc- 
tions, consequently  they  arouse 
criticism  and  dissatisfaction. 

"I  have  examined  most  of  th» 
contentions  of  the  blind  In  their 
several  centre*  of  work  in  the 
Dominidfl,  and  in  almost  every 
case  have  found  that  their  critic- 
isms centre  on  the  government 
grants. 

"When  a  government  commits  It- 
self to  giving  aid  to  voluntary  ef- 
fort on  behalf  of  a  section  of  the 
conimunlty  It  establishes  a  ne^ 
relationship  bertween  the  taxpayers 


W^' 
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and     those    benefltlnir    ifrooa      ifil?^ 
voluntary  effort.    By  that  relation- 
ship, in  disputes  it  must  become 
the  referee." 


VJiT\r[ipfg,  N\aTi.,  Biff. 
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APPEAL  MADE 
TO  COUNCIL  TO 
iSSIST^JMlM^D 

the  blind  is  computed  in 
terife  oWhumaa  effort,  not  accord- 
ing-Tto  number  of  bricks  laid  in 
a  ibmiding,  r>.  B.  Lawley,  travelling 
secretary  of  the  Canadian  Federa- 
tion of  tbe  Blind,  told  the  city 
council  Monday  niglit,  when  he 
appeared  to  renew  the  applicatio"i 
of  the  Winnipeg  hianch  of  the 
federation   for.  a    srrant    of   $500. 

The  fivic  chnrH'^s  endorscm'^nt 
bureau  had  declared  that  since  the 
federation  had  no  institution,  it 
was  only  an  organization,  and 
therefore  endoi-sement  had  been 
•withheld.  Mr.  Lawley  renewed  the 
application,  not  as  on  behalf  of 
an  Institution,  but  for  an  organi- 
ratron.  Me.i  and  women  are  work- 
ing for  the  relief  of  the  8,000  blirtd 
pensons  in  the  Dominion.  Flesh 
and  blood  are  more  iniportant  than 
bfipks   and    mortar,    he    said. 

Mr.  Lawley  thanked  the  council 
for  strong-  support  to  the  move- 
ment to  have  the  fcrleral  govern- 
ment grant  pensions  to  the  blind. 
It  is  becoming  more  apparent,  he 
said,  that  municipal  bodies  should 
not  be  taxed  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  sightless.  A  Dominion-wide 
mea-«!Uro  would  not  only  spread 
(he  burden,  but  would  co-ordinate 
a  lot  of  the  present  .piecemeal 
financial  help  into  a  system  more 
satisfactory  to  the  taxpayer  and 
tJic   beneficiaries.  .rf-*^'*^"~** 
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'  The  Need  hf^ction  on 
lalf  of  the  Blii 


Editor,  —  Mr.  A.  B. 
Ho^«y  "iAter  in  your  Saturday 
lssueMsh<Aia  obtain  complete  en- 
dors«ien«from  the  general  public. 
His  AmeslAnd  moving  appeal  should 
touf^  choms  of  sympathy  in  every 
breast.  Most  certainly  the  govern- 
ment at  Ottawa  should  assume  Its 
full  measure  of  responsibility  toward 
the  blind.  If,  as  the  writer  says, 
the  state  generously  acknowledges  its 
duty  towards  those  blinded  in  the 
Great  War  it  ought  to  provide  in 
equal  measure  for  all  civilians  simi- 
larly incapacitated. 

Mr.  Howe'a  letter  constitutes  a 
serious  indictment  of  the  federal  gov- 
ernment. The  comparative  helpless- 
ness of  those  who  have  lost  their 
eyesight  surely  calls  for  the  most 
adequate  provision  possible  on  the 
part  of  the  state.  A  country  that 
allows  Its  blind  to  shift  more  or  less 
for  themselves  Is  deserving  of  the 
most  outspoken  censure.  j 

No  more  terrible  calamity  could  be-  \ 


fall  an  Individual  than  to  be  blnd.j 
Our  heart  beholds  with  pity  those 
who  have  been  stricken  down  from 
their  earliest  years.  To  these  the 
great  world  of  nature  must  remain  a 
closed  book. 

Tvirn  from  this  picture  to  the  one 
where  the  individual  has  been  sud- 
denly deprived  of  the  sight  which  up 
tin  then  he  had  carelessly  taken  for 
granted.  To  be  plunged  suddenly 
into  the  gloom  of  night!  To  have 
gone  blithely  upon  his  way  on  one 
day  and  on  the  next  to  be  mercilessly 
shut  out  from  the  great  realm  opened 
up  by  sight! 

The  present  writer  was  recently 
travelling  on  the  street  car  on  Portage 
avenue  during  the  late  afternoon. 
The  car  came  to  one  of  Its  stops.  The 
door  opened  and  a  young  boy  entered 
followed  by  a  man.  We  glanced 
casually  at  the  boy's  face — a  pleasing 
countenance.  The  truth  flashed  upon 
us  suddenly.  The  boy  was  groping 
his  way  Into  the  car.  He  was  blind. 
Many  eyes  turned  to  look  at  him. 
The  man  guided  him  to  a  seat  with 
what  was  probably  his  customary 
solicitude.  But  the  boy's  face  rlvet- 
ted  every  eye.  So  calm,  so  patient, 
so  pathetic.  It  was  as  though  some 
spiritual  force  was  beating  upon  the 
consciousness  of  everyone  present. 
Eyes  watered  as  they  noted  the  pltl- 
aible  plight  of  that  young  child.  So 
early  in  life  .  .  .  and  the  long  years 
ahead. 

H.   W.    STEVENS. 
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Meeting  on  Monday 
^ddressed  by  Major 
\E.  Flexman 


(Special  Despatch  to  the  Free  Press  by 
Staff  Correspondent.) 
Reglna,  Sask.,  April  21. — E.  C.  Les- 
lie, K.C.,  was  elected  'halrman  of  tht 
Reglna  branch  of  the  Canadian 
National  Institute  for  the  blind  at 
its  annual  meeting  Monday  evening 
The  meeting  was  addressed  by  Major 
E.  Flexman.  general  •  anager  of  the 
central  western  division  of  the  i-- 
stltute.  Mrs.  Stewart  Adrian,  presi- 
dent of  the  women's  auxiliary,  pre- 
sented her  report  for  the  year. 

Dr.  P.  C.  Mlddleton,  deputy  mln- 
1  ister  of  public  health,  who  has  be 
I  chairman  of  the  boar-  for  the  p  st 
two  years,  was  in  the  chair.  Out- 
of-town  visitors  were  Major  E.  Flex- 
man, R.  Heath  (blind),  a  member  of 
the  Winnipeg  board  of  management, 
and    Harris    Turner    (blind),    Saska^ 


V^i-nn,  p-eg-^  Man,  Frte   Pr-eSS 

Sale  oiW/rk 

To  Open  May  9 


sale  of  goods  made  by 

jbe  officially  opened  by 

^an^CTkvho  Is  honorary  presl- 
d^iJf ol  the%ftmen's  auxiliary  to  the 
Canadlfci  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind,  Inder  whose  auspices  the  sale 
Is  beinAheld  at  3  o'clock  Saturday, 
May  9,  *t  the  Institute,  Portage  ave- 
nue at  Sherburn  street,  Mrs.  Donald 
Mclntyre  Is  president,  and  Mrs.  H.  P. 
Christie  and  Mrs.  L.  F.  McCarthy 
general  conveners.  Mrs.  W.  E.  Mllner 
and  Mrs.  H.  M  Tucker  will  be  In 
charge  of  the  salesroom  on  the  open- 
ing day,  with  Mrs  R.  K.  Smith  and 
Mrs.  Nell  John  MacLean  convening 
the  afternoon  tea.  They  will  be  as- 
sisted by  the  Victory  club,  with  Mrs. 
P.  H.  Ross,  president,  and  Mrs.  W.  A- 
Coiilson,  social  convener,  and  t^e 
Woodside  Service  club,  with  Mrs. 
W.  Fordham,  president,  and  Mr. 
Prank  Frogley,  social  convener.  Ml 
C.  E,  Rea  will  have  charge  of  the  e 
chequer,  and  will  be  assisted  by  M 
H.  A.  Robson  on  the  opening  d 
with  Mrs.  W.  G.  Garrett  and  Mrs.  _  . 
E.  Warrlner  conveners  of  parceiu/g 
^s.  Ernest  Flexman  will  take  car/of 
5lL:°-r^l$?fUPlaced  during  the  sale^ 
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^lind  Institute  to 
Open  Salesroom 
FoiJIff^k  in  May 


y  xsiuton  will  officiate  at 
1  the#opening  of  t^e  Spring  sale  of 
ScMi-S  made  by  the  blind  of  Mani- 
tona  at  the  Canadian  National  In- 
stitute for  the  Blind,  Portage  ave. 
and  Sherburn  st.,  at  3  o'clock, 
May  9th.  The  sale  is  being  held 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Women's 
Auxiliary  of  which  Mrs.  Donald 
Mclntyre  is  president,  and  Mrs.  H. 
F.  Christie  and  Mrs.  L.  E-_ Mc- 
Carthy, general  convenors.  Mrs. 
W.  E.  Milner  and  Mrs.  H.  M.  Tuc- 
ker will  be  in  charge  of  the  sales 
room  on  the  opening  day,  with  Mrs. 
R.  H.  Smith  and  Mrs.  Neil  John 
MacLean  convening  the  afternoon 
tea,  assisted  by  the  Victory  club, 
Mrs.  P.  H.  Ross,  president,  Mrs. 
W.  A.  Coulson,  social  convener, 
and  the  W^oodside  Service  club, 
Mrs.  A.  W.  Fordham,  president, 
Mrs.  Frank  Frogley,  social  con- 
vener. 

Miss  Charlotte  E.  Rae  will  be  in 
charge  of  the  exchequer  in  the 
opening  day,  assisted  by  Mrs.  H. 
A.  Robson,  with  Mrs.  W.  G,  Gar- 
rett and  Mrs.  F.  E.  Warrlner  con- 
veners of  parcelling.  Mrs.  Ernest 
Flexman  will  take  care  of  all 
orders  placed  during  the  sale. 

The  churches  assisting  will 
be:  Monday,  United  St.  Stephens- 
Broadway — Mrs.  C.  P.  Banning, 
president.     Mrs.     .1.   H.   A.  Clarke, 
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Mrs.   C.   R.   Garland,   convening   of 

Tuesday,  Catholic  Women's 
Augujstine. 

League  —Mrs.  T.  J.  Murray,  Mrs. 
Dan  Coyle.  Sales  conveners,  Mrs. 
L  F.  McCarthy,  Mrs.  Martin  Mur- 
phy. Mrs.  W.  E.  Reid. 

Wednesday,  Council  of  Jewish 
Women — Mr.?.  Rodin,  president;  as- 
sisted by  Mesdames  Max  Steih- 
kopf  and  Max  Heppner. 

Thursday,  Baptist  Women —  Mrs. 
C.  C.  Ferguson  and  Mrs.  A.  B. 
Stovel. 

Friday,  Presbyterian  churches — 
Mrs.  A.  M.  L.  Long  and  Mrs.  Rob- 
ert Welch,  sales  conveners. 

Tea— President,  Mrs.  Robt.  F. 
Rorke;  social  convener,  Mrs. 
David  Cooper. 

Saturday,  Anglican— Mrs.  R.  R. 
Wilson,  Mrs.  W.  R.  Fowler,  Mrs. 
A.  E.  Clifton,  Tea  under  conven- 
ership  of  St.  George's,  Mrs.  J.  W. 
E.   ./^mstrong,  president. 


PENSIONS  FUR 
BUIiWfiGED 
IN  RESOLUTION 

Provincial   Government 
Asked  to  Provide  Scheme 
til  Federal  Action 


A?  7*Alution  calling  upon  the 
protinlutl  government  to  establish 
a.  scheme  of  pensions  for  the  blind 
until  the  federal  government  as- 
sumed such  responsibility  was  car- 
ried, unanimously  at  a  meeting  of 
blind,  Saturday,  in  the  McNichol 
auditorium  of  the  Canaxiian  Na- 
tionttl  Institution  for  the  Blind. 
General  opinion  of  the  meeting  was 
that  the  proposed  federal  old  a«e 
pensions  scheme,  in  which  pensions 
for  the  blind  would  be  incorpor- 
ated, might  be  temporarily  .with- 
held. »:■ 

Speakers,  however,  pointed  out 
that  W.  W.  Kennedy,  a  member  for 
Winnipeg  south  centre,  had  expres- 
sed belief  that  Rt.  Hon.  R.  B.  Ben- 
nett intended  to  inaugurate  a  pen- 
$ion  scheme. 

Cost  of  the  Burritt  commission 
Which  last  year  conducted  an  in- 
vestigation of  conditions  through- 
out Canada,  was  deplored  by  one 
of  those  present.  The  expenditure 
of  $15,000,  he  said,  had  not  better- 
ed conditions  of  the  blind  what- 
ever. 

Mrs.  Ethel  Ezart  presided  and 
exnong  tho.se  present  were,  T. 
Thomson.  M.  Mclvor  and  Mrs.  i 
Jessie  Maclennan,  secretary,  who' 
Wae  warmly  thanked  for  her  work 
for  blind  persons.  The  resolution' 
was  moved  by  W.  Rainey.  I 
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Expressed   Bennett 
one  Back  on  His 
se"  on  Pensions 


Temporary  relief  measures  for  the 
blln<rof  Manitoba  will  be  asked  ol 
the  provincial  goTenrunent,  It  wa£ 
decided  at  a  ma.ss  meeting  of  blind 
persons  held  Saturday  afternoon  in 
the  McNichol  auditorium  of  the 
C.B.I.B.   building. 

The  general  opinion  of  the  meet- 
ing •was  that  their  object,  incorpora- 
tioa  of  pensions  for  the  blind  In 
the  federal  old  age  pension  scheme, 
wa..  no(W  blocked  by  the  attitude 
of  Premier  Bennett,  "Who  ha»  gone 
back  on  his  promise  to  asstune  the 
greater  portion  of  the  cost  of  old 
age   pensions." 

The  gathering  Tinanlmously  was  In 
favor  of  a  resolution  suibmlt/ted  b7 
W.  Balney,  that  "the  Manltot>»  gov.- 
ernment  be  petitioned  to  pass  a 
pro  tem  blind  pensions  act  until 
such  time  as  the  federal  government 
will  assume  the  responsibility." 
Bennett's  Action  Discussed 
Much  discussion  was  centred  on 
Premier  Bennett's  recent  statement 
concerning  old  age  pensions,  and  a 
jKJrtion  of  a  speech  of  W.  W.  Ken- 
necJy,  south  centre,  Winnipeg,  who 
addres-sed  k  m^ass  meeting  of  the 
blind  on  Jan.  24.  was  read.  In  It, 
Mr.  Kennedy  told  ot  Premier  Ben- 
nett's election  promise  to  provide 
a  national  policy  of  old  age  peoi- 
sions.  The  hlghUgihts  of  Mr.  Ken- 
nedy's  address   were   as  follows: 

"A«  many  of  you  will  recall,"  he 
told  the  blind  ai,  that  tlm«,  "during 
the  last  conapalgTi  Premier  Bennett 
did  state  th.a't  In  his  opinion  the 
matter  of  old  a^-s  pensions  was  a 
national  re«<TX>nslblllty  and  should 
be  dealt  with  nationally  as  far  as 
possifble. 

"Premier  Bennett  promised  a  na- 
tional poaicy  of  old  age  pensions, 
the  major  portion  of  the  fund  of 
monies  to  be  provided  federally, 
and  I  believe  the  premier  will  carry 
out  his  promt-?,"  Mr.  Kennedy  had 
said" 

Deplores  Cost  of  Commission 
One  of  the  gathering,  during  the 
general  discussion  period  of  the 
mee'tlng,  .said,  that  he  deplored  the 
expense  of  the  Burritt  commission 
,  which  last  year  had  conducted  an 
investigation  Into  conditions  of  the 
blind  of  Canada.  This,  he  said, 
had  cost  $15,000.  and  had  not  better- 
ed their  conditions  whatever,  and 
the  money  could  well  have  been  ex- 
per^ded    In    doing   so. 

Alrthoug'rt  frie  blind  have,  during 
the  past  year,  seen  no  ray  of  hope 
thiat  points  "-oward  their  object, 
many  of  the  catherlng  were  of  the 
opinion  that  their  troubles  would 
be  at  an  end  soon,  possibly  In  a 
pionth  or  two.  Some  were  confident 
that  the  provinces  would  soon  es- 
tablish some  i-~m  of  aid  because  o^ 


the  recenrt;  statement  of  Premier 
Anderson,  of  Saskatchewan,  who 
told  a  meeting  of  blind  at  Reglna 
that  "if  blind  pensions  cannot  be 
made  a  federal  res^nslbllity,  then 
I.  the  provinces  must  handle  It." 
Presiding  at  the  meeting  were  Mrs 
hel  Ezart,  T.  Thomson,  M.  Mclvoi 
Mrs.  Jessie  Maclennan,  secretary 
A^jearby  vote  of  thanks  was  ex- 
teno^d  to  Mrs.  Maclennan  for  he: 
nolent^l  work  and  untiring  efforti 
In    the\cork    of   the  tollnd. 
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Committee  named 
TO  manage  blind 

SALt:i>^'M0NI?3«^ 


ited  church  of  Winnipeg 
willi*^a\^v  charge  of  the  tea  room 
Mon Ay,  ^ay  11,  at  the  spring  sale 
of  giods  made  by  the  blind  at  the 
Institute.  which  opens  today, 
and  will  continue  until  May  16. 
Mrs.  C.  R.  Garland,  Mrs.  C.  P.  Ban- 
ning and  Mrs.  John  E.  Taylor  are 
conveners  Monday,  and  the  following 
ladles  constitute  their  committee: 
Mesdames  W.  B.  Sword,  J.  H.  A.  Clark, 
David  Mitchell,  R.  A.  Scott,  George 
James  and  William  Grant.  Presiding 
over  the  tea  equipage  will  be  Mrs. 
Edward  Brown.  Mrs.  A.  E.  Kerr.  Mrs. 
P.  T.  Pilkey,  Mrs.  J.  S.  Bonuell,  Mrs. 
G.  A.  Woodslde,  Mrs.  W.  A.  McLean. 
Assisting  in  the  tea  room:  Mesdames 
A  T.  Stenhouse,  A.  Swan,  A.  B.  Rat- 
tray, D.  A.  McCarten.  C.  C.  Wardrope, 
Harry  Ashdown.  William  Audcr,  R.  S 
FergusEcn,  A.  J.  Fancet,  Garnet  Af- 
fleck and  Miss  Louise  Ashdown.  Mrs. 
'F.  H.  Hughes  and  Mrs.  Martin  Wil- 
liams will  take  charge  of  the  ex- 
chequer on  Monday. 

The  following  ladies  will  have 
charge  in  tiie  salesroom:  Conveners, 
Mr.s.  C.  R.  Garland  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  A. 
Clark:  assistants,  Mrs.  Norman  Heim- 
becker,  Mrs.  Nell  John  MacLean,  Mrs. 
Alex.  Melville,  Mrs.  Thomas  Coulling, 
M:-6.  Fred  Shann,  Mrs.  B.  H.  Wilson. 
Mrs.  E.  R.  Potter,  Mrs.  William  Daw- 
son,  Mrs.  J.  H.  C.  Lawrence,  Mrs.  Fred 
Ross,  Mrs.  Frank  Thompson,  Mrs.  R. 
J.   Lough.  I 
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OPEN  SALE  OF  WORK 
ATJJMWIE 


Work 


Chiefly  Prod- 
26  Men  and 
ozen  Women 


ITere  one  -bo  'wish  a  slnvple  home 
furntslied  In  iwlckerwork,  chic  little 
frocks  to  wear  in  it.  gay  garden  py- 
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jamas  in  -whlcli  to  eerve  tea  from 
bewltcWng  verandali  tables  and  ad- 
orat)le  knitted  things  for  the 
"yooiigest"  to  frolic  In  It  would  fc« 
necessary  to  go  no  further  than,  the 
Institute  of  the  Blind,  Portage  end 
Sherburn    street. 

A  display  of  goods,  fashiofced  by 
flriigrers  that  ibave  masterek  the 
sens©  of  slight  as  weH  as  »ouch, 
left  visitors  to  the  annual  OT|e  of 
blind  -workera  handicrafts  Saturday 
afternoon  amazed  "by  Its  excellltee 
and  diversity.  A  ehowroom.  fllle 
with  every  kind,  of  goods  which 
skillful  fingers,  aided  by  machinery, 
can  produce.  Including  weaving, 
faffia  work,  wlckerwork  and  brooms 
gave  only  an  inkUng  of  the  hllnds' 
scope  of  work. 

In  the  spacious  tea  room,  where 
the  Institute  auxiliary,  assisted  by 
the  Woodside  and  Vlotory  Service 
clulb  served  tea  during  the  after- 
noon, were  xa«fcs  hung  with  emtart- 
ly  designed  housedresses  heach  py- 
jamas and  other  garments.  Even 
the  chairs  and  tables  at  which 
hundreds  of  guests  were  served  were 
the    handwork    of    the    Wind. 

Promiptly  at  3  o'clock  Lady  Nan- 
ton  declared  the  sale  open  and 
from  that  moment  friends  and  sup- 
porters of  the  blind  visited  in  great 
numbers,  despite  the  infavorable 
weather. 

The  -srork  shown  was  chiefly  the 
product  of  the  26  men  and  a  dozen 
women  working  directly  in  the  in- 
stitute under  the  direction  of  sight- 
ed instructors.  Knitted  goods  how- 
ever, are  made  chiefly  by  residents 
of  the  city  who  come  once  a  week 
for  Instruction  In  perfecting  their 
art  of  the   needles. 

Mr.  Dlgby  Tomllnson,  blind  pian- 
ist, was  among  the  artists  playing. 
Mr.  Alex.  Melville  has  charge 
of  the  music  and  blind  musicians 
will  take  part  each  day  throughout 
the  sale.  Mrs.  W.  E,  Milner  Is 
accompanist.  *' 

Those  presiding  over  the  tea  tahles 
Included:  Mrs.  D.  D.  Wood,  Mrs.  Thos. 
W.  Taylor,  Mrs.  Lyman  Powell  and 
Mrs.  W.  G.  Kotchapan,  with  the  fol- 
lowing assisting:  Mesdames  Wm. 
Poger,  H.  Reynolds  L.  Weaver,  T. 
Thompson,  D.  W.  A.  Campbell  Prank 
Hogley,  A.  W.  Pordham,  B.  J.  How- 
lett,  W.  Notf.  W.  Darwood,  Geo.  Mc- 
Quitty,  W.  Xiuce.'  L.  Devlin,  W.  A. 
Coulson,  Edw,  Doerr,  P.  H.  Boss, 
Alex.  Melville,  J.  R,  Lee,  Wm.  Mc- 
Cullough.  W.  J.  McKinley,  A.  Shields, 
J.  P.  Thomson,  Robt.  Scott,  James 
Herbert  and  Misses  Mary  Woodside, 
Francis  Smith,  Grace  Hewar.  Barbara 
Chalmers,  Kitty  Klrkpatrick,  Mabel 
Moir,  Ruth  Larwood,  Helen  Steele, 
Olive  Sharp,  Margaret  Marr,  Kitty 
Waters. 

Green  and  mauve  decorations  were 
used  for  the  sales  and  tea  room,  with 
lilacs  predominating  on  the  walls 
and  pillars,  and  fresh  spring  bloom 
centring  the  the  tea  tables.  Mes- 
dames Donald  Mcnityre,  Le^  Mc- 
Carthy,  CT^E.  Rea,  J.  R.  McCireery 
and  Mrs.  Harry  Bell  were  In  charge 
of  decorations.  Mesdames  H.  M. 
Tucker  and  W.  E.  Milner  were  con- 
veners of  the  sale  and  assisting  were 
Mesdames  C.  C.  Ferguson,  A.  Sha- 
piro, Lawrence  St.  John,  Roy  Milner, 
W.  R.  Fowler,  C.  W.  Douglas,  J.  H. 
A.  Clark,  Alex.  Melville,  A.  E.  Bowles, 
and  Misses  Hazel  Matchett,  Jessie 
Roberts  and  Ruth  Tucker.  Mrs.  R. 
H.  Smith  and  Mrs.  Neil  John  Mac- 
L<:an.  convened  the  tea  room. 


<EVEN  CHURCHES 
TAjeE  CHARGE  OF 

the  women  of  tiie  seven 
Prelbyterian  churches  of  Greater 
Winnipeg  will  have  charge  of  the  tea 
room  at  the  Canadian  National  Insti- 
tute for  the  Blind,  where  a  spring 
sale  of  goods  made  by  the  blind  Is  In 
progress  each  afternoon  this  week,  in- 
cluding Saturday.  Mrs.  Robt.  P. 
Rorke  and  Mrs.  David  Cooper  will  be 
hostes.ses,  with  Mrs.  Fred  W.  Young 
convening  tlie  tea  arrangements.  Pre- 
siding over  the  tea  equipage  will  be 
Mrs.  Norman  MacEachern,  Mrs.  T. 
Owen  Hughes,  Mrs.  E.  H.  Lockhart, 
Mrs.  Wm.  McKay,  Mrs.  H.  H.  Dun-j 
woody  and  Miss  Margaret  Johnstone. 
Assisting  in  the  tea  room,  Mesdames! 
R.  W.  McGee,  F.  Vila,  G.  J.  McLean. 
J.  Klrkpatrick,  F.  Miller,  lEI.  William- 
son, R.  Lalng,  John  Gunn,  W.  Evans, 
W.  J.  Sutherland,  J.  Cummlngs,  W. 
Jack,  Douglas  McKay,  Fred  Law,  W. 
Wallace,  A.  Dunn,  J.  T.  Wood,  R.  W. 
Northmore,  W.  Clark,  H.  Evett,  G. 
Porgie,  A.  B.  Fulmors  and  J.  Rogers, 
and  the  Misses  H.  Waugh  and  E. 
Usher.  Mrs.  A.  M.  L.  I^/.g  and  Mrs. 
■Robert  Welch  are  conveners  of  the 
sales  room,  and  will  be  assisted  by 
the  following  members  of  the 
Women's  auxiliary:  Mesdames  H.  A. 
Robson,  G.  A.  Warrington.  Herbert 
Sellers,  A.  M.  Tucker,  A.  E.  Bowles, 
Norman  Heimbecker,  M.  Lancaster, 
Howard  Dison,  F.  Y.  Newton,  E.  B. 
Smith,  W.  W.  Hull,  H.  J.  Crabtree, 
D.  C.  Coutts,  Sanford  Evans,  J.  B. 
Henderson.  W.  G.  Garrett,  Jerry 
Steiner,  Miss  C.  E.  Rea. 

Mr.  Sherman  Ghan,  blind  musician, 
will  play  the  accordion  piano,  and  an 
ladded  feature  will  be  tea  cup  reading 
and  a  table  of  home  cooking. 
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BLIND    PHONE   MAN  FOR  R.  A.  F. 

William  McGarry,  the  only  blind 
telephone  operator  in  the  British 
Roj'al  Air  Force,  ha.«,  been  stationed 
at  the  R.  A.  F.  aerodx-ome  at  West 
Drayton.  England.  He  already  is  so 
familiar  with  the  positions  of  the 
switchboard  that  he  is  said  to  never 
?et  a  wroni  number.  McGarry  sened 
with  the  air  forces  at  telephone  oper- 
ator during  the  World  War,  and  when, 
six  months  ago,  he  became  blind,  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind 
helped  him  to  get  back  to  his  job. 


May     c^'jr,    M3I 


e  and  Benefits  to  the 

Editor  of  The  Tribune, 
ince  my  return  to  the  city, 
myf  attention  has  been  drawn  to 
the  report  of  a  meeting  held  in 
the  Institute  for  the  Blind  on  May 
the  2nd,  which  appeared  in  the 
columns    of   your    journal. 

Statements  made  at  this  meeting 
relating  to  the  cost  of  the  Burritt 
Royal  Commission  were  made 
without  authority  and  were  mis- 
leading, and  I  may  say  that  the 
Canadian  Federation  of  the  Blind 
is  in  no  way  associated  witn  such 
erroneous    statements. 

■While  it  may  be  true  that 
nothing  further  has  been  done 
since  the  Royal  Commission  of 
August  last  to  relieve  the  poverty 
;and  hardship  among  the  blind 
people  of  Manitoba  and  Saskatche- 
wan, 85  percent  of  whom  are  not 
touched  by  anv  form  of  service 
or  caih  benefits,  these  two  pro- 
vinces mentioned  have  each  auth- 
orized the  setting  up  of  provincial 
advisory  councils  of  expfrt  opin- 
ion to  deal  with  the  problems  of 
the  blind  and  to  consider  all  the 
evidence  submitted  at  the  investi- 
gation with  the  view  of  drafting 
a  program  of  extended  service  and 
benefits  to  blind  persons  at  a 
minimum    cost. 

The  Manitoba  and  Saskatchewan 
governments  have  heard  the  voice 
of  the    blind    and    are    to    be   con-, 
gratulated    for    the    keen    interest  | 
shown  in  their_desire  to  solve  the 
vexed    social    and    human   problem 
of  caring  for  our  sightless  citizens. 
ARTHUR    B.    Hb-WE, 
Canadian    Federation    of   the 
;     ,  Blind  Inc. 

■^innipeg,    May   25.      \      ^      -    ^  fjj 

Wi-nt\i p^ff.l^av:  Fret  /'r^ss 


New  Council 


ad  to. 


Meet  Tonight 


ugural  meeting  of  the  re- 
ormed  provincial  advisory 
on  blind  welfare,  creation 
of  'which  was  authorized  by  the 
legislature  at  the  last  session,  will 
be    held    this   evening,    at    8    o'clock. 


In   the   legislative   buUdlng.     W.   D. 
Bayley  is  secretary  of  the  council. 

The  council  is  to  receive  leports 
dealing  wiDh  problems  of  the  blind 
peoj)le  In  Manitoba  and  consider 
them  with  a  view  to  advising  the 
government  on  the  extension  of  ser- 
krice  to  the  blind  and  also  recom- 
mending expenditure  and  legislation 
heeded   in  their  interest. 


/^  V 
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iBKTflltoHold 

'         Annual  Picnic 


The  annual  picnic  for  the  blind 
aslld  their  familiea,  of  Greater  Win- 
nipeg, will  be  held  at  the  City  Park 
on  Saturday.  There  -will  be  a  band 
in  attendiance  and  supper  -will  be 
served  at  5  o'clock.  This  event  is 
sponsored  by  the  women's  auxiliary 
to  the  Canadian  National  Institute 
for  the  Blind,  with  Mrs.  Donald  Mc- 
Intyre,  president,  and  Mrs.  A.  E. 
Bowles  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  C.  Lawrence, 
giMieral  convenors.  There  will  be 
a  program  of  sports,  which  will  be 
in  charge  of  Major  E.  Floxman, 
general  manager  of  the  C.N.I.B. 


m/jtUCWtlfen  Homeward    ' 
"'^  Bound  for  Long  Holiday 


'ard  bound  for  their  summer 
a^A56  children,  students  of  the 

'a\tfora^  Ont.,  School  for  the 
Blln\  spent  yesterday  In  Winnipeg, 
guest\  of  Mrs.  Donald  F.  Mclntyre. 
presldwit  of  the  Women's  auxiliary 
to  the^^anadlan  National  Institute 
for  the^Und. 

Met  at  the  Union  station  when 
their  train  arrived  In  the  morning, 
by  members  of  the  auxiliary,  they 
were  driven  to  Mrs.  Mclntyre's  home 
where  games  were  played  on  the 
grass  until  luncheon  was  served.  In 
the  afternoon,  they  were  driven 
around  the  city. 

Eighteen  of  the  party  ga  by  Cana- 
dian National  lines  to  ipolnts  be- 
tween here  and  Edmrfiton.  Two 
boys  are  destined  far  the  Peace 
River  country.  Tlte  jlrger  number 
left  Inst  nl.£;ht   in  sJoinler  groups  for 

elr  Manitoba  ajWk  Saskatchewan 
ic«.    The  clii]j}*€n\£e  in  charg* 

of  J,  D.  Ansell.   of  the  school   staff .| 
Who  left  last  night  for  Edmonton. 

Members  and  friends  of  the  auxili-: 
ary  who  assisted  Mr.s.  Mclntyre  ln| 
entertaining  tliroughout  the  day  in- 
cluded Mrs.  J.  H.  C.  Lawrence,  Mrs. 
A.  E.  Bowles,  Mrs.  Robert  H.  Smith, 
Mrs.  Alex.  Hossaek,  Mrs.  Jas  G.  Dagg, 
Mrs.  Howard  Dixon,  Mrs.  Fi-ed  Shawn.' 
Mrs.  Robert  E.  Lee,  Miss  Mary  Wal- 
ston.  Miss  Mary  Elizabeth  Mclntyre 
and    Miss    Lo-ene    Blrt. 


BLIND  FEDERATIOl 
MEETING  IN  CITY 


Canadian    Body    to     Hold 

Three-Day  Session  Here, 

Starting  Today 


PROGRAMME  ANNOUNCED 


Dr,     Edward     W.   Allen,    of 

Perkins  Institute,   Bos- 
;        ton.  Is  to  Be  Among 
the  Speakers 


Dr.  Edward  W.^  Allen,  director 
of  Perkins  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
Boston,  one  of  the  oldest  and 
largest  institutions  for  the  blind 
on  this  continent,  will  be  among 
the  speakers  to  address  the  Cana- 
dian Federation  of  the  Blind, 
which  officially  opens  a  three-day 
session  this  morning  in  the  concert 
hall  of  the  Montreal  association, 
6980  Sherbrooke  street  west.  Dr. 
Allen  has  been  actively  associat- 
ed with  the  work  for  the  blind 
for  many  years.  He  was  a  teacher 
at  the  Royal  Normal  School  for 
the  Blind,  London,  England,  after- 
wards principal  of  the  Philadelphia 
School  for  the  Blind  and  for  the 
past  twenty  years  has  occupied  his 
present  position.  He  is  reputed  to 
know  more  about  the  work  for  the 
blind  than  any  man  in  the  world. 
I  While  the  official  opening  of  the 
I  Canadian  meeting  is  set  for  this 
j  morning,  the  Federal  Board  met 
last  evening  for  the  appointment 
of  committees  and  the  arrange- 
ment of  details  for  the  work  of 
I  the  conference.  The  official  pro- 
!  gramme  for  the  three-day  confer- 
ence  is  as  follows: 

Thursday,  9  a.m. — Meeting  of 
board;  10.30  a.m. — Official  opening 
of  the  conference  by  the  Mayor  of 
Montreal.  Addresses  by  Mayor 
Beaublen,  Rev.  T.  W.  Jones,  Dr.  E. 
W.  Allen,  Dr.  W.  D.  "Woodhead, 
vice-president  of  the  Montreal  as- 
sociation, and  P.  E.  Layton,  Federal 
president,  Canadian  Federation  of 
the  Blind;  music;  paper  on  "Steno- 
graphy an  Occupation  for  the 
Blind,"  by  Miss  Rebecca  Randall, 
of  London,  England;  1  p.m. — Din- 
ner in  the  school  building;  2  p.m. — 
Inspection  of  Industrial  Home;  2.30 
p.m. — Reports  from  branches;  3 
pm. — Paper  on  "Insurance  as  a 
profession  for  the  Blind."  by  Julius 
Jonas,  of  New  York;  talks  by  Mr. 
Douglas,  chairman  of  Underwriters 
Insurance  Association  of  Canada, 
and  Mr.  Harris;  4  p.m.— Paper  on 
"Real  Estate  and  Mortgage  Loans 
as  a  profession  for  the  Blind"  by 
G.    MacArthur,   of    Toronto;       paper 


on  "How  to  Make  Meetings  of  the 
I'ederation  Branches  I'rofitable  and 
Interesting"  by  J.  T.  Heggie,  M.A., 
principal  of  the  School  of  the  Mont-' 
real  Association  for  the  Blind;  4.45 
p.m. — Reports  from  branches;  5.00 
p.m. — Adjournment;  6  p.m. — Supper 
and  7  p.m. — Drive  to  Dominion 
Park. 

P'riday,  9.15  a.m.,  Federal  board 
meeting;  10.30  a.m.,  "How  to  obtain 
a  larger  distribution  of  literature,] 
including    our    official    journal,"    by 

D.  B.  Lawley;  discussion  on  pen- 
sions for  the  blind  and  the  advisa- 
bility of  going  to  Ottawa  to  inter- 
view the  Government;  discussion  on 
name  for  the  federation  journal; 
compulsory  education  and  registra- 
tion of  the  blind;  2.30  p.m.,  Read- 
ing by  Mrs.  Layton  of  extracts  from 
a  paper  on  "Dogs  as  guides  for 
the  blind"  given  at  the  New  York 
World  Conference;  discussion  on 
white  sticks  as  a  distinguishing 
feature  for  blind  persons  when  trav- 
elling alone;  resolutions;  8.00  p.m., 
annual  meeting  of  the  C.F.B.  i 

Saturday,  9.30  a.m.,  paper  on- 
"Work   for   blind   women,"   by   Mrs. 

E.  Scott  of  Vancouver;  discussion 
on  free  medical  service,  free  tele- 
phone and  free  legal  advice  for  the 
blind;  adviaa'ollity  of  provincial  ad- 
visory boards  for  the  welfare  of  the 
blind;  miscellaneous;  2.45  p.m., 
annual  automobile  drive  of  the 
Montreal  association  (50-miIe  drive 
and  return  to  grounds  of  the  insti- 
tution); sports;  supper  In  the  as- 
sociation hall,  followed  by  enter- 
tainment by  blind  artists. 


STATE  ASSISTANCE  I 
IS  URGED  FOR  BLIND 


Canadian  Federation  Hears 

cf    Efforts   to    Secure 

Weekly  Allowances 


ANNUAL  MEETING  OPENS 


Several  Addresses  Delivered 
and  Reports  are  Submit- 
ted to  Conference  on 
First  Day 


"No  one  charitable  organization 
oKall  the  combined  institutions  for 
the  blind  could  meet  the  needs  of 
the  sightless  community.  This  help 
must  come  from  the  state  alone. 
We  have  been  told  that  now  is  not 
the  time  to  ask  governments  for 
pensions.  Why  not?" 

Thus  spoke  P.  E.  Layton,  presi- 


Wmemmi^ 
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ing  of  piano  playing:  and  piano  tun- 
ing. The  -cane-seating  of  cliairs  by 
the  blind  has  largely  been  i-eplaced 
by  machine-made  seats.  The  preva- 
lent economic  depression  affects  in 
a  greater  manner  those  having  only 
a  few  occupations  open  to  them, 
and  the  blind  particularly  ,  are 
among  this   class." 

Mr.  Layton  quoted  from  the  re- 
port of  the  recent  world  conference 
on  the  work  for  the  blind  to  show 
that  in  all  progressive  countries,  , 
in  Europe  and  America,  public  op- 
inion is  strongly  In  favor  of  stat« 
assistance  to  the  blind. 

At  the  opening  of  the  conference 
yesterday  brief  S'peeches  were  de- 
livered by  Aid.  AV.  H.  Biggar,  re- 
presenting Mayor  Houde,  Dr.  E. 
Allan,  of  Boston,  Norman  Holland, 
chairman  of  the  Industrial  Com- 
mission on  Unemployment,  Edgai* 
Berliner,  Rev.  T.  W.  Jones,  Mayor 
J.  Beaubien,  of  Outremont,  and  Dr. 
W.  D.  Whitehead,  of  Mcaill  Uni- 
versity. 

One  of  the  features  of  the  con- 
ference was  the  presence  of  Miss 
Rebecca  Randall,  of  London,  Eng- 
land, who  took  verbatim  notes  of 
the  whole  proceedings  on  a  Braille 
shorthand  machine. 

"It  is  quite  simple,"  declared 
Miss  Randall.  "This  machine  is  a 
concentrated  form  of  the  Braille 
system  which  operates  on  a  six 
dot  plan.  The  impressions  are  re- 
gistered on  a  roll  which  are  later 
deciphered  by  touch  and  tran- 
scribed on  to  the  typewriter." 
IMPORTANT   FEATURES. 

One  of  the  important  matters  on 
the  agenda  of  the  conference  is 
"selling  of  life  insurance"  as  a  pro- 
fitable occupation  for  qualified  blind 
men.  An  address  was  delivered  on 
this  subject  by  Mi-.  Douglas,  chair- 
man of  the  Underwriters  Associa- 
tion of  Montreal.  He  dealt  with  the 
composition  of  the  Underwriters 
Association,  stating  that  the  object 
was  to  raise  the  standard  of  selling 
insurance,  to  educate  their  men  to 
give  better  service  to  the  public — • 
life  insurance  being  fundamentally 
a  service  institution. 

Mr.  Douglas  declared  that  the 
New  Yoi-k  Life  Insurance  Company 
ha*d  done  much  to  encourage  sight- 
less agents.  They  have  prepared 
rate  books  in  Braille  and  other  ma- 
terial, conducted  special  courses  and 
thanks  are  due  to  the  fine  work 
done  on  behalf  of  the  blind  by  this 
company,  he  said.  He  stated  that, 
he  saw  no  reason  why  capable  blind 
men  and  women  should  not  succeed 
in  life  insurance  underwriting. 
Statistics  show  that  ten  per  cent, 
of  the  agents  have  made  the  $200,- 
000  and  $400,000  clubs  last  year  and 
added  that  "the  percentage  of  suc- 
cess among  the  sightless  is  higher 
than  among  those  with  their  eye- 
sight." 

Mr.  Harris,  of  the  Sun  Life  As- 
surance Company,  also  addressed 
the  members  of  the  conference  and 
gave  a  very  interesting  talk  on 
training  of  life  insurance  agents. 
He  extended  a  very  warm  invita- 
tion to  delegates  present  to  join  the 
educational  classes  that  would  be 
started  in  September  in  various 
parts  of  the  Dominion. 

Another  interesting  speaker  of  the 
afternoon  was  George  K.  McArthur, 
of  Toronto,  who  for  many  years  has 
been  a  successful  dealer  in  real 
estate  and  mortgage  loans,  etc.  His 
paper  dealt  with  that  subject. 

Reports  from  the  Ottawa  ajid 
Hamilton    branches    of   the   federa- 


tion were  submitted. 

At  7  o'clock  last  evening,  through 
the  courtesy  of  the  Montreal  Tram- 
ways Company,  the  blind  people 
attending  the  conference,  number- 
ing about  130,  were  conveyed  to 
Dominion  Park,  where  many  of  the 
sports  and  attractions  were  fully 
enjoyed  by  the  sightless  people. 
They  returned  home  to  the  institu- 
tion about  11  o'clock  after  having 
spent  a  very  enjoyable  evening. 

dent  and  founder  of  the  Canadian 
I  Federation  of  the  blind,  addressing 
!the  delegates  to  the  fourth  annual 
conference  which  opened  at  the 
Montreal  Association  for  the  Blind, 
6980  Sherbrooke  street  west,  yes- 
,  terday  morning. 

Mr.  Layton  welcomed  the  dele- 
gates who  represented  all  sections 
of  Canada,  from  Halifax  to  Van- 
couver. He  briefly  referred  to  the 
aims  of  the  federation,  whicli  is  "to 
unite  the  blind  in  a  brotherhood 
end  to  advance  in  every  lawful  way 
the  social  and  econopiic  welfare  of 
the  blind.  A.lthough  this  organiza- 
tion is  only  five  years  old,"  declar- 
:*d  the  president,  it  has  branches  in 
Halifax,  Saint  John,  N.B.,  Mont- 
real, Ottawa,  Toronto.  Hamilton, 
London,  Windsor,  Winnipeg,  Re- 
gina,,   Edmonton    and   Vancouver. 

After  reviewing  the  efforts  of  the 
federation   to     promote     social   and 
educational  welfare  of  the  blind  and 
having  mentioned   the  fact  that  no  , 
opportunity    is    lost    to    look    after 
special  cases  such  as  the  closing  of  I 
the    workshop      for      the      blind    in  j 
Halifax  last  winter,  when  upon  re-  I 
presentations     an     allowance     was  ' 
paid   to   the   blind   during   the   lay- 
off,  Mr.   Layton   touched   upon   one 
of   the  important      matters      before 
the   conference   this     year     in     the  ' 
following  terms: 

"At  the  present  time  the  federa- 
tion is  concentrating  on  its  efforts 
to  obtain  state  aid  for  the  blind  in  i 
the  •  form  of  weekly  allowances 
whereby  those  deprived  of  sight 
may  at  least  obtain  the  common 
necessities  of  life.  There  are  ap- 
proximately 8,000  blind  persons  in 
Canada.  If  all  these  sightless 
people  could  pass  in  a  procession 
along  one  of  our  main  thorough- 
fares, then  the  conscience  of  the 
public  would  at  once  be  aroused 
and  justice  done  by  relieving  the 
intolerable  bitter  need  of  the  sight- 
less, but  as  the  blind  are  mostly 
;shut-ins  the  horror  of  the  situation 
|ls  not  apparent  to  the  general  pub- 
ilic.  It  was  forcibly  brought  home 
to  the  British  people  in  1920  when 
250  blind  men  marched  from  the 
north  of  England  to  London  and 
presented  a  petition  for  state  aid 
to  the  government  leaders,  Hon. 
David  Lloyd  George  and  Hon. 
Bonar  Law.  This  unique  appeal  re- 
sulted in  an  act  of  Parliament  be- 
ing passed  giving  pensions  to  the 
blind  in  Great  Britain  at  the  age 
of  fifty  and  other  financial  help  to 
the  institutions  and  organizations 
carrying  on  the  work  for  the  blind-" 

MONTREAL    CONDITIONS. 

It  was  pointed  out  that  the  blind 
could  not  very  well  go  out  unas- 
sisted, not  even  on  the  streets  of 
Montreal.  Mr.  Layton  described  the 
.situation  in  the  following  words: 
"Great  difficulty  is  now  experi- 
enced by  the  blind  when  travelling 
alone;  even  when  walking  on  side 
streets  they  never  know  when  a 
car  is  going  to  rush  in  or  out  of  a 
garage  entrance.  A  short  time  ago 
a  blind  man  was  being  led  to  his 
work  Try  a  boy,   across   Sherbrooke 


riEFeel  opposite  this  buITding,  when 
jthe  poor  fellow  was  struck  and 
I  killed  by  a  motor  car  travelling  at 
!the  rate  of  thirty-five  miles  an 
hour.  One  would  expect  the  driver 
of  a  car  to  be  considerate  when 
passing  an  institution  for  the  blind. 
One  of  our  students,  an  organist, 
lost  his  life  on  Sherbrooke  street, 
about  a  mile  from  our  institution, 
through  a  car  accident.  Another 
man  belonging  to  our  Institution 
was  knocked  down  by  a  motor  car 
and  died  of  his  injuries.  We  are 
constantly  hearing  of  accidents  to 
the  blind  on  the  streets  from  all 
parts  of  the  Dominion.  It  is  only 
right  that  they  should  be  compen- 
sated for  the  many  privileges  they 
have  to   forfeit. 

"Blindness  is  one  of  the  very 
w^orst  handicaps  from  an  economic 
standpoint,  as  it  often  brings  with  i 
it  many  other  physical  and  mental  ' 
troubles,"  the  speaker  continued. 
"Statistics  show  that  over  sixty- 
six  per  cent,   of  the  blind   are  now  I 


almost  valueless. 
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STENOGRAPHY  IS 
SUITED  TO  BLIND 

Many  Good  Positions  Held  by 

Sightless  Women  in 

England 


METHOD  DESCRIBED 


Shorthand  Notes  Taken   on 

Stainsby-Wayne  Braille 

Machine,  Says  Miss 

R.  Randall 


stenography  lias  now  been  prov- 
ed to.be  a  practical  and  profitable 
I  profession  for  the  blind,   Miss  Re- 
I  becca  Randall,  who,  though  sight- 
(less,  has  earned  a  living  by  siteno- 
jgraphy  for  over  10  years,  stated  in 
I  an   address   delivered   to    yesterday 
j  morning's  session  of  the  conference 
I  of  the  Canadian  Federation  of  the 
Blind.     Miss    Randall    received    her 
tgeneral  education  at  the  school  con- 
ducted by   the      Montreal   Associa- 
tion for  the  Blind     and  her  steno- 
[graphic  training  at  the  Royal  Nor- 
mal College,  London,  England. 

Since  the  war,  stenography  has 
been  a  growing  profession  for  the 
blind,  in  England,  Miss  Randall 
stated,  the  Royal  Noi-mal  College 
having  turned  out  a  large 
number  of  stenographers,  many 
of  whom  were  now  hold- 
ing positions  in  Government  of- 
fices, the  leading  business  houses  of, 
London,  and  various  institutions 
and  organizations  for  the  blind,  in- 
cluding   St.    Dunstan's.    As    among 
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sighted  persons,  t)he  majority  of 
these  stenographers  were  women. 

Shorthand,  Miss  Randall  explain- 
ed, was  taken  down  by  the  sightless 
stenoKrapher  on  a  Stainsby-Wayne 
Braille  shorthand  machine,  the 
"splendid  invention"  of  the  late 
Henry  Stainsby.  During  the  latter 
part  of  his  life,  Mr.  Stainsby  im- 
proved and  modernized  the  machine 
and  revised  the  shorthand  system, 
providing-  an  almost  entirely  new 
list  of  contractions  to  improve  its 
elTiciency. 

Tabulation,  a  difficult  matter  for 
a  sightless  typist,  became  quite 
simple  with  the  assistance  of  a 
Braille  scale  which  could  be  fitted 
to  any  standard  machine.  "I  have 
many  times  been  singled  out  at  my 
office  of  employment  to  type  and 
set  out  involved  financial  state- 
ments," Miss  Randall  added.  The 
workers  from  among  whom  she 
was   chosen   all.  had   their   sight. 

Approximately  18  months  to  two 
years  was  the  maximum  length  of 
time  devoted  to  a  course  of  Braille 
shorthand  and  typewriting  in  Eng- 
land, depending  upon  the  individual 
student^  At  the  London  Chamber 
of  Commerce  examinations  last 
year,  three  blind  Royal  Normal 
College  students  were  successful  in 

gaining  speed  certificates  in  Braille 
shorthand  of  120  words  per  minute. 
Discussing  her  own  experience, 
Miss  Randall  said:  "Since  graduat- 
ing from  the  Royal  Norrrial  College 
I  have  been  fortunate  enough  to 
hold  a  stenographic  position  at  the 
Zionist  headquarters  in  London.  It 
may  be  interesting  to  know  how  I 
obtained  this  position.  An  adver- 
tisement for  a  stenographer  ap- 
peared in  one  of  the  papers  and  1 
applied  for  the  vacancy.  I  wa.« 
asked  to  call  at  the  manager's  of- 
fice and  take  a  test  in  Braille 
shorthand  along  with  a  number  of 
fully-sighted  applica,nts  who  took 
their  notes  in  pencil.  At  that  time 
I  'Was  most  inexperienced,  very  I 
young  and  somewhat  nervous,  es- 
pecially as  the  test  was  of  a  diffi- 
,  cult  nature.  However,  my  transcrip- 
;  tion  proved  to  he  most  accurate,  so 
1  after  some  nttle  discussion,  I  was 
I  engaged  at  a  month's  trial." 
',  And  she  "got  the  job."  Since  that 
time  she  has  had  increases  in  salary 
and  promotions  until  she  is  now 
employed  as  private  secretary  to 
one  of  the  officials  of  the  organiza- 
tion. 

There  were.  Miss  Randall  •  con- 
tinued, many  ways  in  which  sight- 
less stenosraiihers  c6uld  make  them- 
selves generally  useful  apart  from 
their  actual  stenographic  work. 
Among  these  she  cited  the  compila- 
tion of  Braille  lists  of  frequently 
used  telephone  numbers  and  ad- 
dresses and  the  use  of  an  appoint- 
ment list  in  Braille.  To  insure  ac- 
curacy, she  advised  taking  tele- 
phone and  other  messages  down  on 
the  shorthand  machine. 
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Captain  E.  A.  Baker 

Captain  Baker  received  his  B.Sc. 
degree  in  electrical  engineering  from 
Queen's  University  (Kingston, 
Ontario)  shortly  before  the  out- 
break of  the  War.  He  enlisted  with 
the  Sixth  Field  Company  of  the 
Canadian  Engineers  and  proceeded 
overseas  as  a  lieutenant.  A  wound 
resulted  in  his  total  blindness  in 
October,  1915,  and  thereafter  he 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  captain 
and  awarded  the  Military  Cross  and 
the  Croix  de  Guerre.  After  training 
at  St.  Dunstan's  in  London  he  re- 
turned to  Canada  and  was  engaged 
for  two  years  with  the  Hydro- 
Electric  Power  Commission  of  On- 
tario, leaving  that  position  in  1918 
to  take  charge  of  all  training  and 
welfare  provisions  for  blinded  Ca- 
nadian  soldiers. 

Captain  Baker  was  a  charter 
member  of  the  Canadian  National 
Institute    for    the    Blind    and    since 

1920  has  been  its  General  Secretary. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Committee 

on  Personnel  and   Program   for  the 

World   Conference. 


Mr.  Sherman  C.  Swift 

Born  in  1879,  Mr.  Swift  lost  his! 
sight  in  his  eleventh  year  and  at- 
tended the  Ontario  and  the  Michi- 
gan Schools  for  the  Blind  and  the 
high  school  in  his  native  town, 
Petrolia,  Ontario.  He  was  gradu- 
ated from  McGill  University  in 
1907  and  a  year  later  received  his 
M.A.  degree  from  the  Ontario  Col- 
lege of  Education.  In  1906  he  was 
elected  to  the  Board  of  Management 
of  the  Canadian  Free  Library  for 
the  Blind  (now  the  Library  and 
Publishing  Department  of  the  Ca- 
nadian National  Institute)  and  four 
years  later  was  ai)pointt'd  Librarian, 
which  position  he  still  holds. 

Mr.  Swift  is  active  in  connection 
with  the  American  Library  Associ- 
ation's Committee  on  Work  with 
the  Blind  and  is  keenly  interested 
in  all  phases  of  work  for  the  blind 
botli  in  America  and  abroad. 
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Brigh  ter  Fu  tu're  Looms 
For  Sightless  Persons 

More  Vocations  Being  Opened  lo  Aid  Afflicted — 
Head  of  Institute  Points  to  Special  Results  of  Training 


"^O  MAN  on  this  continent  has  done  more  for  the  blind  than  Dr.  Edward 
Allen,  former  Director  of  Perkins  Institute  for  the  Blind,  Boston,  who  '• 
IS  in  Montreal  today  attending  the  annual  convention  of  the  Canadian  Fed-  I 
eration  of  the  Blind.    Dr.  Allen  is  staying  at  the  Queen's  Hotel.  i 

As  head  for  many  years  of  an  institution  which  drew  favorable  com-  | 
ment  from  Charles  Dickens,   when  that  great  Victorian  novelist     visited  j 
America,  Dr.  Allen  has  spent  a  lifetime  "putting  eyes  in  fingers,"  lending 
guides  to  footsteps,  and  in  devising  gainful  vocations  for  the  blind  to  work 
among  the  sighted.  (?> . 


the  same  way  with  the  sightless  as 
the  sighted.  We  let  them  get  a  good 
general  course,  and  then  they  chose 
a  profession   for  themselves. 

"Do  any  blind  men  ever  do  ex- 
ceptionally well — make  big  salaries?" 

"I  cannot  quote  figures  of  course, 
but  I  would  say  that  your  own  Mr. 
Lindsay — C.  W.  Lindsay — is  the  most 
eminent  graduate  of  our  institute. 
He  has  done  very  well  indeed.  There 
are  many  in  the  United  States  who 
have  done  quite  well.  One  man  is  a 
rancher,  with  a  sighted  wife  and  14 
sighted  workers  under  him.' 

"Has  the  blind  man  a  better  chance 
than  he  had  years  ago?" 

"Yes,  there  are  more  vocations 
open  to  him.  And  sighted  people  are 
taking  more  interest.  For  of  course, 
this  is  a  world  made  for  those  who 
can  see  by  those  who  can  see.  The 
blind  were  not  consulted.  Now  how- 
ever, people  are  showing  more  sym- 
pathy and  interest. 

"One  of  the  trades  that  has  fallen  i 
off  is  piano  tuning.  Since  the  radio 
came  in,  we  have  not  had  as  many  I 
who  wanted  to  go  in  for  piano  tun-  ; 
ing.  We  have  five  now  where  form-  | 
erly  we  had  20  in  the  class.  Naturally  ( 
there  is  not  the  money  in  it  that  I 
there  was."  1 

HOPEFUL  FEATURES 

"What  do  you  regard  as  one  of 
the  hopeful  features  for  the  blind?" 

"I  would  say — the  fact  that  so 
many  younger  ones  can  now  get 
their  sight  back.  Science  cbji  do 
things  now  with  the  blind  that  no 
one  dreamed  of  doing  a  few  years 
ago. 

"The  blind  are  eager  in  blind  pre- 
vention?" 

"Very  much  so.  If  you  ask  a  blind 
man  what  he  wants  most,  he  will  tell 
you  he  wants  his  sight.  He  likes  to 
think  others  may  be  able  to  get  their 
sight  back.  We  are  successful  in 
many  cases  except  where  from  some 
congenital  disease,  the  child  is  either 
born  blind  or  will  inevitably  become 
so.    Such  cases  cannot  be  cured. 

"We  used  to  have  a  form  of  blind- 
ness which  we  called  simply  'baby 
sore  eyes.'  It  was  caused  by  care- 
less or  dirty  mothers  letting  infec- 
tion get  into  their  children's  eyes. 
We  do  not  have  any  of  that  any 
more.     The     careless     and     ignorant 


mother    of      that      type      has      dis- 
appeared." 

Dr.  Allen  was  asked  about  a  blind 
man's  ability  to  work,  and  he  said 
that  a  blind  man  had  control  of 
everything  within  the  span  of  his  ex- 
tended arms — after  that,  he  could  not 
control  things  oo  well. 

In  the  Perkins  Institute,  the  blind  ! 
have  their  own  rooms,  which  they 
keep  clean,  and  look  after.  Blind 
can  scrub  and  make  beds  and  do  do- 
mestic duties  like  anybody  else,  he 
asserted. 

The  blind  also  had  an  advantage  in 
their  wonderful  memories,  he  said. 

"If  you  study  anything,  you  put  it 
down  with  chalk  or  pencil.  You 
have  to  make  notes  of  everything  to 
remember  it.  The  blind  man  cannot 
make  notes.  He  has  to  put  it  here." 
Dr.  Allan  pointed  to  his  head. 

"We  are  not  dependent  like  you. 
Your  whole  education  is  gained  by 
other  aids  than  the  memory.  We 
say  that  you  use  crutches  of  chalk 
and  pencil." 

Dr.  Allan  is  on  his  way  to  England. 

Now,  his  life's  work  to  a  certain 
degree  over,  because  he  has  been 
made  emeritus  director  of  the  Per- 
kins Institute,  he  is  able  to  go  as  he 
pleases  among  the  blind  and  their 
Institutions,  giving  wise  and  kindly 
counsel  drawn  from  a  lifetime  rich 
in  experience. 
CANNOT     HEAR     WELL. 

Although  he  has  sight,  the  cross  he 
bears  is  deafness,  wliich  handicap  he 
masters  by  a  divination  of  what  is  I 
said  and  lip  reading,  plus  also,  a ' 
certain  slight  sense  of  hearing,  since 
he  is  not  entirely  deaf.  Dr.  Perkins, 
far  from  having  the  nasal  voice  of 
'  the  deaf,  has  a  strong,  booming 
voice  like  a  sea  captain,  and  an 
enunciation  that  would  do  credit  to 
ameticulous   English    professor. 

In  the  Perkins  Institute,  he  said, 
children  were  taken  from  all  the 
New  England  states  but  Connecti- 
cut. They  entered  the  institution  ! 
when  almost  kindergarten  age,  and 
I  many  did  not  leave  It  till  matri- 
culation. 

"Do  you  give  them  vocational 
gruidance?"  j 

"No,     not    necessarily.      We    first ; 
select  the  bright  ones  from  the  aver- 
I  age    ones.      And    there    arfe    average 


blind  children  just  as  there  a?e  aver- 
age sighted  children.  The  clever 
ones  we  study.  We  give  them 
manual  training  of  all  kinds — we  try 
them  out  at  music.  And  we  have 
much  more  music  than  the  average 
child's  school  has.  We  watch  their 
hands  to  see  if  they  are  nimble  with 
their  fingers. 

"We  do  not  try  to  give  them  voca- 
tional guidance,  but  to  start  them  on 
the  way.    You  never  can  tell  what  a 

,  Yankee  will  do— where  he  will  end 
up. 

"You  know  I  started  out  for  medi- 
cine.    Look  where  I  ended  up. 
LEARNS  ONE  TRADE 

I  "We  are  in  America,  not  Europe. 
Here,  on  this  continent,  it  is  not 
necessary  for  a  man  to  pick  his  trade 
or  profession   as  soon  as  he  is  born. 

1  In  Europe,  if  a  boy  is  going  to  be- 
come a  basket  maker,  that  is  about 

:  all  he  does  after  he  la  13.  He  learns 
nothing  else — does  nothing  else.  j 

j  "But  here  a  man  can  pick  his  pro- 
fession   after    he    graduates.       It    is 
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Braille  Shorthand 
Meeting   Feature 


/"iNE  of  the  features  of  the 
"  fourth  tri-ennial  conference 
of  the  Canadian  Federation  of  the 
Blind  In  session  in  Montreal  to- 
day Is  the  presence  of  Miss  Re- 
becca Randall,  of  London,  Eng., 
•who  took  verbatim  notes  of  the 
whole  '  proceedings  on  a  Braille 
shorthand  machine. 

"It  is  very  simple,"  Miss  Ran- 
dall said.  "This  is  a  highly  con- 
tracted form  of  the  Braille  system 
which  operates  on  a  six  dot  plan. 
By  depressing  six  keys  the  im- 
pressions are  registered  on  a  roll 
which  I  later  decipher  by  touch 
and  transcribe  on  to  the  type- 
writer." 

While  she,  was  speaking  her 
hands  moved  rapidly  across  the 
keys,  striking  the  correct  spots 
with  remarkable  accuracy. 
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Blind  Must  Co -Operate 
To  Attain  Their  Aims 

Canadian  Federation  Warned  Against  Competition  by 
Aid.  Biggar,  at  Opening  of  Convention  Here  — 
More  Justice  to  Handicapped  Persons  Sought 


/1IVIC,  educational  and  religious  bodies  were  represented  this  morning  at 
^  the  official  opening  of  the  fourth  tri-ennial  conference  of  the  Canadian 
Federation  for  the  Blind.  Sessions  will  be  held  in  the  buildings  of  the 
Montreal  Association  for  the  Blind,  Sherbrooke  street  west,  for  three 
days.  Fifty  delegates  and  an  equal  number  of  guests  from  all  parts  of 
Canada  and  the  United  States  registered  at  the  convention  office  today, 
and  ivill  take  part  in  the  general  discussions  and  board  meetings  that  will 
form  a  part  of  the  gathering.  ® 


In  the  absence  of  Mayor  Houde 
who  was  to  attend  the  opening  ses- 
sion. Aid.  W.  H.  Biggar  welcomed  j 
the  delegates  and  guests.  He  em-  ] 
phasized  that  the  strength  of  both 
the  national  body  and  the  local 
orgEinization   lies   in  co-operation. 

CONCEKTED   ACTION. 

"Some  steps  should  be  taken  to 
eliminate  any  unnecessary  competi- 
tion in  the  form  of  similar  organiza- 
tions operating  independently," 
Alderman  Bigger  said.  "It  is  only 
through  concerted  action  on  the  part 
of  all  the  blind  that  your  efforts  to  ^ 
obtain  necessary  legislation  for  im- 
provement among  yourselves  will  be 
rewarded  by  success." 

Mayor  Beaublen  of  Outremont 
spoke  briefly  of  the  growth  of  the 
local  organization  since  its  inception 
and  indicated  that  Increased  influ- 
ence would  come  through  work 
"and  hard  work"  that  is  aji  essen- 
tial   part    of    all    worthy    endeavors. 

Rev.  T.  W.  Jones  of  the  Montreal 
Presbyter>-  of  the  United  Church  in 
Canada  told  the  visitors  that  he  was_ 
able  to  bring  from  the  heart  of  the' 
Church  "hearty  good  wishes  and  our 
support." 

FOUNDATION  AC  WOKK. 

"You  are  doing  .the  be.st  founda- 
tional work  now,"  he  said,  "and  in 
this  manner  you  ai-e  fostering  sane 
and  sound  public  opinion  that  will 
serve  you  in  good  stead  in  the  future 
wixen  this  organization  is  able  to 
carry  on  on  a  much  larger  scale 
and  with  greater  achievements.  You 
have  learned  the  practical  way  of 
helping  men  and  women  to  help 
themselves." 

Dr.  Edward  P.  A^len,  director  of 
the  Perkins  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
Boston,  reviewed  his  own  connec- 
tions In  the  type  of  work  that  he  had 
chosen  when;  he  was  a  young  man 
going  "out-  into  the  world,"  and 
which  he  has  maintained  for  some 
46  years. 

"I  look  foifward  to  the  day,"  he 
■aid,  "when  this  -world  will  not  be 
operated  wholly '  on  a  competitive 
basis,  and  when  there  will  be  more 
justice  to  all  kinds  of  handicapped 
beings.  It  would  seem  that  most  of 
the  civilized  countries  were  made  for 
the  seeing   by   the   seeing. 


I.ACK    OF    CONSIDER.\TI0N. 
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"When  the  seeing  go  about  their 
way  there  seems  to  be  a  lack  of  con- 
sideration for  people  hindered  by 
lack  of  sight.  'Yet  in  spite  of  these 
restrictions  many  of  our  young  and 
even  Old  sightless  brothers  and  sis- 
ters have  been  able  to  come  up  and 
assert  themselves  and  take  their 
place  in  the  world,"  Dr.  Allen  said. 

The  work  of  the  institution  repre-  ^ 
ented  by  Dr.  AUen  has  largely  been 
confined  to  children  and  youth.  "We 
try  at  all  times  to  hold  up  to  them 
the  records  of  other  individuals,"  he 
said.  "Success  comes  in  'cans,'  not 
in    'can'ts'." 

TRIBUTE  PAID.  I 

Dr.  W.  D.,  Whitehead,  of  McGill 
University,  arid  Norman  Holland, 
both  paid  tribute  to  the  work  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  P.  E.  Layton.  Edgar  Ber- 
liner, for  many  years  associated  with 
the  organization,  also  spoke.  ^ 

In  his  presidential  address  as  Fed- 
eral  head   of   the   Canadian  Federa- i 
tion  for  the  Blind,  P.  E.  Layton  said 
that  the  Federation  was  a  protection  { 
of    the    blind    against    "imposition,"  | 
and   served  to  unite  the  blind  in    a  , 
brotherhood  and  to  advance  in  every 
way   the   social   and   economic    wel- 
fare of  the  blind. 

"At  the  present  time  we  are  con- 
centrating on  the  work  of  obtaining 
state  aid  for  the  blind  in  the  form 
of  weekly  allowances,"  Mr.  Layton 
said.  "There  are  approximately 
8,000  sightless  persons  in  Canada, 
many  of  whom  experience  great  dif- 
ficulty in  obtaining  the  bare  necessi- 
ties of  life. 
SEVERE   HANDICAl'. 

"Blindness  is  one  of  the  severest 
handicaps  from  an  economic  stand- 
point and  It  often  brings  with  it 
many  other  physical  and  mental 
troubles.  Statistics  show  that  more 
than  66  per  cent,  of  our  blind  are 
unemployable.  Many  occupations 
formerly  remunerative  to  the  blind 
are  now  almost  valueless,  such  as 
piano  teaching  and  piano  tuning. 

"The  cane  re-seating  of  chairs  h^ 
largely  been  replaced  by  machine- 
made  seats  and  the  prevailing  econ- 
omic depression  has  affected  us  in 
a  greater  degree  than  is  publicly 
known.  Maos^^i^ms  are  necessary 
in  the  work  or"ffie"T)lind,  particularly 


in  that  field  restricted  to  the  teach- 
ing of  the  young. 

"Scores  of  pupils  1/eave  our  schools 
annually  who  are  not  equipped  for 
the  battle  of  life.  Men  are  placed  at 
the  head  of  schools  for  the  blind  who 
have  had  •  no  previous  experience  in 
this  type  of  work  and  who  find  •  it 
hard  to  make  their  systems  under- 
stood. In  my  opinion  a  blind  man 
who  has  made  good  in  life  would  be 
the  right  person  to  head  such  an  in- 
stitution. Many  superintendents  of 
schools  for  the  Blind  are  responsible 
only  to'  the  Ooveroment — there  being 
no  local  committee  to  check  up  on 
their  work.  Often  they  are  tyran- 
nical and  the.  pupils  have  no  recourse 
to  justice.    ■  •• 

NEED   EDUCATION. 

"It  is  not  sufficient  to  merely 
eq^uip  our  sightless  men  and  women 
with  a  slight  knowledge  of  music. 
They  shoUId  -be  so  educated  that 
other  opportunities  in  every  field  of 
endeavor  and  more  particularly  in 
salesmanship  would  be  open  to  them. 

"No  charitable  organization  or  all 
the  combined  institutions  for  the 
Blind  could'  meet  the  needs  of  the 
sightless  communities.  This  help 
must  come  from  the  State  alone.  We 
have  been  told  that  now  is  not  the , 
time  to  ask  the  Government  for  pen- 
sions? Why  not?  It  is  estimated 
that  the  Federal  and  Provincial  Par- 
liament.s  have  spent  more  than  $60,- 
000,000  for  unemployed  during  the 
past  year  and  all  of  this  money  had 
gone  to  persons  with  powers  of 
sight.  Surely  there  must  be  some 
awakening  and  I  feel  that  now  is 
the  time  to  make  our  demands 
known,"  Mr.  Layton  concluded. 

The  morning  session  was  adjourned 
at  noon  and  will  be  continued  this 
afternoon  for  reading  of  reports  from 
branches  and  special  papers  dealing 
with  employment  for  the  Blind. 
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Canadian  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind — The  Blind  'Workmeii's  Compen- 
sation Act  passed  its  third  reading  in 
the  Ontario  Legislature  on  March  23. 
Under  this  bill  the  Ontario  Government 
assumes  responsibility  for  all  accidents 
to  blind  workers  in  general  industry 
when  compensation  exceeds  $50.00.  To 
be  eligible  under  this  Act  the  blind 
worker  must  be  placed  by  and  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Canadian  National 
Institute  so  that  the  Government,  the 
employer  and  the  worker  may  be  safe- 
guarded against  unnecessary  accident 
risk  which  might  result  from  injudicious 
placement  by  inexperienced  individuals. 
....  Some  of  the  home  workers  have 
recently  been  started  on  the  manufacture 
of  rubber  door  mats.  This  work  is  prov- 
ing quite  satisfactory,  since  the  home 
worker  with  very  little  instruction  can 
make  a  complete  mat.  The  rectangular 
sections  used  are  cut  from  the  side  walls 
of  old  automobile  tires. 


Party,  ittetufking  to  Homes 

in  W^t,  Report  Enjoyable 

Time   at  Toronto 


Bound  for  tbelr  respective  homes. 
a  ^rty  of  toUnded  veteran  soldiers, 
led  tw  M.  C.  BoblnBon.  imperlnten- 
dent^of  tbo  y^estern  ^^^^^^^^^A 
adlan  National  Imstlute  for  tt^o  »"?;?' 
^rt  himKPif  a.  blind  veteran  of  tne 
Oreat^a^^^ere  gfe-gi^ers  through 
WlnnlP^  Sunday  night,  over  Oan- 
SStlonal  lliies.  aXter  attending 
*~ft5-^  120  blinded  veterai^  of 
7^1  fwr  Arthur  Pearson  club,  xieia 
lately  in^oronto.  Jointly  with  the 
Amputations'  convention. 

Included  in  the  party  were  L.  S 
Hltchoock,  Edmonton  .  successful 
Slt^fa"«er:  Victor  Guthrie  phy- 
iSatheraplst  at  Shaughnessey  military 
hoSftal  Vancouver;  Charles  Horns- 
h?  Mmonton,  who  has  a  secretarla^ 
AioEltlon  m  the  Alberta  parliament 
SdlTgs;  Mr.  Wallace  Winnipeg^ 
PAnadian  National  Institute  lor  tne 
S  employee:  Mr  NlchoUs.  Van 
couver.  retired,  who  was  taSen 
orSoner  of  war  at  the  second  battle 
of  ypres  and  remained  three  years 
S  thel^emys  hands.  *«\Mlss  Amy 
T^iPh  secretary  to  Mr.  Robinson. 
"^SgktrhUnded  soldiers  led  the  par- 
ade of  850  amputations  on  Sept.  14 
M^  Robinson  said.  The  P^^^e  w^ 
^corted  by  the  ^^yal  Can«llan 
nraeoons  In  pre-war  uniforms,  ana 
toeSn's  own  band.  Assisted  by 
Mayor  Stewart,  of  Toronto,  a  wreath 
was  laid  on  the  cenotaph. 

^e  had  a  most  enjoyable    time. 
Mr.    Robinson      said,    "meeting    old 
friends  ,some  of  whom  he   had  not 
seen  since  the  days  of  St.  Dunstan's 

'"Mr^^R^blnson  goes  to  Edmonton, 
vi^here  he  will  be  assisted  by  Edmon- 
ton soldiers  In  a  campaign  to  enable 
this  institute  to  serve  blind  people. 
'Hc  will  be  escorted  while  there  by 
Thom»>a  Marsden,  naval  veteran  of 
io^3X  campaigns,  who  accompanied 
him   lant   night. 


BUKQ  WRITER, 
EXPERT  TYPIST, 
ASKS    MACHINE 


Beset  by  blindness,  an  expert 
typist  wiio  has  ability  to  write  ma- 
gazine articles,  needs  a  typewriting 
machine.  He  is  undaunted  by  his 
handicap  and  thinks  he  can  make 
himself  largely  self-supporting  if 
someone  will  give,  or  lend  him,  a 
machine.  He  would  prefere  a  port- 
able typewriter. 

The  request  is  proffered  through 
A  B.  Howe,  of  the  Canadian  Feder- 
ation of  the  Blind.  A  call  to  24-331, 
The  Tribune,  offering  a  typewriter, 
will  enable  this  blind  man  to  fight 
bis  way  towards   self-support. 


Blind  Girl  Asks  For  Loan 
Of  Someone's  Idle  Piano 


Fr 


I 


nd$hip    League    Visitor 
States  Case  for  Unfortunate 
Lover  of  Music 


A  blind  girl  sits  in  darkness  all 
day  long.  Her  fingers  move  uncon- 
sciously as  she  imagines  herself 
playing  a  piano.  But  unemploy- 
ment has  that  home  in  its  grip  and 
the  piano  disappeared  one  day, 
that  was  infinitely  blacker  even 
I  than  her  ordinary   black  days. 


j  And  now  a  Friendship  league 
I  visitor  asks  if  anyone  has  a  piano 
to  lend  this  idle  blind  girl.  For 
hours  she  could  sit  and  play  away 
!  the  loneliness  of  her  heart.  The  in- 
strument will  be  treated  with  ten- 
der care  and  there  may  be  some- 
one whose  piano  will  be  mute  and 
useless  this  winter — perhaps  some- 
one  is  paying  storage  on   such  an 

Just    telephone    24  331,    Tribune 
Friendship     league,    and     arrange-  j 
ments    will    be    made    to    have    the 
piano     moved     to     this     home — on 
loan,  of  course. 


RELIEF  FOR 
BLIiMKASKEO 

Federation    Passes    Resolu- 
tionr' Which  Will  Be  Por- 
/  j|ba6:ded  to  Government 

'  teeftuest  for  adequate  provision  to 
relieve  the  poverty  and  distress  of 
blind  persons  pending  passage  of 
federal  legislation  -for  pensions  will 
be  made  to  the  provincial  govern- 
ment by  the  Winnipeg  branch  of 
the  Canadian  Federation  of  the 
Blind,  as  the  result  of  a  resolution 
passed  at  a  meeting  of  the  branch 
Wednesday  night. 

The  following  resolution  was  pass- 
ed unanimously: 

"In  view  of  the  dire  poverty  and 
distress  suffered  by  blind  persons 
residing  in  greater  Winnipeg  and 
within  the  province  of  Manitoba, 
and  in  viev/  of  this  condition  be- 
coming more  Intensified  since  the 
Burrltt  Royal  commission  of  August, 
1930,  largely  owing  to  the  lack  of 
any  well-defined  plan  of  relief,  the 
hardship  and  distress  of  blind  per- 
sons employed,  unemployed  or  un- 
employable, 90  per  cent,  of  whom 
receive  no  benefit  whatsoever  from 
(the   monies   given   annually   by   the 


Manitoba,  government  and  the  gen- 
erous  pVbllc; 

"Be  it  resolved  that  we  urge  upon 
the  Manitoba  government  to  recog- 
nize the  necessity  and  Justice  ofj 
making  adequate  provision  to  relieve 
the  poverty  and  distress  of  blind  per- 
sons resident  In  this  province  until 
such  time  v/hen  this  need  will  be 
removed  by  federal  legislation  grant- 
ing pensions  to  the  civilian  blind 
of  Canada; 

"And  that  we  urge  upon  the  city 
of  Winnipeg  and  all  municipalities 
within  the  province  to  place  blind 
persons  in  a  special  class  In  their 
relief  administration; 

"And  further  that  copies  of  this 
resolution  be  forwarded  to  the  Manl- 
tabo  government,  the  Manitoba  ad- 
visoi-y  committee  on  the  welfare  of 
the  blind,  the  city  of  Winnipeg  and 
the  local  press."    • 

A.  B.  Howe,  president,  was  In  the 
chair,  and  there  was  a  large  at- 
tendance. 

It  T;as  pointed  out  In  the  course 
of  discussion  that  many  blind  per- 
sons have  to  exist  on  $3.50  per  week, 
and  that  because  of  the  handicap 
under  which  they  labor  they  have  to 
endure  hardships  and  inconveniences 
that  can  hardly  be  imagined  by  per- 
sons enjoying  the  blessing  of  Blght^_ 
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Knitted  Goods 
Specialty  at 
Blind  Sale 


I      A   special   feature   of  (he  sale   o1. 

I  goods  made  by  tlie  blind,  which 
opens  at  the  Institute,  corner 
Portage  ave.  and  Shcrburn  st.,  on 
Saturday,  October  17,  will  be  the 
knitted  goods'  department:  under 
the  convenorship  of  Mrr.  Jas.  G. 
Dagg.  Blind  v,romen  and  girls 
have  met  every  day  at  the  insti- 
tute for  many  months,  knitting 
articles  for  this  sale,  and  they  will 
be  present  each  day  at  the  knit- 
ting stall,  doing  their  bit  to  make 
the  sale  a  most  succe^ful  one. 
Many  of  them  have  developed,  into 
adept  knitters.  This  department 
of  the  work  is  under  the  supervi- 
fion  of  the  Women's  auxiliary. 
There  will  also  be  articles  made  by 
home-workers  throughout  the  city 
and  province — such  as  bed  .jackets, 
pullover  suits,  sox,  baby's  wear,  in- 
cluding bonnets,  jackets,  mittens, 
booties,  sun-itan  suits,  hot-water 
bottle  covers,  also  golf  gloves,  an- 
gora berets,   etc. 

The  sale  will  continue  all  next 
week,  concluding  on  Saturday,  Oc- 
tober 24. 
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FALL  SALE 


Ai^lmpBrtant  feature  of  the  au- 
tuma  sale  of  poods  made  by  the 
bUnd,  and  sponsored  by  the  Women's 
auxiliary  to  the  C.N.I.B..  which  will 
;pen  Saturday  at  the  Institute,  corner 
-■"ortaeje  and  Sherbum  street,  will  be 
-he  knitted  goods  done  by  blind  girls 

.\nd  women  throughout  the  city  and] 

province.     Mrs.   James   G.    Dagg   will 

-lave  charge  of  this  department,  as- 

;lsted  by  some  of  the  blind  girls  whoj 

■.ave  become  adept  kilitters,  and  will' 

ave  many   useful   articles  ready  for 

-he    sale.     A   committee     from     the 

.vomen's  auxiliary,  convened   by  Mrs. 

Dagg  and   Mrs,  Krncst  Flexman,  has 

.eld  knitting  classes  at  the  Institute  1 

:very  Tuesday  for  the  last  two  years 

nd  results  have  been  amazing.  Much  | 

ocd  work  has  been  accomplished  and- 

he    blind    themselves    have    derived 

"easure  and  profit  from  these  classes. 

lembers   of   the   auxiliary  drive   the 

■Iris   to   and  fro,    and   tasty   refresh- 

aents  are  always  served  at  the  close 

-f  the  meeting.     The  following  Is  a 

partial    list   of    the    goods    made    by 

hem,  and   also   by   those   who  work 

xt  home:    Bed  Jackets,  pullover  suits, 

ilghtlngales,   toques,  mitts,  sweaters, 

■Qcks,  babies'  wear.  Including  bonnets. 

'ackets,    mittens,    bootees,      sun    tan 

,ults.   hot    water   bottle    covers;    also 

:oir    glov<?8,    angora    berets,    etc. 

Th«  sale  will  continue  all  next 
week,  concluding  Saturday,  Oct.  24. 
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SPECIAL  RELIEF 
FOR  INDIGENT 
BLINfr  IS  ASKED 

Ferf/r|(ion    Requests    Pen- 
sions Adequate  to  Relieve 
Distress 


Special  relief  measures  for  the 
indigent  blind  are  requested  in  a 
resolution  passed  by  the  Winnipeg 
branch  of  the  Canadian  Federation 
of   the  Blind   Wednesday. 

Pending  passage  of  federal  legis- 
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S^W  For  Blind 
/Opened  Today 

Tjie  Autumn  sale  of  goods  made 
by  the  blind  of  Greater  Winnipeg 
opened  today,  continuing  to  Oct 
24th.,  at  the  Canadian  National  In- 
stitute for  the  Blind,  Portage  ave. 
and  Sherburn  st.  Mrs.  W.  Harvey 
Smith,  hon.  president,  officiated  at 
the  opening  at  3  o'clock,  and  Mrs. 
Donald  Mclntyre,  president  of  the 
women's  auxiliary,  will  preside,  as- 
sisted by  the  general  sales  conven- 
ors, Mrs.  Herbert  F.  Christie  and 
Mrs.  Leo  F.  McCarthy.  Mrs.  H.  A. 
Robson,  is  general  convenor  for  the 
tea  room  throughout  the  duration 
,of  the  sale.  Mrs.  Alex  Melville  has 
charge  of  the  music,  which  will  be 
provided  by  talented  blind  music- 
ians each  day.  Mrs.  Ernest  Hex- 
man  will  be  in  charge  of  all  orders. 
The  parcelling  and  cash  will  be  in 
the  hands  of  Mrs.  John  Birt,  Mrs.  \ 
Alex  Melville,  Mrs.  W.  G.  Garrett 
and  Mrs.  W.  M.  Dawson.       .  . 

The  professional  and  Business 
Women's  club  had  charge  of  the 
tea  room  for  the  opening  day. 

The  sales  room  was  convened  by 
Mrs.  R.  H.  Smith  and  Miss  Hazel 
Matchett,  who  will  be  assisted  by 
the  following  members  of  the  wo- 
men's auxiliary,  Mrs.  C.  C.  Fergu- 
son, Mrs.  Nell  John  MacLean,  Mrs. 
Norman  Hembecker,  Mrs.  Herbert 
Sellers,  Mrs.  A.  B.  Stovel,  Mrs.  Max 
Steinkopf,  Mrs.  Jerry  Steiner,  Mrs. 
Jas.  G.  Dagg,  Mrs.  Athol  Gordon, 
Mrs.  D.  C.  Coutts,  Mrs.  W.  McFad- 
den,  Mrs.  C.  H.  Brittain,  Mrs.  Ralph 
Corbett,  Mrs.  E.  B.  Smith,  Mrs.  A. 
E.  Bowles,  Mrs.  Robt  Welch  and 
Mrs.  J.  R.  McCreery. 


I  lation  for  pensions  adequate  to  re- 
i  lieve  the  poverty  and  distress  of 
!  blind  persons  should  be  made  by 
j  the  provincial  government,  the 
I  meeting  considered. 

Distress  amongst  blind  persons  is 
becoming  more  intensified  since  the 
Burritt  Royal  Commission  of 
August,  1930,  tlie  preamble  reads. 
This  is  due  largely  to  the  lack  of 
any  well-defined  plan  of  relief. 
About  90  percent  of  blind  persons, 
employed,  unemployed  or  unem- 
ployable receive  no  benefits  from 
the  moneys  given  annually  by  the 
Manitoba  government  and  the  pub- 
lic. 

The  resolution  urges  the  govern- 
ment to  recognize  the  necessity  and 
justice  of  making  adequate  provi- 
sion to  relieve  the  poverty  and  dis- 
tress of  blind  persons  resident  in 
the  province.  Winnipeg  and  all 
municipalities  are  requested  to 
treat  blind  persons  In  a  special 
class. 

A.  B.  Howe,  president,  was  in  the 
chair. 

It  was  pointed  out  during  the 
•AuKiussion  that  many  blind  persons 
had  to  exist  on  $3.50  a  week.  Be- 
cause of  the  handicap  under  which 
they  labored  they  had  to  endure 
hardships  and  inconveniences  that 
hardly  could  be  imagined  by  per- 
sons enjoying  the  blessing  of  sight. 
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TAKES  CHARGE  OF 
EA  AND  SELLING 


"TTlie  TV'omen's  auxiliary  to  the  Cana- 
Aan  National  Institute  for  t:io  Blind 
win  take  charge  of  the  tea  room  as 
well  as  the  salesroom,  tc;li.y  at 
the  Institute,  whe;-e  a  glgan.ic  cale  of 
basketry,  brooms,  brushes,  -vhlsks, 
woollen  goods,  leather  goods,  smocks 
and  whltewear  is  In  progress  all  week. 

Mrs.  H.  A.  Robson  Is  convening  the 
tea  room  and  presiding  over  the  tea 
equipage,  ■  will  be:  Lady  Nanton. 
Mrs.  Sanford  Evans,  Mrs.  Herber*. 
Bell,  Mi-s.  Max  Stelnliopf.  Mrs.  A.  B. 
Stovel  and  Mrs.  E.  P.  Hutchlngs. 

The  salesroom  will  be  In  charge  of| 
Mrs.  J.  H.  C.  Lawrence  and  Mrs.  B. 
H.  Wilson,  assisted  by  the  following 
members  of  the  women's  auxiliary: 
Mrs.  C.  C.  Ferguson,  Mrs.  Rj;E.  Lee. 
Mr.s.  h.  E.  Bowles.  Mrs.  PKd^anlner, 
Mrs.  R  N  McKinnon,  Mrs  Howard 
Dixon,  Mis  R.  W.  Cralg.  Mre.  R.  H. 
Smith,  Mrs.  Martin  Miuphy,  Mrs.  He^ 
bert  Sellei-s,  Mrs.  Norman  Helmbee^r, 
Mrs.  G.  A.  Warrington.  Mrs.  WfUel- 
lor,  Mrs.  Harvey  Smith  and  Mrs!  Athol 
Kjordon.  \ 

An  added  attraction  will  be  axable 
of  home  cooked  viands.  In  charge 
M[fi^  A.  M.  L.  Long  and  Mrs.  R( 
iWelch. 
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To  fhe  Editor, — Sympathy  alone  Is 
not    of   Auch    value   If   you    are    In 
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great  deal  of  sympathy  Is 
''■    the   sightless   people   of 
The      blind    people 
ielvcs.'while  appreciative  of  ti;e 
agencies  ■working;  on  their  be- 
reallze    that    haphazard   relief 
cannot  meet  their  economic  needs. 

In  Manitoba  many  practical  efforts 
have  been  put  forth  to  secure  pen- 
sions for  the  blind.  The  United 
Blind  Pensions  Committee  of  Mani- 
toba, following  the  pioneer  movement 
of  the  blind  members  of  the  Lux-in- 
Tenebris  club,  are  desirous  of  drav.'- 
Ing  attention  to  the  great  need  ex- 
isting among  the  blind  at  this  tim-;, 
due,  in  a  measure,  to  the  hardship  and 
unemployment  among  their  sighted 
friends. 

It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  at  the 

coming  session  of  the  federal  house, 

a  measure  of  relief   in  the  form  of 

pensions    for  the  blind  will   be  put 

[into  operation. 

1     The  following  reasons,  we  are  sure, 
'win  help  to  create  In    the  minds  of 
the  people  the  need  of  state  respon- 
sibility for  the  care  of  the  blind: 

Blindness  is  rated  a  hundred  per 
cent,  disability  by  insurance  corpora- 
tions. Most  governments  give  full 
disability  pensions  to  soldiers  and 
sailors  blinded  in  tlie  Great  War. 
There  Is  terrible  poverty  associated 
with  the  8,000  blind  persons  resident 
In  Canada.  Two-thirds  of  this  num- 
ber lost  their  sight  after  reaching  the 
age  of  35    years. 

Blindness,  whilst  a  personal  limita- 
tion. Is  a  national  calamity,  and 
ought  to  be  a  national  responsiblhty. 
Loss  than  five  per  cent,  of  the  sight- 
less can  make  good  in  industry.  The 
rest  require  positive  financial  aid. 
When  all  the  blind  who  are  suitable 
have  been  provided  with  training. 
education  and  employment,  there 
will  always  remain  a  large  majority 
who  are  unemployable.  There  are 
twice  as  many  blind  to  be  cared  for 
who  cannot  be  usefully  trained  or  em- 
ployed as  those  who  can.  The  great 
majority  of  the  unemployable  blind 
are  over  50  years  of  ajAe,  the  age  be- 
yond which  blind  persons  are  usually 
found  to  be  unable  to  Uarn  a  trade 
or  undertake  remunerstlve  employ- 
ment. Blind  persons  below  50  are  of- 
t«n  unemployable,  due  to  some  de- 
fect additional  to  blindness,  whether 
mental  or  physical.  The  number  of 
unemployable  persons  who  can  main- 
tain themselves  on  their  Income  is 
relatively  very  small,  aiid  additional 
financial  assistance  in  some  form  or 
another  is  almost  always  necessary. 
It  is  usually  not  sufficient  to  grant 
relief  to  the  blind  on  IV.e  same  basis 
as  to  sighted  persons,  because  their 
needs  are  greater;  e.g.,  they  must 
usually  rely  on  the  help  of  others  for 
^the  preparation  of  food,  for  getting 
about,  and  for  many  ordinary  ser- 
vices. Generally  the  needs  of  the 
blind  are  greater  and  more  sustained 
itlian  tho.";e  of  ordinary  members  of 
the  commimity  of  similar  financial 
I  resource.!;,  and  for  that  reason  special 
1  measures  for  the  relief  of  the  blind 
have  been  formed  in  many  countries. 


The  problem  of  the  blind  through- 
out Canada  is  a  serloiis  one  and  re- 
quires the  immediate  attention  ol 
every  Individual.  A  state  pension 
•provision  fo/  the  blind  is  the  only 
'•ational  solution  to  a  vexed  social 
and  human  problem. 

(MRS.)  JESSIE  Mclennan 

Secretary,    United    Blind 
L  Pensions  Committee. 

^Winnipeg,  Oct.  15. 
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BLIND  SOUGHT 
BY  COMMITTEE 


Totkl     Disability     Requires 

National  Action  To  Re- 

\lieve  8,000  Blind 


/  l^ecsiUBe  sightlessness  is  a  total 
diwibility,  the  United  Blind  Pen- 
sions committee  of  Majiitoba  is  en- 
deavoring to  awake  public  opinion 
to  the  need  for  pensions  for  the 
blind.  A  campaign  for  this  cbjec- 
tive  is  being  undertaken  in  the  hop^ 
that  the  coming  session  of  the 
House  of  Commons  at  Ottawa  will 
grant  these  pensions  to  8,000  flight- 
less citizens  of  Canada. 

The  United  Blind  Pensions  com- 
mittee, following  up  the  pioneer 
wcrk  of  the  Lux-in-Tenebris  club, 
today  pointed  out  that  blindness  is 
{rated  as  a  100  percent  disability  by 
insurance  corporations.  Most  gov- 
ernments giv«  full  disability  per- 
sions  to  soldiers  and  sailors  blinded' 
in  the  war. 

Two-thirds  of  the  blind  in  Canada 
have  lost  their  sight  after  reaching 
35,  increasing  the  difficulty  of  se- 
curing employment  cr  learning  a 
trade.  Less  than  five  percent  can 
{make  good  in  industry.  The  rest 
require  positive  financial  aid. 

The  great  majority  of  the  unem- 
ployable blind  are  over  50  years  of 
age  and  of  the  total  number  of 
sightless  in  the  Dominion,  two- 
thirds  cannot  be  usefully  trained 
or  employed. 

Blind  persons  below  50  are  often 
unemployable  due  to  some  defect 
additional  to  blindness,  whether 
mental  or  physical. 

The  United  Blind  Pensons  com- 
mittee today  stated  that  it  is  usual- 
ly not  sufficient  to  grant  relief  to 
the  blind  on  the  same  basis  as 
sighted  persons,  because  their 
ineeds  are  greater.  Thev  must 
usually  rely  on  the  help  of  others 
for  the  preparation  of  food,  gcttint' 
about,  and  for  many  ordinary  ser- 
irlces. 


FINAL  DAY  AT 


BUND  SALE 


S^urday  is  the  closing  day  of  the  { 
I  sale  'of  goods  made  by  the  blind  of 
I  Greater    Winnipeg,    which    opened 
October   17,    at   the   Canadian   Na-  ^ 
tional  Institute  for  the  Blind,  Por-j 
tage  ave.  and  Sheiiburn  st,  and  is 
toeing  held   under   the   auspices    of 
the   Women's  auxiliary.       Through 
the     kindness    of    many    women's  | 
organizations,  who  have  helped  the  | 
Women's    auxiliary,    the    aale    has  I 
been    successful.    There    are    many 
articles   left   for   selection   of   gifts 
for  Christmas,  warm,  wooly  thinge 
for  children  and  for  adults,  men's 
so:j,  mitts,  etc.,  as  well  as  wicker- 
v/are,    smocks,    aprons,    maids    uni- 
forms and  broomis  made  in  the  fac- 
tory  by   blind    artisans,   who   have 
become  adept  in  their  work. 

The  Quota  Club  will  take  over 
the  tea  room  in  the  absence  of  the 
president,  Miss  Mabel  Pinkerton. 
Miss  Eleanor  Bowes,  1st  vice-presi- 
dent, will  receive  the  guestis. 

The  Women's  auxiliary  will  take 
charge  of  the  salesroom  under  the ! 
convenership  of  Mrs.  D.  C.  Coutls 
and  Mrs.  H.  J,  Crabtree,  and  their  j 
assistants^  will  be:     Mrs.   J.  H.  C.  i 
L(av\?rence,  Mne.  Wm.  Dawson,  Miss 
Hazel    Matchett,    Mrs.   C.   H.    Brit-, 
tain,    Mrs.   Chas.   Beecher,   Mrs.  C.  | 
P.   Banning,    Mrs.   Neil  John   Mac- 1 
Lean,    Mrs.    Max    Steinkopf,    Mrs. 
Athol   Gordon,    Mrs.    R.    H.    Smith, 
Mrs.  A.  E,  Bowles,  Mrs.  A.   M.  L. 
Long,  Mrs.  H.  F.  Christie  and  Mrt' 
L.  F.  McCarthy. 


Mrs.  MacLennan  Urges 

Pensions  For  Blind 


( 


Feheral  pensions  for  the  8,000 
Iblinq  persons  in  Canada  wap  the 
only  right  solution  for  the  vexed 
economic  and  human  problem  in- 
volved in  their  maintenance,  Mrs. 
Jessie  MacLennan  declared  in  an 
address  broadcast  Thursday  eve- 
ning. More  than  500  of  these  re- 
side in  Manitoba. 

Haphazard  relief  by  the  many 
thousands  of  friends  of  the  blind 
could  not  solve  the  problem,  Mrs. 
MacLennan  said,  nor  could  blind 
beggars  be  properly  suppressed  by 
law  until  adequate  provision  was 
made. 

At  this  time  of  economic  stress 
the  blind  were  particularly  hard 
hit.  The  UsUal  aveftue  of  employ- 
ment and  many  friends  were  un- 
able to  assist  them  at  present  ow- 
ing to  unemployment  at  home. 

I  Over  50  percent  of  the  500  blind 
In  Manitoba  were  about  50  years 
of   age  and  25    percent   were    over 

1 70.  Very  few  received  old  age  pen- 
sions as  they  had  not  lived  in  Can- 
ada long  enough.  ^ 
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NEW  BOARD  11 
INSTITUTE  FOR 
BLPJSJRGEO 

Delegation  Lays  Case  Be- 
fore Hon.  R.  A.  Hoey  and 
Hofi.  Dr.  Montgomery 

A  li«4  ^°^rd  of  management  for 
the  aanS-dian  National  Institute  for 
tSie  :dlind  vras  asked  today  by  a  de- 
putation from  its  Industrial  Work-  i 
I  ers'  council,  which  placed  its  case 
'before  Hon.  R.  A.  Hoey.  minister 
of  education,  and  Hon.  Dr.  Mont- 
gombery,  minister  of  health  and 
public  welfare.  { 

The  spokesman  for  the  delega- 
tion John  Campbdl,  said  evidence 
submitted  to  the  Burritt  commis- 
sion showed  affairs  of  the  blind 
were  not  efficiency  taJken  care  of 
by  the  Institute,  a  situation  largely 
due  to  the  board  of  management, 
Whose  members  meant  well  but 
lacked  knowledge  of  the  needa  and 
interests  of   their  wards. 

Mr.  Campbell  said  the  provincial 
government,  the  Union  of  Manitoba 
municipalities,  voluntary  subscrib- 
,ers,  and  the  blind  through  their 
federation  should  have  adequate  ^ 
'representation   on   a  re-comstituted 

board.  i  j    „ 

The  deputation  aUo  presented  a 
copy    of    a   written    memorandum, 
under    signature    of    Mr.    Campbell 
and  James  Cochrane,  another  mem- 
ber of  the  council,  which  summar- 
ized their  claims.    This  was  sent  to 
Premier  Bradkien,  November  13. 
'     The   government,  Mr.  Hoey  isaid, 
had  no  jurisdiction  over  the  Insti- 
tue  board,  and  any  changes  could 
onlv  be  made  by  the  organization, 
i  He' advised  the  deputation  to  sub- 
'mlt   its   case  to   tihe   special   blind 
welfare    committee    appointed   last 
winter    which  had  been   asked  to 
make  a  report  at  the  coming  aes- 
slon.     Members  of  this  committee 
are  W   J    Fulton,  representing  the 
Federated   budget;    C.    K.    Rogers, 
of  the  education  department;   tija- 
ward  McGrath,  bureau  of  labor;  A- 
p  Paget,  department  of  public  wel- 
fa:^e;     Robert     Perfect,    Union     of 
Manitoba  municipalities;  Alderman 
J.  A.  Simpkin,  representing  the  city 
of  Winnipeg;  and  Max  Steinkopft 
the  Canadian  National  Instltut  for 
the  Blind. 


institute  For  Blind 
i  Meager  Denies  Charges 

Charges  made  in  a  resolution 
paased  by  the  Winnipeg  branch, 
Canadian  Federation  of  the  Blind, 

-regardinjr  relief  provision  for  24 
men   diisch-irgfd    recently  from   the 

I  Canadian  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind     were    denied    today    by    B.  ! 
Flexmcn.    institute    manager.  | 

1     The  Federation's  resolution  claim-  j 
ed  that  the  institute  had  dischavg- 

ied    t'nr    men    without    making    anv  | 
nrovisi'n  to  plac"  thrm  on  city  rc- 

llief.      Mr.    Flcxman    stated    en    the 

Icontrs.ry  that  tho  m<'n  had  been 
placed  on  city  relief  prior  to  their 
discharge  and  were  still  receiving 
it. 

Mr.  Flexman's  statements  were 
corroborated  by  J.  D.  Fraser,  super- 
intendent of  the  city  wood  yard. 


,WS 


STATE  CARE  OF 
fiimO^IS  AIM 
OF  COMMITTEE 


Position  to  be  Strengthened 

by'Appointment  of  Other 

^Representatives 


Afcmhers  of  the  United  Blind  | 
Pensions'  committee  of  Manitoba 
met  Saturday  to  discuss  recent  ac- 
tivities and  to  consider  further 
means  of  urging  the  necessity  for 
pensions  for  the  blind. 

It  was  decided  to  strengthen  the 
position  of  the  committee  by  ap- 
pointing representatives  of  other 
groups,  who  would  be  willing  to 
work  with  the  committee. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the 
Canadian  Federation  of  the  Blind 
stating  that  that  body  had  severed 
its  relations  with  the  United  Blind 
Pensions'  committee.  It  was  felt 
that  this  was  a  very  inopportune 
time  for  any  group  to  do  this,  as 
it  weakened  the  efforts  of  the  com- 
mittee to  bring  before  public  and 
government  the  need  of  state  re- 
sponsibility for  the  care  of  the 
blind. 

Representatives  of  the  Canadian 
,  National  Institute  for  the  Blind 
i  present  at  the  meeting  stated  that 
the  local  board  of  management  of 
the  institute  was  stronger  than  ever 
in  its  policy  of  urging  pensions  for 
the  blind. 

A  letter  from  Captain  A.  E. 
Baker,  managing  director  of  the 
C.N.I.B.  In  Toronto,  stated  that  a 
special  committee  of  national  or- 
ganizations of  blind  people  had 
been  organized  and  had  been  work- 
ing for  Bome  time  to  evolve  a  fed- 
eral policy  of  pensions  that  would  ' 
have  some  hope  of  adoption  by  the 
Dominion  government.  The  C.N.LB. 
was  co-operating  with  this  move- 
ment. 


"^lSb^^BUT  CATErTtO   KELVIN   STUDENTS  ' 


I         undaunted   by   the  loss   of  her   sight   some   years    ag..    Miss    Anni^  Van«.    a    « a^t^v^e^  tlt^^ 

!  Scotland,    is    now    in    ,s"'^':?:™'3^*J:^»   .^n   Natfonal   iSlt^^U  T^^^^  in    the    basement    of    Kelvin 

been   set    up    for   her    by   the   Canadian  Natlona     Institute    lor    ^ju^ches,    candy    and    soft    drinks    to    the 

SSts^^V^JlcTurrraicJn^dur^lt  ?i^e^^ nofn^^^^t \S"  if  Uwn  above.     MisH   Vance   is   helped   by 

her   sister,    Mrs.   Agnca    Wilson. . _— — 

former  matron  In  charge  of  the 
blind  home  here  and  assists  her 
sister  in  thft  stand  during  rush 
hours. 

For  the  past  eight  months  Miss 
Vance  h"3  operated  a  stand  in  a 
local  factory. 

An    Uncanny    Faculty 

"The  people  were  very  good  to 
me  there,"  she  said  simply,  "but  it 
v/as  very  quiet.  I  Itnow  I'm  going 
tD  love  it 'here  with  the  boys  and 
<rirls  around  all  the  time.  And 
I  hope  it  v/ill  be  a  success  bec^.use 
!  ;f  it  is  other  blind  people  will  be 
able  to  enjoy  the  same  kind  of 
work." 

While  unable  to  make  sand- 
wiches or  pour  coffee,  operations 
carried  out  by  her  sister.  Miss 
Vance  has  an  uncanny  faculty  for 
picking  out  various  obiects  by 
touch.  There  are  perhaps  more 
than  30  varieties  of  different  sweets 
and  bars  in  the  boxes  on  the 
shelves  and  though  not  yet  accus- 
tomed to  her  new  surroundings, 
Miss  Vance  says  that  she  will  short- 
ly be  able  to  pick  out  the  various 
kinds  unerringly.  The  size  and 
shape  of  the  bottles  aid  her  In 
se'ectingr  soft  drinks.  1 

Thp.  stand  was  officially  opened  • 
Monday. 


Blind  Scotch  Woman  Opens 
Kelvin  School  Lunch  Stan' 

I                                         •  \     In  addition,  to  the  lighter  varie- 

'—..-,''         .            -  ,,,  ,,.     .ties   of  refreshments  they  can  get, 
!  First  Concession  of  its  Kind    subiiantlal     lunches— soud,      sand- 1 
T      n      n.         1    J  I  wiches,  coffee  and   hot  dogs.     For 
10  Be  uranteCi  In  15    or    20    cents    they    can    remain  j 
fs          J  in  the  school  on  cold  winter  days 
UanaQd  and    study   or  play    during  .  noon 
hour. 


A  new  life,  one  with  absorbinif 
interests  and  the  opportunity  to 
make  the  friendships  for  which  she 
has  always  longed,  has  begun  for 
a  kindly-hearted  Scotch  lady  who 
has  been  blind  for  many  years. 

Sponsored  by  the  Canadian  Na- 
tional Institute  for  the  Blind,  Miss 
Annie  Vance  has  opened  a  refresh-  I 
ment  stand  in  the  basement  of 
Kelvin  Technical  high  school.  At  I 
noon  hours  and  after  school  boys 
and  girls  come  trooping  down  the 
stairs  to  buy  candy,  chocolate  bars 
and  soft  drinks. 


Assisted  by  Sister 

The  stand  is  the  first  to  be  oper- 
ated by  a  toMnd  person  in  a  Cana-  I 
dian  school  and  is  in  the  nature  of 
a  te-.t.  Should  it  prove  successful, 
the  institute  plans  to  establish  sev- 
eral more  in  schools  and  colleges 
in  the  city. 

Miss  Vance  is  a  native  of  Paisley.  | 
Scotland.      Becoming    blind    at    an 
early  age,  she  attended  nisrht  school 
and  learned  to  read  Braille.       She 
keens  her  accounts  by  that  system. 

She  came  to  Canada  11  years  ago 
ind  since  th^.t  time  has  lived  with 
her  sister,  Mrs.  Agnes  Wilson,  800 
Arlirgton    st.       Mrs.    Wilson    was 


/I3 
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l     ^LINBMERE 

IS  FOUNDED 


Ifoi-infetion  was  announced  today 
of  the  Manitoba  League  of  the 
Blind,  planned  as  an  organization 
which  will  unify  all  the  Blghtlesa  of 
the  province  and  workers  in  their 
behalf.  A  charter  taken  out  by 
the  blind  some  years  ago  will  be 
used  by  the  league,  only  the  name 
being  changed.  An  inaugural  meet- 
ing will  shortly  be  called  by  Alex. 
Stewart,  president  pro-tem,  and 
Mrs.  Jessie  Maclennan.  secretary- 
treasurer  until  an  election  of  offiCr 
ers  is  held. 

At  present  there  are  two  organiz- 
tions  of  blind  in  Manitoba,  the  Lux 
in  Tenebris  club,  formed  in  1919. 
and  the  Canadlian  Federation  of 
the  Blind,  Manitoba  branch  of  a 
Federal  organization.  All  efforts 
to  have  the  members  of  one  join 
the  other  organization  with  a  view 
to  eliminating  duplication  of  effort 
have  failed.  The  Manitoba  League 
of  the  Blind  was  formed  in  the  be- 
lief that  this  unification-  could  be 
more  easily  effected  through  a  new 
body  with  a  new  name. 

Membership  in  both  organization' 
is  largely  confined  to  residents  in 
Greater  Winnipeg.  The  Manitoba 
League  of  the  Blind  will  endeavor 
to  secure  the  membership  of  every 
blind  person  in  the  province. 

Membership  in  the  league  will 
not  be  restricted  to  blind  people, 
but  individuals  and  representatives 
of  groups  interested  in  advancing 
the  cause  of  the  blind  will  be  in- 
vited "to  assist. 


uojjUflfta-ta^wianiioDa  s 
Afopeal  Ip'r  Blind  E£nsi«n 


(Canadian' Press  Despatch.) 
Ottawa,  One.,  Feb.  23.— Representa- 
tions from  the  province  of  Manitoba 
urging  the  establishment  of  a  Do- 
minion-wide pension  system  for 
needy  blinded  persons  have  been  re- 
ceived by  the  federal  government, 
the  prime  minister  told  Ian  Mac- 
Kens-ie  (L.,  Vancouver  Centre),  In  the 
hou^e   of  commons  Monday. 

"The  intention  of  the  governmenb: 
will  be  cli=.closed  If  and  v.hen  action; 
Is  taken,"  v.as  the  answer  to  the 
question  as  to  what  action  it  was 
proposed  to  take. 


Blind  Woman  Opens 

[     Lunch  Stand  In  Canada 

n^         — 

^  !A  kindly  Scotch  lady,  blind  for 
many  years,  has  begun  a  new  life  in 
Canada  with  the  help  of  the  Cana- 
dian National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 
The  woman,  Miss  Annie  Vance,  .a 
relative  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James 
Houston,  of  77  Rossiter  Avenue,  is 
well-known  to  a  number  of  the 
Scotch  residents  of  Yonkers. 

Undaunted  by  the  loss  of  her  sight 
some  years  ago,  Miss  Vance  is  now 
In  surroundings  which  she  considers 
most  congenial.  A  refreshment  stand 
has  been  provided  for  her  in  the 
basement  of  the  Kelvin  School  at 
Winnipeg,  Canada,  and  during  noon 
hours  and  after  school  hot  lunches, 
candy  and  soft  drinks  are  served  to 
the  students. 

The  stand  is  the  first  to  be  operated 
by  a  blind  person  in  a  Canadian 
school  and  is  in  the  nature  of  an  ex- 
periment. Miss  Vance  has  been  in 
Canada  11  years.  She  is  a  native  of 
Paisley,  Scotland.  Becoming  blind  at 
an  early  age,  she  attended  night 
school  and  learned  to  read  Braille. 
She  keeps  her  accounts  by  that  sys- 
tem. 


COMMITTEE  ON 
BLm  REPORT 
TABLED  TODAY 

Says  Institution  of  Federal 

System  of  Pensions 

Greatest  Need 


The  institution  of  a  federal  sys- 
tem of  pensions  is  the  outstanding 
and  most  needful  provision  that 
could  be  made  for  the  blind,  stales 
the  report  of  the  special  committee 
on  the  blind  tabled  In  the  legis- 
lature today  by  Hon.  Dr.  Mont- 
gomery. 

The  special  committee  consisting 
of  representatives  of  various  de- 
partments of  the  government,  thtf 
city  of  Winnipeg,  the  Feder.iteai 
Budget  board,  the  Union  of  Mani- ' 
toba  Municipalities  and  the  Can- 
adian Federation  and  Canadian' 
Institute  for  the  Blind  wa;3  set  upj 
as  the  result  of  the  recommonda-j 
tions  of  a  select  committee  of  the 
House  appointed  at  the  1931  sesi- 
sion. 


Recommendations  made  by  the 
Royal  Commissioner,  Dr.  Olin  H 
Burrett,  in  March,  1931,  were  taken 
as  the  basis  of  the  committee's  de- 
liberations, though  the  committee 
decided  it  would  be  free  to  make 
any  deviations  it  thought  neces- 
sary. 

Concurrence  is  expressed  in  Di^ 
Burritt's  recommendation  that  the 
Canadian  National  Institute  for  the 
,  Blind  "ha-s  the  experience,  know-' 
ledge  and  equipment  and  possesses 
a  general  public  confidence  ana 
support  that  enables  it  to  carry  out 
the  private  activities"  expectetl 
of  it. 

Approval  is  given  of  a  Manitoba 
division  of  the  Canadian  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind  as  an  agency 
through  which  the  government's 
further  support  may  be  given. 
Grants  are  advocated  either  by  way 
of  a  lump  sum  or  a  per  capita 
basis. 

The  committee  indicates  the 
course  which  might  be  followed  by 
the  department  of  health  in  insti- 
tuting a  register  of  all  blind  people 
and  taking  steps  to  diminishing  the 
problem;  and  by  the  department  of 
education  in  providing  for  the  edu- 
cation of  blind  children  and  adults, 
the  l.xtter  in  industrial  pursuits. 

On  the  question  ci  "relief"  for 
the  necessitous  blind,  the  commit- 
tee is  of  opinion  it  should  come 
through  the  same  channels  as  are 
iised  for  other  necessitous  citizens. 

In  respect  to  thr  Canadian  Insti- 
tute  for  the   Blind,   the   opinion   is 
expressed  that  the  title  and  control 
of  the  Institute  building  in  Winni-  I 
p^  should  be  placed  in  a  trustee- ' 
ship  In  Manitoba,  acceptable  to  the 
board  of  management  and  the  gov-  j 
ernment.  \ 

The  committee  recommended  also  i 
that  the  government  utilize  the  ex- 
isting   Welfare    Supei-vision    board. 


4--L9<^^    I  /XLy^:iA.^^:xJl— 


'Reception  Enjoyed  by  Blind 
Pepple^nd   Their    f-nends 

^jfc^^Tencbris  club  held  Its  final 
recAtlon^sr  honorary  members  end 
frietds,  a?*the  club  Is  now  merged 
lnt<\  the  newly  formed  Manitoba 
Lea^e  of  the  Blind,  on  Monday  eve- 
ning. 

The  reception  'Was  held  in  the  audi- 
torium of  the  Canadian  National  In- 
stitute of  the  Blind,  its  object  being 
to  give  the  blind  an  opportunity  of 
expressing  their  appreciation  to  the 
many  artists  and  friends  who  have 
entertained  and  assisted  them  during 
the  past  year. 

On.  this  occasion  the  programme 
WM  provided  by  blind  and  partially  i 
blind  members  of  the  community.! 
The  chairman  of  the  evening  waa 
Alex  Hossack,  assisted  by  A.  Ste-vart, 
the  president  of  the  Manitoba  League 
of  the  Blind.  Over  three  hundred 
were  in  attendance. 

After  the  programme,  refreshments ' 
were  served  under  the  convenors).  Ip 
of  Miss  Elsie  Ezart.  The  balance  of 
the  evening  was  spent  In  dancing, 
with  music  by  the  Minto  Lodge  or- 
chestra, under  the  leadership  of  A. 
Patterson. 

Those  contributing  to  the  pro- 
gramme were  Mlnto  Lodge  orchestra, 
Alex  Hossack,  Alex  Stewart,  children's 
chorus.  Miss  Agnes  McCullough,  Ber- 
tie Whitman,  Joseph  Aufrette,  Mrs. 
Klnlock,  Sherman  Gahn,  Annie  Vance, 
Laurence  Young.  Gladys  Dugdale, 
Edith  Packer,  Edwin  Arlt,  R.  Parker, 
Grace  Leaper,  Prank  Farmer,  May 
Reginbold,  George  Fountain,  Bessie 
C3old,  J.  Short,  John  Grausden,  Har- 
old Green,  Miss  D.  Russell  and  Charles  I 
Hetherlngton. 


PENSIONS  FOR 
ALL-frtfN^JN 
CANADA  URGED 

Resolution    Asl<s    Federal 

Government  for  Necessary 

Legislation 


The  federal  government  was 
wrged  to  introduce  legislation  to 
(provide  pensions  or  money  allow- 
Rnces  for  the  500  blind  of  Manitoba 
and  the  8,000  of  Canada  in  a  resolu- 
tion passed  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Canadian  Federation  of  the  Blind 
Tuesday  in  Wesley  college  convo- 
cation hall.  Copies  of  the  resolution 
will  be  sent  to  Hon.  R.  B.  Bennett, 
■T.  S.  Woodsworth,  M.P.,  and  W.  W. 
"Kennedy.  Bl  P. 

Judge  L.  St.  George  Stubbs  pi-e- 
sided  at  the  meeting  at  which  D. 
Baxter  Lawley,  travelling  secretiary 
■of  the  Canadian  Federation  of  the 
Blind,  was  the  principal  cpeaker. 
He  reported  on  the  recommendation 
of  a  special  committee  representing  ! 
provincial  and  municipal  govern- 
ments and  charitable  organizations 
of  the  province. 

The  recommendations  urged  the 
•Manitoba  legislature  to  again 
tuemoralize  the  federal  government 
'.fco  enact  pensions  for  civilian  blind 
persons  in  need. 

William  Ivens.  M.L.A.,  ur{>ed  the 
necessity  for  a  schood  of  the  Blind 
in   Manitoba.  r 

Sherman  Ghan  gavie  selections  or/ 
the  piano  and  piano  accordian.  Mr*. 
Ghan  and  Edwin  Arlt  presented 
B.  humorous  dialogue. 


Blind  Peopfe  to  Attend      * 
lal  Meeting  Monday 


iMonday  evening,  at  8  30  p.m., 
jw  aTtetetl  ng  in  the  Canadian  Na- 
tftnal  Institute  for  the  Blind  build- 

i«,    the    ci-.c^]fatii    .>'i4"lni- oiTcnirKT    -^iW 

be  Dr.  iTan'ey  Smith,  Mr.  Munroe  of 
the  Lions  club,  and  members  of  the 
federal  government,  who  vi'ill  bring 
first-hand  information  as  to  pro- 
gress made  at  Ottawa  in  reference 
to  pensions  for  the  blind. 

This  will  be  a  most  Important 
meeting  and  It  is  hoped  all  the  blind 
in  the  city  will  attend.  After  the 
business  meeting  a  short  programme 
will  be  presented,  followed  by  a 
dance,  music  being  provided  by  the 
Blue  Boys  orchestra,  under  the 
leadership  of  Sherman  Gan.  Re- 
freshments will  be  provided  by  the 
Woman's  axixillary  to  the  C.N.I.B. 


t^A*-* 
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IVENS  SEEKING 
PENSION   PLAN 
FORJHEBUND 

Legislature    Will  Be   Asked 
yjo  i^pproach  Federal 
Government 


Tme  Tl.] 


e  tl.L.P.    group    in    the     legis-  j 
lature  will  repeat  this  year  former  j 
attempts    to    prevail    upon   the    Do-  ; 
minion    government    to   inaugurate 
a  pension  scheme  for  blind  persons 
throughout   Canada.    Manitoba  has 
petitioned    the   federal    .^^overnrrent 
each  year  since  1926  to  this  end  but 
hitherto  without  success. 

A  resolution  wil  be  moved  in  the 
House  by  William  Iven-s  urging 
upon  the  federal  government  the 
increasing  urgent  necessity  for 
.such  a  pension  scheme  to  be 
flnanced  in  whole  or  in  part  by  the 
Dominion.  Mr.  Ivens  will  point  out 
i  in  his  resolution  that  the  prime 
minister  stated  last  year  there  was 
a  feeling  that  if  the  province  treat- 
ed the  blind  as  being  eligible  for 
pensions  before  the  age  of  70  and 
asked  for  co-operative  action  of  the 
Dominion  such  action  wou'd  be 
taken. 

The  prime  minister  said  at  the 
time,  however,  no  province  had 
made  such  a  request. 

Failing  action  by  the  fedei'al  gov- 
ernment, Mr.  Ivens  asks  the  legis- 
lature to  request  a  conference'  of 
federal  and  provincial  governments 
to  discuss  a  plan  and  to  evolve 
some  scheme  to  bring  pensioas  into 
existence. 


Mx^^ri 


'UL^i^y 


tion  in  Interest 
Blind  Folk  Proposed 


perative  action  by  the  Mani- 
toia  division  of  the  Federation  of  the 
Blmd  and  the  Manitoba  Institute  of 
,  the  Blind  has  been  proposed  by'  the 
I  former  organization, 
i  At  a  meeting  of  the  federation 
[Wednesday  night,  over  which  A.  B. 
Howe  presided,  it  was  annovuiced  that 
a  communication  had  been  forwarded 
to  the  board  of  nianagem.ent  of  the 
institute  suggesting  that  a  Joint  com- 
mittee be  formed  with  a  view  to 
establishing  a  basis  of  co-operation 
that  would  remove  confusion  in  thej 
public  mind.  | 

A  letter  from  J.  S.  Woodsworth>l 
M.P.,  was  read,  in  which  it  was  stated] 
there  was  no  possible  chance  of  fed-: 
oral  legislation  this  year  that  would] 
grant    pensions    to    the    blind. 

The  branch  unanimotisly  endorsed; 
an  Invitation  sent  to  headqtiartera  ] 
for  the  annual  conference  of  thej 
faderation  being  held  in  Winnlpegl 
tMs  summer.  J^ 


Hf 
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fKs  Meeting  of 

BLIND  AGREES  TO 
iMQDff>^flUESTs' 


Resolution  in  Line  With  State- 
ment by  Prime   Minister 
Bennett  Passed 


Immediate  amendment  of  the  Old 
Age  Pensions  act,  making  it  applicable 
to  blind  persons  at  an  earlier  age  and 
||ff(!ff!!fll!f^i*»^iore  liberal  amount 
Lhan  obtains  in  the  case  of  sighted 
persons,  was  urged  in  a  resolution 
unanimously  passed  at  a  mass  meet- 
ing of  the  blind  people  of  Winnipeg 
Saturday,  called  by  th«  United  Blind 
Pensions   committee.  i 

It  was  announced  that  a  statement 
had  been  made  by  Prime  Minister  R. 
B.  Bennett  to  the  effect  that  if  the 
provincial  legislatures  petitioned  for 
amendment  to  the  Old  Age  Pensions 
act,  to  Include  the  blind,  and  agreed 
to  Implement  such  legislation,  the 
government  would  be  favorably  dis- 
posed to  such  an  amendment. 

Copie.s    of    the    resolution    will    be 
orwarded    to    Mr.    Bennett    and    the 
.iremlers  of   all  provinces.     It  modi- 
fies requests  previously  made  by  the 
committee  In  view  of  the  difficulties 
iconfronting    governments. 
'    In  her  opening  remarks,  Mrs.  Ethel 
'Ezart,    who    presided,    explained    the 
reasons  for  calling  the   meeting    and 
the  necessity  for  unity  of   action  on 
tthe  part  of  all  interested  in  the  wel- 
fare of  the  blind.  , 
Major  E.  Plexman,  representing  the 
C.N. I.E.,     outlined   the   various   steps 
taken  by  the  Institute  over  a  period 
of  years,  to  bring  to  federal  and  pro- 
vincial  governments   a   realization   of 
their  responsibility  towards  the  blind 
oeople    in    Canada.     He    pointed    out 
the     wisdom   of   accepting  the   prime 
minister's    offer    to    bring    the    blind 
under  the  Old  Age  Pension  act  at  ani 
earlier  'age,   without  holding   out   fori 
additional  beneflte.  in  order  to  estab-j 
lish  the  principle  that  the  state  had 
,1   definite  responsibility  towards  the 
blind. 

Max  Stelnkopf  spoke  of  the  years 
of  hard  and  faithful  work  that,  the 
committee  had  put  in,  and  hoped 
that  they  would  continue  thrlr  ef- 
forts until  pen.5lons  had  been  ob- 
tained. 

The  secretary,  Mrs.  Jessie  Mac- 
lennan,  explained  that  It  had  be- 
come necessary  to  modify  former  re- 
quests because  of  existing  conditions. 


AsksMor  Pensions  for       ' 
11  Our  Need^  Blijui* 

Editor,  —  For  many  years 
jjd  people  of  Canada  have 
I  efforts  to  persuade  the 
.n^gi.™  aiiu-  provincial  governments 
I  to  enalt  legislation  granting  pensions 
■  to  llielcivilian  blind.  TheiManitoba 
provlnc^l  legislature  have  jqulte  re- 
cently memorialized  the  feieral  gov- 
ernment In  favor  of  such  legislation 
either  by  way  of  an  amertdment  to  I 
the  Old  Age  Pensions'  act,  fugigesting  | 
benefit  at  an  earlier  a»e  and  in 
more  liberal  amount,  or  Ihrough  a 
separate  Blind  Persons'  afct.  It  is 
known  that  ninety  per  coit.  of  the 
acU^It  blind  persons  in  (fenada  are 
either  unemployed  or  unftnployable, 
ariS  that  the  voluntary  institutioiis 
are  hopelessly  incapable  ti  their  ef-: 
foHs  to  cope  with  fnf  situation.: 
ThNwe  is  at  present  noJUirect  state! 
«ld  for  the  blind  in  Cfnada.  except 
thjj;  the  provincial  gpv|fnments  cover 
the  co.<^tE  of  elementary  education  in 
epeclali  schools  for  the  blind.-  On 
every  .aand  we  find  blindness  and 
pijverty  closel-  linked  together  mak- 
ing the  struggle  of  our  sightless; 
people   a   terrible  tragedy.  I 

During  the  last  few  years  count- 
I'iss  petitions  have  been  sent  to  Ot- 
tawa by  various  organizations 
throughout  the  Dominion,  praying 
for  legislation  granting  pensions  to 
the  blind,  and  it  is  dlfflcvUt  to 
understand  the  cruel  delay  of  the 
federal  government.  It  has  been  re- 
ported that  Premier  R.  B.  Bennett 
v,^has  stated  that  his  government 
■v;ould  consider  an  amendment  to 
the  Old  Age  Pensions  act,  providing 
the  provinces  were  In  favor  of  such 
amendment  and  pressed  for  same.  It 
is  understood  that  the  two  national, 
"oodles,  the  Canadian  National  In-. 
stltute  for  the  Blind  and  the  Cana-j 
dian  Federation  of  the  Blind,  are  In 
a'^reement  as  to  the  urgent  need  of 
granting  pensions  to  all  needy  blind 
.persons  over  the  age  of  21  years,  and 
the  time  is  now  opportune  when 
these  two  organizations  should  be 
worklno-  strenuou.sly  together  at  Ot- 
tawa to  obtain  legislation  towarc".s 
this  end.  The  Mnnltoba  legislature 
Is  to  be  commended  on  passlni);  un- 
animously the  resolution  moved  by 
Wm.  Ivens,  M.L.A.,  urging  immediate 
federal  action  and  expressing  will- 
ingness on  the  part  of  the  province 
to  bear  a  proportion  ■  of  the  cost  of 
the  much  needed  legi.slatlon. 

At  a  meetlns;  held  in  the  Institute 
for  Blind  building  on  April  16,  called 
for  the  purpose  of  affording  an  op- 
portunity to  blind  persons  to  express 
their  views  on  pensions,  considerable 
opposition  was  expre?.scd  by  several 
blind  speakers  a?al,nst  the  idea  of 
old  age  penslon,s  for  the  blind  as 
suggested  in  a  resolution  submitted 
to  the  meeting.  After  amending 
such  resolution  with  the  words  "ni 
more  liberal  amount  and  at  an 
earlier  age,"  the  resolution  was  pass- 
ed with"  a  vote  of  twenty  in  favor 
and  ten  against.  Some  protests  were 
also  voiced  against  sending  such  a 
resolution  to  the  federal  and  pro- 
vincial premiers,  on  the  ground  that 
such  action  could  only  tend  to  pro- 
mote confusion,  owln?;  to  the  uni- 
form memorialli'atlons  now  being 
made  by  the  various  provincial  legis- 
latures. Such  protests  were  over- 
ruled by  the  secretary  and  chairman 
of  the  meeting,  who  are  members  of 
a  united  ccinmittee,  supposedly  rep- 
i-esentine  the  blind  of  Manitoba. 


I  There  are  aijproximateiy '  aw  aduH 
blind  persons  in  Manitoba,  40  of 
whom  are  employed  In  remunerative 
occupations,  with  only  a  portion  of 
the  latter  number  self-supporting.  Tt 
Is'  distressing  to  read  in  our  local 
press  from  time  to  tim«  the  rerwrts 
regardini^  the  economic  value  of  In- 
dustrial "training  for  the  blind,  for 
It  Is  well  known  by  those  who  are 
near  the  work,  that  very  few  blind 
persons  can  be  trained  to  the  stand- 
ard of  efficiency  that  will  enable 
I  them  to  compete  with  the  sighted. 
'Blindness  is  sometimes  referred  to 
carelessly  as  onlv  a  handlcan.  where-  . 
as  It  Is  In  truth  a  grave  disability, 
and  when  coupled  with  extreme  pov- 
ertv  and  hardship  it  becomes  a  ter- 
rible tragedy.  The  blind  do  noj 
crave  for  sympathy:  they  plead  and 
pray  for  helo  while  the  federal 
premier  and  his  cabinet  lend  on.y 
a  deaf  ear.  It  is  high  time  that 
Cam  da  should  follow  the  examole 
^et  bv  all  other  British  dominions 
the  united  States,  and  other  coun- 
tries bv  pivlns:  to  our  blind  civilian.? 
the  pensions  for  which  they  so 
^nestly  ple^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^^^      | 

Winnipeg,  April  2.5. 
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ann  Programme 
roceeds  for  the  Blind 


] 


Jiumaan    programme    will 
pntOT  at  a  meeting  of  tlie  Asslnl- 
;         Entertainment         Cliapter,! 
J,E.,  at  the  home  of  Mr".  Arthur 
■Henlfrson.   Monday   evening.        TheJ 
essay  which  received  the  prize  aw.ird- 
^A.  by  the   chapter,  will   be  read   by 
„the   winner,   Margarite   Grant  Drum- 
mond,    who    will    al.so    slug    three   o. 
'the  composer's  songs.  The  other  con- 
tributors to  the  programme  are  Olga 
Iri-in,    vocalist:    Gladys   Miller.    Beui 
'cdll   and   Mrs.   Henderson,   pianists; 
>«irli    there    is    to    be    a    dance    en- 
lit\d  'Sos'lrg."  compo.sed  and  Inter- 
p-plid  bv  Alloc  M.  Weir. 


PLAM  SPRING  SAI.E       ' 
WORK  OFJBLINU 

fte  j^lng  sale  of  goods  made  by 
till  Winnipeg  nllnd  will  be  held  in 
thl  Canadian  Natloral  Institute  for 
the  Blind.  Portage  avenue  at  Sher- 
burn  street,  opening  next  Saturday 
morning  and  continuing  for  one 
week,  closing  the  evening  of  May  14. 
This  sale  is  sponsored  by  the  Wo- 
men's auxiliary  to  the  institute,  as-, 
sisted  by  the  different  church  socle- 
ties,  and  other  Winnipeg  women's 
organizations.  ^ 
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BUND  PERSONS  OF  CITY 
HONOR  A.  D.  HOSSACK 


A.  D.  Hossaok.  placement  officer 
of  the  Canadian  National  Institute 
for  the  Blind,  was  presented  with  a 
case  of  siilver  at  a  meeting  of  blind 
people  at  the  home  of  Major  and 
Mrs.  Ernest  Flexman,  Saturday 
evening,  Mrg,  Ethel  Ezart  was 
chairman. 

The  presentation  was  made  as  a 
token  of  esteem  on  Mr.  Hossack's 
twenty-fifth  wedding  anniversary. 
Miss  A.  McCullough  mad©  the 
presentation. 

A  resolution  of  sympathy  to 
(Major  FIsxman  in  his  illness  was 
paaiwdi^  Major  Ftejtman.  manager 
of  the  Canadian  National  Institute 
for  the  Blind,  has  been,  in  hospital 
for  some  time. 
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WOMEN  SPONSOR 
SAL&><^F  GOODS 
lE  BY  BLIND 


ketry,   brooms,     garments      and 
/nitte«   wear   will    be    offered   In   the 
jfarious   departments    of    the    sale    of 
lloods  made  by  the  blind  of  Greater 
Vinnipeg   which   will   open   Saturday 
id  be  continued  until  the  foUowln.'^ 
iturday  at  the  Blind  Institute,  For- 
ge avenue,  at  aherburn  street,  un- 
der the  auspices  of  the  Women's  aux- 
|mary   to  the   Cauaaian   Institute   for 
'  the  Blind. 

Afternoon  tea  will  to«  served  each 
day  by  members  of  the  auxiliary,  cf. 
which  Mrs.  Donald  Mclntyre  Is  presi- 
ident.  Mrs.  Herbert  Christie  and  Mr;. 
J.  H.  Lawrence  are  general  convener... 
Mrs.  H.  A.  Robson  aud  Miss  C.  E. 
Rea  will  be  In  charge  of  tea  room' 
arrangements.  The  Great  West  Lif3 
Girls'  club,  the  Woodside  Service  cluhl 
and  the  Young  Women's  Conservative ' 
club  will  act  as  hostesses  in  the  tea 
itoom  Saturday  afternoon  from  3  to 
6  o'cloclc. 

Mrs.  C.  C.  Ferguson  and  Mrs.  Her- 
bert Sellers'  will  be  sales  conveners 
for  the  day,  assisted  by  Mrs.  H.  M. 
Tucker,  Mrs.  Nell  John  MacLcau. 
Mrs.  A.  M.  L.  Long,  Mrs.  J.  G.  D.Tgc. 
Mrs.  W.  E.  Reid,  Mrs.  R.  B.  Gumming. 
[Mrs.  Spurgeon  Campbell,  Mrs.  A.  B. 
Stovel,  Mrs.  A.  Shapiro,  Mrs.  H.  Alp- 
srstein,  Mrs.  H,  A.  Robson,  Mrs.  MriX 
Stelnkopf.  Mrs.  Robert  Welch,  Mrs. 
Charles  Maybee,  Mrs.  E.  C.  McFadden. 
Mrs.  F.  E.  Warriner.  Mrs.  R.  N.  Mc- 
Kinnon,  Mi-s.  W.  Mellor  and  Mis^ 
Hazel   Matchett.  / 
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Anglican  Women  to  Be 
urge  of  Tea  Room\ 
ring  Sal^  of  BUM 


he  spring  sale  of  ^ds  made  by 
the'  blind,  which  is  in  progress  all 
week  at  the  Canadian  National  Inst!- 
itu.te  for  the  blind,  will  cio.?e  Satur- 
day. 

Today  the  women  of  all  the 
Anglican  churches  of  greater  Winni- 
peg will  be  hostesses  in  the  tea-room, 
under  the  convenership  of  Mrs.  w 
Harvey  Smith,  who  is  an  honorary 
president  of  the  Women's  auxiliary 
to  the  Canadian  National  Institute 
for  the  Blind. 

In  the  salesroom  Mrs.  r.  r  Wil- 
son and  Mis.  John  Birt  will  take 
charge,  a.-sisted  by  the  following 
{,.'■  ^^'■«-  Al«x  Melville,  Mrs.  W  E  I— ^ 
Milner,  Mrs.  James  G.  Da^"  Mrs' 
Harry  Bell,  Mrs.  W.  Sanford^Evansi 
Spurgeon        Campbell,        Mrs 


Mrs. 

Samuel     Wilson.     Mrs.     Roy     Milner 
Mrs.    G.   A.    Wan-ington,    Mrs.    H     M 
iSpeechly,    Mrs.    W.    M.    Dawson,    Mrs' 
^;c    o    l°'''^^^'    Mrs.    N.    Heinbecker; 
Mrs.  R.  B.  Cumming,  Mrs,  A.  E    Clif- 
ton, Mrs.  c.  M.  Scott,  Mrs.  Lome  St 
.John,  Mrs.  J.   e.  Robertson.   Mrs    w 
G.  Campbell  and  MI&3  Francis  Wilson' 
I     Pre-sidlng     in      the      tea-room      on 
Anglican     day     will     he     Mrs    r    o 
Stringer.    Mrs.    S.    P.   Matheson,    Mr=^' 
D.   A.   Macdonald,   Mrs.   Ralph   Webb 
[Mrs.    T.    V.    Anderson.      Mrs.      J       \' 
[Machray.  Mrs.  Henry  Martin,  Mr's    g' 
A.  Wells  and  Miss  G.  MiOard 

Assistants  in  the  tea-room'  will   be 
Mrs.    A.    Clements,   Mrs.    F.    Hallman 
'Mrs.   Woods    Hicks,     Mrs.    C.   A     Mac- 
Kenzie.   Mrs.   F.   l.   Orde,   Mrs    W     G 
Thomas.    Mrs.    T.     English.    Mrs     W 
Rollerson.    Mrs.    P.    w.    Ellis,    Miss   m' 
Hawes.  Miss  L.  Powell,  Mrs.  A.  Down 
Mrs.  ■r.  w.  James,  Mrs.  G.  M.  Hubbs! 
Mrs.  J.  G.  Barker.  Mrs.  H.  Halls,  Mrs 
R.    A.    Nix.    Mrs.    J.    A.    Thome.    Mrs. 
H.    M     Maguire,    Mrs.    j.    w.    Curdv. 
Mrs.  S.  Ward.  Mrs.  H.  Victor  Copley 
Mrs.   H.   Campbell    Grant.   Mrs    j    a 
Macdougall,    Mrs.    j.    Whittaker.    Mrs' 
J.    B.    Vikers,    Mrs.    E,    Jones.    Mrs     M 
Mulley,  Mrs.  R.  Bramwell,  Mrs.  W    H 
Rowland.   Miss   M.   Elmes.   njf=.   j    w' 
Beatty,  Mrs.   Geo,   Herron.  *s    f    G 


Walker,  Mrs. 

Mcintosh,  Mrs.  Foot,  Mrs.  Harold 
Potter,  Mr.s.  J.  E.  Davies,  Mrs.  T.  U. 
Rathjen.  Mr.s.  S.  Robinson.  Mr.s.  C". 
L.  Thrlnr.  Mr.«.  j.  h.  Cotter,  Mr,; 
John  Gerrard.  Mrs.  A,  MacLean,  Mrt. 
J.  C.  Gillespie,  Mrs.  R.  B.  Pratt,  Mr3, 
H.  B.  Boby,  Mr.«,  E.  Reynolds,  Mrs, 
J.  L.  I,awson,  Mrs.  H.  McCartney. 
Mrs.  E.  P.  Els«ey,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Boyd. 
Mrs,  C.  L.  McCrea,  Mrs.  C.  E.  Mac- 
Pherson,  Mrs.  H.  B.  Cha.se,  Mrs.  L.  C. 
Rumsey,  Mrs.  R.  O.  Taylor,  Mrs.  W. 
McConnell,  Mrs.  W,  Smvth,  Mrs.  C,  D 
Ccrbould,  Mrs.  J.  w,  E.  Armstrona, 
Mrs.  T,  H.  Rhodes,  Mrs.  A.  Wllbra'- 
ham,  Mrs.  H.  M.  Hoover,  Mrs.  J  j 
Bincher,  Mrs.  W.  Ward,^'' Mrs,  P,  C.I 
Lock,     Mrs.     H.     Sher^(^re,     Mrs.     R, 


Park,  Mrs.  Tipeler,  Mrs.  H.  Mulllns, 
Mrs.  J.  Linfield,  Mrs.  F.  Searle,  Miss 
Mary  Matheson  and  Miss  Ruth  Wells. 
A  chorus  composed  of  blind  girls 
and  blind  men  will  render  selections. 
Mrs.  Alex.  Melville  as  accompanist. 
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Tea  Hostesses 
For  Blind  Sale 
I     On  Opening  Day 

AT  the  spring  sale  of  goods  made 
■^*-  by  the  blind,  Saturday,  the 
Great-West  Life  Girls'  club,  the 
Young  ■Women's  Conservative  club 
and  the  Woodaide  Service  club  will 
be  hostesses  in  the  tea  room. 

Miss  Edith  Motley  is  president  of 
the  Great-West  Life  Girls'  club- 
Miss  Dorothy  Dagg  of  the  Young 
Women's  Conservative  club  and 
Mrs.  A.  W.  Fordham.  of  the  Wood- 
aide  Service  club. 

Presiding  over  the  tea  equipage 
will  be   Mrs.   G.  V.  Hastings,  Mrs. 
H,  W.  Manning,  Mrs.  A.  J.  D   Mor- 
gan,  Mrs.   P.  D.   MacCharles,  Mrs 
Smith     ^"'^^^^    *"'^    ^^-    Sidney 
Assisting  In  the  tea  room  will  be 
the  Misses  Pearl  Lapp,  Grace  Knew- 
stub,  Mary  Woods,  Eileen  Carroll 
Rosina  Buckingham,  Audrey  Flook' 
Ruby    Flett,    Margaret    Hamilton.' 
Peggy    Belch  em,    Emily    Johnson 
Dons  Tolhngtin,  Betty  Malkin,  and 
members  of  the  Woodside  Service 
elub  and   Young  Women's  Conser- 
vative club. 
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Ca^ifiianv^tional  Institute' 
OJficers  t»resent  Encour- 


aging Reports 


Substantial  progress  w%^  made  by, 
the  Canadian  National  ^stitute  for  ] 
the  Blind  in  the  ^estem  Division, 
Alberta  and  Britjai  Columbia,  ac- 
cording to  reporlg.>uWnitted  to  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  board  of 
management  of  the  Institute  held 
recently. 

As  in  other  spheres  of  life,  the 
i  Institute  has  found  itself  in  the 
throes  of  the  financial  depression, 
but  nevertheless  the  members  of  the 
organization  have  given  their  con- 
scientious support  to  all  matters 
concerning  the  welfare  of  the  Insti- 
tute. 

SOCIAL  ACTIVITY 

Perhaps  the  most  marked  advance 
during  the  year  ended  March  31, 
1932,  has  been  in  social  activity  and, 
especially  In  Vancouver  has  this  ad- 
vance been  noticeable  with  the  for- 
mation of  an  entertainment  club, 
which  has  given  many  hours  of 
pleasure  to  the  blind  in  that  city, 
one  of  the  reports  states. 

NEW  OFFICERS 

The  following  officers  were  elected 
for  the  current  year:  Rev.  C.  C. 
Owen,  honorary  chairman;  Charles 
Murphy,  chairman;  Fred  Landsberg, 
Victoria,  vice-chairman;  E.  W. 
Lamphrey,  treasurer,  and  E.  S. 
Robinson,  honorary  secretary. 

In  his  report,  the  honorary  treas- 
urer submitted  a  financial  statement 
which  showed  that  the  Western 
Division  was  in  a  sound  financial 
position  and  also  that  cash  benefits 
accruing  to  the  blind,  through  the 
activities  of  the  Institute,  amoimted 
to  more  than  $50,000.  It  was  also 
shown  that  there  had  been  a  sub- 
stantial decrease  in  operating  ex- 
penses of  both  the  broom  and  the 
basketry  factories.  ' 

EMPLOYMENT   FIGURES 

Reports  were  received  and  adopted 
from  the  Alberta  and  British  Co- 
lumbia executive  ofiQces  and  the 
Supervisor  of  Placement.  The  latter 
department  now  provides  employ- 
ment for  eighteen  blind  men  and 
women,  with  an  approximate  net 
yearly  earning  of  $15,900.  J.  F. 
Clunk  is  the  Supervisor  of  Place- 
ment. Other  reports  included  one 
from  the  broom  and  basketry  fac- 
tory, which  detailed  the  sales  for 
the  past  year,  and  there  was  a  re- 
port from  the  fleldworkers  depart- 
ment which  dealt  with  relief,  home 
teaching   and  prevention  of  blind- 


ness. The  superintendent's  report 
dealt  with  the  activities  of  the  In- 
stitute during  1931-32.  In  the  re- 
port he  recommended  that  the  com- 
ing year  be  largely  devoted  to  the  I 
maintenance  of  present  services, 
and  that  of  expansion  of  activities 
be  confined  entirely  to  those  of  ur- 
gent necessity. 

The  income  to  the  Western  Divi-, 
sion,  which  is  composed  of  British! 
Columbia  and  Alberta,  amoimted 
to  $45,310.07,  received  by  way  of 
government  subsidies,  Vancouver 
Welfare  Federation  and  donations 
from  fraternal  organizations,  muni- 
cipalities and  individuals.  Out  of 
this  amount  the  sum  of  $35,986,13 
was  expended  on  direct  benefits  toJ 
the  blind.  >^ 
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BLIND  DISPLAY 
DRAWS  INTEREST 


Vork  In  City  Will  Close 
-Methods  of  Teat-h- 
Explained 


The  display  of  work  being  shown 
by  blind  people  of  Victoria  in  the 
windows  ol  IHU  Vlulwia  Art  Gallery 
and  Bazaar  will  close  tomorrow. 
Throughout  the  week  Victorians 
who  have  witnessed  the  work  per- 
formed by  the  sightless  have  mar- 
veled at  the  accuracy  with  which 
they  work  and  have  puixhased  a 
number  of  articles  which  are  for 
sale  in  the  store.  The  manner  of 
teaching  the  blind  this  hand  work 
was  explained  by  Fred  Landsberg, 
director  of  the  Victoria  branch  of 
the  Institute  for  the  Blind. 

Miss  D.  G.  Stark,  of  1789  Rock- 
land Avenue,  who  is  blind,  is  the 
field  worker  for  Victoria  and  Van- 
couver Island,  and  spends  her  time, 
visiting  homes  in  the  district  teach- 
ing the  sightless  the  Braille  system,  | 
Moon  type  system,  bead  work,  mak- 
ing of  leather  goods,  making  brcoms, 
door  mats  and  cane  seating  fori 
chairs. 

According  to  Miss  Stark  her  I 
pupils  require  only  half  a  dozen 
lessons  before  becoming  adapted  to 
the  art. 

Persons  desiring  to  obtain  prod- 
ucts  made   by   the   blind   may   get 

I  them  from  Miss  Stark  or  from  A. 

H.  Crocker,  1040  Claire  Street.  Hope 
'brand   brooms,  made   by  the  blind, 

may    be    obtained   from    any    local 

merchant. 


WORK  OF  BLIND 


y^ictorians  Inspect  Display  of 
icles    Manufactured    by 
Sightless 


Graphically  demonstrating  what 
can  be  accomplished  in  the  interest 
of  those  who  cannot  see,  malting 
them  more  or  less  independent  of 
charity,  the  exhibition  now  being 
sponsored  by  the  CanadiauJSaiiMBaA 
Iiistitute  f"f  \,\}''  Riimi.ftJL.t^ia  comer 
of  ±jroacl  a!nd  View  Streets,  is  some- 
what of  a  revelation  to  all  who  are 
not  familiar  with  the  methods  usu- 
[ally  employed  to  make  the  lot  of  the 
] sightless  just  a  little  bit  smoother 
and  happier  than  it  could  possibly 
have  been  under  circumstances  pre- 
vailing only  a  comparatively  short 
time  ago. 

The  making  of  brooms  and  the 
weaving  of  baskets,  the  manufac- 
ture and  sale  of  which  keep  the  fac- 
tory operating  in  Vancouver,  is  il- 
lustrated by  hands  as  adept  as  any 
directed  by  sight,  while  many  ob- 
jects, attesting  to  what  can  be  ac- 
complished through  careful  teach- 
ing, are  displayed.  These  include 
shopping  bags,  bead  baskets,  chil- 
.dren's  toys,  whisk  brooms  in  leather 
cases,  ash  trays  and  rubber  mats, 
'all  of  which  are  for  sale.  The 
brooms  are  only  sold  through  deal- 
ers, more  than  1,000  dozen  a  month 
being  turned  out,  keeping  nineteen 
blind  men  continually  employed. 
WON   CARD    GAME 

Copies  of  magazines  and  books 
published  for  the  blind  are  also 
on  exhibition,  all  illustrating  the 
Braille  system,  which  enables  the 
reader  to  follow  the  lines  of  raised 
characters  through  the  sense  oif 
touch.  Playing  cards,  also  for  the 
blind,  have  the  characters  denoting 
their  denomination  at  certain 
comers,  allowing  the  player  to  de- 
termine what  cards  he  is  handling 
very  quickly,  and  in  a  game  of 
cribbage  played  between  L.  H. 
Crocker  and  an  opponent  who  had 
the  advantage  of  two  good  eyes, 
the  former  was  the  winner.  The 
progress  of  the  game  proved  to  be 
of  great  interest  to  a  number  of 
spectators. 

Miss  D.  G.  Stark,  who  is  the 
field  worker,  or  visiting  teacher  of 
tlie  institute,  and  trains  the  blind 
people  in  their  homes,  is  accom- 
plishing a  great  good,  and  explains 
the  methods  employed  to  all  who 
are  interested.  With  C.  Braw^n,  the 
factory  manager,  she  is  in  Victoria 
during  the  demonstrations,  which 
will  continue  until  Saturday,  while 
Fred  Landsberg,  who  is  at  the  head 
of  the  Victoria  committee  and  an 
ardent  worker  on  behalf  of  British 
Columbia's  sightless,  is  ever  ready 
to  gratefully  acknowledge  contribu- 
tions from  kindly  disposed  friends. 


Monthly  Meeting  of 
Institute  for  Blind 
Held  in  t^ancoiiver 


in 

Jthly  meeting  of  the^ 
of  Ifanagement,  Western  Di-j 
Cfladian  National  Institute] 
.».  ...^  Jlind,  was  held  at  Vancou-* 
ver  recently.  It  was  reported  that 
during  the  past  two  months  twenty- 
seven  new  cases  had  been  reported 
to  the  Vancouver  office  and  six  new 
cases  to  the  Victoria  home  teacher. 
Many  additional  requests  for  finan- 
cial assistance  and  clothing  have 
been  received  from  necessitous  blind 
people,  and  in  order  to  meet  this 
and  other  demands,  it  was  deemed 
.necessary  to  reduce  the  salaries  of 
!the  staff,  such  reduction  to  be  in 
line  with  that  made  in  the  case  of 
Provincial  civil  service  employees. 
'  Mr.  Brown,  manager  of  the  broom 
factory,  reported  on  the  success  of 
ithe  exhibits  of  handicrafts  by  the 
blind  in  Victoria,  at  which  different 
handicrafts  were  exhibited. 

Arrangements  have  been  com- 
pleted with  Women's  Institutes  and 
I,O.D.E.  Chapters  in  the  interior  | 
whereby  consignments  of  basketry  i 
I  and  other  handicrafts  made  by  the 
blind  will  be  sold.  It  is  hoped  sim^- 
lllar  arrangements  will  be  com- 
pleted with  these  organizations  o^n 
Vancouver  Island.  ■ 
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Atlts  for  Pensions  for 
I  €l    i  the  Canadian  Blind^ 

To  The  Editor,— On  January  13,  j 
1930,  a  group  of  citizens  met  with 
the  Canadian  National  Institute  lor 
the  Ji4B«i<-to  assist  the  blind  people 
v.bo  for  11  years  had  been  striving 
,.,  hrouse  public  opinion  to  the  great 
L.fcU    of    pensions   for    the    blind. 

It  had  alwnys  been  stated  by  gov- 
( lament  repre.?entatives  that  after 
old  age  pen.'ions  had  been  granted, 
conMderatlon  -would  be  given  to  the 
need  of  pensions  for  the  blind.  Thli 
having  become  an  accomplished  fact. 
It  Avas  felt  that  united  effort  should 
be  put  forth  to  arouse  public  opinion 
[to  the  great  need  of  ""^^  pre^nue 
ibeine  put  into  operation  for,  the  blind 
people   in  Canada. 

The  blind  in  Great  Britain  were 
brought  under  the  operation  of  the 
Old  Age  Pension  act  at  the  aa«  f' 
'CO  instead  of  70  in  1920,  and  thlv 
together  with  voluntary  aid,  has  done 
a  great  deal  to  ameloriatc  the  con- 
dition of  the  blind  in  Great  Britain. 
Both  Australia  and  New  Zealand. 
as  well  a,s  some  of  the  Europe.xn 
coxintrie.'!,  have  provided  pension.s  for 
■heir  blind  people, 

A  committee  was  formed,  com- 
posed of  representatives  of  the  Lux- 
in-Tenebris  club,  an  organization  or 
blind  people  in  Winnipeg,  the  Can- 
adian Federation  of  the  Blind,  the 
Canadian  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind  and  citizens  of  Winnipeg,  who 
banded  themselves  to  continue  their 
efforts  until  pension.s  were  obtained. 
Partly  to  the  work  done  by  this 
committee,  the  Manitoba  legi-slature 
pas.sed  a  resolution  asking  the  federal 
government  to  provide  a  measure  ol 
state  aid  for  the  blind  people  of  the 
Dominion  In  1930,  and  again  In  1931. 
agreed  aUo  to  bear  their  share  of  tne 
tinanclal  cost  of  such   a  measure. 

The  committee  then  approached 
the  other  provincial  governments 
throughout  Canada,  and  as  a  result 
the  government  of  the  province  of 
Saskatchewan  have  al-so  signified 
Iheir  willingness  to  co-operate  witii 
the  federal  government  In  such  a 
measure. 

The  government  of  Alberta  have 
r.l«o  aereed  and  it  is  expected  that 
the  government  of  British  Columbia 
will  do  so  at  the  next  session. 

Answering  a  delegation  of  blind 
people  l£i*«  se.s-slon.  Mr.  Bennett 
prime  miui.ster  of  Canada,  stated  that 
•if  and  when  the  provincial  legisla- 
tures petitioned  for  an  amendment 
to  the  Old  Age  Pension  act  of  Canada 
and  agreed  to  Implement  such  legis- 
lation, the  government  would  be 
favorably    disposed. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  at  the  next 

[meeting  of   the  provincial  legislature 

this    cndorsation     will     be     obtained 

from     the     provinces     now     working 

'  luider  the  operation   of  the  Old   A^e 

i  Pension     act,     definite     .steps     .«ihould 

row  be  taken  throughout  Canada  to 

impress  upon  the  federal  government 

that  this  is  a  measure   which  meets 

I  With   approval. 

The  United  Blind  Pensions  Com- 
1  mittee   of   Manitoba, 

(MRS.)   JESSIE  MACLENNAN. 

correspondent   Secretary, 
Winnipeg,  Sept.  6,   1932. 


SIGHT  RESf  ORED 
^  P  B.C.  OCULIST 

Cana^an   Institute    for   Blind,  .gc- 

ceives  Interesiing  'ILeitcr  Paying 

Tribute  to  Modern  Science 


J/^ 


The  thrilling  joy  experienced  by 
one  who  had  been  blind  for  years, 
and  whose  sight  was  restored  as  the 
result  of  fnodern  science  and  the 
skill  of  a  British  Columbia  oculist, 
was  expressed  in  a  unique  letter  re- 
ceived by  M,  C.  Robinson,  superin- 
tendent of  the  Western  Division, 
Canadian  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind. 

j  This  letter  was  read  at  the  Sep- 
tember board  meeting  of  the  West- 
ern division  of  the  institute  at  Van- 
couver. It  was  with  great  satisfac- 
tion that  the  board  members  learned 
of  the  hope  which  had  come  to  the 
soul  of  this  blind  woman  when  the 
service  of  home  teaching  had  been 
extended  to  her  by  the  institute  and 
which  resulted  in  her  reading  in- 
telligently by  means  of  the  Braille 
system;  and  later  she  found  the 
free  library  service  such  a  constant 
source  of  pleasure. 

She  also  referred  to  the  assistance 
she  had  received  through  free  trans- 
portation on  the  B.C.  Electric  Rail- 
way, and  to  the  satisfaction  and  in- 
dependence which  had  been  hers  as 
the  result  of  the  institute  providing 
her  with  means  of  employment 
which  assured  her  of  an  adequate 
livelihood.  The  letter  contained  ref- 
erence to  the  pleasure  she  had  de- 
rived through  the  free  theatre 
passes  given  by  the  Famous  Play- 
ers' Corporation  and  administered 
by  the  institute.  Most  of  all,  per- 
haps, she  had  appreciated  the  per- 
sonal interest  and  assistance  ren- 
dered in  her  domestic  problems, 
which  had  proved  such  a  source  of 
comfort.  The  deepest  gratitude  was 
expressed  for  the  help  given  throtigh 
th«  institute's  prevention  of  blind- 
ness department. 

VICTORIA  CASE 
It  was  also  reported  that  an  in- 
teresting Victoria  case  has  lately 
come  to  the  attention  of  the  insti- 
tute: That  of  a  young  man,  partly 
paralyzed  from  childhood,  unable  to' 
walk  and  having  the  use  of  only  one ' 
hand.  In  spite  of  this  handicap  he 
was  anxious  to  learn  some  handi- 
craft to  occupy  his  time.  Being  of 
an  extremely  nervous  temperament, 
lit  was  not  thought  advisable  to  at- 
tempt teaching  him  Braille.  He  ha^ 
bravely  persevered  to  make  netted 
bags  on  a  wooden  frame.  He  has 
jjust  completed  his  first  bag,  and 
jthis  simple  accomplishment  has 
brought  to  him  a  great  deal  of 
pleasure.  A  pupil  of  the  School  for 
the  Blind  at  Vancouver,  while  spend- 
ing the  holidays  with  his  parents  in 
Victoria,  learned  to  make  rubber 
mats,  and  thus  earned  sufficient 
money  to  buy  himself,  necessary 
clothing. 

Fred  Landsberg,  vice-chairman  of 
the  Western  division  board  of  man- 
agement, reported  that  the  sales  of 
work  done  by  the  blind  at  the  re- 
cent exhibition  at  Victoria  were 
most  satisfactory. 
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Manitoba  Blmd -Praise 
/v^tiforts  of  A.  E.  Rowland 

I'h/t'  ihe  blind  should  always 
sj^at  with  one  voice  w^en  ap- 
proaching: governments  for  aid  was 
urged  by  Dr.  Robert  Fletcher,  pre- 
siding Monday  at  the  regular 
weekly  meeting  of  rthe  Manitoba 
League  for  the  Blind. 

A.  E.  Rowland,  chairman  of  the 
board  of  managers  of  the  Canadian 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
was  the  recipient  of  a  presentation 
as  a  taken  of  appreciation  of  the 
great  Interest  he  has  for  long 
shown  In  the  welfare  of  the  blind. 

Dr,  Fletcher,  who  was  presented 
with  an  honorary  membership  In 
the  leagxie,  congratulated  those  pre- 
sent on  the  spirit  of  unity  a-nd  co- 
operation shown.  He  urged  that 
the  same  spirit  of  unity  be  carried 
into  all  negotiations  of  the  blind  In 
the  course  of  improving  their  con- 
ditions. 

A  musical  program  was  provided 
by  the  Rounid-Up  Rangers  and  by 
Frank  Todd,  who  contributed  sev- 
eral vocaJ  solos. 
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Jon,  Oct,  6. — George  Wells. 
fl#J  fepi'eiseritatlva  for  the  central 
w^tern  liiviiiou  of  the  CanhtUsin  Na- 
tional Institute  tor  the  BllHti,  is  in 
Brandon  aoUclting  aid  for  the  insti- 
tute. He  states  that  the  institute 
estoblishcg  ounci  citizens  in  business 
for  ilicuisclve=,  provides  home  leach- 
ing lor  sightless  people  and  \nstruct.s 
thtni  in  handcrafts.  Also  they  keep 
a  library  anci  provide  books  for  the 
'Olliid. 
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Hive  of  Industry  With 
Happiness  as  Keynote 


'New    Product 


I 


fs  to  be  Aided  by  Teas 
Throughout  the 
Week 


"'T^HE  curse  of  blindnes.s  is  not 
A  blindness  but  idleness,"  said 
Helen  Keller,  and  the  truth  fo  her 
statement  has  been  applied  to  the 
organization  of  the  Canadian  Na- 
tional Institute  for  the  Blind.  The 
central  and  western  division 
branch  on  Portage  ave.  is  there- 
fore a  hive  of  industry. 

Today  and  all  next  week  the  an- 
nual series  of  fall  teas  at  the  In- 
I  stitute     to     be     held     under     the 
auspices    of    various     church     and 
'  club  societies  will  take  place.  Hun- 
I  dreds  of  visitors  will  see  for  them- 
I  selves    what    the    blind    are    doing 
and    will    contribute    to    their   sup- 
port. 

There  is  a  sewing  room  full  of 
blind  people  running  machines, 
threading  the  needle,  and  putting 
neat  binding  on  the  edges  of  gar- 
ments. All  are  intently  occupied, 
alert  to  the  step  of  visitors,  but 
unceasing  in  their  application.  One 
or  two  sighted  persons  ate  there, 
too,  cutting  out  the  .smocks  and 
house  dresses,  and  pinning  on  in- 
tricate collars  end  pockets.  Once 
it  is  placed,  the  blind  sevv-er  can 
stitch  the  pocket  on  the  smock. 
Remarkable  is  your  only  v/ord  for 
it,  as  you  watch  the  process. 

In  the  factory  where  brooms  of 
every  description  are  being  rapidly 
turned  out  is  an  interesting  de- 
partment. The  seeds  are  removed 
from  the  corn  by  machine,  and  the 
blind  operator  knows  how  far  his 
hand  may  safely  advance  by  the 
feel  of  a  board  protection;  the 
handles  are  attached  and  the  wire 
bound  round.  At  this  stsge  the 
broom  is  round  in  shape,  like  the 
I  Hallowe'en  v.itchs'  brooms  for 
sweeping  the  cobwebs  from  the 
sky.  Another  machine  flattens  the 
bibom,  thread.'^  red  and  green 
string  in  the  top,  and  trims  off 
the  ends.  The  label  on  the  handle 
proclaims  it  a  product  of  the  blind. 
And  Major  Ernest  Flexman  tells 
you  "We  never  have  accidents 
with  the  blind  operators,  for  they 
are  very  careful,  but  we  do  with 
the  sighted  ones."  Again  the  mir- 
acle of  the  blind  person's  activity 
dumbfounds  the  onlooker. 

Into  another  room  and  there  the 
basket  and  furniture  makers  are 
hard  at  it.  Blindness  allows  of  no 
distractions.  All  the  woven  pro- 
ducts are  supple— the  fibre  must 
be  pliant  to  weave;  afterwards  a 
solution  gives  the  stiffness  of  the 
finished  product. 

'  When  a  man  has  finished  his  al- 
lotted task  he  goes  home.  Some 
are  quicker  than  others  and  finish 
earlier. 


A  new  product  at  the  Portage 
ave.  factory  is  rubber  mats.  Ready 
for  the  new  auditorium  today  are, 
23  of  these  rubber  foot-mats,  woven 
by  blind  men.  The  public  should 
think  of  this  when  they  step  across 
the  threshhold  of  the  new  build- 
ing, j 

But  not  by  bread  alone  do  the 
blind  live.  Off  the  sewing  room 
is  a  sunny  recreation  room  with 
a  'set  of  creton-covered  fibre  furni- 
ture— the  handicraft  of  those  who 
rest  upon  the  seats.  Here  every 
noon  hour  the  blind  sev»eis  gather, 
while  a  fiiend  reads  the  news- 
papers to  keep  them  in  touch  with 
the  doings  of  •  the  world.  A  li- 
brar.v  of  2,500  volumes  in  Braille 
and  moon  embossed  type  is  at  their 
disposal.  "Anne  of  Green  Gables" 
occupies  seven  large  volumes  — 
because  Braille  taltes  up  so  much 
more  space  than  type.  Any  blind 
reader  in  the  west  may  ask  for 
these  books  which  circulate  as  a 
lending  library,  travelling  in  spe- 
cial cloth  folders,  free  of  charge  in 
the    mails. 

Child   Students 

Quite  unexpectedly,  as  Major 
Flexman  opened  another  door,  a 
little  classroom  was  revealed,  with 
six  little  beginners  at  the  wee 
desks.  All  were  busily  engaged  at 
arithmetic,  counting  thsir  numbers  I 
by  feeling  raised  studs  in  a  box.  | 
Miss  Madge  Nicholson,  the  teacher, 
was  introduced,  smiling  in  the 
friendliest  manner.  Hearing  In 
the  office  a  little  later  that  she 
Was  sightless,  the  reporter  could 
not  believe  it.  A  school  teacher, 
thrown  from  her  horse  on  a  coun- 
try road,  she  suffered  blindness 
through  shock.  Now  she  is  hap- 
pily engaged  at  her  chosen  pro- 
fession, but  she  cannot  see  the 
wistful  little  upturned  faces  of  her 
pupils.  Nor  can  they  see  her  kind, 
intelligent  face. 

Peculiar  and  interesting  faculties 
are  developed  by  blind  people.  Their 
hearing  is  much  more  acute  be- 
cause they  depend  so  earnestly  on 
that  faculty.  They  never  bump 
into  a  wall  as  they  walk  around 
the  Institute,  but  the  edge  of  an 
open  door  would  not  provide  enough 
"resistence"  to  warn  them  of  its 
obstacle,  hence  all  doors  are  kept 
closed  that  the  blind  way  open 
them  unaided  into  the  next  room. 
They  look  at  you  with  the  light  of 
intelligence  in  their  sightless  eyes,  ] 
and  it  is  not  possible  to  hejiovp 
that  they  do  not  see. 


jsecause  tney  are  all  individuals 
and  not  groups,  the  work  is  not 
depressing,  says  Major  Flexman. 
Eai-l  Henibroff,  12  years  old,  is 
now  in  his  first  year  at  the  St. 
James  high  school.  In  September 
his  written  essays  and  reports  were 
handed  in  as  promptly  as  any 
sighted  boy's.  But  his  teacher 
could  not  read  them,  written  in 
Braille.  A  typewriter  is  the  solu- 
tion of  the  seemingly  insurmount- 
able problem.  Paul  Sale,  who  sells 
papers  at  the  corner  of  Portage 
and  Smith,  used  to  be  an  organist,-, 
and  he  has  a  son  who  is  blind.  The 
1  busy  hub  of  life  flows  past  him 
bringing  people  he  has  come  to 
know.  The  blind  love  life,  they 
love  being  with  their  fellow  men, 
and  all  they  ask  is  a  chance  to 
work. 

It  is  encouraging  to  hear  Mr. 
Flexman  say  "There  will  be  less 
blindness  in  the  future,  because 
society  is  slowly  redirecting  its  ef- 
forts   at    prevention    rather      than 
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/  Club  Serves 
ea  at  Blind 


Tftlav    the    PuW?    rhib    will    take; 
hameoj  t'ae  tearoom  at  the  sale  uf 
l\-ork   for   T.h'o   blind,    imcier    the    con- 
Kenerstiip  of  f-lrsi  John  D.  Parker.  The 
president.    Mrs.    Andre^r    McKinncn. 
will   receive.   s«si!;t€d   by  Mrs.  Donald 
F.    Mclntyre.    president   of    the    Wo- 
men's   auxiliary.    Presiding    over    the 
tea   and   roffec   urn.-   will   be   Mr.<:.   S. 
lA.   McKeagup,   Mrs;.    ChR.e.   Dure,    Mrs. 
Ic.  R.  Garland  and  Mrs.  D.  D.  Stewart, 
'i    There    will    be    a    table    of    home- 
Icooklng.  convened  by  Mrs.  A.  Hender- 
,'son.  and.  the  following  will  as.sist  in 
the    tearoom:    Mrs.    Roy    W,    Milnsr. 
Mrs.  R,  F.  Edmond.  Miss  Ruth  Tucker. 
Miss  Rubelle  Perry  and  members  of 
the   FiU'by  club. 
In  the  salesroom  Mrs.  H.  M.  Tucker 
;d  Mrs,  R.  B.  Gumming  v/ill  be  con- 
•leiK.  and  the  following  li.embers  of 
e     Women's    auxiliary     will     assist: 
'  .s.  R.  H.  Smith.  Mrs.  Max  Stcinkop. 
1;.:.  S.  J.  Rovatzoo,  Mrs.  Tho.'^.  Coul- 
:mg,    Mrs,    Norman    Heinbcrker,    Mr.s. 
Mark  Lancaster.  Mrs.  R.  N.  McKlnnon. 
'.r.s,    Leo    F.    McCarthy,    Mrs.    Atholl 
..don,  Mrs.  R,  J.  Lough.  Mrs.   J.  E, 
c.oevtson.   Krs.  Samuel   Wilson.  Mrs. 
R.   Fowler,  Mrs.   John   Paton.  Mrs, 
.^;iu  Bin  and  Mrs.  W.  M.  Dawson. 
Mr.  Frunl<  Todd.  blin<l  vocaliEt.  will 
sing,   ftcconipanied   by   Mr.  Alex.  Mel- 
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CANON  MABfflT  TELLS 
OF  GB»WtH  IN  PUBLIC 
OF  JLp^OLK 


inly  in  comparatively  recent 
rs  that  public  care  has  been  given 
;o  the  blind,"  said  Canon  Henry  D. 
Martin  in  addressing  the  members 
of  the  Four  Leaf  Clover  league, 
Monday  afternoon,  at  the  Royal 
Alexandra  hotel. 

Canon  Martin  traced  the  first  at-  j 
tempts  at  education  of  the  blind 
through  the  sense  of  touch,  which 
was  introduced  in  1783.  First  the 
Roman  type,  which  was  followed  by 
the  Moon.s  type,  and  later  by  the! 
Braille  .system,  which  was  introduced! 
in  1868,  and  which  has  been  the 
means  of  reducing  the  bulk  of 
volumea,  and  has  opened  the  field 
of  music   to   the   blind. 

"If  there  l.s  one  person  In  the  state 
who  should  have  government  care," 
said  Canon  Martin,  "It  Is  the  blind 
person." 

Mrs.  R.  Chrystal  Irving  presided  at 
the  meetlH'^,  which  was  held  in  the 
lounge,  and  she  Introduced  the  gue^t 
speaker   of   the   afternoon. 

A  delightful  mu.slcal  programme 
■was  given  by  Mrs.  Arthur  Henderson, 
pianist:  Mr.-;.  Harri.^on  Gilmour,  vocal- 
ist, and  Mr.  Taras  Hublcki.  violinist. 
Mrs.  R.  C.  Clifford  and  Mrs.  George 
La   Pleche   were   the    accompanists. 

Following  the  programme  t«a  was 
.served  from  tables  centred  with 
clusters  of  yellow  tapers.  Mrs,  Donald 
Mclntyre  and  Mrs,  W.  P.  Brereton 
presided   over  the   tea   cups. 

A  new  project  of  the  club  is  being 
undertaken.  In  the  supplying  of 
Braille  literature  to  the  Canadian 
Institute  for  the  Blind, 
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K|^ne~  family  called  upon  by  tiie 
Ocmamunity  Chest  visitor  could  not 
have  made  a  contribution  at  all,  so 
straightened  are  their  circum- 
stances, had  a  15-year-old  girl  in 
the  family  not  made  a  little  money 

I  gelling  garments  made  by  the  blind 

I  of  the  city.  This  girl's  act  of  kind- 
ness   was   threefold — it   helped   the 

!  blind,    her   own   family,     and     the 

t;Charity  institutions. 
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INSTITUTE  FOR 


Fre 


sberg:     Returns      Fron» 
cr  Meeting  With  In- 
resting:  Report 


Frea  Landsberg,  director  of  the 
Canadian  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind,  has  returned  from  Vancouver, 
where  the  regular  monthly  meeting 
of  the  organization  was  held.  He 
brought  with  him  the  following  in- 
teresting report  on  the  institute's 
activities : 

"In  Victoria,  the  six  blind  women 
at  the  Old  Ladies'  Home  are  visited 
regularly.  Two  of  them  have  learned 
to  make  woolen  scarves  and  knitted 
bags,  and  find  great  pleasure  in 
being  occupied.  One  elderly  lady, 
who  has  absolutely  no  money  of  her 
own,  is  making  a  little  pocket 
money  in  this  way. 

MAKING  BAGS 
"A  patient  at  the  JubUee  Hos- 
pital, Victoria,  who  is  bedridden 
with  arthritis,  has  recently  learned 
to  make  shopping  bags  on  a  wooden' 
frame.  One  hand  is  much  too  crip- 
pled to  use,  but  it  is  hoped  that 
working  with  the  other  will  help  to 
prevent  the  joints  from  becoming 
stiffened. 

"During  the  past  month,  nine  new 
cases  have  been  reported  and  inves- 
tigated. In  addition  to  this,  service 
has  been  given  in  nine  cases  of  pre- 
vention of  blindness. 

"The  demand  for  clothing  has 
been  very  great  this  year,  and  in 
the  last  few  weeks  ninety-four 
articles  of  much-needed  clothing 
have  been  distributed.  Eighteen 
names  have  been  accepted  by  thej 
Province  Santa  Glaus  fund,  and 
hampers  were  sent  to  these  needy 
families. 

RELIEF  ESTABLISHED 
"City  relief  has  been  established 
In  one  case,  and  boarding  homes 
foimd  for  two  blind  men.  Three 
deaths  have  been  reported/  Mrs. 
Matt,  Vancouver;  H.  Appleby,  Vic- 
toria, and  R.  C.  Trimen,  Nbrth  Van- 
couver. 

"Mr.  Munro  has  made  forty-four 
social  visits  in  the  past  month,  and 
has  attended  a  number  of  meetings 
and  conferences  in  connection  with, 
blind  welfare.  ; 

"During  the  period  under  review, 
the  fieldworker  has  made  ninety- 
five  visits,  fifty-nine  interviews  and 
four  meetings  have  been  attended, 
and  ninety-four  letters  written." 
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REGISTERJM 
llli  PERSONS 


;ance    Is    Increasing 
(sberg    Reports    After 
[land  Meeting 


Sixty-five  additional  blind  persons 
were  examined  and  registered  dur-| 
ing  the  last  six  months  by  thel 
Western  Division  of  the  Canadian) 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
Fred  Landsberg,  Victoria  represen- 
tative on  the  board  of  management, 
announced  yesterday,  following  a 
meeting  of  the  institute  in  Van- 
couver. 

It  was  explained,  however,  that 
this  is  not  due  to  blindness  increas- 
ing, but  to  the  fact  that  blind  per- 
sons are  requesting  assistance  who 
formerly  were  cared  for  by  friends 
and  relatives.  The  more  intense 
the  depression  becomes  the  greater  I 
will  be  the  demands  made  upon] 
such  agencies  as  the  Institute  for 
the  Blind. 

MANY  NEW  CASES 

The  number  of  new  cases  of 
blindness  reported  in  British  Colum- 
bia, in  a  noi-mal  year,  is  approxi- 
mately fifteen,  while  this  year  will 
show  more  than  eighty-five  new 
cases  on  the  institute  books  requir- 
ing service.  In  addition  to  this, 
there  are  approximately  sixty  pre- 
yention-of -blindness  cases. 
■  The  institute  finds  itself  in  the 
position  where  it  must  either  in- 
crease its  budget  or  eliminate  some 
of  the  essential  services  now  being 
intended.  Ways  and  means  are 
toeing  devised  to  maintain  these 
services  which  include  relief,  em- 
jQloyment.  home  teaching  and  Braille 
torary  service,  in  addition  to  the 
expensive  but  necessary  prevention 
activities. 

It  was  also  reported  that  the  new 
reduction  in  tariff  duties  applying 
to  reed  and  willow  furniture  will 
seriously  affect  the  employment  of 
(Vancouver  blind  people. 


n(t^K  Vancouver  Secured  for 
Sightless— Institute  Will     | 
Have  Charge 


Arrangements  have  been  finally! 
completed  v/hereby  the  Western' 
Division  of  the  Canadian  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind  will  be  en- 
abled to  open  and  operate  the  only 
home  for  the  blind  in  British  Co- 
lumbia, the  Vancouver  Park-s  Board 
having  made  available  a  suitable 
residence  for  this  purpose.  The 
Vancouver  Lions  Club  has  agreed 
to  finance  the  redecorating  and  re- 
furnishing of  the  home. 

During  the  month  of  January, 
thirteen  new  cases  of  blindness  have 
been  reported  and  registered,  and 
fifteen  cases  of  prevention  have 
been  investigated  and  dealt  with, 
including  one  old  lady,  eighty-five 
years  of  age,  who  had  been  suffer- 
ing from  cataract  for  some  time. 
The  institute  was  able  to  arrange 
for  her  to  go  into  hospital,  and 
through  the  skill  of  one  of  Vancou- 
ver's oculists,  she  has  had  useful 
vision  restored,  after  being  totally 
blind  for  over  a  year. 

SALES  INCREASE 

The  confidence  of  the  public  in 
thp  Hope  Brand  broom  made  by  the 
bl'nd.  was  evidenced  during  the 
month  of  January  by  the  marked 
increase  in  sales. 

The  divisional  fieldworker  re- 
ported her  recent  visit  to  Victoria, 
complimenting  Miss  Dorothy  Stark, 
home  teacher  and  fieldworker  in 
this  city,  and  her  blind  pupils,  on 
the  excellent  workmanship  in  light 
handicrafts. 

FREE  TO  THEATRE 

Free  admission  to  the  Empress 
Theatre,  in  Vancouver,  ha:s  been 
granted  to  the  blind  and  their  es- 
corts, pa.sses  being  administered 
through  the  institute  office. 

Fred  Landsberg,  Victoria,  hon- 
orary representative,  reported  that; 
the  blind  in  Victoria  are  deriving  ai 
great  deal  of  enjoyment  through 
the  free  theatre  passes  to  the  Fa-' 
mous  Players  Theatres  and  the 
Crystal  Garden  swimming  pool,  I 
which  are  issued  from  his  office. 
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Mrs^ .  M.  Long  to  HeaB 
W^.  Canadian  National 
i Institute  for  the 


f,  Mrs,  A.  M.  L.  Long  wa-s  elected 
president  of  the  Women's  auxiliary  to 
the  Canadian  National  Institute  for 
the  Blind  at  the  12th  annual  meel- 
ius,  held  Friday  afleruoou  xt  Gov- 
i-iiimeul   liou.'5<*. 

Mr*.  i>juaiu  F.  Mvlutyre.  retiring 
uicoiUeUl.  l^iroUilfcU  thr  cball'man 
Jul-  lU*  aiteruooii,  Mr.  W.  H.  O-ardner. 

iii  line  .iecietarys  report  given  by 
yuz.  Alex.  Melville,  U  \V5i  .siiJWn  that 
aaiing  the  iioi  year  cnere  were  11 
new  "memDeri,  Sd  renewais  and  a 
Lo;ai  meialDership  of  IH  mamoers  In 
line  ausiiiai'-y,  Thi«  repori  aiso  tola 
o£  the  work  which  had  oeen  done  m 
|ths  iaav  year  for  the  lilina  in  tns 
province  of  Manitoba.  Previoiis  la 
iasi  ye&r  the  work  of  the  auxliiary 
had  not  extended  any  farther  rhan 
[he  city  and  Greater  "Winnipeg 

itiias  C.  S  ?^e.  who  has  been 
treasurer  for  the  auxiliary  for  the 
last  12  years,  showed  m  her  report 
ttiat  the  receipt-s  for  the  j'ear  amount- 
ed TO  $a,534.74  and  that  |2  OOS.OO  had 
oeen  spent  on  direct  reUel  for  ihe 
blind  m  1932. 

yumerous  Reports  &ead 

The  following  reports  of  the  vari- 
ous committees  were  read:  Social  and 
.visiilifg  relief.  Mr3.  Earnest  Flexaian; 
thla  report  showed  thai  1341  visits 
had  i1>een  made  duriiie  the  last  year. 
Bales,  Mr*.  Herbert  Chi'l.sne;  lacit  year 
the  sales  amounted  to  .^i  1,766.30.  Re- 
fre.-*hments.  Mrs.  t'.  E.  Warriner;  en- 
tertainment, Mrs.  A.  E.  Bowles;  trans- 
portation, Mrs.  C.  C.  Ferguson;  knit- 
ting, Mrs.  Jamejt  D.  Dag^;  this  report 
fchowed  thit  22  blind  workers  attend- 
ed the  knitting  cla.sses. 

Tributes  were  paid  to  the  work 
done  by  Mrs.  Donald  F.  Mclntyre,  as 
pre.sldent  of  the  auxiliary,  who,  by 
her  sympathy  and  nntirlng  eflort.s, 
had   won   the  hearts  of  all  the  blind. 

On  behalf  of  the  auxiliary,  Mrs.  W. 
Sanford  Evans  presented  Mrs.  Mc- 
lntyre with  a  corsage  of  flowers. 
Mis.  Mclntyre  thaulied  the  executive 
and  the  a\ixlllary  for  thfir  wouUerful 
.Support   duiing   the   last   tluft^ji^Krs. 


Short  addresses  were  given  during 
the  afternoon  by  Mr.  D.  A.  Ho.ssack, 
pre.'^ident  of  the  Manitoba  League  for 
thf  Blind;  Mr.  Arthur  Rowland,  ihair- 
niaa  of  thf  men's  board  of  the  Insti- 
tute lor  tlie  Blind;  Mr.  Peter  I..owe 
auU  the  chalrniau,  Mr.  W,  II.  Uarduer. 
.OffUers    Klecled 

The  repoii  of  the  nominating  com- 
miitee  which  was  presented  by  Mra; 
W.  Sanionl  Evans  was  as  loUcws: 
Fstroneso,  Lady  Nanton:  honorary 
presidents,  Mrs.  yf.  Sanford  Evana 
and  Mrs.  W.  Harvey  3mith;  president, 
Mr.3  A.  i>l,  L.  Long;  first  vice-presi- 
dent i\lrs.  -*'.  E.  Milner;  second  vice- 
prssident,  ^I^8,  Herbert  Sellers;  third 
vice-presideni,  Mrs  Max  StemUopf; 
fourth  vice-preeident,  "ftlrs,  A.  E. 
Bowlas;  lecreiary,  siixs,  Alesanaer 
Meivilie;  treasurer.  Miss  Cliariotie  E. 
Rea:  correspgndihg  secreiaiy,  Mrs 
Herbert  Sellers;  aoclai  visiting  and 
relief,  Mrs.  Donald  Mclntyre  and 
iviri  Ernesi;  Fie.-iman;  entertainment, 
ivit;.  W.  M.  Daw.=on  and  Mrs.  \V.  R. 
Fowler;  ecrertainment,  arama  and 
masic,  Mrs.  Rcberi;  Welch  and  Mrs. 
Hiiph  Cor'Dett;  Lux  Et  Tenebrls,  Mrs. 
F.  E.  \varriner;  sales,  Mrs.  H.  F. 
Christie  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  C.  Lawrence; 
transpoj'tation.  iirs.  Neil  John  Mac- 
lean and  Mrs.  C  C.  Ferguson;  knit- 
ting, Mrs,  T.  O.  Mellor;  advisory 
board.  Mi.-!.  John  Birt,  Mrs.  Harry 
Bell,  Mrs.  C.  H.  Briftou.  Mr.s.  J.  H.  A. 
Clark,  Mrs.  A.  E.  Cliftou,  Mrs.  B.  W. 
Cralg,  Mi-s.  R.  B.  Cumming,  Mrs. 
Tho.s.  Coulling,  Mrs.  Ja.s.  B.  Dagg, 
Mis.  C.  W.  Douglas,  Mrs.  W.  G.  Gar- 
rett, Mr.s.  Norman  Helmbecker,  Mrs. 
J.  B.  Hender.?on.  Mi-ss  Haz-el  Matchett, 
Mrs.  Martin  Murphy,  Mrs.  J.  R.  Mc- 
Creery,  Mrs.  L.  F.  McCarthy,  Mrs.  R. 
N^.  McKinnon,  Mrs.  H.  A.  Robsou,  Mrs, 
R.  H.  Smith,  Mrs.  A.  D.  Slovel,  Mrs. 
H.  M.  Tucker,  Mrs.  B.  H.  Wilson. 

During  the  afternoon  solos  were 
rendered  by  Stanley  Hoban,  accom- 
panied by  Gladys  Hoban. 

Following  the  meeting,  Mrs.  E.  O, 
Km  le  enter  .ained  tlie  int  iiibprs  of 
the   niixlllary  "It   tea. 
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Sunshine  Found  Valuable  in 

Effecting  Cure  for  Blind  Babe 

(Special  Despatch  to  the  Boston  Sunday  Post  from  London) 

Sunshine,  it  has  been  found  by  the  National  Institute's 
Sunshine  Home  in  Leamington,  is  of  definite  benefit  to  the 
blind.  A  baby  boy  who  was  certified  as  blind  and  who  became 
an  inmate  of  the  home  has  just  been  discharged  because  he 
developed  a  sense  of  sight  equal  to  that  of  a  normal  child. 
Other  babies,  similarly  afflicted,  have  experienced  improve- 
ment. 


Blind  Are 
Guests  at 
ipter  Tea 

Minri  y/prp  entertained  yes- 
terday  'afternoon  at  tea  -when  the 
Robert  Burns  McMicking  Chapter, 
lO.D.E.,  planned  a  programme  at 
the  Y.'W.C.A.  •which  -was  greatly  en- 
joyed by  some  forty  blind  men  and 
'women,  and  the  teacher.  Miss  Do- 
rothy Stark.  Mrs.  H.  G.  Bolt,  the, 
regent,  welcomed  the  guests  upon 
arrival. 

The  guests  heartily  entered  into 
community  singing  of  popular  old- 
time  numbers,  with  Mrs.  McPher-; 
son  a,s  accompanist.  A  splendid 
programme  of  contests  was  ar- 
ranged by  Miss  Hilda  Margetts,  In 
which  the  majority  of  the  blind  en- 
tered with  great  sportsmanship. 
Prizes  were  given  to  the  winners. 
Major  Harry  Watts  gave  a  piano- 
j  forte  selection  which  was  well  re- 
I  ceived. 

!  Tea  was  served  imder  the  direc- 
tion of  Miss  Alison  Chrow,  who  was 
assisted  by  Mrs.  L.  Gosse,  first  vice- 
regent;  Miss  Elsie  Jenkins,  Miss 
Connie  Chrow,  Mrs.  Wallace  Mac- 
intosh. Miss  Laura  Tebo,  Miss  Mar- 
jorie  Brown,  Miss  Anita  Hensley, 
Miss  MoUie  Wright  and  Mrs.  J. 
Hanbury. 

TROUBADOURS'  CONCERT  j 
The  next  enterprise  to  be  under- 
taken by  the  members  of  the  Rob-! 
ert  McMicking  Chapter  in  aid  of 
the  blind,  will  be  the  Troubadom-s' 
Concert  at  the  Shrine  Auditorium 
on  Thursday,  March  23,  of  which, 
Mrs.  Bolt,  the  regent,  is  general 
convener. 

1  Mrs.  Curtis  Sampson,  president 
of  Provincial  Chapter,  and  Mrs.  L. 
A.  Genge,  regent  of  Municipal 
Chapter,  will  act  as  patronesses  ■with 
the  patronage  of  Mrs.  Guy  God- 
dard.  Mrs.  Walter  Nichol,  Mrs.  R. 
W.  Bruhn  and  Miss  Kathleen  Ag- 
new.  The  public  is  again  asked  for 
its  support  which  has  been  so 
readily  given  on  past  occasion^^ 
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WINNIPEG'S  BL1N0^ 
HOSTS  TO  THEIR 
SlGHieiTFRiENDS 

["lie  tiMiial  rt'ctption  of  the  Man- 
jIja  l.fii'jiu'  or  the  Blind,  was  held) 
Uio  tiuUltorixim  of  the  lnsti-| 
atif  tliLs  week.  Once  a  year  thtj 
Ijtad  pt'opk'  tiUerUln  their  siglitpcl 
'riend*.  aiKt  this  Ls  done  as  a  mark, 
of  ttppietlitlioa  tor  the  many  kind- 
n«jsses  received  during;  the  year.  The 
hall  Was  beiiutlfully  decorated.  f,nd^ 
jvcr  thret  iiuncUed  people  attended. 
The  whole  proei-amina  Was  put  on  b.\r] 
bllna  people.  P  'A/  Ho.ssack  was 
chairman.  ' 

».An  ovitstandlhg  feature  of  the! 
evenintt's  entertainment  was  a  chorug 
by  .six  little  blind  children  In  the  in- 1 
siitutc  school. 

MLss  Grace  Leaper  introdvipcd,  tnrj 
the  first  time  in  public  a  song,  the 
words  and  music  of  which  were  both 
written  by  Sherman  Ghan,  a  bliudl 
musiclau  of  this  city.  This  .song  hn.si 
just  been  publlj-hcd.  and  was  evident- 
ly very  much  enjoyed  by  the  audi- 
ence. 

Miss  Be-ssie   Gold,  formerly  a  pupil 
of  the   Ontario  School  for  the     Blind 
at  Br'antlord.  wa.s  given  a  prc;-pntntlon, 
from  the  in.stitute.  by  A.  E.  Rowland, 
chaiinian  of  the  board     of     manage- 
ment. Miss  Gold  has  Just  pa.s.^ed  her 
official  cicamiuation.  e^ititUn;;  her  to., 
^a  diploma  as  associate  of  th?  Toronto ') 
I  Conservatory  of  Mtisic.  and  intends  to  ' 
commence       teaching     piano.         Her 
achievement    in    bein^    able    to    carry 
on  her  musical  studies  in  addition  to  j 
high   ."chool      work— handicapped      oa  ' 
she  is  by  blindness— was  a  matter  for 
congratulation,  and  the  chairman  re- 
marked   that    the    presentation    wa.? 
made    to    show    the    appreciation    ot 
the    institute   for     her     perseverance, 
v^hich  had  given  such  fine  results. 
'  A  playlette,     entitled     "Corn     Fed 
Babies."     caused     a     great     deal     of 
Amusement,  and  every  member  of  the 
CHSi  put  un  an  e.'<ceptionally  line  per- 
formance 

Others  contributing  to  the  pro-' 
riiinme  v.ti'e;  Miss  A.  Swedberg.  pian-  '• 
At:  A.  Stewai't.  D.  Tomliiison,  Edward 
iaiefoot,  Harold  Bostruni,  Carlton] 
rfngle,  Albert  tVhll«nian.  William 
larae^  Ro.seniary  Lobb,  Miss  Wheeler, 
_'.  Brownatoutr.  S.  Ghan.  y.  Farmer  C. 
Hettierington.  Mr.s.  Rita  Smith.  J. 
'jlatulsttln.  M1S.S  E.  Sudeski.  G.  Dug- 
dsile,  Miss  A.  Vance.  A.  McCuaig. 

Keti'eshments  were  .served  after  the 
programme    was    completed,    and    an 
opportunity  wa.s  given  for  the  guests 
to  have   a  visit  with   a     number     ofi 
their    blind    friends.  ^ 
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new^ashioned  rug  is     ^ 
T'featu 
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,  A  new  style  of  woollen  rug  1»  being 
Introduced  at  the  spring  sale  of  good.s 
anade  by  the  blind,  which  opens  to- 
jllay  at  3  o'clock.  These  rugs  are 
^ade  by  blind  girls,  under  the  direc- 
'tlon  of  Mrs.  Jas.  G.  Dagg,  and  the 
'making  of  them  is  being  demon- 
strated at  the  sale.  Mrs.  T.  O.  Mellor 
;ls  convener  of  the  knitting  class  this 
,year  and  reports  a  decided  Improve- 
jinent  in  the  work.  Boys"  sweaters 
are  a  feature  of  this  department,  as 
well  as  afghans,  chesterfield  sox, 
babies'  bonnet.^.  Tx)otees  and  Jackets, 
and   t>ed   Jackets  for  grown-ups. 

The  Women's  conservative  asso- 
ciation of  Winnipeg,  which  includes 
the  South  Winnipeg-  members,  the 
St.  Jolin's  unit,  the  women  of  As- 
I  sinibola.  East  and  West  Kildonan. 
Norwood,  St.  Boniface  and  Trans- 
cona,  as  well  as  the  Young  Women's 
Conservative  club  are  taking 
charge  of  the  tea  room  on  the 
opening  day  of  the  sale  from 
.3  to  6  o'clock.  Mrs.  Thomas 
W.  Parson.i  is  convener  for  the  Wo- 
men's Conservative  as.soclatlon.  with 
Miss  Beatrice  Eoyd  representing  her 
group  from  the  Young  Women's 
Conservative   club. 

Prefilding  ove.-  the  tea  and  coffee 
equipage  will  be  Mrs.  W.  W.  Kennedy, 
Mrs.  H.  C.  Hodgson  and  Mi's.  Herbert 
Sellers  for  the  .Irs  hour:  Mrs.  John 
T  Haig.  Mrs.  H.  D  B.  Ketchen  and 
Mrs.  R.  Chrystal  Irving  for  the  sec- 
ond horn-,  and  for  the  third  period, 
Mrs.  Charles  W.  Tupper,  Mrs.  Murdo 
Macrae   and  Mrs.   S    Munroe. 

Mrs.  G.  A.  Bradley  will  have  charge 
of  a  table  of  home  cooked  viands. 
Assisting  in  the  tearoom  will  be  Mrs. 
Malcolm  MacLean.  Mrs.  Oliver  Gil- 
mer. Mrs.  H.  V  Blackwood.  Mrs.  T. 
W.  Taylor.  Mrs.  B.  B..  Dubien.skl,  Mrs. 
A     Boiuke,      Mrs.    G.    J.    Pike,      Mrs. 


George  C.  Maclean.  Mrs.  3.  Gait,  Mrs. 
Edwin  Cook  and  the  Misses  Beatrice 
Boyd  and  D.  I>ar  agh. 

The  exchequer  will  be  presided 
over  by  Mrs.  W.  ,T.  Morris,  Mrs.  G.  C. 
Maclean   and   Mrs.   Edwin   Cook. 

Mrs.  Robert  Welch  Is  convener  of 
the  musical  progrrmme  for  the  en- 
tire sale,  and  has  arranged  for  Mr. 
Digby  Tomlinson,  blind  pianist,  to 
play  Saturday  afternoon. 

Assisting  In  the  sale.sroom  will  be 
Mr.s.  A.  B.  Stovel.  Mrs.  Gordon  Stovei, 
Mrs.  C.  C  F-^rguson.  Mrs.  J.  R.  Mc- 
Creery,  Mis.  H.  A.  .Rob.son,  Mrs.  Her- 
bert Sellers,  Mrs.  A.  E.  Bowles.  Mrs. 
Donald  Mclntyre,  Mrs.  W.  E.  Milner, 
Mr.<i.  R.  R.  Wilson,  Mrs.  Norman 
Heimbecker.  Mrs.  Ralph  L.  Corbetl, 
Mrs.  Robert  Young,  Mrs.  R..  B.  Cum- 
min,?, under  the  converershlp  of  Mrs. 
H.  .J.  Crabtree  and  Mrs.  W.  W.  Ken- 
nedy. 

All  orders  will  be  taken  care  of 
by  Mrs.  Ernest  Hexman.  and  the 
parcelling  convened  by  Mrs.  W.  M. 
Dawson. 

The  exchequer  will  be  presided 
over  by  Mrs.  Alex  Melville  and  Mrs. 
John  Birt  for  the  salesroom. 

The  dining  room  will  be  gay  and 
springlike,  the  color  .scheme  being 
yellow  and  mauve,  with  a  basket  of 
mixed  blooms  centering  the  long  tea 
table,  which  will  be  veo'  attractive 
with  a  lace  cloth  and  tea  and  coffee 
urns  of  gleaming  silver. 

Mrs.  A.  M.  L.  Long,  president  of 
the  Women's  Auxiliary,  under  whose 
auspices  the  sale  Is  being  held,  is 
convener  of  decorations,  with  the 
following  ladies  assisting  her:  Mrs. 
H.  F.  Chri.stle.  Mrs.  J.  H.  C.  LawTence. 
Mr.s.  Mark  Lanca-ster.  Mr.s.  Donald 
Mclntyre,  Mrs.  Ernest  Flexman,  Mrs. 
Jas.  G.  Dagg  and  Mrs.  R.  N.  Mc- 
Kinnon, 
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ants 
Entfirfain    Rlipd 

i  'Snder'the  auspices  of  the  Canadian 
Federation  of  the  Blind,  the  Irish 
Protestant  association  entertained  s 
large  gathering  of  blind  people  and 
their  friends  in  the  McNichol  audi- 
torium, Saturday  evening.  An  excel- 
lent programme  of  vocal.  Instru- 
mental and  comic  numbers  were 
rendered  by  the  following  artists: 
Mrs.  S.  Gault,  Miss  L.  Black.  Miss  B. 
Mclvor,  Miss  M.  Black,  Miss  M.  Ar- 
cher, Messrs.  Don  Grant,  Jack  Alex- 
andra, Sandy  Phlmlster  and  P.  J. 
KIngdon.  J.  H.  Morgan,  president  of 
the  Irish  Protestant  association 
occupied  the  chair.  Refreshments 
were  served  under  the  convenershlp 
of  Mi.ss  Evelyn  GUlespie  after  which 
a  programme  of  dance  music  was 
given.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  en- 
tertainers was  moved  by  Mr.  Malcolm 
G.   MfI\or, 


Blind  Work  Sale 

"^arts  Saturday 

iday.  at  3  o'clock,  Mr.  Max 
pf  will  officiate  at  the  formal 
oiBnUfc  of  the  spring  sale  of  goods 
de  1^  the  blind,  at  the  institute, 
cf-ner  of  Portage  avenue  and  Sher- 
rn  street.  Rev.  G.  A.  Woodside.  of 
Stephen's  -  Broadway  United 
church,  will  conduct  the  devotional 
part  of  this  opening  event.  Mr.  Digby 
Tomlinson.  blind  pianist,  will  be  the 
contributing  artist  on  the  opening 
day. 

The  sale  Is  under  the  auspices  of 
the  women's  auxiliary  to  the  Cana- 
dian National  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
and  will  continue  until  Saturday, 
May  6. 


TBapUsts  and  Fres  byte  nans 
'  -^^In  Charge  of  Tea  and  Sale 

At  Blind  Jn^iHiifp.  TnHny 


/Jti- 


1  The  women  of  the  Baptf 
f  Presbyterian  churches  of  Greater 
Winnipeg  will  have  charge  of  the 
tea  room,  today,  at  the  sale  of 
goods  made  by  the  blind,  which 
will  come  to  a  close   Saturday. 

Receiving  w-ith  the  president,  Mrs. 
A.  M.  L.  Long,  will  be  Mrs.  J.  E. 
Davison,  convener  for  the.  Baptist 
churches,  and  Mrs.  J.  S.  Nicholson, 
convener  for  the  Presbyterian 
churches,  a-s  well  as  Mrs.  Herbert  F. 
Christie  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  C.  Lawrence, 
who  are   general   conveners. 

Presiding  over  tlie  tea  and  coffee 
equipage  will  be  Mrs.  Owen  Hughes. 
Mrs.  George  C.  MacLean.  Mrs.  Ralpli 
Easter.  Mrs.  W.  Gordon  MacLeun. 
Mrs.  J.  K.  MacDonuUl.  Mr.s.  J.  H. 
Stewart,  Mrs.  J.  J.  Roi.s,  Miss  Polly 
John.ston   and   Mrs.   J.   U.  Sllmon. 

A.sslsiant.s  in  ihe  tea  room  will  be 
Mis.?  Flora  Hencleriou,  Mrs.  Donald 
Gunn.  Mis.  James  Rodgers,  Mrs.  C. 
W.  Pox.  Mrs.  Charles  Gunn,  Mrs. 
William  Clark,  Mrs.  H.  B.  fother- 
Ingham,  Mrs.  J.  Wylic,  Mrs.  H.  H. 
Dunwoody.  Mrs.  Beatrice  Nash,  Mrs. 
W.  J.  Martin,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Hnlg.  Mrs. 
Clara,  t'indlay,  Mrs.  George  Teeter, 
Mrs.  J.  Norman,  Mrs.  W.  N.  Nat- 
Ircss,  Mrs.  j;.  E.  Sharp,  Mrs.  R.  C. 
Sliarp,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Brown.  Ml.ss  D. 
Hedge.  Mrs.  G.  Carmicliael,  Mrs.  J. 
Wiseman.     Miss     N.     McDonald,     Mrs. 
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Kayser,  Mrs.  S.  A.  Bloedon, 
Mrs.  H.  Willis,  Mrs.  W.  E.  Wadling- 
ton,  Mrs.  G.  H.  Show  and  Mrs.  H. 
D.   McWilliams. 

Presiding  over  the  exchequer  will 
be  Mrs.  Fred  W.  Young,  Mrs.  A.  B. 
Stovel  and  Mrs.  Campbell  McArthur, 
and  conveners  at  the  home-cooking 
table  will  l)e  Mrs.  H.  A.  Robson, 
Mrs.  G.  A.  Warrington,  Mrs.  Gor- 
don  .Sto'fel  and  Mrs.  Peter  Low. 

In  the  salesroom  Mrs.  C.  C.  Fer- 
guson and  Mrs.  Herbert  Sellers  will 
be  In  charge,  assisted  by  Mrs. 
Ernest  Flexman,  Mrs.  Robert  Welch, 
Mrs.  James  Slenart,  Mrs.  R.  B. 
Cummlng,  Mrs.  C.  W.  Douglas,  Mrs. 
F.  Balnerd,  Mrs.  A.  E.  Clifton,  Mrs. 
C.  P.  -.».  ning.  Mrs.  A.  E.  Scrivener, 
Mrs.  Ralph  Corbett,  Mrs.  H.  J. 
Crablree.  Mrs.  W.  W.  Kennedy  and 
Mrs.   J.    W.   Litch. 

Miss  Grace  Leaper,  .jllml  vocall.'il, 
will   .■5ing   u   group   ol   songs. 


|Tea  Party  Given 
lind  Yesterday 

Wjndwereagain  guests  of 
tlic  Robert  Burns  M^Mickilig  Chap- 
ter, I.O.D.E.,  when  the  order  held 
a  delightful  tea  party  in  their 
honor.  Twenty  -  six  men  and 
women  sat  down  to  tea,  which  was 
served  in  the  dining-room,  the 
tables  being  pretty  with  column- 
bine. 

In  the  lounge-room,  commimity 
singing  was  enjoyed,  being  led  by 
Mrs.  M.  A.  McPherson,  who  also 
acted  as  accompanist.  The  guests 
were  received  by  the  regent,  Mrs. 
H.  G.  Bolt.  Tea  arrangements 
I  were  in  charge  of  Miss  Hilda  Mar- 
getts  and  Miss  Comiie  Chrow.  who 
were  assisted  by  Mrs.  W.  Wilson, 
Miss  Alison  Chrow,  Miss  Laura 
Tebo.  Miss  Mar.ioric  Watson  and 
Miss  Mollie  Wright. 
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\l^^omen  Teachers  Take  Charge 
OfHea  Rooms  on  Closing  Day 
(/{^   Of  Sale   at   Blind   Institute 

\Tinnip< 
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The  Winnipeg  women  teachers  will 
take  charge  of  the  tea  room  today 
-^the  closing  day  oi  the  spring  sale 
of  goods  made  by  the  Blind  of  Great- 
er Winnipeg  at  the  Canadian  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind,  corner  Port- 
age avenue  and  Sherburn  street. 

Last  year  tiiis  organization  pro- 
Tided  over  two  hundr.-cl  new  volume^ 
Of  Braille  for  blind  reader:,,  bringUii 
The  toi-i!  number  of  yoUunes  up  ta 
over  iwo  thoL!.';and  In  tbe  library  at 
llie  insi;tute,  wlii'.'!)  they  pre.sencod 
m  nic:i(.iy  of  the  late  Mrs.  Da-.iej 
Mcliilyre. 

MLss  Kathleen  Smith  is  convener 
for  the  afternoon  tea,  which  is  apon- 
t.ored  by  the  central  commi/te'j  of 
the  Teucher.s'  association  and  re- 
teiviiig  v.'ijth  Mrs.  .\.  M.  Long,  presi- 
-leiit  of  tht;  Womoii's  au.\iliary  wi.l 
be  Miss  Gertrude  Addison  (presi- 
ff^nt).  Mi.-s  a.  D.  Cu:nne.  Miss  H 
Ross  and  Mis.s  ficln  in^i^can,  Logether 
\vith  Mr-i  H.  V.  Chnslie  and  Mrs.  J 
H.  c.  Lawreiue,  gv,n<.-ral  <onvincr.-,. 
Other  menilK»rs  of  the  central  loin- 
mitlee  are:  Miss  N.  H.  George.  Ml.--? 
H.  Bucknam.  Miss  H.  Nichol.-on.  Miss 
B.  I  awri  -,  Mi.ss  Myrtle  Johnston,  Misj 

M.  Jerrard.  Miss  Eva  Mclvor  and  Mias 
Grace  Rouse. 
Presiding    over    the    tea    and    '^offea 

^auipaof;  wili  be  Mrs.  Logie  MacDor.- 

nell.    Miss    N.   McGout;an."  Mi.ss   M.    j^. 

laniont.    Miss    M.    H.    Halliday,    Mrs. 

I).   M.   Duncan.    Mrs.   M.   Dyma.      Miss 

Annie   Puller.   Miss  Mary  MacDouga"!. 

Miss  A.  R.  Gordon.  Mrs.  J.  c.  Pincock. 

?lrs.  Je.ssif-   Ma<Tjeniian.   Mr.s.  R.   R.  J. 

Brown,  Miss  Agnps   Hanimell.  M!=s  B. 

M..  Bradshaw    and    Mi.^s    A.    L.    Brjn- 

sterman. 

Miss   Bes.sir      Gold.    A.'I'.C.M..    lilind 

pianist,  will  play. 
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In  the  sales  room  Mr.s.  A.  E.  Bowles 
and  Mrs.  Sidney  T.  Smith  will  re  in 
charge,  assisted  by  Mrs.  Donald  F. 
Mclntyre.  Mrs.  Martin  Murphy,  Mrs. 
Wallace  Martin,  Mrs.  R.  A.  Graham. 
Jifrs.  Mark  Lancaster,  Mrs.  Samuel 
V/ilson.  Mrs.  R.  E.  Lee.  Mrs.  Harry 
ahomp<?on,  Mrs.  N.  K.  Mclvor.  Mrs 
C.  W.  Douglas,  Mrs.  Gordon  Smith, 
Mr.-.  F.  E.  Warriner.  Mrs.  Athol  Gor- 
don. Mrs.  S,  J.  Rovalzas.  Mrs.  E.  I! 
Smith    and  'Mrs    Howard   Dixon. 

Mrs.  R.  Nl  McKinnon  has  been  t'u- 
capable  convener  of  te:(  room  ar- 
rangements throughout  the  entire 
s.ile 

The  Women's  auxiliary  sponsored  a 
knittiny;  chns  where  the  blind  girls 
and  women  arc  given  instruction.s  in 
knitting.  Tiii.i  coinmutee  is  conveneJ 
l;y  Mrs.  r.  O.  Mellor,  asslstect  by  Mr.--. 
Jamo;  G.  Dagg.  Mrs.  H.  B.  Cuniming, 
Mrs.  E.  C.  McPadden,  Mrs.  H.  Wemy^o. 
Mis.  Koljc-it  E  Lee.  Mr.-;.  C.  H.  EriltOn 
.■"tl  Mrs,   Ltj   1''.  McCarthy. 

Tv/o  of  iljese  blind  knitters  W3j-o 
nvarded  prizes  lor  their  work  at  the 
7'orouto    exhibition    last    autumn. 

Mcnibu.s  oi  the  knitting  class  who 
have  been  demc.;n.strating  their  work 
at  tlie  sale  each  day  are  Mrs.  Mar- 
garet Gallagher.  Miss  Edith  Malone, 
Miss  Nellie  Vnook,  Mi.ss  Josephine 
Kawatski.  Miss  B.  Chapman.  Mrs.  R, 
1'.  Taylor.  MiH.s  Winnie  Wilkinson. 
Miss  Carrie  Lawrie  and  Mrs.  R.  D 
Bell. 
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Decisjon^  Reached  After 
Pleas\]\iade  by  C.N.I.B., 
Amputations  Club 
Against  Withdrawing 
of  Free  Transportation 
—Will  Be  No  Burden 
on  System,  Is  Claim      i 


FEWER  THAN  1,000 
AFFECTED  DAILY 


After  it  had  heard  the  arguments 
of  the  Canadian  NaUpaal^Institute  for 
the  Blind  and  tlie'pTeas  of  the  Ampu- 
'  Catippg  /iTiDfiaitian  Flmrd  of  Control 
deciaeci  yesterday  to  send  a  protest  to 
the  Toronto  Transpwrtatlon  Commis- 
sion against  the  cutting  off  of  the 
privileges  enjoyed  by  the  blind  and 
the  limbless  war  veterans  by  th5  Com- 
";jnission.  Tha  Commission  is  being  ad- 
vised by  the  Board  of  Control  to  hear 
the  representatives  of  the  two  organi- 
zations today. 

The  blind  and  the  limbless  war  vet-  ' 
erans  have  been  given  free  'transpwr- ' 
tation  on  street  cars  since  the  system 
was  taken  over  from  the  Toronto 
Street  Railway.  Recently,  under  an 
order  issued  by  the  Commission,  they 
are  to  be  denied  this  privilege,  al- 
though it  means  only  free  transpor- 
tation to  less  than  1 ,000  people  daily. . 

A  representative  of  Amputations  As- 
sociation pointed  out  that  in  1923  there 
were  963  cases  in  the  city,  and  in  1933 
there  were  cnly  560  cases.  He  stated 
that  within  a  few  years  the  number 
of  war  veterans  securing  free  trans- 
portation from  the  Commission  would 
be  reduced. 

"This  will  not  be  a  burden  on  the 
system,"  said  the  spokesman  for  the 
Amputations  Association.  "As  eacli 
year  goes  by,  the  amputation  cases 
drop  off.  As  I  pointed  out,  ten  years, 
ago  there  were  963,  and  today  chere 
are  560  cases  of  this  description." 

Fred  Meyers,  speaking  on  behalf  of 
the  blind,  stated  that  if  the  Toronto 
Transportation  Commission  adhered 
to  its  plan  that  blind  could  only  travel 
on  cars  if  accompanied  with  escorts,  H 
would  inflict  a  considerable  hardship 
on  non-sighted  persons.  There  are 
463  blind  persons  receiving  passes  from  ' 
the  Commission,  and,  of  the  number, 
60  per  cent,  are  men  who  use  them  on 
their  way  to  and  from  their  places  of 
employment,  and  the  remainder  are 
womer» 

Questioned  by  Controller  McBride, 
F.  Leppard,  speaking  for  the  blind, 
stated  that  the  estimate  of  the  free 
car  rides  of  the  non -sighted  persons, 
submitted  by  the  Board  of  Control, 
was  exorbitant.  Secretary  Meyers  of 
the  Canadian  National  Institute  for 
the  Blind,  and  Mr.  Leppard,  predicted 
that  if  'the  T.T.C.  was  permitted  to 
carry  out  its  program,  it  would  mean 
a  tax  on  the  blind. 

"The  blind  man  walks  a  short  dls* 
tance,  and  then  takes  a  street  car  to 
proceed  to  his  destination,"  said  Mr. 
Meyers.  "We  have  100  blind  people 
who  proceed  to  their  work  alone  each 
day.  They  do  not  earn  a  great  deal. 
If  they  must  have  escorts  to  receive 
'ree    transportation,    what    will    hap-  , 

^ri?" 


r  Mr.  Meyers  predicted  that,  should 
Uthe  order  of  the  Transportation  Com- 
Imlssion  that  only  blind  with  escort.<; 
fcould  'travel  free,  be  continued,  blind 
i)eople  would  be  found  on  street  cor- 
ners asking  citizens  to  take  them  on 
street  cars.  Mr.  Meyers  said  that,  out 
«of  463  blind  people  receiving  passes 
Ifrcm  the  T.T.C,  more  than  100  were 
wage-earners  who  went  to  their  em-^ 
ployment  aJone.  vh 
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^LIND  HERO  OF  WAR 
ON  0.  A.  V.  PROGRAM 

diar  Veteran  To  Be  Here 
r  Convention  ; 


n^ 


The  Amputation  Association,  an 
organization  of  disabled  Canadian 
veterans  of  the  World  War,  will  be 
represented  by  the  Rev.  Sidney 
Lambert,  blind  presidentjlfcJJiik, or- 
ganization—fnwTTnWTJiCanada's 
most  famous  war  heroes,  at  the  13th 
^nP'fH'i  P)fi"j?i£.'^  American  Veterans' 
conventionnere,  June  24  to  July  1, 
it  was  learned  Monday. 

Definite  acceptances  for  attend- 
ance at  the  convention  have  been 
received  from  the  following  na- 
tionally prominent  men: 

Frank  Duff.v.  Indianapolis,  vice  presi- 
dent of  the  .\nierican  Fpilcralion  ol  I^abor: 
ThomaH  J  Kphoc.  C'lcvpland.  reprPwDtinif 
John  Barton  Payne  of  the  .\raeriiaii  Red 
Cross:  E.  Claude  Babcook,  secretary  of  the 
Federal  Civil  Servi<e  Commission;  W.  N. 
Colfin.  Oineinnatt.  refflonal  manacer  of  the 
Veterans'  Ai /linistration:  M.  S.  Seiihenson. 
BoElon.  national  commander,  Difablfd 
Kmereenoy  Offiorrs:  General  Frank  T 
Hi.ics.  Washinsrion.  adrainiHirator  o£  the 
Veterans'  Bureau:  J.  A.  McFarlanri.  Dal- 
,ton,  Ga.i  Conerressman  Wrig-ht  Patman. 
Tpxorkana.  Tex.:  Joseph  V.  Patterson. 
FindJiy.  commander  of  thn  Ohio  Depart- 
ment of  the  American  Lerion:  Charles  Saw- 
yer, lieutenant-irovernor  of  Ohio:  William 
K.  Tate.  Atlanta.  Ga.:  Guy  N.  Norton. 
Akron  commonder.  Department  of  Ohio 
Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars:  A.  D.  Waldaiier. 
Memphis,  Tenn.:  Harold  D.  DeCoe.  Sacra- 
mento, Cal..  past  national  commander.  Vet- 
erans of  ForeifB  Wars;  J.  O.  C.  Roberts 
Washington,  solicitor.  Veterans'  Admin 
istration,  and  O.  W.  Clark.  Washington, 
assistant  administrator  of  Veterans'  Admi 
istration 
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iEPOTATIONS  FAIL 
fO  APPEAL  TO  T.T.C. 


.Second |P)«a  wFree  Trans- 
i     portatmn  k  Expect- 
\  ed  Soon 


0  MEETING  YESTERDAY 


No  communications  from  amputa- 
tions' associations  and  the  CanAdi.in 
National  lasUtute  for  thp  glir.f 

was  speakiily  -fui   llle" blind  n.-.. 

women  of  the  city,  were  received  by 
the  Toronto  Transportation  Commis- 
sion yesterday.  A  second  plea  is  be- 
ing: made  for  free  transportation, 
which  they  have  enjoyed  for  ten 
years,  and  will  lose  on  Aug.  1  unless 
the   present   order  is   countermanded. 

Following  Wednesday's  meeting  of 
j.the  Board  of  Control,  at  which  the 
question  of  free  transportation  was 
discussed,  it  was  exi>ect«l  the  two 
organizations,  who  had  sought  civic 
assistance  to  secure  the  concession 
again,  would  ask  for  a  hearing  when 
the  Commission  held  its  regular  meet- 
ing yesterday   afternoon. 

"The  Commission  has  not  heard 
from  them  yet,"  said  Commissioner 
Fred  Hubbard  last  night.  "The  Com- 
mission usually  meets  on  a  Thurs- 
day or  at  the  call  of  the  Chairman- 
It  held  no  meeting  yesterday.  If  we 
do  not  hear  from  them  on  Friday  we 
will  hear  them  no  doubt  some  day 
next  week." 

Questioned  concerning  the  esti- 
mat-es  of  revenue  lost  through  free 
transportation  to  the  blind  and  am- 
putation cases,  which  representatives 
of  the  two  organizations  regarded  as 
extravagant.  Commi^ioner  Hubbard 
stated  that  the  management  had 
some  way  of  arriving  at  its  estimate. 
His  recollection  was  that  when  the 
Commission  met  the  committee  of  the 
, blind  there  was  no  striking  dlscrep- 
-ancy  between  the  figures  submitted 
by  "the  management  of  the  system 
and  the  blind. 

It  was  stated  that  during  the  con- 
ferences between  the  T.T.C.  and  the 
committee  cf  the  Wind  that  the  com- 
mittee had  agreed  to  compromise  on 
a  half  tare,  but  the  Commission  was 
not  able  to  accept  the  compromise. 
It  was  claimed  that  it  would  be  il- 
legal for  the  Commission  to  strike  a 
half- fare. 
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he  'iA.s5'"^Wsome  pension  pro- 
v'Vtdfii  t*  ilie  blind,  which  is  well 
lomideil  under  ordinary  conditiou!5, 
is  Stronger  In  these  yeai-s  of  etress. 
The  earning  power  of  the  blind  who 
have  had  employment  is  reduced 
or  cut  off.  Where  the  blind  have 
been  maintained  by  their*  friends, 
the  burden  is  much  greater  now. 

Blindness  is  a  natural  affliction 
which  is  a  most  serious  handicap, 
and  if  old  ag&  pensions  are  justi- 
fied for  people  of  advauced  age 
who  are  without  the  means  of 
supiJort,  the  blind  are  also  entitled 
to  special  consideration  of  a  simi- 
lar kind. 

Elsewhere  ou  this  page  will  be 
found  a  letter  referring  to  the 
effort  of  I  he  United  Blind  Pensions 
committer  of  Manitoba  to  secure 
action  from  the  Federal  (Govern- 
ment. They  are  seeliing  complete 
information  regarding  the  number 
of  blind  people  in  the  West,  their 
circumstances  and  their  need  for 
a      pension.  The     co-operation 

which  they  seek  will  no  doubt  be 
forthcoming,  and  it  will  aid  the 
committee  in  presenting  the  case 
again  to  the  Government. 
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B^nd  "Ufave  Vote— Mi5s  Stark,  of 
1789  -ftodrtaTra  Avenue,  draws  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  under 
Federal  legislation  amended  a  few 
years  ago,  electors  afflicted  with 
loss  of  vision  may.  under  certain 
provisions,  take  a  friend  with  them 
into  the  polling  booth  for  the  pur- 
pose of  marking  their  ballots.  Spe- 
cial forms  of  declarations  incidental 
to  the  process  are  provided  under 
the  law.  Heretofore,  the  blind  voted 
only  through  the  help  of  the  deputy 
returning  officer  and  in  the  pres- 
ence of  scrutineers.  Now  an  alterna- 
tive method  is  available. 
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MERAFT  WORK 
TOnr  HERE! 


,Exlitbil^  \tilLJBc  on  View  on  Mainj 
To/r  o^(1ludson's  Bay  Com- 
pany Store 


Commencing  on  Thursday,  De- 
cember 7,  and  continuing  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  weelc,  an  exhibit 
and  ,sale  of  Victoria-made  blind- 
craft  articles  will  be  held  on  the 
main  floor  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company's  store. 

This  exhibit  and  sale  is  sponsored 
by  the  Robert  Burns  McMicking 
Chapter,  I.O.D.E.,  who  cordially  in- 
vite the  public  of  Victoria  to  in- 
spect the  work  of  blind  poeple  in 
Victoria,  whose  deft  fingers  have 
been  taught  through  the  home 
teaching  facilities  of  the  Canadian 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 

The  generosity  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  in  making  this  space 
available  is  very  much  appre4^t^ 


Of  Pensions  for  Blind 

Sdlakl/ig  at  a  meeting  of  the  As- 
atlo/  of  Unemployed  Blind  olj 
W/hnipfe.  in  the  Spiritualist  church, 
s/erbrdKk  street,  Thursday  after- 
/ocn,  on  the  subject  of  "Invalidity) 
, unemployment  and  the  Blind,"  M. 
W.  Stobart,  alderman-elect,  referred 
to  the  example  set  by  Great  Britain, 
Australia  and  New  Zealand,  where 
legislation  has  been  enacted  to  pro- 
tect the  blind  by  way  of  pensions. 
Mr.  Stobart  said  It  was  very  un- 
fortunate that  a  great  country  like 
Canada,  with  its  hountllul  resources, 
had  npt  yet  granted  pensions  to  the 
civilian   blind. 

Speaking  of  the  products  made  by 
the  blind,  Mr.  Stobart  wa-  of  the 
opinion  that  brooms  and  other 
articles  wers  purchas?d  purely  on 
the  Initiative  of  sentiment.  One 
blind  speaker  Informed  Mr.  Stobart 
that  the  Winnipeg  school  board  was 
supplying  material  and  workmen  to 
erect  canteen  concession  stand.i  in 
the  city  high  schools,  and  blind 
persons  operating  such  stands  are 
compelled  to  maintain  themselves 
on  unemployment  relief  allowances, 
while  the  children  of  the  poor  have 
had  the  Increased  burden  placed 
upon  them  of  meeting  the  costs  of 
text  books  and  tuition  fees. 
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BLllSDCRAFT  GOODS 
will  BE  DISPLAYED 

prfbleniKfcbncerning  the  Provinces 
blirfi  citPpns  are  many;  none  great- 
er, ^owewr,    than    the    finding    of 
suitable  occupation  for  them.    The 
Canadian  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind  attempts  to  solve  this  diffi- 
culty   by    means    of    their    homei 
teaching     service.      Part     of     the 
problem  is  obviously  the  satisfactory 
merchandising   of    the   handicrafts. 
For  some  years  the  Robert  Burns  i 
McMicking    Chapter,    I.O.D.E.,    has| 
assisted  with  this  and  various  other 
activities    of   the    institute.      This 
year  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  is 
co-operating   splendidly   in   provid- 
ing space  for  the  display  and  sale 
of    blindcraft    goods,    commencing 
today  and  continuing  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  wesk. 

The  display  will  be  located  on  the 
mail)  floor,  Douglas  Street  entrance, 
and'*'  nil  Include  many  attractive, 
useful  and  artistic  articles  suitab'  ' 
for  Christmas  gifts.  The  need 
many  of  these  handicapped  people 
is  generally  known. 
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PROTEST  END  OF 
iWAR  ON  TRACHOMA 

I  Deputation  Asks  Premier  for  Ap- 
pointment of  Nurse  to  Specialize 
in  Dresde'J  Eye  Disease 


Discontliuuu-ce       ot       iiie;isurtti       to 

tat  and  prevent  the  spread  of  tra- 

loma,    contagions    eye    disease,    in 

lanltoba.  was  viewed  with  alarm  tayi 

.1  deputation  representing  the  board! 

ot  management  or  the  Canadian  Na-I 

"onal     Institute    for     the     Diind,     in] 

Djcsentiitlons  placed  before  I'rernier 
iJhii  Bracken  Tuesday  afternoon. 

AppolMtmenL  of  a  .i)ubUc  liealtli 
nursf  lur  cipeelal  duty  In  connection 
With  tilt?  treatment  of  trachoma  was 
urged  by  the  deputatlou,  which  waa 
headed  by  Chief  Justice  J.  E.  P 
Prendergast,  and  ineludtd  Max.Stein- 
kopf,  H.  H.  Smith,  Duncan  Cameron 
and  Major  E.  Flexm'an. 

Protest   lironomy 

A  traclioma  control  programme  In- 
augurated by  the  department  of 
health  and  public  welfare  over  a  year 
ago  had  to  !;«  largely  curtailed  be- 
cause the  provincial  government,  in 
economies  in  all  branches  of  the  gov- 
ernment service,  cancelled  the  neces- 
sary grant.  It  was  against  this  parti- 
cular economy  that  the  deputation 
protested. 

It  was  submitted  to  the  premier 
and  aleo  Hon,  R.  A.  Hoey,  minister 
of  health  and  pviblic  welfai-e,  that 
the  propagation  of  trachoma  occurs 
mainly  within  the  family,  and  the' 
liability  of  infection  Is  at,  it.=i  highest; 
with  nursing  mothers  and  very  young' 
children.  It  therefore  was  nece.ssary 
that  contact  .should  be  made  with 
those  sufferiiiK  from  tnichoma'  a.s 
early  as  posisiblc.  This  was  some- 
thing that  only  a  public  health  nurse 
could  properly  carry  out,  it  wag 
claimed. 

Many  ('•(>  Totally  Hlind 
"As  nearly  all  ca.ses  of  \uitreated 
trachoma  suffer  Impaired  vision  and 
in  from  10  to  15  per  cent  total  blind- 
ness occurs,  It  i.^  extremely  important 
that  steps  be  taken  to  eradicate  this 
disease,"  the  deputation  further  sub- 
mitted. 

'"If  a  comparatively  small  amount 
of  money  is  spent  now  it  will  sa'e 
the  province  a  very  much  larger  ex- 
penditure in  the  future  for  the  care 
of  the  added  number  of  blind  cases, 
and  in  stamping  out  the  disease  later 
on,  ff  allowed  to  spread,  as  it  un- 
djubtedly  will,  if  unchecked." 

Premie.-  Bravken  said  that  the  re- 
presentations met  with  his  sympathy. 
He  realized  the  necessity  oi  stopping 
the  spread  o£  the  disease  and  would 
see  it  ways  and  means  could  be  de- 
vteed  to  deal  with  the  situation. 


Blind  Folk 
Wiih  Eyes 
Is  Theme 

I  )*.  H,  :Mackaller  will  address  the 
ViAorla  British-Israel  Association 
onf  Tuesday  at  8  o'clock,  the  subject 
to  be,  "Eyes  Have  They  But  They 
See  Not;  Who  Is  Blind  But  My  Ser- 
vant?" The  address  will  be  given 
under  the  auspices  of  the  British- 
Israel  Federation  o^  Canada,  in  th-e 
Maccabees'  Hall,  724  Fort  Stre,et. 
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Manitoba-4::cagiirTofBllnd 
Providg^  Cheer   for   Many 

lij  tpnltoha,  League  of  the  Blind 
aentf  cAlstmaa  cheer  to  as  many 
bllitd  dftizens  as  was  possible  with 
|.thi  funds  avaUable. 
■  The  Womeh's  Service  club  of  the 
league  In  conjunction  with  the  wel- 
fare and  sick  visiting  committee  ot 
the  league,  remembered  80  blind  per- 
sons, composed  of  heads  of  families 
and  single  individuals,  with  hampers, 
parcels  and  tobacco  and  other  com- 
forts whljh  are  so  essential  at  thtl 
.time  of  the  year. 

This  is  not  a  bad  showing,  ofllcers 
'claim,  adding  that  the  league  does 
not  receive  any  public  aid,  or  grant 
from  the  community  chest  or  pro- 
vincial government  or  other  publio 
body  bvit  raises  Ite  funds  by  its  own 
I  efforts.  During  the  twelve  months 
ending  Dec.  21,  1933,  the  league  held 
281  weekly  social  entertainmnets,  pic- 
nics, a  dinner  to  the  shut-in  blind 
at  Easter,  also  on«  m  August  in  Ueu 
of  a  second  picnic  due  to  inclemen* 
weather.  Nine  regular  monthly  busi- 
ness meetings  wore  held  during  th» 
year,  also  twelve  regular  executlv 
meetings  and  five  special  meetings  O 
the  executive. 


iHOWE  RE-ELECTED 
AS  PRESIDENT  OF 
BLINDJDERATION 

Action  at  Ottawa  Regarding  Pen- 
sions for  Civilian  Blind 
is  Discussed 


A.  B.  Howe  was  re-elected  presi- 
dent of  the  Manitoba  branch  of  the 
Oanadlaii  Federation  of  the  Blind, 
at  the  annual  meeting  of  members 
held  Tuesday  evening  In  the  board 
room  In  the  Free  Press  building. 

Other  officers  elected  were:  H.  W. 
Harman,  vice-president;  W.  C.  Smith, 
treasurer:  Mrs.  Rebecca  J.  Levitt,  sec- 
retarv;    Kay    Salisbury,    H.    W.   Lowe, 
Miss  Mary  Heska,  Mrs.  Arma  Warren, 
!  Miss    Bertha    D.    Huntley    and    J,    J. 
I  Close,   executive   committee. 
I     A  comprehensive  report   was  given' 
lOn  recent  action  taken  at  Ottawa  re- 
llating    to    pensions    for    the    civilian 
blind.       Comments     Indicated     thai) 
while  pensions  for  the  civilian  blind 
are  being  sought,  the  government  la 
being    pressed    at    the    same    time    to 
increase   its   grants  to   voluntary   In- 
I  stltutlons. 
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IWORK  OF  INSTITUTE 
'for JJlfflV  DURING 

1933  IS  REVIEWED 

x/    — 

fiej^vf.s;  Submitted    at    Annual 
'  Meeting  Shows  598  in  Pro- 
vince as  Quite  Blind 


Tells    of 

In      a      romprehensive 


There  are  today  on  the  official 
register  in  Manitoba,  the  names  of 
598  people  reported  as  quite  blind. 
A  year  ago  there  were  570.  During 
the  past  year  there  were  added  56 
name.'',  and  by  death  and  other 
causes  there  were  28  removed,  weav- 
ing   a    total   of   598   as   stated. 

This  information,  with  many  otiier 
details  of  the  service  for  the  blind, 
was  .submitted  Monday  afternoon  by 
Major  Ernest  Flexman.  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Canadian  National 
Institute  of  the  Blind,  at  the  Insti- 
tute building,  at  which  Cha4rman 
A.  E.  Rowland  presided.  It  was  shown 
that  during  the  twelve  month.?  In 
Manitoba  336  new  cases  were  report- 
ed to  the  Institule  as  being  blind. 
Investigation  was  completed  on  196 
of  these.  In  126  ca.ses  It  was  found 
I  that  the  patients  had  more  sight 
than  would  warrant  their  being  con- 
sidered blind,  and  in  a  number  of 
cases  treatment  was  given  which  In- 
creased the  sight  or  removed  the 
cause    of    this    blindness. 

Mr.  Rowland  was  re-elected  chair- 
man of  the  institute. 

In.stiriile's    Work 

.    statement. 

Major  Flexman  spoke  of  the  scope  ol 
the  work  of  the  Institute.  In  the 
school  for  blind  children  there  are 
.seven  pupils,  under  the  care  of  Miss 
Nicholson,  and  their  standing  is,  if 
anything,  higher  than  that  of  chil- 
dren of  the  same  age  in  the  public 
schools. 

In  the  library  la.st  year  256  new 
volumes  were  supplied,  making  a 
total    of   2.578    In    Braille. 

Free  tickets  were  provided  during 
the  season  by  the  Famous  Plavers' 
Corporation  for  all  blind  people,  and 
free  admission  was  granted  to  most 
of  the  celebrity  concerts,  to  the 
Male  Voice  choir,  and  other  Winni- 
peg   musical    entertainments. 

The  placement  work  has  been  con- 
tinued. Nineteen  blind  men  and 
women  are  now  employed  In  18  con- 
cessions. 17  in  Greater  Winnipeg, 
one  in  the  Transcona  shops  and  one 
in  the  Brandon  mental  hospital. 
Two  stands  were  opened  this  year, 
one  in  the  Daniel  Mclntyre  school 
and  one  in  St.  John's  Technical 
school.  : 

In     the     work     of    prevention     of] 
blindness,  pamphlets   have   been  dis- 
tributed,    along     with     posters,    eye- 
charts,  etc.,  to  teachers,  mothers  and 
iVarious    organizations.      In    addition,! 
travelling      expenses,      hospital      ex- 
penses, and  cost  of  board  and  lodg- ' 
Ing  have   been   paid  in  certain  cases,  I 
where  otherwise   loss  of  sight   would 
have   occurred.  | 


.  In  the  factory,  production  In  the 
I  past  year  was  $43,152,  compared  to 
]  $35,328  in  1932.  The  total  sales  for 
jthe  past  year  were  $54,313  compared 
with    $48,148    In    1932. 

The  fight  for  pensions  has  been 
continued  with  the  prospect  of 
favorable  action  in  the  not  too- 
distant  future. 

Election  of  officers  was  held,  and 
the  following  were  named:  Patrons, 
Hon.  J.  D.  M,cGregor,  lieutenant- 
governor  of  Manitoba,  and  Hon.  H.  E 
Munrop.  M.D.,  lieutenant-governor  of 
Saskatchewan;  honorary  president, 
Dr.  Daniel  Mclntyre;  honorary  vice- 
president.  Dr.  D.   M.   Duncan. 

Th°  divisional  advisory  board  is 
as  follows:  Hon.  John  Bracken, 
premier  of  Manitoba;  Hon.  J.  T.  M 
Anderson,  premier  of  Saskatchewan; 
Mayor  Ralph  H.  Webb,  Winnipeg; 
Mayor  Cornelius  Rink,  Regina;  Mr 
Justice  W.  M.  Martin  and  Dr.  P.  C 
Middleton,  Regina;  W.  Sanford  Evans, 
M.L.A.;  Dr.  Harvey  Smith,  Dr.  H.  M 
Speechly.  Dr.  T.  M.  MUroy  and  Mrs 
R.  A.  Rogers,  Winnipeg. 

Those  elected  to  the  board  of  man- 
agement       were:    Chairman,    A.      E 
Rowland;     first    vice-chairman.    Max 
Steinkopf;    second   vice-chairman,   H. 
H.   Smith;    third   vice-chairman,  Mrs 
A.  M.  L.  Long;  members  of  the  board, 
W.  A.  Bremer,  Duncan  Cameron.  Mrs. 
W.  G.  Garrett.  H.  D.  Gooderham,  Hon. 
R.  A.  Hoey,  W.  J.  Johnson,  Mrs.  J.  H 
C.   Lawrence,   P.   A.   Macdonald,    Mrs 
Donald    P.    Mclntyre,    Chief    Justice 
J.  E.   P.  Prendergast,  Mrs.  Alex  Mel- 
ville,   Carl    A.   Melvin,    Lleut.-Col.   H. 
P.   Osier,  J.   C.  Plncock,   Prof.   W.  G.  | 
Smith.      J.    C.    Swann.      Mrs.    H.      M. 
Tucker,   Charles   S.   Wiggins,   Howard  | 
Winkler    and    F.    Mcintosh;     general  i 
manager,      Major     Ernest     Flexman; 
Saskatchewan    representative,    Robert 
W.  Beath. 

Mr.  Beath  was  present  during  the 
afternoon,  representing  the  work  in 
Saskatchewan. 
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VATIVES 
AT  BLMD  SALE 
Fi^^AST  DAY 


'/r 


dk/,    at    the    Institute      tor    the 
Blihd,  Ithe       Women's     Conservative 

Bociation  of  Winnipeg  will  have 
charge  In  the  tea  room.  Local  units 
assisting  the  Central  Conservative 
association  will  be  South  Winnipeg 
Conservative  association,  Yoving  Wo- 
men's Conservative  club,  P^our  Leaf 
Clover  league,  units  of  Norwood, 
West  Kildonan  and  St.  James. 

Mrs.  Geo.  Bradley  will  be  general 
social  convener  and  will  have  as  her 
assistants  tlie  social  conveners  of 
the  assisting  units:  Mrs.  H.P.Black- 
wood, Mrs.  Vernon  Harvey.  Miss  F. 
Carson,  Mrs.  S.  N.  Lennerton,  Mrs. 
Jas.  Bald.  Mrs.  C,  E.  McPhcrson, 
Mrs.    F,    Burrows. 

Mrs.  R.  A.  Scarlett  president  of 
the  Women's  Conservative  associa- 
tion of  Winnipeg,  will  receive  to- 
gether with  the  president  of  the 
Auxiliary  of  the  Blind.  Mrs.  A.  M. 
L.    Long. 

Mrs.  W.  .7.  Morris,  treasurer  of  the  I 
Conservative  association,  will  have' 
charge   of   the   exchequer. 

/ 


The  following  ladies  will  preside 
over  the  tea  cups:  Mrs.  R.  Crystal 
Irving,  Mrs.  E.  Partridei,  Mrs.  V. 
Cathcart,  Miss  B.  Boyd,  Mrs.  Murdo 
Macrae,  Mrs.  G.  G.  MacLean,  Mrs. 
B.    B.    Dubienskl.     " 

The    tea    room    assistants    will   be: 
Mrs.  T.  W.  Par.sons,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Braid, 
Mrs.      J.      Gait,      Mrs.      C.      E.      De 
Pencier,   Mrs.  J.   S.   Cook,  Mrs.  J.  G. 
Harvey.     Mrs.     F.     Vau^han,     Miss    I.; 
Whyard,    Miss   Joy   Boyd,   Mrs.   T.   A.i 
Madill,   Mrs.   Wood   Hicks,   Mrs.   H.  E.' 
McGiU,    Mrs.    W.    Taylor,    Mrs.    G.    D. 
Cameron,   Mrs.   H.  J.  Prankling,  Mrs. 
B.   Jones,    Miss    E.   Johnson. 

Mrs.  O.  Gilmer  will  convene  a  table 
of  home  cooking  and  will  be  assisted 
by  Mrs.  J.  Jenkins,  Mrs.  F.  R. 
Blaney,  Mrs.  J.  T.  Wood,  Mrs.  J.  H. 
Cotter. 

Two  fortune  tellers  will  be  pres- 
ent   to    read    the    tea    cups. 

Mrs  N.  J.  McLeod  and  Mrs.  A.  C. 
Bowles  will  convene  the  sales  with 
the  assistance  of  the  following  mem- 
bers of  the  auxiliary:  Mrs.  Alec. 
Truesdale,  Miss  Hazel  Mitchell,  Mrs. 
•S.  Wilson,  Mrs.  E.  B.  Smith, 
Mrs.  P.  E.  Warriner.  Mrs.  Geo.  Lane, 
Mrs.  W.  J.  Dodds,  Mrs.  E.  H.  John- 
son, Mrs.  H.  M.  Speechley,  Mrs. 
Percy  White.  Mrs.  R.  A.  Graham,  Mrs. 
W.  G.  Campbell,  Mrs.  A.  R.  Winram. 
Mrs.  B.  H.  Wilson,  Mrs.  H.  J.  Crab- 
tree,  Mrs.  Sanford  Evans,  Mrs.  C.  W. 
Galland.  Mrs.  C.  W.  Douglas,  Mrs. 
C.   E.   Dafoe,  Mrs.   C.  P.  Banning. 

Mrs.  W.  M.  Dawson  will  do  the 
parcelling  for  the  afternoon  and 
Mrs.  J.  D.  Dagg  and  Mrs.  P.  O. Mel- 
lor  will  preside  over  the  knitting 
counter. 

Musical  trios  for  saxophone,  violin 
•ind  piano  will  be  rendered  during 
the  afternoon  by  three  blind  play- 
ers, Mr.  A.  B.  Patterson.  Sherman 
phan  and  Dlgby  Tomllnson. 
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CARE   OF  THE  BLIND 
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e  are  about  half  a  hundred  blind  person 
in  Victoria  and  vicinity.  Ifery  nearly  "filly' Wei- 
included  in  the  invitation  list  to  the  party  tha 
was   given    last    Wednesday    afternoon    by    th 
Lieutenant-Governor  and  Mrs.  Johnson  at  Gov 
ernment  House.    For  all  these  the  days  as  wel 
as  the  nights  pass  in  unvarying  darkness.  Allevia 
tion,  however,  of  their  hardships,  and  assistance 
in  their  handicap  are  being  given  to  an  extern 
not  generally  known.  The  blind  are  being  taughl 
to  read  Braille,  the  script  for  the  blind,  to  type 
and  to  do  all  manner  of  craft  work.    How  deft 
the  hands  pf  the  blind  may  become  is  indicated 
in  the  blindcraft  work  that  was  shown  in  the 
Industrial  Building  at  the  Exhibition. 

The  care  of  the  blind  falls  mainly  under  the 
direction  of  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
with  headquarters  in  Toronto,  of  which  Major 
Robinson,  who  is  well  known  in  this  city,  is 
director  for  British  Columbia  and  Alberta.  A 
teacher.  Miss  Dorothy  Stark,  who  is  blind,  and 
her  sighted  assistant.  Miss  Aitkin,  give  aid  in 
the  Victoria  area.  The  gathering  at  Govern- 
ment House  was  a  gracious  act  of  hospitality 
that  gave  great  pleasure  to  the  blind  guests, 
and  is  suggestive  of  that  helpful  attitude  that 
should  be  universal.  Practical  aid  can  be  given 
by  purchasing  blindcraft  work.  In  the  multitude 
of  claims  upon  the  benevolence  of  the  citizens 
the  needs  of  these  unfailingly  cheerful  members 
of  the  community  should  not  be  forgotten. 


BLIND  WORK  AT 
VARTED  TASKS 


Products  of  Institution  and  Dem- 
onstrations Can  Be  Seen  in 
Industrial  Building 

./.    .-■■■' 


A|fi  IntCTCSttng  feature  of  the  Wil- 
low* erfiibition  this  year  is  to  be 
found  in  the  Industrial  Building, 
where  a  demonstration  by  the 
pupils  of  the  Canadian  National  In- 
stitute for  the  Blind — shoTre^-thc 
methods  in  whit*r'STgnneSs  ""^^c^fS^ . 
ers  overcome  their  handicaps  and 
clever  fingers  fashion  a  number  of ' 
varied  articles. 

At  this  stall  one  may  watch  rub- 
ber doormats  being  made  from  old 
automobile  tires.  All  shapes  and 
varieties  of  baskets,  including  waste 
paper  baskets,  tea  trays,  etc.,  are  on 
display,  and  one  of  the  blind  work- 
men is  demonstrating  the  making 
of  these  articles  from  the  raw  ma- 
terials.   Leather   work   is  always   a 


popular  feature,"  and'  another  bUfidl 
craftsman  can  be  seen  making  use-  j 
ful  and  dainty  articles  in  bright 
colored  leather.  Egyptian  weaving 
is  one  of  the  newer  crafts  being 
taught  in  Victoria,  and  the  many 
colors  and  Intricate  designs  thus 
j  produced,  form  a  novel  material  for 
'belts  and   trimmings. 

Braille  books  are  also  on  display 
at  this  stall,  and  those  who  are  de- 
monstrating are  pleased  to  explain 
the  Braille  method  of  reading  and 
writing.  Braille  playing  cards,  and 
games,  such  as  checkers,  dominoes, 
and  jig-saw  puzzles.  They  will 
gladly  show  in  detail  how  letters 
can  be  written  in  Braille,  either  on 
machines  or  by  hand.         ..  ___^jj^ 


'Blind Jfilwer  Tea 

...at  Crescent  Home 


;iy  Alvs  Women'."?  RMxUHary  to 
t.hP.  Jbanaflan  National  Institute  lor 
thpfBlindW^ill  hojd  a  tea  and  sale  of 
hoife  cookin?,  f\o\vers  and  candies 
fvo¥i  r^  to  7  o'clock  at  the  home  of 
Mr.'  Sidney  T.  Smith.  515  Wellington 
rvescent.'  Receiving  in  the  drawlng- 
loom  will  be  Mrs.  Sidney  T.  Smith 
and  Mrs.  A.  M.  L.  Long,  while  Mrs.  T.  J. 
Mliviav  and  Mis.  C.  C.  hVi^iison  ■v\'lH' 
be  hostesse.s  in  the  reception  room. 
The  following  will  be  hovise  hoi*- 
tesses:  Upstairs,  Mrs.  T;  O.  Mellor, 
Mrs.  P.  Johnson,  Mrs.  C.  E.  Dafoe, 
Mrs.  W.  G.  Garrett;  downstairs,  Mrs. 
jj.  H.  A.  Clarke,  Mrs.  C.  W.  Dougla.s, 
'Mrs.  R.  B.  dimming,  Mrs.  J.  R.  Mc- 
Creeiy. 

The   tea  cups  will  be  presided   over  ^ 
by   the    lollowlug    ladle.->:      Mrs,    E.    C. 
Harte,    Mrs.      John      Bracken.      Lady 
Nanton.  Mrs.  Harold  Aiklns,  Mrs.   H. 
Stelnopf,    Mrs.    D.   P,    Mclntyre,    Mrs. 
Mrs.    E.    W.    Montgomery,    Mrs.    Max  j 
'steinkoff,   Mrs.   D.   P.   Mclntyre.  Mrs. 
'c.    P.    Banning.    Mrs.    N.    J.    McLean. 
Mi's.    A.    W.    Moody,      Mrs.      Edward  | 
Isrown.    As.sistants  in  the  tea  room  will  | 
be:     Mrs.  Wallace  Martin,  Mrs.  L.   P.  | 
McCarthv,   Mrs.   P.   E.   Lee.   Mrs.    Gor-  | 
Bon   Smith,   Mrs.   Athol   Gordon,  Mrs. 
Harold    Smith,    Mrs.    P.    R.    Corbett. 
Mrs.    Clarence    Smith.    Mrs.    Stewart 
Mclnnes,    Mrs.    B.    A.    Windram,    Mrs. 
Harry   Thompson,   Mrs.    Martin    Mur- 
phy.   Mrs.    G.    M.    Hubbs.    Mrs.    A.    E. 
Bowles.   Mrs.   C.  K.   Clarkson,  Mrs,   R. 
N.  McKinnon,  Mrs.  Thomas  Coulling. 
Miss  Hazel  Matchett.     Mrs.  C.  E.  Rea. 
Mrs.  H.  P.  Christie.  Mrs.  W.  E.  Milner. 
Mrs.   Alex.   Melville    will   preside   over 
the    exchequer.       The   table   of   home 
cooking   will   be  looked   after   by   Mrs. 
P.  .7.  Baynard  and  Mrs.  W.  R.  Powler, 
assisted  by  Mrs.   Mark  Lancaster  and 
Mrs.    W.    P.    O'Dea.      Joint   conveners 
of    the    flower    table    will      be:      Mrs. 
Welch    and    Mrs.    G.    A.    Warrington, 
with    Mrs.    W.    M.    Dawson    and    Mrs. 
Robert  Young  assisting.       The  candy 
.table  will  be  convened  by  Mis.s  Ernest 
Ipiexman,     xvhose     assistants    will     be 
Mrs.  J,  G.  Dagg  and  Mrs.  W.  W.  Ken- 
nedy.    Mrs.  J.  H.  C.  Lawrence  is  gen- 
eral convener  of  the  tea. 


The  ladies'  au)*iliary  of  the  United 
Commercial  Travellers',  No.  28,  will 
hold  the  first  meeting  of  the  new^ 
season  Saturday  afternoon  at  2j/) 
o'clock  in  the  Travellers'  buUdlnar 
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Latest  Aid  tolBlind  People 


m 


ABOVE  is  a  picture  of  the  instru- 
ment that  has  been  introduced 
here  by  the  Canadian  Institute  for 
the  Blind,  so  that  blind  persons, 
who  are  unable  to  read  Braile,  can 
enjoy  books.  Tlie  instrument  has 
electrically-transcribed  records  of 
an  expert  reader  who  reads  books, 
articles,  short  stories  and  other 
literature.     The    blind   person    ad- 


— Photograph   by  Savannah. 

justs  the  earphones  and  listens  to; 
the  well  modulated  voice,  which! 
proceeds  at  a  rapid  pace,  but  not 
too  fast  that  the  listener  becomes 
confused.  The  record  moves  very! 
slowly  on  the  disc,  and  it  takes  fif- 
teen minutes  to  play  it.  Five 
double-sided  records  constitute  a 
fair-sized  novel,  and  can  be  played  i 
in  two  and  one-half  hours. 
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Autumn  Sale  of  Handiwork 
OUBlittd  Opens  With  Three 
Clubs  Dividing  Management 


'j  JW.  Dafop.  chancellor  of  the 
On^rsitV  'or  Manitoba,  will  formally 
j-)p»fi  the  salp  of  soods  made  by  the 
d  this  aftprnoon  at  3.30  o'clock 
tiT  the  Institute,  cornpr  Portage  ave- 
nue and  Sherburn  .s'reet.  Canon  C. 
Carruthers  will  take  charge  of  the 
devotional  exercises.  The  sale  is  spon- 
sored by  the  Women's  auxiliary,  and 
will  continue  all  next  week.  Tea  will 
be  served  each  day  from  3  to  6 
o'clock. 

Mrs.  R.  N.  McKinnon  and  Mrs- 
Mark  Lancaster  are  general  sales  con- 
veners for  the  week,  while  Mrs.  P.  J. 
Bainard  and  Mrs.  "W.  R.  Fowler,  with 
th«  assistance  of  Mrs.  W.  M.  Dawson, 
will  convene  the  tea  room  and 
kitchen  arrangements. 

Music  by  a  blind  artist  will  be  ar- 
ranged for  each  day  by  the  music 
conveners.  Mrs.  Robt.  Welch  and  Mrs. 
Ralph  Corbett.  Parcelling  is.  under 
the  conveneiship  of  Mrs.  W.  G.  Gar- 
rplt.  and  the  exchequer  in  the  sales- 
room will  be  looked  after  bv  Mrs. 
John  Birt  and  Mrs.  Alex  Melville. 
1  while  the  tea  room  exchequer  will  be 
convened  by  Mrs.  N.  E.  Milner  and 
[Miss  C.  E.  Rae. 

Today  tea  will  be  served  by  three 
groups :  Business  and  Professional 
Women's  club,  Manitoba  Assochation 
of  Registered  Nurses,  and  the  (DOota 
club.  \ 

Mrs.  A  M  Long,  president  of  the 
Women's  Auxiliary,  will  receive,  as- 
sisted by  the  following:  representa- 
tives from  the  three  clubs:  Mi.ss  M. 
E.  Thornton.  Miss  Mildred  Rcid.  Miss 
Isobel  Pinkerton,  Miss  Myrtle  Lewis. 
Mi.>:s  Kay  McCallum.  Mis.s  Nell  Saults! 
Mi.ss  Annie  Pra.=ier.  Miss  Sadie  Wright! 
|Mi.ss   Ann    Geddes. 

Tea  .\i'ranKe>«<'iits 
Presiding  over  the  tea  and  coffee 
urns  will  he  the  following  ladies: 
Mrs.  F.  R.  Mowat.  Miss  Flora  Ingram, 
Mrs.  V.  Smith.  Miss  M.  Wilkins,  Miss 
C.  Ironside.  Miss  K.  Ellis,  Dr.  Mai-y 
Cornelius.  Miss  Maude  Williams,  Mrs. 
J.  Hercus. 

Assisting  in  the  tea  room  will  be: 
Miss  M.  MacLeod,  Miss  K.  Connors. 
Miss  R.  Alexander,  Miss  Elsie  Robert- 
son, Miss  M.  McKelvie,  Miss  Margaret 
Mitchamor.  Miss  Mary  Mitchell,  Miss 
M.  MoPadyen.  Miss  H.  Barraud,  Miss 
M.  Hazelwood.  Miss  E.  Parker.  Mi.ss 
H.  Banks.  Mi.ss  Agnes  McCullough, 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Weaver.  Miss  Eva  Gay- 
ton.  Miss  K.  Allen,  Miss  Mae  Bower- 
'ng.    Miss    Margaret    Thompson,    Mi.s.s 


.El.sie    Fra.ser.    Mi.ss    Leila    AlUingham. 
^MiFs  Aimee   Oulrt. 

Mrs.  N.  Goodier,  Miss  Hilda  Hp.sson 
and  Mr.«.  A.  Ca.=key  «ill  represent  the 
Business  and  Profe.ssional  Women's 
club  as  hoste.s.ses  during  the  after- 
noon. 

There  will  be  three  fortune  tellers 
who  will  read  the  tea  cups:  Miss  Ma- 
bel Pinch,  Miss  Estlier  Thompson  and 
■^.Irs    c.  J.   Chudleigh. 

.Siilesrooni  ('(Mivcner 
The  sales  for  the  day  will  be  con- 
vened by  Mrs.  Donald  P.  Mclntyre 
and  Mrs.  j.  r,  McCreery.  They  will 
be  assisted  by  the  following  members 
of  the  auxiliary:  Mrs.  A.  Clare  Mc- 
Innes.  Mrs.  J.  h,  C.  Lawrence.  Mrs. 
J.  Stewart  Mclnnes.  Mrs.  a.  W. 
Moody,  Mrs  Roy  Milner,  Mrs.  a  r! 
Winrani,  Mrs.  Robt.  E.  Lee.  Mrs.  A.  B. 
Stovel,  Mrs.  P.  K.  Clarkson,  Mrs.  N, 
.1.  Maclean,  Mrs.  A.  E.  Bowles.  Mrs.  H 
A.    Rob-on,    Mrs.   Leo   McCarthy. 

During  the  afternoon  trios  for 
piano,  violin  and  saxophone  will  be 
played  by  three  blind  artists,  Di'^by 
TomIin.«rn.  Sherman  Ghan  and  A.  B 
Patterson. 


Guy  Fawkes  Day 

fEvent  for  Blind 

uy  TMwkes  Day  endecfTJffSsantly  ! 
la^ge  number  of  blind  and 
thei*  friends  at  the  headquarters  of 
theBVIanitoba  League  of  the  Blind, 
when  a  programme  provided  by  Mr. 
Walter  Bradley  and  accompanying! 
artists  was  enjoyed.  After  the  re-! 
freshments  a  group  of  instrumental- 
ists provided  music  for  dancing. 
Mr.  W.  J.  Johnson,  on  behalf  of  the 
Manitoba  League  of  the  Blind,  ex- 
tended the  thanks  of  all  present  to 
the  artists  for  their  generosity  In 
making  the  evening  such  a  happy 
event.  The  following  artists  con- 
tributed to  the  programme:  Arlene 
Hayes,  Mrs.  Weden,  Elsie  Jones, 
James  Middleton,  Steve  Solvason, 
Gordon  Adey,  Shirley  Bvish,  Walter 
Bradley,  Bob  Huggenberger,  Bob  Pol- 
lock, Jack  Gibson,  Charles  Skelding 
and   Harry   Crawford. 


The    Social    club    of    Dame    Ishbel 
Aberdeen     camp.     No.     200,     Sons     of 
Scotland,    will   meet   at   the   home   of 
Mrs.    Hunter,    390    Brandon 
Thursday,   at   8   o'clock. 
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INSTIIDIEIS     r 


National    Body   Performing 

Valuable    Work    Among 

Stricken  Citizens 
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t  ftfe  national  general  meeting 
of  the  Canadian  National  Institute 
for  the  Blind,  held  at  the  National 
headquarters,  Toronto,  this  month, 
the  sixteenth  annual  report,  cover- 
ing Canada  and  Newfoundland,  was 
presented.  The  report  for  Alberta 
and  British  Columbia  particularly, 
which  comprises  the  Western  divi- 
sion, shows  that  805  blind  persons 
reside  in  these  provinces,  out  of  a 
total  registration  of  7,119  for  Can- 
ada. This  includes  all  ages  from 
infancy  to  old  age. 

Analyzing  the  registration  figures, 
it  is  noted  that  25  per  cent  are 
I  seventy  years  of  age  and  over,  50 
per  cent  are  between  twenty-one 
[and  seventy  years,  with  the  re- 
mainder of  school  age  and  under. 
Since  the  education  of  blind  ju- 
veniles, like  the  sighted,  is  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  Provincial  Gov- 
lemment,  the  Canadian  National  In- 
stitute for  the  Blind  is  concerned 
chiefly  with  the  adult  blind. 
VISION  SAVED 

The  prevention  of  blindness  de- 
partment of  the  Western  division 
enabled  193  persons  with  serious  eye 
defects,  who  were  unable  themselves 
to  afford  the  necessary  care,  to  re- 
ceive the  operation,  treatment,  or 
glasses  required,  with  the  result  that 
in  the  majority  of  cases  their 
vision  was  saved. 

Blinded  soldiers  in  Alberta  and 
British  Columbia,  numbering  twen- 
ty-four, were  given  after-care  and 
other  services  by  the  institute, 
under  arrangement  with  the  De- 
partment of  Pensions  and  National 
Health. 

All  this  work  in  the  Western 
division  last  year  cost  $49,010,12. 
The  deficit  on  the  year's  operations 
in  the  Western  division  amounted 
to  $2,929,2.  The  Canadian  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind  is  a  philan- 
thropic organization,  dependent  on; 
voluntary  contributions  from  the' 
general  public  for  the  greater  meas- 1 
ure  of  its  support.  I 
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Major   Harry   Watts   Pays   Visit   to 

Rotary  Club  and  Is  Given  Warm 

Reception 


MAJOR    HAERT    WATTS 


Members  of  the  Victoria  Rotary 
Club  had  a  pleasant  surprise  yester- 
day in  a  visit  to  the  luncheon  meet- 
ing by  Major  Harry  Watts,  formerly 
Identified  with  the  local  organiza- 
tion, but  now  living  in  Calgary.  The 
welcome  visitor  was  called  upon  for 
an  address  and  a^  honorary  field 
secretary  for  British  Columbia  and 
Alberta  of  the  Institute  for  the 
Blind,  he  told  of  the  great  work  that 
was  being  done  for  those  who  were 
'unfortunate  enough  to  lose  their 
sight.  ^       ^ 

Major  Watts  said  that  Canada 
treated  her  blind  as  well  as  any  part 
of  the  world.  The  blind  in  Canada 
were  not  asking  for  charity,  except 
in  the  cases  where  the  afflicted  were 
not  able  to  work.  They  were  asking 
a  chance  to  make  a  living  and  this 
they  were  doing. 

He  called  upon  local  people  to 
visit  and  inspect  the  display  of  the 
work  of  the  blind  that  would  be  held 
here  shortly. 
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With  Firo gramme 

The_  blind  were  hosts  yesterday 
afternoon,  when  they  entertained  at 
a  delightful  tea  party,  which  was 
preceded  by  an  enjoyable  programme 
of  music.  The  affair  took  place  in 
the  K.  of  C.  Hall  and  commenced 
at  3:30  o'clock.  The  guests  were  wel- 
comed by  Miss  Dorothy  Stark,  home 
teacher  for  Victoria  District,  who 
convened  the  arrangements. 

Mr.  M.  C.  Robinson,  superin- 
tendent of  the  Western  division  of 
the  Institute  for  the  Blind,  who  is 
on  a  short  visit  here,  was  a  specially 
welcomed  guest  and  addressed  the 
members.  Other  special  guests  were 
Mr.  Fred  Landsberg  and  Rev.  J.  K. 
Uns-'orth. 

Piano  solos  by  Mr.  A.  Varney  were 
jenjoyed  and  his  flute  solos  were  ap- 
plauded. Mr.  E.  J.  Turner  was  en- 
cored for  his  two  delightful  vocal 
solos.  He  was  accompanied  by  Miss 
Caley.  Major  W.  H.  Watts  enter- 
tained the  audience  with  pianoforte 
selections.  Addresses  were  given  by 
Mr.  R.  Thompson  and  Mr.  A.  Craw- 
ley. 


Blindcraft 
\  Goods  Are 
^eing  Sold 


QiVtCNdifferent  from  all  other  of 
the  m«Ay  sales  of  work  that  are 
being  held  during  the  pre-Christmas 
season,  is  that  of  the  blindcraft 
goods  being  offered  during  the  next 
few  days  on  Government  Street. 
Every  article  is  made  by  those  who 
cannot  see  th>  product  of  their 
skilfull  hands. 

The  sale  is  being  sponsored  by  the 
Robert  McMicking  Chapter,  I.O.D.E., 
and  will  be  held  today,  tomorrow 
and  Saturday,  at  1111  Government 
Street.  While  the  standard  of  goods 
l,s  high,  the  prices  are  quite  reason- 
able and  the  total  amount  obtained 
goes  directly  to  those  who  made 
them. 

More  than  fifty  persons  are  regis- 
tered with  the  Institute  for  the 
Blind  in  Victoria  and  district.  Xbfi. 
service  given  to  these  includes 
Braille,  typewriting,  iiah"3rcra!Ts*"or 
all  kinds,  social  visits,  shopping  for 
those  confined  to  the  house,  free 
street  car  passes  through  the  cour- 
tesy of  the  B.C.  Electric  Railway, 
free  radio  licences,  free  passes  to 
theatres  operated  by  the  Famous 
PlayeVs  Company,  free  passes  to  the 
Cry.stal  Garden,  through  the  kind- 
ness of  the  managemnet,  while 
walking-sticks  are  given  to  those 
v/ho  have  to  find  their  way  through 
busy  streets.  Handicrafts  will  be 
demonstrated  at  the  salesroom,  also 
.-j.„„  onrt  writing. 
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